LIVING FAITH

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY—Matthew 20:1-16
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his
vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the
usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of
the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
Our first reaction to this Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard is probably, “That’s not fair!” The
wisdom we have inherited teaches us that you get what you work for; if you want something, you have to
earn it; you are rewarded according to your efforts. But our wisdom is not always God’s wisdom.
We often feel threatened when our world of values is invaded by someone who turns them upside down.
One of those ‘someones’ in Jesus, who teaches that God doesn’t work according to mathematical
calculations; God works from the fullness of a divine heart. We already know that “the heart has its
reasons, which reason does not know....” (Blaise Pascal) How much more so with God!
This parable is about God’s magnanimity, God’s generosity. God’s love is not calculating, looking out for
number one. God’s unconditional love and generosity can make us furious, especially when it’s directed
toward someone whom we consider underserving. But God’s ways are not our ways.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•
•
•

Who would be the day labourers left standing in the marketplace at the end of the day? Why
would they have been passed over when others were hired right off the bat?
If you were one of those hired near the end of the day, how would you feel when you got your pay?
Why would you feel that way?
If you were one of the labourers hired at the beginning of the day, how would you feel when you
got your pay? Why would you feel that way?
What if you were the landowner in the parable? Would you have acted as he did?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES

SEPTEMBER 1-OCTOBER 4, 2020
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”
A Letter from Pope Francis
Pope Francis’ message for the Season of Creation is divided into six sections.
Last week, we shared the first three sections, and this week,
we share the concluding three sections of this wonderful message.
4. A Time to Restore
A Jubilee is a time to restore the original harmony of creation and to heal strained human relationships. It
invites us to re-establish equitable societal relationships, restoring their freedom and goods to all and
forgiving one another’s debts. We should not forget the historic exploitation of the global South that has
created an enormous ecological debt, due mainly to resource plundering and excessive use of common
environmental space for waste disposal. It is a time for restorative justice. In this context, I repeat my call
for the cancellation of the debt of the most vulnerable countries, in recognition of the severe impacts of the
medical, social and economic crises they face as a result of Covid-19. We also need to ensure that the
recovery packages being developed and deployed at global, regional and national levels must be
regeneration packages. Policy, legislation and investment must be focused on the common good and
guarantee that global social and environmental goals are met.
We also need to restore the land. Climate restoration is of utmost importance, since we are in the midst of
a climate emergency. We are running out of time, as our children and young people have reminded us. We
need to do everything in our capacity to limit global average temperature rise under the threshold of 1.5°C
enshrined in the Paris Climate Agreement, for going beyond that will prove catastrophic, especially for poor
communities around the world. We need to stand up for intra-generational and inter-generational solidarity
at this critical moment. I invite all nations to adopt more ambitious national targets to reduce emissions, in
preparation for the important Climate Summit (COP 26) in Glasgow in the United Kingdom.
Biodiversity restoration is also crucially important in the context of unprecedented loss of species and
degradation of ecosystems. We need to support the U.N. call to safeguard 30% of the earth as protected
habitats by 2030 in order to stem the alarming rate of biodiversity loss. I urge the international community
to work together to guarantee that the Summit on Biodiversity (COP 15) in Kunming, China becomes a
turning point in restoring the earth to be a home of life in abundance, as willed by the Creator.
We must restore with justice in mind, ensuring that those who have lived on the land for generations can
regain control over its usage. Indigenous communities must be protected from companies, particularly
multinational companies, that “operate in less developed countries in ways they could never do at home”
(LS, 51), through the destructive extraction of fossil fuels, minerals, timber and agroindustrial products.
This corporate misconduct is a “new version of colonialism” (SAINT JOHN PAUL II, Address to the Pontifical
Academy of Social Sciences, 27 April 2001, cited in Querida Amazonia, 14), one that shamefully exploits

poorer countries and communities desperately seeking economic development. We need to strengthen
national and international legislation to regulate the activities of extractive companies and ensure access to
justice for those affected.
5. A Time to Rejoice
In the biblical tradition, a Jubilee was a joyous occasion, inaugurated by a trumpet blast resounding
throughout the land. We are aware that the cries of the earth and of the poor have become even louder
and more painful in recent years. At the same time, we also witness how the Holy Spirit is inspiring
individuals and communities around the world to come together to rebuild our common home and defend
the most vulnerable in our midst. We see the gradual emergence of a great mobilization of people from
below and from the peripheries who are generously working for the protection of the land and of the poor.
We rejoice to see how young people and communities, particularly indigenous communities, are on the
frontlines in responding to the ecological crisis. They are calling for a Jubilee for the earth and a new
beginning, aware that “things can change” (LS, 13).
We also rejoice to see how the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year is inspiring many initiatives at local and
global levels for the care of our common home and the poor. This year should lead to long-term action
plans to practise integral ecology in our families, parishes and dioceses, religious orders, our schools and
universities, our healthcare, business and agricultural institutions, and many others as well.
We rejoice too that faith communities are coming together to create a more just, peaceful and sustainable
world. We are particularly happy that the Season of Creation is becoming a truly ecumenical initiative. Let
us continue to grow in the awareness that we all live in a common home as members of a single family.
Let us all rejoice that our loving Creator sustains our humble efforts to care for the earth, which is also
God’s home where his Word “became flesh and lived among us” (Jn 1:14) and which is constantly being
renewed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
“Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth” (cf. Ps 104:30).

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 1 September 2020
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FEASTS THIS WEEK
THE JESUIT MARTYRS
SEPTEMBER 26
ST. JEAN DE BREBEUF, ST. ISAAC JOGUES AND COMPANIONS

The eight North American martyrs, also known as the Canadian Martyrs, the Jesuit Martyrs of
North America or the Martyrs of France, included six priests and two lay brothers. They were
heroic members of the Society of Jesus who were martyred in North America as they served the
Huron, the Iroquois and the Mohawk First Nations people. Five of the eight North American
martyrs were put to death in what is now Canada, and three of them in New York State. There is a
shrine to the United States' martyrs at Auriesville in New York, and there is a shrine to the
Canadian martyrs at Fort Saint Mary near Midland, Ontario. The names of the eight North
American martyrs are:
- Saint Rene Goupil, a lay brother martyred in 1642 in New York State,
- Saint Isaac Jogues, a priest, martyred in 1646 in New York State,
- Saint John de Lalande, a lay brother, martyred in 1646 in New York State,
- Saint Anthony Daniel, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1648,
- Saint John de Brebeuf, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1649,
- Saint Charles Garnier, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1649,
- Saint Noel Chabanel, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1649,and
- Saint Gabriel Lalemant, a priest, martyred in Canada in 1649.
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