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February California Milk Production Down 5.4 Percent – Compared to February 2016, milk production in 
California declined 5.4 percent in February 2017.  Milk production was down in five more of the top 10 milk   
producing states including Wisconsin, Idaho, Washington, Pennsylvania and New York.  Milk production            
increased in Texas by 12.3 percent, 7.8 percent in New Mexico. 1.2 percent in Michigan and .2 percent in New 
York. According to USDA overall milk production across the 23 major milk producing states was down 1 percent 
in February compared to February 2016.  
 

California Mailbox Prices: According to the latest available mailbox or net price data, California dairy producers 
received $17.26 in December of 2016, the third lowest of the 23 major milk producing states reported by USDA. 
New Mexico and Michigan were the only other states with lower mailbox prices. The December mailbox price in 
New Mexico totaled $17.06, but with a population of approximately 2 million, a significant amount of milk is 
shipped long distances to Texas, thereby decreasing the mailbox price dairy producers in that state receive.      
According to the latest CDFA report, the average cost of production in California in the fourth quarter of 2016  
totaled $17.78 per cwt. According to the “CDC Weekly Report” the blend price for March totaled $14.71, a more 
than $2.80 per cwt drop since December.  
 

CDC Urges Dairy Producers to Serve on Milk Pooling Producer Review Board: California Dairy Campaign is 
urging dairy producers to apply to serve on the Milk Pooling Producer Review Board which will be tasked with 
finalizing a proposal for the state quota program under the proposed federal milk marketing order. For more   
information, contact the CDC office at 209-632-0885.  
Notice of Nominations for the Milk Pooling Producer Review Board Nomination Deadline: May 1, 2017 : 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is seeking nominations from California market milk 
producers for individuals to fill vacant positions on the Milk Pooling Producer Review Board (Board). CDFA will 
specifically task the Board to meet regularly to develop a detailed proposal regarding a stand-alone Quota       
program in response to the recommended decision released by USDA to establish a California Federal Milk     
Marketing Order (CA FMMO). It is anticipated that market milk producers on the Board will focus on this task  
until it is completed and advise the Secretary of the proposal.  Nominations are due on May 1st, with the hope 
that appointments will be made by May 10th and a first meeting could be held at the end of May. Persons           
interested in serving on the Board, or interested in nominating someone to serve on the Board should submit a 
signed nomination form to the department.  For additional information, or to retrieve the nomination form, 
please visit our website at:  https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/Dairy/pdf/
Nominations_for_Milk_Producers_Board_Members.pdf 
Questions regarding the nomination process may be directed to Steven Donaldson at (916) 900-5012 or 
by email at:  steven.donaldson@cdfa.ca.gov. (CDFA Notice) 
 

CDQAP Certification Information:  The California Dairy Quality Assurance Program (CDQAP) Certification 
Classes scheduled for Tuesday, June 6 and Wednesday June 7 in Modesto at the Stanislaus County Ag Center. By 
completing 6 hours of water quality and 2 hours of air quality classes, an on-farm management plan and      
evaluation, dairy producers can become CDQAP certified and be eligible for a 50 percent discount on water   
quality permit fees. For more information, contact California Dairy Campaign Field Staff Joe Lauro at 209-
968-0611 and Joe Melo at 209-216-7615.  
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