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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

2198 N. Meridian Road, Tallahassee, FL 32303-5062 
(850) 385-2728, Office 

ststephentallahassee@embarqmail.com, Email        www.st-stephen-lutheran-net 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 amñ2:00 pm  

Pastor Maryõs Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm; emergent care as 
needed by calling Pastor Mary: 561-602-8425 

 
Rev. Mary Nesmith, Interim Pastor         Rev. Emory Hingst, Pastor Emeritus 
Katharine Gossman, Music Director         Lori Zengel, Office Manager 
Sarah Pruitt, Nursery Attendant      All Members, Ministers 

 

Welcome Everyone! 
We are glad to have you with us this morning.  If you need assistance in finding anything, one of our 
ushers will be glad to help you. 
 
Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  
Proceed up the stairs and through the double doors.  Unisex bathrooms are available through the kitchen 
in the office area. 
 
Sunday Church School for pre-K through middle school meets each Sunday at 9 a.m.. 
 
A nursery is available for children of pre-kindergarten age during the worship service.  Please check 
with an usher for the location of the nursery. 

 
Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.  

 
All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and  
numbered by hymn, not page.  
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, which 

means we welcome and support all people regardless of their sexual orientation, their 

gender identity or that of their children, parents, siblings or friends. 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament.  Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ 
truly is present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  Those not wishing to  
commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.  To indicate this, please cross your 
arms over your chest.  If you are not able to come forward, please inform the ushers and the 
meal will be brought to you. 
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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 12, 2017 

 

INTRODUCTION  
 

In todayõs reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying 
God.  Much of todayõs gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments.   
Jesusõ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and the 
neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community.  We, too, are invited to em-
brace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised 
that to do so means life for us  
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
 
PRELUDE  
 
The assembly stands to face the baptismal font.  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGI VENESS 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Pastor   Blessed be the holy Trinity, Ἳ one God, who stretches out the 
   heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us 
   all.  
 
Congregation  Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
P Loving God, 
 
C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.  For-

give us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spo-
ken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 
have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we 
have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give us a 
fresh start, so that we can live again as your children.   Amen. 

 
 



4 

 
GATHERING HYMN  
 

 819 Come, All You People 
 
 
GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 
messed up, God puts us together.  Godõs love never runs out.  God never tires of 
calling us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for 
the sake of Ἳ Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 

C Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P Let us pray.  
 
 O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we  
 accomplish nothing good without you.  Help us to see and understand the things 
 we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. 
 
 
C Amen. 
 

 
The assembly is seated. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING :  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the faithful; loss of 
the land will be the consequence of disobedience.  Choosing life entails loving and holding fast to the Lord.  
Life in Godõs presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors. 
 
[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity.  16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am  
commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing 
his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 
and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  17But if 
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 
and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the 
land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  19I call heaven and earth to  
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.  
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God,  
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that 
you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.  
 
Reader  The word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119:1-8  We sing the psalm responsively. 
 
 
 
 
Leader  1Happy are they whose | way is blameless,  
  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 
 
C  2Happy are they who observe | your decrees  
  and seek you with | all their hearts, 
 
L 3who never do | any wrong, 
  but always walk | in your ways. 
 
C  4You laid down | your commandments, 
  that we should | fully keep them. 
 
L 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 
  that I might | keep your statutes! 
 
C  6Then I should not be | put to shame, 
  when I regard all | your commandments. 
 
L 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 
  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 
 
C  8I will | keep your statutes; 
  do not utter- | ly forsake me.  
 

Spoken after the Psalm is sung. 
 
C Amen. 
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SECOND READING : 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 

Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry.  Rather they are fellow workers who 
belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the ministry of the church. 
 
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of 
the flesh, as infants in Christ.  2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready 
for solid food.  Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh.  For as long 
as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving  
according to human inclinations?  4For when one says, òI belong to Paul,ó and another, òI 
belong to Apollos,ó are you not merely human? 
 
5What then is Apollos?  What is Paul?  Servants through whom you came to believe, as the 
Lord assigned to each.  6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  7So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth.  8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each 
will receive wages according to the labor of each.  9For we are Godõs servants, working  
together; you are Godõs field, Godõs building. 
 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:1-16 
 

Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness that meet traditional expectations but 
which are open to Godõs refreshing grace. 
 
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan.  And crowds 
again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them.  
 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?"  3He answered them, "What did Moses command you?"  4They said, "Moses  
allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her."  5But Jesus said to 
them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.  6But from 
the beginning of creation, 'God made them male and female.'  7'For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.'  
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  9Therefore what God has joined together, let no 
one separate." 
 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.  11He said to them, 
"Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 
 
13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them.  14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs.  15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter it."  16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them.  
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 
The assembly is seated.  
 
 
SERMON  
 
The assembly stands.  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
 

 603 God, When Human Bonds Are Broken 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEM BERS BY AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
 
PRESENTATION  
 

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these persons, one with 
us in the body of Christ, who are today joining the congregation of St. Stephen 

 Lutheran Church by making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
A representative of the congregation presents those making affirmation. 
 
I present the following brothers and sisters, who desire to make public affirmation of their 
baptism. 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and this brothers, whom you have 

made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to  
 yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the  
 community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the 
name of Christ. 

 Amen. 
 

The assembly stands.   
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH  
 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly joins in the  
responses. 
 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 
P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 Response: 
 I renounce them. 
 
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 Response: 
 I renounce them. 
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P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 Response: 
 I renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting.  Amen. 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTI SM  
 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
 
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God's faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: 
 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
 
P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and this brother and pray 

for them in their life in Christ? 
 We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
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P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 
P Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
 the spirit of joy in your presence, 
 both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

A Called to be a light to the nations, let us pray for Godõs justice, peace, and healing. 
 
A brief silence.  
 
A Holy Lord, you alone are God. Remove jealousy and quarreling between Christian 

denominations. Hold us in the unity of our baptism as we work together to serve 
you. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Merciful Lord, your love knows no bounds. Break down barriers caused by  
 nationalism. Challenge our stereotypes. Give us courage to engage in difficult  
 conversations with those whose experiences are different from our own. Lord, in 

your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who struggle. Ease the pain of families affected by 
 divorce. Grant life-giving work to all who seek employment. Lord, in your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A You know every hair on our heads. Yet we do not even know each of our  
 neighbors. Equip our outreach ministry and this assembly to get to know the people 
 in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
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A Let us offer other prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or aloudéLord, in your 
 mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A Eternal Lord, you are the God of our ancestors in faith. You are our God. Keep us 
 faithful until we join all the saints at your heavenly banquet. Lord, in your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one with 
 you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with a sign of Christõs peace. 
 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING  
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
 
ANTHEM   "You Are the Voice" - Haas  
 



14 

OFFERTORY  


