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The Power of Influence 
What type of influence are you having on society? Influence is defined 
as: “the act or power of producing an effect without apparent 
exertion of force or direct exercise of command…the power or 
capacity of causing an effect in indirect or intangible ways” 
(Webster’s). Statements such as “he/she is a good influence” or 
“he/she is a bad influence” indicates the ability of one person to 
influence the attitude or conduct of someone else, even without 
direct contact. Adults and children alike are influenced by the media, 
whether it is in a written or visual format.  
 
The term “influence” is not utilized in the scriptures. It is, however, a 
well established principle. Of Solomon, king of Israel, God said, “I have 
given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there hath 
been none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like 
unto thee” (1 Kings 3:12).                 (continued on pg. 2) 
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 A. The Gospel came through great difficulty: 

  1. 1 Pet. 4:18-19 – scarcely – “with difficulty” 

  2. Heb. 9:22 – “the shedding of blood” 

  3. Titus 2:13-14 – Jesus “gave himself”  

 B. Obedience is likewise difficult: 

  1.  Matt. 7:13-14 – “strait” = “being narrow” 

  2. 2 Tim. 3:12 – “shall suffer persecution” 

  3. Rev. 2:10 – “Be thou faithful unto death”  

II. Why Is Daily Godly Living Difficult? 
 A. 1 Tim. 3:14-15 – The church is the pillar and 

  ground of the truth: and truth is not well 

  received. 
 B. 1 Thess. 1:6-8; Rev. 3:7-12 – The influence and  

  prosperity of the church, for good, depends on 

  the brethren. 

 C. 1 Tim. 4:16 – Individual influence and prosperity 

  for good depends on a daily communion with 

  God. 

 D. 1 Jn. 1:6; 2 Cor. 6:16 – Communion requires 

  diligent attention to the pursuit of fellowship. 

 E. 2 Pet. 1:10 – When Peter said, “make your 

  calling and election sure,” he did so after 
  appealing to the need of developing personal 

  character qualities. 

 

III. Conclusion: 
 A. Over the next few weeks we will direct our attention to six aspects of “Daily 

Living”: 

  1. Prov. 8:12 – “find out knowledge and discretion” 

  2. Prov. 8:32-36 – “Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not” 
 B. Acts 16:5 – “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased 

in number daily.” 

 

Condition of the Old Man 
I. The Gospel: 

 A. Rom. 1:16-17 – Is the power of God unto salvation 

 B. Rom. 1:18 – Without the gospel, only wrath remains. 

 C. Titus 2:10 – The godly are to “adorn the doctrine of God.” 

 D. Eph. 4:17-24 – Put away the old man. 

 E. Jn. 1:1-4, 14 – To accomplish, the Word became flesh. 

 F. Lk. 19:10 – “Came to seek and to save that which was lost” 

II. What Are/Were the Characteristics of the Old Man? 

 A. Spiritual Darkness: 

  1. Eph. 4:17-18 – “darkened in their understanding” 

  2. Eph. 5:3-12 – “ye were once darkness” 

 3. Col. 1:9-14 – “delivered us out of the power of 

darkness” 

 4. Eph. 2:1-5 – “ye were dead through your trespasses” 

 B. Satan’s Bondservant: 

  1. Rom. 6:16 – “to whom ye present yourselves” 

  2. 1 Jn. 3:7-8 – “he that doeth sin is of the devil” 

        3. 2 Pet. 2:18-19 – “of the same is he also brought into 

bondage” 

        4. Jn. 8:34 – “Every one that committeth sin is the 

bondservant of sin” 

 

SOLOMON SAYS 
“My son, if thou wilt receive my words, And lay up my 
commandments with thee; So as to incline thine ear unto wisdom, 
And apply thy heart to understanding; Yea, if thou cry after 
discernment, And lift up thy voice for understanding; If thou seek her 
as silver, And search for her as for hid treasures: Then shalt thou 
understand the fear of Jehovah, And find the knowledge of God..” 
(Proverbs 2:1-5). 
 
 
 
 
 

(Power of Influence, Continued) 

 

Even though Solomon was the possessor of such great wisdom, 
“his wives turned away his heart after other gods” (1 Kings 11:4). 
The power of influence is very strong.  
Influence is seen in two avenues: the outside influence that 
others have upon us, and the influence we have on others. In 
either capacity, we can readily see that no man is an island; what 
we do has an effect upon the outcome of our lives: our influence 
is either for good, or for evil. You’ve heard the rationale of “as 
long as it doesn’t affect others, we should be able to do what we 
please.” The error in that premise is that there is nothing we do 
that does not affect others; either by “apparent exertion of force 
or direct exercise of command, or the power or capacity of 
causing an effect in indirect or intangible ways” (Ibid.). 
 
Influence is not inherently good or evil. But influence that does 
not lend itself to the physical and spiritual good of mankind is 
destructive. Evil influence can destroy individuals, homes, and 
nations. The apostle Paul wrote, “Evil companionships corrupt 
good morals” (1 Corinthians 15:33).  
 
Individuals want, so very much, to be accepted by their peers. 
They know certain conduct is wrong, illegal, or immoral. Yet, they 
do not want to be rejected by their friends, thus, they are 
influenced to do evil. An individual would be hard pressed to find 
one person that has not been influenced by others to do 
something they did not later regret. 
 
Remember the words of the apostle Paul, who said, “Be not ye 
therefore partakers with them; For ye were once darkness, but 
are now light in the Lord: walk as children of light…proving what 
is well-pleasing unto the Lord; and have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove them; for 
the things which are done by them in secret it is a shame even to 
speak of” (Ephesians 5:7-12). ret 


