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Editor 's Desk

Dear  fr iends,

                                           A wonder fu l  in i t iat ive, a f i r st  of i ts k ind 
?M useum  of Possibi l i t ies?, an evolving place for  assist ive 

devices and solut ions cam e in to existence in   
Com m issionerate for  wel fare of the Different ly Abled, 
Chennai.

                            A dream  of having al l  access solut ions under  
one roof cam e tr ue for  people with disabi l i t ies. Feel ing proud 
to be a par t of the team  behind sett ing up th is exuberant 
place .The M useum  of Possibi l i t ies wi l l  go a long way in  
?Break ing the shack les of l im itat ions due to inaccessibi l i ty?.

Regards

Bhavna Botta

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

http://www.connectspecial.in/
http://www.connectspecial.in/
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            The M useum  of  Possi bi l i t i es, a path break ing 

in i t iat ive star ted in  Com m issionerate for  wel fare of the 
di fferent ly Abled, Chennai, showcases a gam ut of assist ive 
devices .This  vibrant place spread over  2500 sq ft   wi th  an 
accessible cafe in  tow, has  a r ange of sim ple solut ions to day 
to day accessibi l i ty issues . 

       W e m eet up with   pr im ary consum ers  to  understand 
their    thoughts  and aspirat ions on the M useum  of 
Possibi l i t ies (M oP).M r  Satish is a banker  whi le  M s Sm itha 

Sadasivan, was an  accessibi l i ty consul tant for  the Elect ion 
Com m ission of India.  Both of them  use assist ive devices 

extensively and can be seen whizzing  off on their  m otor ized 
wheelchair s  .

Picture shows visi tor s viewing the assist ive devices on show 
at M useum  of Possibi l i t ies 
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In  m y opin ion, The M useum  of Possibi l i t ies is very im por tant because 
in  our  countr y m ost people don?t have in form ation or  knowledge 
about access and assist ive devices. The sm al l  percentage of people 
who have som e knowledge of th is are st i l l  grappl ing with how to 
procure i t . This would be a one-stop place for  al l  the sim ple solut ions 
which would change their  l i fe.

There m ight also be people who are developing assist ive devices or  
have br i l l iant ideas about som e new technology but m ay not know 
how to reach out to the stakeholders -th is is where M op wi l l  be useful  
as the m useum  would be the platform  to connect people and br idge 
th is gap.

The need for  M oP has been fel t  long back  and i t  should have been 
star ted m any years ago but never theless, I  am  happy that we have 
m ade the beginn ing for  m any l ike th is across the countr y.

Picture shows Satish on h is m otor ized wheelchair , r eading 
the l i fe changing events on the Im pact wal l   in  the M useum  
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#  W hat is unique about this place, can this be replicated 
and how does the model home in the museum influence the 
way we look at assistive devices.

I t  is un ique in  m any ways, I  have not seen or  heard about any 
other  place being bui l t  exclusively for  people with 
disabi l i t ies, i t  cater s to al l  disabi l i t ies and is com pletely 
accessible. I  feel  th is is un ique and a pioneer ing one as the 
solut ions and devices are appl icable to independent l iving, 
work  and leisure.

I  l ike the m odel  hom e as i t  dem onstrates how independent 
l iving is possible with sm al l  adaptat ions and aids. The 
M useum  of possibi l i t ies is a r epl icable m odel  and has a great 
scope in  creat ing awareness and changing the l ives of people 
with disabi l i t ies whether  urban or  r ural .

#  W hat is the impact on access and on the society, you 
are envisaging through this concept?

The im pact wi l l  be hum ungous. The m op is not on ly a 
m ust-visi t  place for  people who have no in form ation or  
knowledge about access but also for  people who are 
al r eady using assist ive devices but m ay not know about 
the new developm ents in  the f ield and how they could 
change their  l ives.
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The new technologies and adaptat ions wi l l  change the 
qual i ty of l i fe and open up m any oppor tun i t ies in  the area 
of em ploym ent, hobbies, spor ts, etc.

The workplace adaptat ions are sim ple and would lead to 
f inancial  Independence. This wi l l  m ake them  less 
dependent on others and becom e independent. This, over  
a per iod of t im e, wi l l  m ake society open up to an inclusive 
work for ce.

#  W hat sor t of convergence / development / networking 
scope does M oP have?

I  feel  M op wi l l  play a m ajor  r ole in  m ak ing people real ize 
how sm al l  changes can m ake m any th ings possible and 
lead to a better  qual i ty of l i fe. I  also feel  we need to spread 
the word about M op not on ly in  Tam il  Nadu but across the 
countr y so m ore and m ore people wi l l  benefi t .

A lot of work  needs to be done to create awareness about 
M op and also to bui ld a network . New product dem os on 
m edia, and conferences wi l l  m ake people know about 
M op.

#  As a pr im ary end-user  of assist ive devices what else 
would you l ike to see at M op?

The M oP should be able to display or  r eflect the 
innovations developed global ly -on ly then i t  wi l l  evolve 
and sustain  people?s in terest. Innovation and reaching the 
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the publ ic should be a cont inuous process.

The M oP has a lot of scope in  connect ing the needs of people 
with disabi l i t ies to the developers -for  exam ple, I  use a 
m otor ized wheelchair  and I  dream  of dr iving a car  that can be 
operated by a joyst ick . W e don?t have th is technology in  India 
and im por t ing a car  l ike that is beyond a com m on m an?s 
pocket.This is where I  feel  M op can play a crucial  r ole 
-ident i fying developers for  individual ized needs and m ak ing 
dream s com e tr ue!!

https:/ / tnm op.in /

                            Now there is a m odel  in  place so govt can 't  be 

postponing the agenda of accessibi l i ty. Every publ ic 
bui lding, job establ ishm ent, and tr anspor t system  should be 
accessible. I f  personal  m obi l i ty on the ground at the 
m icro-level  can be m ade fu l ly accessible, why not  at the 
m acro level .

                  The housing depar tm ent should take inputs fr om  
the M useum  of Possibi l i t ies and execute. Now we have a 
m odel  for  ensur ing al l  housing program s are accessible 
which should be m andated by the governm ent. I t 's t im e 
that penal  provisions are enfor ced for  accessibi l i ty 
non-com pl iance.

At a personal  level , M OP gives an exper ience and feel  of 
what accessibi l i ty can do to a person, how enabl ing i t  is, how 
m uch fr eedom  i t  gives and how every aspect of l i fe can be 
m ade easy with sim ple adaptat ions.-Sm ita Sadasivan                 

https://tnmop.in/
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TAK ING BACK  CONTROL: NEW  3D PRINTED BRACELET 
EM POW ERS TH E H AND-IM PAIRED TO PLAY VIDEO GAM ES

Or iginal ly featured at Access and Inclusion Through Technology

http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/?edi t ion_id=81f52d50-d425-11ec-9961-fa163e6ccaff
https:/ / 3dpr in t ingindustr y.com /news/ tak ing-back -control -new-3d-pr in ted-bracelet-em powers-
the-hand-im paired-to-play-video-gam es-208904/

Researchers at the Universi ty of Sydney have developed a 3D 
pr in ted sensor  bracelet that al lows those with hand 
im pairm ents to m ore easi ly use com puters and play video 
gam es.

By detect ing vibrat ions in  users? wr ists as they m ove their  
f ingers, the wearable is said to be capable of pick ing up 
inputs, before relaying these to a m achine learn ing (M L) 
program  that conver ts them  in to com putat ional  com m ands. 
Once they?ve per fected th is process, the team  in tends to 
m ake the bracelet open-source, wi th the aim  of im proving 
sm ar t device access for  disabled people across the wor ld.

Picture shows 3D pr in ted sensor  bracelet on a hand . 
Photo via the Universi ty of Sydney.

http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=81f52d50-d425-11ec-9961-fa163e6ccaff
https://3dprintingindustry.com/news/taking-back-control-new-3d-printed-bracelet-empowers-the-hand-impaired-to-play-video-games-208904/
https://3dprintingindustry.com/news/taking-back-control-new-3d-printed-bracelet-empowers-the-hand-impaired-to-play-video-games-208904/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/
https://www.sydney.edu.au/
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                            People with disabi l i t ies such as cerebral  palsy 
often suffer  fr om  m uscle st i f fness and var iat ions in  
m uscle tone, which leave them  vulnerable to jer ky 
involuntar y m ovem ents or  give them  exaggerated 
reflexes.

             Given the in tr icacy of the inputs now required to 
operate com puters, m obi le phones and gam ing pads, the 
hand-im paired are therefore faced with being fr ozen out 
of the m odern wor ld. To com bat th is, Professor  Nadia 
Badawi, who supervised Lin  on the bracelet project, says 
that the rapid developm ent of advanced assist ive 
technologies is vi tal , but they m ust be attainable enough to 
m eet dem and.

?W e know that assist ive technology holds the key to a 
br ighter  future for  m any chi ldren with cerebral  palsy and 
sim i lar  disabi l i t ies, wi th the potent ial  to tr ansform  
com m unicat ion, m obi l i ty, and par t icipat ion in  society,? 
adds Badawi. 

                        ?Cerebral  palsy is the m ost com m on physical  
disabi l i ty in  chi ldhood global ly, m eaning i t  is vi tal  that 
these tech advancem ents are accessible, custom izable and 
as widely avai lable as possible.?
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                                 Lin  and Badawi?s solut ion to the 
technological  bar r ier s faced by hand im pairm ent 
sufferer s takes the shape of a un ique, sensor -packed 
bracelet. 3D pr in ted using an everyday Form labs system , 
the device is designed to pick  up subt le f inger  
m ovem ents via vibrat ions in  the carpal  tunnel , a wr ist  
area that contains the tendons which control  the hand.

                                        Once these inputs have been detected, 
they can be sent via blue tooth to a program  the 
researchers have designed, which is capable of 
ident i fying patterns and com m unicat ing them  with a 
given device. 

                      As th is process is car r ied out instantaneously, 
the bracelet enables wearers to input the com m ands 
needed to play gam es, som ething that ordinar i ly r equires 
using a handheld control ler.

Im age shows PhD student Stephen Lin  using the 3D 
pr in ted bracelet to play a video gam e. Photo via the 
Universi ty of Sydney .

https://formlabs.com/uk/
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Di n i n g W i th  Di gn i ty

This elegant, patented design 
enables those with gr ip 
im pairm ent due to spinal  
in jur y, ar thr i t is, Park inson?s or  
other  handicaps to grasp their  
for k , spoon or  kn i fe using a 
yoke attached to the handle.
https:/ / din ingwithdign i ty.com /

Picture shows spoon ,kn i fe and for k  with yokes for  f ingers to sl ide in

 At The Uf f i zi  Gal l er y in  Florence, 

they have Versions of Paint ings so 

that visi tor s with visual  
im pairm ent can enjoy the Ar t

Picture shows a tact i le version of the 
pain t ing on a slant table next to the 
or iginal  pain t ing hung on wal l

ht t ps:/ /www.boredpanda.com

To share ,to r ead archive edi t ions,log on to 

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

To subscr ibe ,give feedback ,wr i te to

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

https://diningwithdignity.com/
https://www.boredpanda.com/
https://www.boredpanda.com/
http://www.connectspecial.in/
http://www.connectspecial.in/
mailto:botta.bhavna@gmail.com
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