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Local PTA Deadline for Artwork Submission:  _______________________ (set by each local)
Harford Council PTA Deadline for Artwork Submissions FROM Locals:  16 December 2022
Local PTAs must meet all Free State PTA Standards of Affiliation before 27 January 2023 in order to participate in the Free State PTA Reflections Program.

Harford County Council of PTA
Reflections Guidelines
2022-2023


Welcome to the Reflections Program for 2022-2023!
"The cultural arts are wisdom.  They are mankind's commentary on the human condition—comedy and tragedy.  They are insights into the anguish and ecstasy, the conflicts and triumphs, the failures and aspirations of humanity."
And with this statement, Mary Lou Anderson founded the National PTA's Reflections Program in 1969.  That makes this year, 2021, the 52nd anniversary of the Reflections Program.  This program engages students in expressions of the cultural arts based on a theme that is selected new each year.
If you are new to Reflections, or if you have questions about the program please do not hesitate to contact the HCCPTA Reflections chair.  Contact info is provided in the email that contained this guidance package. 
Reflections is an inexpensive program to run, it is student centric, and it gives us the opportunity to recognize additional dimensions of our youths’ talent that isn’t strictly academic or athletic.  Every PTA in good standing is eligible to participate in Reflections.  Join the 22+ PTAs in Harford County that already offer Reflections to their PTA community.  Let’s see all our Harford PTAs reflect on “Show Your Voice”
Format Rules for 2022-2023—
Dance Choreography and Film Production entries must be submitted in: MP4, MOV, or AVI format.
Music Composition entries must be submitted in MP3 or WAV format.
Photography and Visual Arts entries must be submitted in JPEG, JPG, or PNG format.
Literature entries and scores as required for Music Composition entries must be submitted in PDF format.


New For Reflections 2022-2023
There are a few changes to the Reflections program for 2022-2023.  First, for Free State only (a recommendation to make this a National change has been sent to National PTA) a change in the restriction for the Photography and Visual Arts areas:
Submissions may not be created using artificial intelligence software (such as DALL-E rotor, hotpot AI, deep AI, Craiyon, nightcafe, or other text-to-art software tools) to generate any part of the content or composition.  Content generation, including composition and arrangement, must be the result of student exercise of skills and tools This does not preclude the use of image painting and editing software such as photoshop, gimp, paint or similar software tools to filter, crop, rotate, or adjust brightness / contrast or color for photography entries.  Retouching or compositing may result in photography submissions being re-categorized from Photography to Visual Art.
Second, in the Music Composition area the following is the new description of the required notation for entries: Primary, Intermediate, and Special Artist divisions do not require musical notation.  The student may choose to submit iconic (“made-up”), traditional, or tablature notation, if desired. Middle and high school grade divisions must include music score/notation, either traditional or tablature, or a written reflective statement that provides a musically technical explanation of how the music was created (100 words or less). This now permits a statement to replace traditional notation for Middle and High students. This variance likely applies most certainly to non-traditional instrumentation.
The recommended Judging Rubric point values have changed.  
· Interpretation of Theme (40 pts.) How closely the piece relates to the theme, based on the artwork itself and the artist statement. 
· Creativity (30 pts.) How creative and original the piece is in its conception of the theme and its presentation. 
· Technical Skill (30 pts.) The level of skill demonstrated in the basic principles/techniques of the arts area. 
Previously the point levels were 20, 10, and 10. The old total point possible was 40, where now the new total is 100 points.  Before Interpretation of Theme counted twice as much as the other criteria, where now Interpretation of the Theme counts as 1.3 times as much as the other criteria, thus decreasing its weight.

Bottom Line Up Front for Locals:
· Locals in Harford County must follow the rules set forth by FSPTA as amended by this Harford County Reflections Guidelines document.
· Local PTAs are asked to visit https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections to register your local in the National Reflections Program.
· Harford County locals are asked to use the updated student entry form which is provided with this document.  Please do not alter the structure of the student entry form since it is designed to facilitate blind judging at all levels of competition.
· VERY IMPORTANT:  HCCPTA Reflections will continue to accept up to FOUR (4) entries in each arts area for each age division from each local.  This means HCCPTA will accept from:
· Elementary school PTAs, up to 24 entries from primary division plus up to 24 entries from intermediate division plus up to 24 entries from special artist division.
· Middle school PTA/PTSAs, up to 24 entries from middle school division plus up to 24 entries from special artist division.
· Middle/High school PTA/PTSAs, up to 24 entries from middle school division plus up to 24 entries from high school division plus up to 24 entries from special artist division.
· High school PTSAs, up to 24 entries from high school division plus up to 24 entries from special artist division.
· Forms for the local participation summary and list of entries submitted to HCCPTA are required to accompany student entries forwarded to Harford Council.  Please only list entries that are coming to HCCPTA to be judged—not all that were received at the local PTA level.  This information allows the Council to account for entries submitted and makes certain that the correct entries were forwarded.  Forms for the list of entries and the local participation summary are included on the hcc-pta.org website.
· HCCPTA has again established the Council award structure so that in each arts area for each age division, HCCPTA will award (as the number and quality of submitted entries permits):
· Up to 1 Outstanding Interpretation (OI) with a $25 gift;
· Up to 2 Awards of Excellence (up to 3 if no OI is awarded) and a $10 gift each;
· Up to 5 Awards of Merit with a $5 gift each.
· The Outstanding Interpretation and two Awards of Excellence (or three Awards of Excellence if no OI) will be the entries in each arts area for each age division that will go forward to Free State PTA for competition at the state level.
· Harford County results will be announced by 15 February 2023.
Tips for success in the Reflections Program:
The following tips are provided to assist in assuring that Harford students are best prepared to submit winning Reflections entries.  Please contact the HCCPTA if you have any questions:
· GENERAL:  For each arts category the specifics of the process used to produce the work must be described on the student entry form.  Make certain that music is credited where used.  Only literature entries do not require any process information on the entry form but word count is required.  Both the student and parent/guardian (unless student is 18 or older) must sign the entry form.  The detailed instructions for each arts area list specific formatting and packaging requirements.
· LOCAL PTA CHAIRS:  Local PTAs must complete the information in the top portion of the entry form.  Submit all artwork and an accompanying student entry form electronically.
· JUDGING AT HCCPTA:  Please remind students that the theme is “Show Your Voice”.  While it is important to encourage students to submit the best work they can, interpreting the theme uniquely and creatively is the most important judging criterion.
Advice on Each Arts Area:
· Dance:  Pay close attention to sound levels on the recording and the stability and focus of the camera.  Students DO NOT present the artist’s statement to begin the recording.
· Film:  Pay close attention to sound levels on the recording and the stability and focus of the camera.  THE STUDENT MUST BE THE ONLY CAMERA OPERATOR.  If a tripod is used, only the student submitting the entry may make adjustments to the camera (We do allow entries where an assistant holds the camera as still as possible and makes no adjustments -- acting as a tripod.).  Many entries have been disqualified because it was obvious that a parent or assistant was adjusting the camera.  Students DO NOT present the artist’s statement to begin the recording.
· Literature:  Submit electronically to your local following instructions and send winner to Council following Council instructions.  Submit as a pdf.
· Music:  Pay close attention to sound levels on the recording.  Notation is required for middle and high school entries.  Entries may not include any imported MIDI or other source files or use algorithmic composition software (rhythm or beat boxes).  The student must be the author of both the music and lyrics (if any) submitted.  Students DO NOT present the artist’s statement to begin the recording.
· Photography:  Take high-resolution pictures and enlarge to 8x10 inches where possible.  Remember that the limit on size is 8x10 inches for the photo and 11x14 inches including matting.  We are only accepting entries electronically.  Collages will not be judged as photos but will be judged as visual arts.  
· Visual Art:  This includes both 2D and 3D art.  All entries are submitted electronically. The size limit for 2D art is 24x30 inches including any mat but there is no thickness restriction. 3D artwork must be able to be moved for display purposes.  3D art must be presented as 3 photos of the entry (a combination of angles) for judging, ID and exhibition purposes

Local Reflections Chair’s Checklist
Step 1. Getting Started
· Enroll your PTA at https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections using the tab on the right hand side and notify HCCPTA that you have registered.
· Confirm that your local PTA is in good standing and eligible to participate.
· Make sure the Reflections program is included in your PTA’s program budget for the school year.
· Use the HCCPTA Guidelines for program deadlines and student materials.
· Recruit volunteers and engage school personnel and community members for additional support.
· Establish a timeline for your program according to deadlines set by HCCPTA, FSPTA, and National PTA.

Step 2. Promote Your Program
· Distribute program rules and student entry form.
· Promote submission deadline and instructions.

Step 3. Coordinate the Review of Student Submissions
· Collect and organize submissions by category and division.  Qualify entries according to category rules.
· Recruit judges to review student works.
· Facilitate judging and support judges as needed.
· Assign awards.
· Prepare eligible works to go on to HCCPTA competition, check student entry forms for completeness and legibility.
· Prepare list of entries going to HCCPTA and local PTA participation summary to accompany the art going forward to HCCPTA.

Step 4. Celebrate Your Student Participants
· Announce awardees to the whole school community.
· Host a Reflections Celebration Event to showcase student work and distribute certificates/awards.

Step 5. Wrap Up and Report Program Success
· Return non-advancing submissions to students.
· Recognize volunteers and evaluate your program to consider future improvements.
· Announce all students awarded at County, State and/or National level to the school community.

Guidance for Filling Out the Student Entry Form
Council and State are filled in for you in MS Word format. In fillable pdf only state is filled in.
Local PTA chair must fill out information at the top of the form.  We recommend that local chairs fill out as much of this portion of the form as possible before duplicating for distribution to students.  Good standing information will have to be completed later for the entries that come forward to Council.
Make sure student and parent/guardian information is legible and complete.  Please ensure that this information is accurate since winners are notified using this data.
Both student and parent/guardian must sign student entry form unless student is 18 or older.  Entries submitted in the Special Artist category must always be signed by a parent/guardian.
Note that the form has been designed to allow information for judges to be at the bottom of the form.  This design facilitates blind judging.
Make sure grade division and arts category are checked appropriately.  Only one grade division and only one arts category should be checked.
STUDENT MUST INCLUDE TITLE AND ARTIST’S STATEMENT ON THE ENTRY FORM.
We strongly recommend that the student not use the theme as the title.
Depending on the arts category, the lines for artwork details must include:
Dance – credit music (with title, composer, performer, and lyricist)
Film – camera used, editing software, credit music (with title, composer, performer, and lyricist), list of those appearing in film
Literature – word count of composition
Music – list of those performing the piece, list of instruments used, music composition software (if any)
Photography – camera used, kind of process to prepare photo, location and date of shot, dimensions of picture (up to 8x10 inches), dimensions with matting (up to 11x14 inches)
Visual Arts – describe medium used, dimensions of artwork, dimensions with matting (2D only; up to 24x30 inches)
Encourage the student to be creative in the artist’s statement and be persuasive about why the work relates to the theme.


Other Reflections Opportunities
National PTA Reflections sponsors a student-focused Theme Search Contest annually to determine a theme for two years later.  The winner for the 2022-2023 school year will be selected in January 2023 and will receive $100 from National PTA and recognition at the 2023 Annual PTA Convention.

Free State PTAs deadline for 2022-2023 theme search contest submissions is November 4, 2022 (NO EXCEPTIONS!!!).  For theme search student entry form and a list of past themes, see Appendix 10.

Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grants:  The National PTA Mary Lou Anderson Grant Program provides matching-dollar funding to local PTAs to support in-school and after-school arts enhancement programs in local communities.  PTAs serving at-risk student populations are particularly encouraged to apply.  Applications will be available at PTA.org/Reflections in January 2023.
For more information, visit: PTA.org/Reflections

Free State PTA Standards of Affiliation
Local Chairs - check with the State Board of Directors to make sure your PTA unit meets all requirements before sending entries to the council or state for judging.  Units not meeting the Standards of Affiliation by January 27, 2023 will have any submitted Reflections entries disqualified at Free State PTA.
· Adhere to the purposes and basic policies of the National PTA and Free State PTA;
· Remit the national and state dues to the Free State PTA office by dates designated;
· Have bylaws approved every three (3) years according to the procedures of Free State PTA;
· Have a minimum of ten members;
· Shall submit the names and contact information including phone number, address and e-mail address of all elected officers to the Free State PTA office within two (2) weeks of their election;
· Remit bonding and liability insurance premiums by the date designated;
· Have an EIN (Employer Identification Number) from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on file with the Free State PTA;
· Maintain its status as a corporation, have as required by MD Non-Profit law, at a minimum a president, secretary, and treasurer;
· File the appropriate tax forms, by the required dates, with the IRS and submits a copy to the Free State PTA office within thirty (30) days of filing;
· Each local PTA shall submit a copy of its annual financial review to the Free State PTA within 120 days following the local fiscal year end of June 30th.
· Files all appropriate state forms with the appropriate state authorities by the required date and submit a copy to the Free State PTA office within thirty (30) days of filing;
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