Five years ago, 


Dirce Spurrier moved away, 


and I stopped having someone come up after the service 



and let me know that, 




“You are complicating my simple faith.”  

Now, Dirce shoots pretty straight 


and lets one know what is on her mind, 

but after three weeks in Matthew 


of everyone coming up to Jesus 



and complaining about what he is doing, 


I miss having Dirce around 



to let me know I am stretching the way she views the world, 




just like Jesus did to the religious establishment of the time.

This week, 


we have the third different party come up 


and critique the way Jesus does things.  

At the beginning of chapter 9, 


it was the Teachers of the Law, 


or the Seminary Professors who came 



and let Jesus know that he should not tell people their sins are forgiven.  Last week, 


Richard led us through the Pharisees, 


or the Denominational Leaders and Head Pastors, 



letting Jesus know 




that he was not hanging around with the right crowd of people.  




The people he was with were putting a blemish on God's Holy name.  

And this week, 


we have John the Baptist's disciples coming to ask about Jesus' behavior.  



Why do they and the Pharisees fast regularly, 




but Jesus' disciples don't?  





“Do Jesus' disciples not care about discipline 





and petitioning God to fulfill his righteousness?”

Now the reality of all three parties, 


the teachers of the law, 


the Pharisee's, 


and John's disciples, 

would all have a valid point, 


if it were not for one small factor.  



The Kingdom of God has come through Jesus.  

The things that they are asking for, 


are things that are of the world before Christ.  

They now need to be living in the world 


and the realities of it 



after Christ has come.  

Not realizing that things have changed 


leaves you behind.  

What is being done by the three parties,


has its roots in tradition 


and is time tested, 



but it does not acknowledge what has changed.  



It does not acknowledge the reality that we are now living in.




The Kingdom of God has come near!

We must admit, 


that when things change, 


the way we do things changes.  

Take TV for example.  


100 years ago, 



it did not even exist.  


In the 1920s, 



sending images from one place to the next 




was in the experimental stage.  


1939 had the first baseball game broadcast.  


In 1947, 



just a few thousand tv sets were owned.  


In the 1990s, 



98% of homes had at least one set 




that was on for an average of 7 hours a day.  


Cable Television, 


Satellite TV, 


and now the internet have made it so that we can access any show we want, 



in most of the lower 48 of the United States.  

Now these advances and changes 


have affected how we interact as families, 


how we spend our free time, 


how we do our work, 


and how aware we are of the rest of the world.  

But the question remains, 


does everything have to change? 



We do the essential things the same.




We still breath.




We still have to eat and drink. 





But how we do them is influenced via television.

So does our relationship with God need to change.  


In theory, 



God's Word stands alone 




and free from the influences of television or the world.

But theory 

and reality are two different things.  


Along with any show on the internet, 



you can also find millions of sermons, 



millions of articles about the Bible 




and who God is.  

We have a world that has changed, 


and that influences how we deal with things.  

Even those things that are unchangeable, 


like the world of God.  

For God's word has not changed, 


but all of your phones that you are sitting on 



have access to more information about God's Word, 




than I have in my whole study.

So knowing we need to change at times is the first step.  

The second step 


is to be aware of what season you are in.  

John's disciples ask why Jesus' disciples do not fast 


and Jesus tells them that they are the guests of the bridegroom, 



so they can not fast while he is there.  

But then he also throws in the caveat 


that they will fast at the proper time, 



when the bridegroom is taken away.  

But John's disciples in the meantime fulfill the role of the party pooper.  


Every party has a pooper, 




and that is why we invited you.  

Now is not the time for Jesus' disciples to fast, 


for Jesus is there and is inaugurating the Kingdom of God, 



so it is time to live into the fullness of what Jesus is doing.

Now, in fairness to John's followers, 


they have reason to mourn.  

The leader of this great movement of their's 


is in prison, 


with his captor being the King who he had criticized.  



So they had reason to seek out God's favor 



and petition God through the act of mourning.  

But they are overlooking the words that John himself spoke of.  


That the Spirit of God rests upon Jesus 


and that he is the Son of God.  



The one John was preparing the way for has come.  




John must become less 




and Jesus more.

But this means change.  

This means moving into a whole new mindset, 


where mercy is key, 



not sacrifice.  


Where we realize that we are sick, 



not healthy, 



and that we need the doctor, 




we need saving.  

A whole new operation needs to be set up.

One may try and counter this notion, 


because Jesus came saying, 



“I did not come to destroy the law, 




but to fulfill the law.”  



So why would a whole new mindset be needed?  

But the reality is, 


the law was there to lead us to God.  

So Jesus, as God incarnate, 



fulfills the law.  

Fulfilling the law does not necessarily mean doing it perfectly, 


but completing, filling it full of its original intention.  

Verses 16 and 17 


are two examples that cover the bases of the need for a new way of living.  

Jesus gives us the patch on clothing 

and the wineskins examples to say, 


you need to change the system, 



for using the old ways 




will not work with what is now happening.  



The current reality is too dynamic 




for the old ways to still work.  

Television and artists have figured this out.  


Sweeps week 



and the Nielsen ratings used to be the only gauge of popularity.  


But now shows keep track of views on the internet 



and use that to sell advertisements.  


And the studios have figured out that they can sell a version 



that does not have advertisements, 




that now covers their expenses.

Jesus' example of the patch, 


is based on the premise that the patch will initially work, 



because the pants are one size 



and have been that one size.  

But the unshrunken patch, 


is of a different generation, 



it has not undergone the same stresses and stretching, 


so when the two come together,



 they will do great damage to each other.  




The pants will rip more 




and the patch will no longer be connected.  

The same consequence for the wine skin, 

or a soda can might be a good example in Alaska.  


For the wine still needs to ferment 


and the soda can was not bottled to deal with negative temperatures.  

While they both start out well enough at the beginning holding the liquid, 


they will not remain that way, 



as life progresses.  


The swelling wine skin would work with a fresh elastic skin, 


but the already stretched out bag will explode before fermentation is done.  


As will the pop can, 



as it hits negative numbers in the back of your car.  




The can was not able to live with the dynamics of life.

So we are left to ask ourselves, 


what in our current life is a worn out wine skin 



or an unstretched patch?  


Can it contain 



and endure the different life that we are being called to?  

Or has it served its time 


and stretched as much as it can, 



and it time for a new approach?  

We are a part of a denomination that had 34 churches when we joined.  

We are now over 350 churches.  


At the national gatherings, 



there is a healthy amount of talk about being a movement.  

A movement has the Spirit leading a new way forward, 


there is a sense of mission and destiny.  



It is an exciting time to be part of the church.  

But eventually, 


the church can turn into a monument.  



We become satisfied with the way things are, 



we no longer hunger for the world to change, 




but prefer the status quo.  

But this transition to monument is dangerous, 


because mausoleum is the next step 



if we don't move back to the leading of the spirit 



and the movement basis of living.

As ten years of being your pastor approaches, 


I have seen us live in all three stages of movement, 


monument, 


and mausoleum.  

My faith has rested in all three places.  

But the times that I found myself pondering 


how anyone could ever leave here, 



was when we were in the movement phase.  



When we were living out our faith boldly 




and acting as if the Kingdom of God were here.

I know that not all times will be like that, 


Jesus hints that his disciples will fast when he has gone.  

But the story of Acts then tells how the movement rekindled 


after Jesus' resurrection 



and the coming of the Holy Spirit.   

There are times to celebrate with the bridegroom 

and times to fast when he is taken away.  


But there is never an appropriate time to become a Mausoleum.  



For we serve a living God 



who has a Son who has done all the dying necessary, 




so that we might live.

We have tried some new things this summer 


with varying degrees of life generated.  

I at least ate a lot of good pizza, 

we had another good Portland visit, 


but there is room to bring life into areas there, 

and we had a great turnout for a family night during VBS.  

We have blessed a number of families 


in different 


and surprising ways through the date nights.  

So now we find ourselves almost at the end of the summer season, 


when life in Skagway changes.  

Are we going to move towards a movement 


or a mausoleum this fall?  

If we are expecting to just stuff a new generation 


into the same old wine skin, 



we are in for a rude awakening.  

If we try to put a new patch over old cloth, 


we might find ourselves embarrassed when it rips.  

If we let Jesus and the Holy Spirit lead, 


we will experience the blessings of the in-breaking kingdom.   



Just as the great wedding celebration, 



new wine, 



and new clothes that Jesus tells us about hint at.  

Let us not show up to the party this fall as the party pooper, 


wearing old clothes 


and bringing spoiled wine.

