SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON
WOODTURNERS
NEWSLETTER – MARCH 2017

Visit our website at http://www.southwestwashingtonwoodturners.com/

Regular meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month. We will meet at our
regular time and place this month.
MARCH MEETING – 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 22, 2017 at Friends of the
Carpenter, 1600 W 20th St, Vancouver, WA.
Presenter: Lloyd Johnson from WoodturnerPro, Segmented Software

President’s Message
Hey all, its Spring!!!
This year’s events and symposiums include the 2nd Oregon Woodturning Symposium in
Albany, Oregon which ran from Friday, March 17th through Sunday, March 19th.
As I write this it’s Saturday afternoon and I’m at the symposium. Being both fun and
educational are just two of the advantages of attending symposiums, but being so close to
home is also an advantage. If you get this newsletter in time and can make it, you might find
something that interests you Sunday - the last demo is at noon.
Vendors are plenty and there are some good deals to be had. I am sure there are more than a
couple tools you just have to own. Our club is in Room One sharing duties with the Oregon
Coast club, and I wish to thank the members who volunteered to help with the video and
audio equipment. Everything has gone well with little to no problems, and even our new
quickly put together light bar came in handy as we had to set up two demo spots in the room.
Some of the most interesting and inspirational demonstrations at this year’s symposium were
those by Michael Blankanship who has been blind for the past 13 years. He does an
exceptional job turning bowls and lidded boxes, in addition to being a fine gentleman and
presenter.
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I have also enjoyed the Instant Gallery and included a few pictures in this newsletter. I was
even moved to purchase a beautiful piece from the Gallery, included in the images too.
Coming in May is the Utah Symposium and the AAW Symposium is scheduled for Kansas City
in June. If you couldn’t attend this one in Oregon, perhaps one of the others will be more
suited to your schedule.
I have to condense this message as there is still much to do and see and the raffle begins in a
few minutes followed by a great dinner and auction.
About our meeting on Wednesday, March 22 - the presenter will be Lloyd Johnson from
WoodturnerPro who will be demonstrating his newest segmented software. Hope to see you
there.
Keep rubbing the bevel and be safe.

Dan Baker
_____________

2017 Oregon Woodturners Symposium Photos. These are a few pictures from the
symposium in Albany, provided by Dan Baker:

Symposium Instant Gallery
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Kathleen Duncan’s pieces in the Gallery

Donated bowls for the Beads of
Courage program.

Michael Blankenship, a blind turner at the Symposium

Molly Winton DVD for our library.

Instant Gallery - Dan bought this one.
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Wood blanks for sale…….

And unusual finished pieces.

__________________
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February Show & Tell Photos -
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Refer a friend! Ask them to join and become a member of the Southwest Washington
Woodturners. It’s low-priced easy fun.

COMMERCIALS

Shop and save at these businesses with your SWWWT membership card.
Gilmer Wood Co. – Portland, OR
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware – Beaverton, OR
Woodcraft – Tigard, OR
Woodcrafters – Portland, OR
North Woods Figured Wood – Gaston, OR
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AAW NEWS

From Kathleen Duncan, Member – AAW Board of Directors
In April, AAW will introduce a new beginner curriculum website and the Woodturning
FUNdamentals publication as one entity under the Woodturning FUNdamentals brand. The site will
contain articles and videos to help you learn more about woodturning, whether you’re just getting
starting or a seasoned turner planning to expand your skills. Some of the topics include safety,
sharpening, tools, and finishing. This site will be especially helpful if you are mentoring a new turner.
Also beginning in April, we will be offering a half price year’s AAW membership to never-before
AAW members. This offer will be available through June. If you are not a member, you can see what
membership offers at:
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=MemberBenefits
.
As always –if you’d like more information or have questions about the AAW, please contact me.

Kathleen

woodspinner@gmail.com

ARTICLES / MEMBER SHARING

Are you willing to write a short story or tutorial? If you have something that you think would
be of interest to other members, send it to the editor. All input is needed by the 15 th of the
month.

SWWWT – MEMBER SALES
Your ads selling woodturning or related items are welcome. To list an item for sale, send the editor an e-mail at
tr60rr@gmail.com. Photos are OK. Ads will run once. To repeat or continue the ad, please advise each
month.
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MORE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER CONTENT: Thanks to Rick Rich
for forwarding this information, which is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their
web site: www.morewoodturningmagazine.com

YOUR MONTHLY ONLINE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE
View this month’s content

View Sample Issue

Subscribe – Only $25 / year

Spherical Salt and Pepper Shakers
by Fred Holder
These salt and pepper shakers are ball-shaped objects with a recessed cone on the bottom
side with a small hole in the bottom of the cone. You pour salt or pepper into the cone,
shake the ball until the salt slides through the small hole. Turn the cone down and no salt
comes out. Shake the ball and magically salt finds its way through the small hole and
applies salt to your food. I tried it with pepper and found it worked quite well also.

Photo 1. Tools for the project
Requirements for this Project (see Photo 1):
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1. A hardwood ball (I used a 2-1/2” Holly ball for this project)
2. A ball chuck made from PVC Compression Fitting to fit the particular size ball you are
using
3. Roughing Gouge for initial shaping of the wood
4. Spindle Gouge for detailed work
5. Parting Tool
6. Small hollowing tool
7. Drill chuck to fit the tailstock; Morse Taper and two sizes of Forstner bits:
1 1/4” and 1”
8. Small hand-held drill chuck with a 3/32” drill bit
9. Cup centers to hold the ball between centers for final sanding
10. Spring divider
11. Sandpaper in various grits down to 600 grit
12. Wax and a polishing cloth
To begin this project, mark a center point on an end grain part of the ball, mount the ball
into the ball chuck, and align it with the tail center (see Photo 2).

Photo 2. Ball held in ball chuck with center marked
Tighten the chuck to hold the ball firmly in the chuck. If you don’t wish to make one of the
ball chucks, you can substitute a jam fit chuck to hold the ball. The jam fit chuck would be
best made from wet wood so that it will hold
very securely.
Drill a hole about 1/4 deep with the 1-1/4” Forstner bits. (see Photo 3).
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Photo 3. Drilling the 1-14” hole about ¼” deep
Follow up with the 1” Forstner bit and drill the hole about three fourths of the way
through the ball. Take care to not drill all of the way through the ball (see Photo 4).

Photo 4. Drilling the 1” hole about ¾ of the way through the ball
Now, using a small offset hollowing tool (I used one of the Crown small hollowing tools
with about a 45-degree offset), enlarge the hole inside the ball. You can make this as large
as you feel comfortable with to make the shaker lighter and to hold more salt or simply
enlarge the area to provide a larger capacity for salt than is provided by the drilled hole
(see Photo 5).
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Photo 5. After hollowing the ball with a small offset tool
Remove the chuck from the lathe with the ball still held firmly and set it aside. Mount
another piece of wood of the same type as your ball and turn it round. Mark a line from the
end of the wood that is 1/2 the diameter of your ball.
Now, set your spring caliper to fit snugly on the 1-1/4” Forstner drill bit. Using the parting
tool and the caliper, cut a tenon about 1/4” wide on the line. This tenon should fit into the
recess in your ball. Reset the caliper to the size of the 1” drill and turn a second step 1” in
diameter. Then taper from this point to the end of the wood as shown in Photo 6.

Photo 6. Cone ready to insert into
the ball

Photo 7. Drilling the 3/32” hole in
the cone

With the parting tool used like a skew chisel, cut a small cone-shaped hole in the very end
of the wood. Using that cone shaped hole as a guide, drill a 3/32” hole in the end of the
tapered section (see Photo 7).
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This hole doesn’t need to penetrate the full length of the cone shape, about half way will be
sufficient. Part off about 1/4” beyond the edge of the larger step and glue the piece into
your ball. I used yellow glue (Titebond II to be specific). I mounted the ball chuck back
onto the lathe, applied glue to the steps on the cone shaped piece of Photo 7, inserted the
cone into the ball and used the tailstock as a clamp for about one half hour. When the glue
as set sufficiently, turn the plug to the ball shape as shown in Photo 8.

Photo 8. Plug turned to the ball shape
Using a small spindle gouge, turn a cone-shaped recess into the inserted cone. Exert care
not to turn through the side of the cone. With luck, the small hole will be in the center of
the cone-shaped recess as shown in Photo 9.

Photo 9. The cone-shaped recess with small hole in center
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At this point, you are done with the turning and only have to sand and finish the piece. I’ve
found that balls are easiest to sand when mounted between two cone centers on the lathe
as shown in Photo 10.

Photo 10. Between centers for Sanding
Sand through the grits to about 600 grit, apply wax and buff with a cloth or with a buffing
wheel and you are done.
Make a second one and insert a white wood (like holly) in the top
of the salt shaker and a black wood (like African blackwood) in the second
one to create a salt and pepper shaker (see Photo 11).

Photo 11. Salt and Pepper shakers.
____________________
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