


































































TOLLESBORO LIONS CLUB TO GIVE AWAY
TREES     FOR ARBOR DAY

       The Tollesboro Lions Club will give away trees to the public in recognition of Arbor Day.
Arbor Day in Kentucky is officially April 7th, while nationally it is April 28th (this is to 
coincide with best dates to transplant trees by season/zone, which for Kentucky is April and 
May. However, this does not take into consideration "moon sign" variables to determine best
tree planting dates by the phase of the moon: The New and First Quarter Moon Phases are 
generally considered the best moon phases in which to transplant; thus the latter part of the 
month of April is considered ideal if you want to rely on the Moon Phase Calendar for 
planting). 
     To obtain the trees, the Tollesboro Lions Club President Craig Stanfield reached out to 
Michael Carter, Forest Ranger, and Suzy Knott, Forester, both of the KY Division of 
Forestry. We received a much better selection of tree varieties this year, filling requests made
by members of the public last year and since, with the Division of Forestry providing us with
Burr Oak, Black Walnut, Chinese Chestnut trees, and potentially Persimmon trees for the 
Club to give to the public in recognition of Arbor Day. In addition, as the Division of 
Forestry could not provide Paw Paw trees (another requested variety), Craig reached out to 
Sheri Crabtree, MSc, Horticulture Research and Extension Associate Academic Affairs, of 
the Kentucky State University. KSU is well known nationally for their Paw-Paw tree 
program (have you ever tried Paw-Paw ice cream? Or Paw-Paw wine?), and we may have a 
few Paw-Paw trees to give away as well. Altogether, between 150 and 220 trees will be 
available free to the public to plant locally, improving the environment (and depending upon 
the demand April 1st, more trees - potentially additional varieties - may be obtained for the 
April 15th event, particularly with regards to Black Walnuts)! 
     This marks the third time that the Tollesboro Lions Club has offered free trees in 
recognition of Arbor Day, having previously offered free trees in 2019 and last year (2022).
     The trees will be available at two upcoming events at the Tollesboro Lions Club, one 
before Kentucky's Arbor Day, and one after. Trees may be picked up at the Tollesboro Lions 
Club Fairgrounds on April 1st at our Community Easter Egg Hunt/Mud Sling Benefit for 
Makenzie Forman. Additional trees will be available for pickup at the Tollesboro Lions Club
Fairgrounds on April 15th when we host a Benefit for Dwight Malone. 
     Tree planting is a project recommended by Lions Club International's "Initiative to 
Improve The Environment". While trees provide natural beauty to the areas in which they 
are planted, it is not just their inherent beauty that improves the environment. Oaks, walnuts
and the Chinese Chestnut all produce nuts (acorns from oaks are one of the most beneficial 
nuts for providing energy to deer, squirrels, and other wildlife, especially during the winter 
months; walnuts and chestnuts may provide a food source to some animals, but ate suited to 
human consumption). Most tree varieties will grow to become large trees, generally in excess 
of 40 feet in height, often exceeding 100 feet, and leaves scattered throughout the height 
provide for shady canopies in which many birds nest and as necessary to the survival of 
many other plants and animals. This shade also acts to cool the earth, providing an 
important defense against global warming. Also, once trees mature, they sometimes become 
homes for different wildlife; And oaks, walnuts, and chestnut  are hardwood trees producing 



timber which we use for a variety of purposes (fuel, building materials, furniture, 
manufacture of paper, etc.). Persimmons and Paw-Paw trees provide fruits suited to human 
consumption as well as for wildlife. However, the most important benefit to the environment 
of all trees is their ability to clean air, taking in carbon dioxide from the air that we exhale 
and converting it through the process of photosynthesis to oxygen which we inhale.
     FUN TREE FACTS: The Mighty OAK (not any particular variety) is the Official National 
Tree. Kentucky's Official State Tree is the Tulip Poplar (however there was a time, from 1976 to
1994, that the Kentucky Coffee Tree was the Official Kentucky State Tree. A possible reason for 
it's replacement is that parts of the tree are toxic with instances known and proven where 
leaves, seeds, and seed pods falling from a Kentucky Coffee Tree into ponds have poisoned and 
killed cattle). 

     Tollesboro Lions Club President receiving trees March 30th, 2023 from Michael Carter, 
Forest Ranger, of the Kentucky Division of Forestry for the April 1st, 2023 Tree Giveaway in 
Celebration of Arbor Day. These trees included Black Walnuts, Chinese Chestnuts, and Burr 
Oak (Paw Paw trees will also be available, provided by Kentucky State University). Additional 
trees will be arriving prior to the April 15th Arbor Day Giveaway (the Tollesboro Lions Club 
this year will be "book-ending" Arbor Day Tree Giveaways, giving away trees April 1st and 
April 15th, weekends prior to and immediately following the April 7th Official Kentucky Arbor 
Day designation (nationally, Arbor Day is April 28th) as the Club had events planned for both 
dates (April 1st and April 15th). Additional tree varieties may be available for April 15th. 





































LEWIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY INVITES
RYAN QUARLES (CANDIDATE FOR

GOVERNOR) TO MAKE APPEARANCE AT THE
TOLLESBORO LIONS CLUB

      The Lewis County Republican Party has invited Ryan Quarles, current Kentucky 
Commissioner of Agriculture and candidate for Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, to stop in Lewis County, Kentucky at the Tollesboro Lions Club. Commissioner 
Quarles will visit the Tollesboro Lions Club April 7th, at approximately 3 pm. While Lions 
Club are not permitted to endorse candidates for public office, the Club wants to 
acknowledge that the Tollesboro Lions Club was the recipient of a Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture Division of Fairs Grant in 2020 in the amount of $25,000 that was used to assist 
in making several improvements to the fairgrounds. The grant permitted the following 
improvements: Extension of electric services including placement of poles for extending 
wiring and installing LED lighting; construct and improve a roadway to improve access to 
some newly acquired grounds (a combination of blacktop and gravel); repaving of a portion 
of the walking track; and construction of an elevated announcer's booth at the Mud 
Sling/Demolition Derby event site. At the time of the notification, Commissioner Quarles 
specifically indicated that theTollesboro Lions Club Fair was given consideration due to how 
they have continued to make improvements to their fairgrounds on an annual basis, and that
the Tollesboro Lions Club Fairgrounds was one of 7 fairgrounds that received Commissioner
of Agriculture grant funds that year, with 24 fairs applying for grant funds. The Club 
therefore does appreciate Commissioner Quarles' consideration of the Club for grant 
funding and is happy that he will be on-site and able to view the fruits of the Club's labor 
that blossomed from the grant funding.



SECOND ROUND OF ARBOR DAY TREE
GIVEAWAY APRIL 15TH!

     The Tollesboro Lions Club has once again partnered with the Kentucky Division of 
Forestry and with Kentucky State University to provide trees to give-away to the public at 
large for Arbor Day. Tollesboro Lions Club President Craig Stanfield contacted Michael 
Carter, Forest Ranger, and Suzy Knott, Forester (both of the KY Division of Forestry) and 
Sheri Crabtree (MSc, Horticulture Research and Extension Associate Academic Affairs) of 
Kentucky State University, both of whom were happy to provide trees for the Club to give 
away to the public. This year, we received a much better selection of tree varieties, filling 
requests made by members of the public last year and since, with the Division of Forestry 
providing us with Burr Oak, Black Walnut, Chinese Chestnut trees, and potentially 
Persimmon trees (as well as possibly White Pine) and with Kentucky State University 
providing Paw Paw trees (double the number of trees donated last year, with this year's trees
being much larger than those provided last year!), for the Club to give to the public in 
recognition of Arbor Day. Trees were available April 1st at events conducted at the 
Tollesboro Lions Club and will be available on April 15th as well when the Tollesboro Lions 
Club will host a fund-raiser for Dwight Malone. This marks the third year that the 
Tollesboro Lions Club has offered free trees in recognition of Arbor Day, having previously 
offered free trees in 2019 and 2022. 
  The Tollesboro Lions Club participates in Arbor Day Tree Giveaways as tree planting is a 
project recommended by Lions Club International's "Initiative to Improve The 
Environment". While trees provide natural beauty to the areas in which they are planted, it 
is not just their inherent beauty that improves the environment. Oaks, walnuts and the 
Chinese Chestnut produce nuts; Paw Paws and Persimmons produce fruits. The nuts and 
fruits from these trees provide important food sources for wildlife, most of which are also 
suited to human consumption. Most tree varieties will grow to become large trees, generally 
in excess of 40 feet in height, often exceeding 100 feet, and leaves scattered throughout the 
height provide for shady canopies in which many birds nest and as necessary to the survival 
of many other plants and animals. This shade also acts to cool the earth, providing an 
important defense against global warming. Also, once trees mature, they sometimes become 
homes for different wildlife. Oaks, walnuts, and chestnuts are hardwood trees producing 
timber which we use for a variety of purposes (fuel, building materials, furniture, 
manufacture of paper, etc.). However, the most important benefit trees add to the 
environment is their ability to clean air, taking in carbon dioxide from the air that we exhale 
and converting it through the process of photosynthesis to oxygen which we inhale.  
     Arbor Day this year in Kentucky is celebrated April 7th, although nationally it is 
celebrated April 28th. The two events at the Tollesboro Lions Club (April 1st and April 15th)
coincide with events being conducted at the Tollesboro Lions Club Fairgrounds, thus 
permitting the Club to give away trees on the weekend preceding Arbor Day as well as the 
weekend following Arbor Day. The tree selection this year (assuming that Persimmon and 
White Pine will be available) will "check off all the boxes" of tree varieties requested for 
planting locally, as Burr Oak, Black Walnut, Chinese Chestnut, Persimmon, and Paw Paw 
requests had been made since last year, with the White Pine request made after this year's 



order had been placed. NOTE: If unable to attend the April 1st or April 15th events, or in 
order to reserve some trees prior to the event, or to see if there were any trees left over after 
the event, feel free to contact Craig Stanfield at 606-301-3350. 

     Tollesboro Lions Club President Craig Stanfield accepts the first donation of trees for 2023 
Arbor Day Giveaway from Michael Carter, Forest Ranger of the Kentucky Division of Forestry.
These trees will be given away to the public at the Tollesboro Lions Club April 1st, with 
additional trees to be delivered to give away at the Tollesboro Lions Club April 15th event.


