Last week, 


Jan preached on the first third of the Beatitudes.  

As she did, 


she described the process of how one beatitude leads to another.  



When you realize you can't do it all yourself, 




you lament that you tried, 



which gives you a proper perspective on your place in the world, 




which leads to the desire for change 




or righteousness to come.  

This four part progression focuses on who we are.  


It is climbing up to the pinnacle of those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  

With this desire for God's righteousness to come, 


after working the soil of our lives properly, 

Jesus then moves into the next phase, 


bringing the fruit of discipleship to harvest.  

The first four tell us who we are to be.  

The descent back down the hill tell us what we are to do to be filled.

I am trying to get you to imagine the four steps up 


or three steps up, 


the summit, 

and then the three back down, 


because Matthew paired these together purposefully.  



They are paralleled.  




If you are meek, 





you would be ready to be merciful.  




When you mourn those places that are not in line with God 




and God's Kingdom, 





that leads to a pure heart.  




It is only when you realize that you don't have all the answers, 





that you can begin to do the work of being a peacemaker.  

When you see the parallels, 

and remember that one piece leads to another, 


you have to ask yourself, 



do I have to do all of these things?  



Can't I just jump to being a peacemaker?

I would answer that with a yes and a no.  


You can try to be a peacemaker 


and you will have success 



as far as you have wrestled with these other steps up to it.  

If you haven't wrestled very deeply, 


your peace that you make will be pretty shallow.  

Because you will only be able to walk with someone in mercy 

and focused on God 


as far as you have realized that Jesus has already done all, 


forgiven all, 


and given you all that you have.  

Somedays this is at the forefront of our thinking 


and we can be merciful to those who have hurt us, 

and other days the slightest trifle will upset us.  


The difference is where our hearts are at.  

I have been trying to get our garden boxes ready to plant.  


When I approached them this spring, 



the soil had settled 5 inches down in the box.  



I worked the soil turning it, 




breaking up the clumps, 





and it was suddenly two inches above the box.  



I have not touched it for two weeks, 




and it is now two inches below the box.  

Our hearts are like soil for God.  


If we have worked our heart over 



with the realization of who we are in the first four beatitudes, 



the ground is ready to produce a good harvest.  


But left unattended 



over time, 




our hearts will harden 




and make it more difficult for God 





and God's ways to influence our lives.

What is more, 


which we will talk about more next week, 



is that when we do what God calls us to do, 



the world will push back.  




So the more we do for God, 




the more the world will persecute us.  

Which flares up those “rights” we have even more.  

Those rights disappear in Jesus' model, 


as we work through those first four parts of the beatitudes, 



because we realize that everywhere that we would claim to have standing, 



we were given by God in God's grace.  


Not because of anything we have done, 



but because God loves us.  

So it is in response and the desire for God's righteousness, 


or God's way of life, 


God's Kingdom to come into the world that we are merciful, 



pure in heart, 



and work as peacemakers.  

Now if you are coming here today, 


with your eyes and ears alert for the gospel, 



and you are hearing me 



and scripture proclaim a works righteousness instead,


you are not hearing the fullness of what scripture is saying.  

As I demonstrated during the children's time, 


the first four can be seen as us on our knees before God.  


The next three are out doing, 



but they are not doing things for salvation for ourselves, 



but for others.  


We then are persecuted, 



which leads us to remember why we are doing this 



and who we are serving, 




or laying flat on the ground.

With the groundwork in place, 


the next question becomes, 



what exactly is Jesus asking of us in these three beatitudes.  

Why are we so lucky to show mercy, 


have pure hearts, 


and be peacemakers, 

because we know these all come at a cost.  


Mercy comes at a cost, 


because mercy calls for us not only forgive, 



that is grace.  


But it calls us to enter into the pain of someone else.  


To carry the burden with them.  

This was illustrated clearly in the course of the executions 


that happened in Alabama this week, 



by one of the families.  

The family of one of the victims, 


flew the children of the man who had killed their loved one, 


out to be with their death row father on his last day.  

The living victims of the crime, 


not only forgave the man, 



that is grace.  


They showed mercy to him 



by making sure he had something they did not, 



a chance for his family to say goodbye and I love you.  

It cost them all kinds of things.  


It cost them giving up their rights to make the man suffer more, 


it cost them not giving the man the full  pain he might deserve, 


it cost them money out of their pocket.  



Mercy is never free.  



It always costs someone something.  

For us to receive it from God, 


it cost Jesus his life.  

That is why we need to spend the time in Jesus' call to be poor in spirit, 


mourn, and meek, 



before we can even think about being merciful with someone.  

Otherwise, 


we will only be merciful from our excess.  

But mercy calls us to walk with the one we are merciful with.  


Not just to forgive them, 



that is again grace.  

Mercy is then walking with them in the consequences 


and taking some of that burden upon ourselves.  


In Jesus parable of the talents, 


he forgives the man an unimaginable debt.  


It cost him the loss of 10,000 talents.  

The man then goes out 


and has his neighbor thrown in jail for not paying 100 denari.  

It is at this point, 


that the master goes back to the man who was shown mercy 



and has him thrown in debtors prison.  

The master had hoped his act of mercy 


would lead to more mercy.  

Somewhere, 


the man came to the assumption 


that he deserved to have the 10,000 talents forgiven.  

He had not entered the process of being poor in spirit, 


mourning, 


and being meek.  

It made the growth of mercy ineffectual.  


This is not the type of disciple that Jesus wants.

We are unlikely to be merciful for long 


when our heart is divided.  


When we are trying to serve more than one master.  

When we are pure in heart, 

when our hearts ultimate allegiance is always to the Triune God, 


we will see God at work in the world right now.  

But our hearts will always remain muddled 


if we never mourn for our brokenness.  



Of our lives 



and the world.  

But as we pursue God's will 


and his alone, 

as our hearts become shaped to his figure alone, 


we start to see God at work in our lives 


and in others lives.  

When our motives are not in conflict with themselves, 


do I serve God in this situation, 



or myself, 



my job, or my family, 


we start seeing how we might do for others what God would want.  

When this internal civil war is ended, 

or the more the fighting ceases, 


the more capable we will be of being peacemakers.

Peacemakers are united with the meek.  


So we might be tempted to hear this as peacekeepers.  

But any commentary written after WWII knows that peace keeping 


and peace making are two drastically different things.  

We can probably all be peacekeepers on our own, 


at least with our understanding of the word peace.  

We can at times be a place where there is no violence happening.  


But the lack of violence is the American version of peace.  


The Hebrew version is shalom.  

Shalom is a wholeness, 


everything functioning as it should.  


All relationships flourishing.  



Those with ourselves, 



others, 



creation, 



and God.  

We might even say things with God are going pretty well, 


God has not brought a flood for 6 millennia 


and we haven't physically put him on the cross for two.  

But that is peace keeping, 


not making.  

Is our relationship whole with God? 


Or is there parts that God is not a part of?  

We can talk with everyone here, 


but are we willing to be fully ourselves around everyone?

We can not make peace, 


until we realize Jesus died for them, 



just like Jesus had to die for us.  


Until we have mourned over the way that things are not happening 



the way they should.  


Until we have been meek enough 



to ask God for the help to make a change.  


Once we are truly thirsting and hungering 



for a right relationship with our brothers and sisters, 




then we are able to show them mercy 





and take up their burden with them, 




we will need to stay focused on God's way and not ours, 





which would break our ability to show them mercy, 



and finally at that point, 




we will be able to make peace with them.  

For we will be fully aware of 


not only what they have done, 


but aware of what we have done, 



and more importantly, 


what God has done, 



in order for us to make peace.  

The more 

and deeper all of these other realities are in place, 


the more likely that shalom is to happen.

While Shalom is the ultimate goal, 


it is not the end of the beatitudes.  

There is, 


like I said 



always a cost.  

We will explore that in the final two beatitudes next week.  


Jesus is calling us to be his disciples.  


But he is fair, 



he gives the sticker price up front.  

We all know that shalom is the way we want to live, 


for it was what we first dwelled in with God in the garden.  

But there is also a part of us that rebels against God's proposal, 


which is why we first rebelled against God while dwelling in shalom.  

We stopped being poor in spirit, 

mourning, 

and having a meekness about us, 


which caused us to stop hungering and thirsting for God's way, 


for righteousness.  

There was a part of us that did not want to submit and die, 


so the circle was broken.  

We will see that process next week.

