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LakeviewVillage
   Assisted Living Apartments
    v    Meals Provided
    v  Housekeeping Services
    v  Wellness checks
           - Medication management
    v  Activities 

   Units Available
Call Tanya Powell for a tour 622-3131

“Experience the Comfort and Security of 
Retirement Living in the Amanas”

Colonial Manor of Amana is hiring!
Part time Housekeeper  5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Part time Dietary Aide  5:30 am - 1:30 pm 

or 5:30 am -10:00 am
Call Tanya at 319-622-3131

Amana Retirement Community

 Michele Maring Miller 
Art Gallery    

20% off  Michele’s work. 
(at least 15 new works) 

10% off  everything else including: 
antiques, political button collection, toys, 

Amana Rockers and rugs, glass ware, 
pewter, and much more. 

Different special each week and refreshments. 
Open 10-5 Fri - Sunday. Sale Ends 
Dec. 23rd  or call 319-249-4524

News & Notes continues on page 2
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Heard “On the Street” after Prelude
  After Prelude to Christmas weekend in the Col-
onies, here are a few of the things we “heard on 
the street” when talking to local residents and mer-
chants.
  “Wow, Saturday of Prelude was so busy we had 
a huge long line of folks at the Tannenbaum Forest 
waiting to see Santa,” said a T Forest volunteer. “I 
don’t recall seeing it this busy ever.” 
  “’It’s a Wonderful Life” (A Radio Play) at the Ama-
na Performing Arts Center is so much fun!  I thought 
it was really well done. . .  I want my daughters to 
see it next weekend,” said a TKM patron who saw 
the play Saturday night. 
  She added, “I think I was expecting it to be a 
rerun of the movie, but this was a totally different 
show that works with the original story but adds to it 
in ways that made it entertaining and fresh for me. 
. . I think I’ve seen the movie like two dozen times, 
but this was told in such a cool way that it came to 
life for me again.”
  Elly Hoehnle Amana Church administrator sent 
a note to Amana Church members thanking all for 
their contributions to the Amana Church’s annual 
Christmas Bazaar and Cookie Walk. She reported 
that both events went very, very well. The events 
benefit the Amana Church youth group, summer 
vacation Bible camp and Sunday School helping 
pay for books, curriculum, music, craft items. This 
past year nearly 80 children attended the week 
long, free day camp, Summer VBS, at the Amana 
Church.
  One volunteer told us, “I could not believe how 
many cookies we had…. Really every year I think 
‘can we pull this off?’ and this year it was just amaz-
ing how many cookies and candies came in and 
they were all beautiful! A big thank you to the cookie 
bakers!” 
  With items donated by local woodworkers and 
craftspeople, holiday wares and gifts, antiques and 
so many lovely finds, the Bazaar was filled with 
Christmas treasures. “This was one of the best 
weekends, we’ve had,” said Carmen Grimm. She 
and Jane Krauss co-chaired the event. “Friday es-
pecially was a good day for us.” 
  “Santa’s here!” exclaimed more than one very ea-
ger child at the Tannenbaum Forest this weekend. 
So many kids and their parents came to see Santa 
the line wrapped around and through the trees. 
Santa is coming back to the Forest too. See story 
below.
  “I come for the fudge,” said one visitor from Des 
Moines on Thursday morning. We met on the side-
walk outside of the Millstream Brau Haus after he 
and his wife had lunch at the restaurant. “I know 
that sounds nutty, but I love fudge!” The fudge-lover 
confessed that he bought fudge in the shops and 
also made sure he got plenty of fudge at the Cook-
ie Walk. “Well, I also buy bacon while I’m here. I 
should say that. Amana bacon is the best.”

 Santa News Flash: He’s Back. 
Thursday Santa Parades in Village of Amana

Coming to T Forest too! 
  Hey,  Santa is coming to town in style. On Thurs-
day, Dec. 7 Santa will get on his sleight at the 
Compass Amana Family Medical Clinic, downtown 
Amana, and then he will parade through the streets 
of the village of Amana.  Yes, if you live in town be 
ready with the porch lights on – or watch for him to 
come down your street. If you live in another village, 
please come to town to see Santa. He’ll be making 
stops enroute to greet kids!
  Santa will also be seated in his sleigh at the Tan-
nenbaum Forest on Friday from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 10 – 3:30 p.m.   A live rein-
deer will be at the Tannenbaum Forest weather per-
mitting from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
Also on Saturday and Sunday the Amana Arts Guild 
is providing a pick up and make at home holiday 
craft for kids at the Tannenbaum Forest. 

 Second Weekend for TKM “It’s a Wonderful 
Life: A Live Radio Play”

  We’ve heard from locals who’ve seen TKM’s holi-
day show at the Amana Performing Arts Center, “It’s 
a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” by Joe Landry.  

–––––

Amana Church Society news  
  The Early Service will be in the Middle Church 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 starting 8:30 A.M. with 
Br. Jon Childers presiding.
  Opening Hymn: “Dein Jesus kommt und will sich 
ausgebären,” No. 126 Seite 117
  Testimony: Johann Friedrich Rock, Himbach, De-
cember 25, 1735
  Scripture: Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18
            Isaiah 12:1-6  
  Closing Hymn: “Macht hoch die Thür” No. 610 
Seite 598
  The Late Service will start at 10:00 A.M. with the 
following hymns:
  Opening Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Heavens!” No. 38
  Closing Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Hosts of Righteous” 
No. 19
  The Wednesday Evening Prayer Service 
(Nachtgebet) begins at 7:00 P.M. in Middle.
    Visitors are welcome to join us in worship. Child-
care is available during Sunday’s 10:00 A.M. Service.

Feathers continues on page 2

–––––

–––––

–––––

Service Company Holiday Schedule
  The Amana Society service company will be 
closed on December 25th, 26th and January 1st for 
the holidays.

blood drive
  The Amana Library will host an ImpactLife Blood 
Drive on December 19 & 21 from 1:30 to 6:00 at the 
Donor Bus, in the Amana Library/Elementary Park-
ing Lot, 3023 220th Trail, Middle Amana. 
  To donate one must: be at least 17, weigh over 
110 pounds, possess a photo ID and eat/hydrate 
before donating. Walk-ins are accepted. Appoint-
ments are preferred. Whole Blood and Double Red 
Cell (Dec 19th only) will be available to donate. To 
sign up,  and schedule, please call the Amana Li-
brary 319-622-3192 or email amanalibrary@ccas-
chools.org. As a THANK YOU, donors will receive a 
gift card or a donation to area food banks! 

FEATHERS IN THE WIND
In the village of Homestead, we always had a Christ-
mas program sponsored by the Homestead Welfare 
Club. The club room, in my youth, still had the old 
plaster walls from the communal era, which were 
whitewashed with a blue color that never quite 
blended together between brush strokes. Frankly, 
it looked like lightning bolts had hit the walls again, 
and again, creating a rather distressing effect until 
the 1960s when those walls were covered with wood 
paneling. 
  An oil stove stood along the east wall. One had to 
really think about where one sat in the room in order 
to stay warm. Too close to that stove and you were 
really hot!
  Willie Dittrich was in charge of playing the pump 
organ both for our Sunday School and for the Club 
Christmas program. Looking back on those days, one 
wonders how he remained calm as we children clus-
tered around him shouting out our songs. I do mean 
“shouting” because there were several of us who 
could not hold a tune even if we had a butterfly net. 
  For the Club program, we had little verses to re-
cite in front of friends and family. Naturally, we had to 
practice these at home and then at the club house, 
knowing full well that the audience would applaud no 

Amana Heritage Society Calls All 
Hardy Volunteers!!

  We hope to assemble a crew of Amana Heritage 
Family & Friends to help with an important project.  
A number trees need to be cut down at the Ama-
na Heritage Museum and the Homestead Village 
Church.  Much of the wood will make good firewood. 
Some friends have already offered to provide some 
pieces of larger equipment.  We still need a number 
of helpers to cut, load wood, and remove it from our 
property. We are looking at doing this work over a 
few weekends in January.  If you would like to help, 
please either call the museum at 319.622.3567 or 
email at amanaheritage@southslope.net and we’ll 
add you to the contact list for more information.  
Lunch will be provided!!                              

Thanks!!
Amana Heritage Society

 Food Drive Collection at Colonial Manor
 Nursing Home.  Non perishable food donated to 

those who are in need this holiday season.  
We continue to collect in December and January, at 

our facility.  Questions/concerns Contact Joey. 
319-622-3131
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Brenda Neuendorf 
319-239-3797 

Bneuendorf@pinnaclerealtyia.com 
Pinnacle Realty Licensed Realtor in the State of Iowa

For Sale        
Main floor living or commercial space. 

For Sale        
708 47th Ave 
Main Amana

$205,000
1 bd, 1 bath 
Apartment 
Upstairs

Amana Area Fellowship 
Family Christmas Dinner

Please join us for a Christmas Celebration: Christmas 
meal, Christmas carols, and  a short devotional. 

All to celebrate the birth of Christ! Thursday, 
December 14, 2023 in the Amana Performing Arts 

Center  6:00 P.M. Main dish will be provided. 
See sign-up details for sides and desserts at

www.amanaareafellowship.org   and on Facebook

Sandersfeld Family Christmas concert
  The Shawn Sandersfeld family invites you to join 
them in celebrating Christ at the Sandersfeld Fam-
ily Music Ministry Christmas Concert on Thursday, 
December 21, 2023. 6:30 pm at the Amana Perform-
ing Arts Center (Old Creamery Theatre building). In-
clement weather date will be Friday, December 22.
  Enjoy unique arrangements of contemporary and 
traditional Christmas carols performed by the family 
on piano, guitar, bells, marimba and more. The con-
cert is free, with a free will offering available.

matter how good or bad we were. Most of us just held 
to the motto “get it over with.” 
  One time, we had letter cards that spelled out 
“Christmas.” This part of the program begam with “C” 
is for the Christ child born upon this day, “H” for the 
herald angels in the sky, “R” is for our Redeemer, “I” 
for Israel, “S” for the star that shown so bright, “T” was 
for the three wise men who traveled far. Beyond that, I 
do not remember what “M,” “A,” or “S” stood for. 
  Following are part of the program, came the quartet 
of men: Theo Kippenhan, Willie Dittrich, Louis Cle-
mens and Carl Selzer, who sat around a table and 
sang some songs in German which we kids could not 
understand. Nor did we really care to understand be-
cause we were waiting for the man dressed in red. 
  Naturally, we had to sing “Jingle Bells” to get Santa 
Claus to come tromping through the door. We had to 
sing the song two or three times so that he could hear 
us. We children figured that he was either old, hard of 
hearing, or at the North Pole and so far away that we 
had to shout! 
  Eventually there was this loud thumping of his cane 
and in he walked., Oddly enough, he had a rather old-
fashioned suit on, not at all like the ones that Santa 
wore in the stores in Cedar Rapids. He also carried a 
feed sack or two. Even though he wore glasses, he 
usually had trouble reading the names on the packag-
es that were produced from the bags, so some adults 
helped. It was agony waiting to have your name 
called! You knew that you had been good all the time, 
however, especially when you had to share with your 
siblings.  Sometimes, in my little black heart, I sort of 
hoped some mean bully would get the dreaded chunk 
of coal. Of course, I would be kind and benevolent as 
he sobbed, but secretly, I would cheer. 
  When all was over and done, as far as the gifts 
were concerned, Santa would leave and the ladies 
would bring out the Christmas cookies, ice cream and 
punch. One year we even had ice cream that had a 
green Christmas tree inside the vanilla. Wow! Natu-
rally, all the children had a sugar high and were loud. 
The parents wanted to get them home and into bed 
as soon as possible. 

B.S.H.

Safe Haven Waffle Breakfast 
Saturday, December 9th, 2023
8-11 AM in the Amana Church

Dad’s Belgian Waffles Served with 
sausage, OJ, coffee &  a variety of syrups 
$10 all you can eat Age 5 and under free

Thank you
  Thank you to everyone who embroidered, 
canned, baked, made candy, cross stitched, used a 
lathe, crocheted, sewed, etc., etc. 
  Thank you to those that volunteered their time 
to set up, organize, help shoppers, monitor, wrap, 
hand out tickets, accept payments, put tables away, 
vacuum, and generally restore order to the Amana 
meeting house. 
  The Amana Church’s annual Christmas Bazaar 
and Cookie Walk were record-breaking events 
making over $8,000 for our children’s ministries. 
  And a special thank you to those from near and 
far who shopped at our events.

Want to Buy 
-Reloading Equipment
-Presses and Dies
-Large and Small Estates

-Muzzleloaders and Firearms: Vintage & Modern
Will also do Appraisals & Consignment Sales

Call, Text or Email   JOEL VZ (319) 530-1234
jvanzante@southslope.net

-Bullets and Brass
-Shooting Sports Items
-Supplies and Ammo

________________________________________
Help Wanted________________________________________

Sales Associate Needed for Fireside Winery in the 
Village - Main Amana.  Wednesday and Thursdays 
and occasional weekends.  $15/hour plus tips.
Contact cassie@firesidewinery.com for more infor-
mation.________________________________________

Wanted/Wanted to buy________________________________________
BUYING All ANTIQUES; Toys, signs, Furniture, 
Crocks, Paintings, textiles, automotive, oddities and 
the unusual. Any condition. Fair cash prices paid. 
Call or text 319-270-1251/Jack Cirkl.______________________________________

 For Rent/ lease____________________________________
2 BR Apt in South Amana. No smoking, background 
check, deposit. Call Larry at 319-540-9351________________________________________

News & Notes from page 1
And their response has been “two thumbs up.”
  “It’s so much fun! I loved it,” said a guest from 
Friday night’s show.
  “Yes, yes, yes. This is what I’ve missed with CO-
VID and all… going to the theatre for a wonderful 
Christmas show and this one is so heart felt and 
well done. I was really impressed with the whole 
thing. I can definitely recommend it. Yes, go see it!” 
said a Sunday matinee guest.
  Receive a big dose of holiday cheer by seeing 
the show this weekend as it continues Dec. 8 – 10 
with shows on Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m.  To reserve tickets email Deb 
Kennedy at deborahkennedy@live.com or check 
the TKM Theatrical Productions Facebook page for 
the link to online purchases. 
  Starring: Quanda C. Hood, Jonesy McElroy, Jus-
tin Roberts, Dana Jensen and Tom Milligan. Spon-
sored by the Amana Family Practice Clinic.  Tickets 
are $25.

Amana Area Fellowship 
Come all who are thirsty

Sunday Church Services 
@ 9:00 a.m.

Starting January 14th & 28th

At the Amana Performing 
Arts Center

(Former Old Creamery Theatre)

www.amanaareafellowship.org

Amana Colonies Land Use District (ACLUD)
Notice of Board of Trustees Meeting and Tentative 

Agenda December 11, 2023 – 7:00 pm
AClud 4304 220th Trail Amana & via ZOOM link

I. Call Meeting to Order
II. Set Agenda
III. Review/Approve the November 13, 2023 BOT Meet-
ing Minutes.
IV. Welcome visitors and allow citizens to speak on items 
not on the agenda.
V. Discussion/Action on the following permit applications 
in Historic Preservation Zoning Districts:
  a. 2023-127. Amana Colonies Historic Sites Founda-
tion/ 609 7th Ave West Amana/ HP-A / Rezoning request. 
Change Opah’s Tractor Barn Museum parcel from HP-A 
to HP-R so that the historic barn has potential of being 
converted into residential property.
  b. 2023-069. Al Brower / 5209 E St East Amana/ HP-R / 
GRANT APPLICATION / Scrape / prime / paint old shed 
and lean to in back yard. No permit needed just grant 
approval. This grant was approved by the BOT at their 
August 14, 2023 meeting. Administrator has viewed fin-
ished project, taken photos and received copies of their 
final invoicing. Value of the grant will be $1363 (75% of 
original estimate of $1817).
VI.Other Business.
 a. Discussion/Action:
VII. Review/Approve December Disbursements Report.
VIII. Review/Approve the November Treasurer’s Report.
IX. President’s Report.
X. Administrator’s Report.
XI. Adjourn.
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receipts for education at Big G 
  We are Excited to inform you that we are partnering with Big G Food Store in 
Marengo, in an incredible program that allows us to earn FREE classroom equip-
ment and supplies.
  Here’s How You Can Help!
•	 Shop at the Big G Food Store from September 1, 2023 - March 31, 2024
•	 Save your receipts and send them to school with your child or drop them off at 

the Amana Library.
•	 Your receipts will earn us points for free classroom equipment and supplies, 

donated by the store.
•	 Please submit your receipts (the date needs to be on the receipt for it to be valid) 

to to our school by April 4, 2024
Thank you

Amana Elementary 
Staff & Students

The Amana Society Bulletin is published by the Amana Print Shop for the Amana 
Society Inc.and distributed free as a public service to the Amana Community. On-line at: 

amanacoloniestoday.com           Email: amanaprintshop@southslope.net

Reminder when using the 
Amana Colonies Trail:

  The gates on the trail along the Millrace are closed with this wet weather 
and will likely remained closed with temperatures above freezing.  Your 
help in keeping bikes off that section of the trail when the gates are closed 
would be greatly appreciated.
  We would also like to remind everyone that no motorized vehicles should 
be accessing the trail.  Vehicles can cause damage to the bridge planks 
and the trails surface.  Please be respectful and keep all motorized vehicles 
off all sections of the trail in all weather.

Hahn Bakery 
Open Wednesdays &

Saturdays  7:00 until Sold out 
Please place orders the day 

before pick-up (recommended)

Call 319-622-3439 

Pre-Order your New 
Year’s Pretzel for pick-up 

on Dec 30 or 31

Doris will retire after the last one 
is picked up Dec. 31 


