24th Sunday after Pentecost, November 15th, 2020
Immanuel Lutheran, North Blissfield

INTRODUCTION

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims
that the coming day of the LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul
says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake and sober.
Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still
have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence
and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and wine—
eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

PRELUDE

GATHERING
God calls us together in worship

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, in whose image we are made, who
claims us and calls us beloved.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not
faithful in using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We
do not see your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by
sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your
coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands
to serve your creation. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are
called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the

foundation of the world.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: O Zion, Haste

1 O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling, to tell to all the world that God is
light;

that he who made all nations is not willing one soul should perish, lost in
shades of night.



Refrain

Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace, tidings of Jesus, redemption, and
release.

2 Publish to ev'ry people, tongue, and nation that God, in whom they live and
mouve, 1s love;

tell how he stooped to save his lost creation and died on earth that we might
live above. Refrain

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice
and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Judges 4:1-7

Deborah was a prophet and judge who, with her general, Barak, led a
victorious holy war against a stronger Canaanite force from the north.:

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud
died. 2So the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who
reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in
Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help; for he
had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly
twenty years.

4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel.
5She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the
hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6She
sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said



to him, "The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, 'Go, take position at
Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of
Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to meet you by the
Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your
hand."

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90:1-12
1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and
the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.
3You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.”
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is
past
and like a watch in the night;
syou sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass:
¢in the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath.
80Qur iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
9When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years to an end like
a sigh.
10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even
eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away
quickly and we are gone.
1"Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation?
12§0 teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to
wisdom.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded
from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures
them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised
into everlasting life with Christ.

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 4For



since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. :5For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself,
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 7Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not
sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return
should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 4“For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 5to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. 1°The one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. 8But the one who had received the
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s

money. YAfter a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts
with them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, I have made five more talents.’ 2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22And the one with
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then
the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and



gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own
with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. 3°As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: When Peace Like a River (It is Well with My
Soul)

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows
roll,

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, it is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain: It is well (it is well) with my soul, (with my soul,)

it is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,

let this blest assurance control,

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with:
“Hear us, O God,”



You may respond with: “Your mercy is great.”

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire
of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and
denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the
world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for
the beauty of nature Tahquamenon Falls, Sleeping Bear Dunes, Pictured
Rocks, and Manitou Islands. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its
integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders
forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at
the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the
perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest
from their labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet
to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and
ever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and
be glad!

The blessing of God, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Thine the Amen

1 Thine the amen thine the praise alleluias angels raise

thine the everlasting head thine the breaking of the bread

thine the glory thine the story thine the harvest then the cup
thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.

2 Thine the life eternally thine the promise let there be

thine the vision thine the tree all the earth on bended knee

gone the nailing gone the railing gone the pleading gone the cry
gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



