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HOLLYWOOD
PHILATELIST
The “Hollywood Philatelist”
is a bi-monthly publication
by the Hollywood Stamp
Club.
Editor: Enrique Setaro
The Hollywood Stamp Club
meets every Tuesday from
5 to 9 PM at the Fred Lippman Multipurpose Center,
2030 Polk Street, Hollywood, FL 33020, Telephone: (954) 921-3404.
All Club members are encouraged to submit articles, notices, or any other
data believed notable to
our membership.

Hollywood Stamp Club Officers and Members of the
Board for 2016
Chairman of the Board: Karl V. Shallenberger
E-Mail: KarlShall@comcast.net
President: Parker A. Bailey, Jr.
E-Mail: pbaileyjr@comcast.net
Vice-President: Jacqueline Cortes
Treasurer: Richard Knierim [$$$}
Recording Secretary: Hilda Bailey
Membership Chairman: Alan Levak
Directors: Arthur Morris, Hamlet Gayadeen, Robert Lavoie, Jr.,
Stephen Ehrlich, Alan Levak, Michael Rogers, and Richard Sandler

Editor: Enrique Setaro. Asst. Editor: Thomas Walend

HSC
LOCATION
ON
MAP

Contact the Editor, by
phone (305)428-0546, via
Skype, ID: ensetaro or via
e-mail: ensetaro@gmail.com

ENRIQUE SETARO,

HSC EDITOR
MEMBER No. 1622
BORN IN ARGENTINA 1941
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HSC A C T I V I T I E S …

PHILATELIC CALENDAR

JAN 3 . $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
JAN 10 . Meeting, $5 Auction, door prizes and refreshments
JAN 17. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
JAN 24. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
JAN 31. >>>>>>> GO-GO AUCTION <<<<<<<
FEB 7. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
FEB 14 . Meeting $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
FEB 21 . $5 Auction, door prizes and refreshments
FEB 28 . $5 Auction, door prizes and refreshments

CLUB NEWS


New members: Tim Beno 1912,
Marianne Gelbert 1911, and James
Gelbert 1913



WELCOME
ABOARD !!

Stanley Becker: sad to report that Stan
passed away last Dec 2016.
U.S. Postal Service Reports Wider Loss
The US Postal Service reported a wider loss for the fiscal year ended Sept.
30 as growth in shipping and package volume boosted revenue but led to
higher spending.

USPS has been competing for share of the market for package delivery —
spurred by an increase in e-commerce — against shipping giants UPS and FedEx Corp., which
also have been hit by higher costs.
USPS said its total revenue improved by 3.8% to $71.43 billion. However, excluding a boost
from a change in USPS’s accounting estimates for consumer usage of “forever” stamps, the
growth was only 2.3%. In all, volume eased by 0.1% as growth in categories led by shipping
and packages was offset by declines in first class mail. ©

3

ARGENTINE 1943 POSTCARD
TO GRENOBLE – FRANCE, By
Editor
This postcard was sent from Buenos Aires to
Grenoble, France, on October 22, 1943. On
the top left cover it reads “Natal, Lisbon, via
Monrovia, Air Mail”. To pay for the airmail
rate to France it has three stamps for 1.45
pesos [#443, 512, & C40).
The postcard also carries a US Censorship

circular marking. The written text says that the sender of
the postcard had received a letter dated April 4, 1943. This
took about six months to get this letter! It also says that
the sender had just arrived from a trip to the US. The back
of the postcard shows a view of the Havana, Cuba, Cathedral.
To confirm the details of how the postcard travelled to
France I sent an E-Mail to the president of the Military
Postal History Society (“MPHS”). In turn, he forwarded my message to about eight people in the
MPHS. They helped a lot with identifying the whereabouts of the mail piece.
I will copy the applicable paragraphs about this cover:
* The US censor handstamp with *-* is the type assigned to San Juan, Puerto
Rico (illustration documented in the Office of Censorship files in the National
Archives) , and the examiner number (14065) fits within the 14001-14189
numbers assigned to that station.
 Under the secret US-UK San Juan Treaty arrangement, San Juan became
the censorship call for the Pan American Airways FAM 18 so-called LATIsubstitute route mail, between New York and Lisbon via Natal, that originated in South America.
The "O" route, as it also was known, operated both clockwise and counter-clockwise at different
times, but the mail went whichever way the Clipper flew. I suspect that aside from all the
diplomatic crabbing (the Brits urgently wanting to quit their Bathurst censorship of that mail), it
must have been sensible to concentrate Spanish- and Portuguese-language examiners in Puerto
Rico.
All October-November 1943 FAM 18 LATI-substitute flights were clockwise, so they went Natal-Belem
-Port of Spain-San Juan-Bermuda-NY. Then NY-Bermuda-Horta-Lisbon. So a card or letter posted
in South America would have gone, via NATAL, by one flight to San Juan, by a second to New
York, and by a third to Lisbon. These flights would have used the PAA Airships.
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ARGENTINE 1943 POSTCARD … (Cont. from page 4)
Once in Lisbon it is not known how it got to Grenoble. In September 1943, the German Army occupied
Southern France. During World War II, at the Battle of the Alps, the Nazi invasion was stopped near
Grenoble at Voreppe by the forces of General Cartier in June 1940. The French forces resisted until the
armistice. Grenoble was then part of the French State, before an Italian occupation from 1942 to 1943.
The relative mercy of the Italian occupiers towards the Jewish populations resulted in a significant
number moving to the region from the German-occupied parts of France.
In September 1943, German troops occupied Grenoble, escalating the conflict with the clandestine
movements. On 11 November 1943 (the anniversary of the armistice of 1918) massive strikes and
demonstrations took place in front of the local collaboration offices. In response, the occupiers arrested
400 demonstrators in the streets.
Probably the postcard flew with a Lisbon Lufthansa flight to Barcelona and then by train to Grenoble.©

Reminiscences, The “Best of the Best”??,

By Michael

Rogers
I imagine this: the certainty of realizing $10,000 in exchange for putting
up $1,000. That’s a sure thing, right? Let me tell you the story.

I opened my stamp shop in 1978 on prestigious Park Avenue in downtown
Winter Park, the premier shopping destination in Central Florida. The ever
so better stocked and wealthy John McDaniel was perched down the
block.
My mind is hazy for when this happened but say 1979 or so. I received a
phone call of a stamp collection about a half mile’s walk in the shadow of
Rollins College. A good area this for stamp collections, as in these homes often resided folks associated
with the college. I had purchased many collections there; in fact, I still have a small stock book on my
bookshelf from a retired military fellow whose friendship I enjoyed.
The older couple I went to see had inherited the collection. Laying in the dining room table was a nondescript three ring gray binder. Within were page after page of Unites States and worldwide stamps.
But what stamps! At first glance, the collection was a two parter. There were perhaps three hundred
U.S. and worldwide nondescript common. Altogether, say a value of a few dollars.
Then interspersed in between the common, with no regard for order or country, were the best of the
best. Want the U.S. 1918 24 cent airmail Inverted Jenny block of 4? Hawaii Missionary cover? Canada
1851 12 pence?

Each item was placed on the page in its own stamp mount, a product quite popular then called “Crystal
Mounts”. Problem was, once on, it wasn’t easy removing it. [>>>>>>>>>>> cont. Page 6]
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Reminiscences , The Best of the Best [Cont. from page 5]
I turned the pages front to back, then reached for my stamp tongs to assist removing the Jenny block
from the mount. Guess what? Holding the block in the air revealed more than a cut out from either a
magazine or an auction catalogue. I examined more of these “rare” stamps, concluding that they were
from the famous 1956 Life Magazine article on the “World’s Famous Rare Stamps.”
I’m real certain the couple weren’t trying to pull a fast one because when I informed them, they chimed
in they had been made an offer of $10,000 by another dealer in town. I said I knew the guy, and he had
been putting off a cataract operation.

Walking back to my shop, of course I was going to tell the other dealer and prevent him from making
such a blunder, even though it was really a cheap offer. I turned it over in my head to come up with a
solution so some good would come of the situation.
I made him my “sure thing” offer: I have a secret which will save you $10,000, in exchange, make me
check out to the American Cancer Society. When I spun my offer, initially, he thought I was passing on
buying the collection so he could have it and I would keep the thousand bucks. I rejoined, “I understand
why you didn’t open the mounts because they were really tough going, but didn’t you think it was
strange when you saw the unique British Guiana 1 cent (1856)?”

Good karma. I’m sure he sent the money and I know he went for the operation ©

Great Britain 1840: The other Penny Black,

by Editor

The VR official was one of three postage stamps introduced by the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland in May 1840 for the pre-payment of postage. While
the Penny Black and the Two Pence Blue were for use by the general
public, as were the Mulready envelopes and letter sheets, the VR official was for use on official mail. In appearance the VR Official was the
same as the issued Penny Black except that the Maltese crosses in
the top corners were removed and replaced by the letters V and R, hence its common
name.
The plate layout for this issue was the same in almost all respects as that used for the
penny black and the two pence blue produced at the same time. The only difference in
the marginal inscription was the plate identification which was shown as a letter, rather than a number as
used on the general issue of postage stamps.
The idea of this stamp was that it would be used on official correspondence from government departments. However, the public dislike and mockery of the Mulready envelope and letter sheets led to vast
numbers of the Mulreadies being issued to the various departments, with the tax office being the
heaviest user.
Since existing stocks could be used, the idea of the official stamp was abandoned. Nearly all of the
supplies which had been printed were destroyed on 25 January 1843. Twenty-one sheets survived, a few
of the stamps passed (invalidly) through the posts, and Rowland Hill used some to experiment
with cancellation techniques. Later on, at various times reprints have been made. [Cont. on page 8 ...
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USPS in Perspective: Back to the Future!

by Editor

On page 3 we have transcribed a short note about the Postal Services loss for
the las Fiscal Year. As the causes for this loss it is mentioned the competition
with the couriers (UPS & FedEx Office) and the decline of First Class mail caused
by increasing use of electronic mail (e-mail).
However, there was no mentioning of the premium services like Registered and Express Mail.
There have been significant problems here, particularly with mail pieces
coming from abroad.
International Registered Mail.
In 2015 there were three Registered Mail pieces and two priority Mail pieces that were not received. They were sent from European countries. The
USPS customer Service line would not give any help. Letters sent to various officers produced no practical results
At one time, I received a call from someone suggesting that in the future I
should ask the sender to use a postal label, not stamps, so that the piece could not be identified as
philatelic with some value. According to the APS President, Registered Philatelic pieces get stolen
all the time at the USPS ISC New York (where International pieces are screened and sent by Customs).
In 2016 there was some improvement here.
International Express Mail. [EMS, as defined by the UPU]
In 2016 two pieces from Argentina and France
were returned indicating the address could not
be found. In both cases my address was correct. In both cases I never received a notice that they
had arrived, even if I had signed up for USPS to track them.
In the case of Argentina, the sender use Courier DHL and in the case of the French Post office they
sent it again via Registered Mail
Customer Service (What is That?)
The USPS does not assign a high priority here. Try to complain about a messing mail piece over the
phone on their 800 service. When you get a reply, there is an answering machine that directs you to
their web site.
On the other hand, if you get a piece from FedEx Office or DHL, for example, you first get a notice
that they have receive it, then you are told it has cleared customs, later you are told when it will be
delivered. Finally, you get an E-Mail asking for your feedback and qualify the service of the courier.

Why can’t the Postal service do something like this? It would certainly impact their
customers’ image and get more customers using these premium services. ©
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Great Britain: the Other Penny Black [Cont. from page 7]
Scott lists the V-R Stamp as O1 1d. Black with watermark Small Crown, Imperforate. It was never placed
in use but some examples are known used and on cover that passed through the mails by oversight. The
stamp also was used experimentally to test cancellations.. Scott values it at $35,000 mint or used. The trial
cancels were concentric circles, Maltese Cross.
Stanley Gibbons lists the V-R at £32,000 mint and £35,000 used.
Of the originally printed 3.323 sheet only 21 survived destruction.
Some of the reprints were also printed in colors other than black. Here
are two examples of the V R proofs in red and green; they are not listed
Scott or Stanley Gibbons, but can be purchased at about £5 and be a
nice space filler.

in

For more information, I suggest checking this British Postal Museum page that covers the imprimaturs, the
various experimental cancellations, and the postmarks used on the mails.
https://web.archive.org/web/20070927005929/http://www.postalheritage.org.uk/collections/archive/
stamps/phillips/VolII/Vol_II_pg_045

President’s Message

January-February 2017

It is my hope that all of our Hollywood Stamp Club family
have had very enjoyable holidays. Another successful year is
behind us and we are looking forward to an even better one

next year.
As everyone should be aware, the Hollywood Stamp Club had its beginnings in
1967 due in great part to the efforts of the club founder, John J. Britt. The club
is one of the most successful in the country, averaging 200 members. So this
year we will be celebrating the club’s 50th Anniversary which is quite an achievement due the declining membership in other stamp clubs.
Remember that the ASDA Stamp Show will be coming February 10-12 at the
War Memorial in Fort Lauderdale. The HSC will also be providing support for
this show as we have done in the past. So save the dates and come out for a
good-stamping time.
That’s all for now and see you next issue.

Parker Bailey, Jr.
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