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SMCAS General Meeting and Presentation on Friday November 4, 2022 

Dr Franck Marchis   

Co-Founder and Chief Scientific Officer, Unistellar   
Senior Scientist, Senior Planetary Astronomer, SETI Institute 
 

Citizen Astronomy with the Unisteller Network 

Asteroids, Exoplanets & Education 
  

Friday, November 4, 2022 ,  College of San Mateo,  Building 36  
SMCAS General meeting at 7:00 p.m.   ISC Room, room 110 
Presentation at 8:00 p.m.  Planetarium 
Free and open to the public, free parking  (recommend lots 5 or 6).     

  

Astronomy is a science that inspires everyone, which makes it a great tool for expanding 
scientific literacy. It also has a uniquely powerful ability to make us aware of Earth’s value and 
fragility. And by inspiring people to engage in citizen science, astronomy fosters not only 
scientific research but also collaborative knowledge-building that’s based on a dialogue between 
experts and amateurs. The Unistellar network is by far the largest network of telescopes and 
citizen astronomers around the world, with 10,000 digital telescopes in more than 50 countries. 
This network has collected more than 1,000 scientific observations in 2021 and our citizen 
astronomers have helped the NASA Lucy mission, the NASA TESS mission and recently observed 
JWST on its way to the L2 Lagrange point. We present here some of the key scientific results 
achieved in 2021-2022, and future developments in education to make astronomy, easier, fun, 
and accessible, but also more inclusive and accessible. We present the concept of New Astronomy 
that will accelerate research space and popularize it by inviting new people to be part of the 
scientific discussion.   
 
 

Dr. Franck Marchis is a senior planetary astronomer and at the Carl Sagan Center 
of the SETI Institute and Chief Scientific Officer and co-founder at Unistellar. 
Marchis moved to the United States in October 2000 shortly after getting a Ph.D. 
from the University of Toulouse in France that he acquired while traveling 
around the world for his research and for the sake of exploration. Over the past 
nineteen years, he has dedicated his work to the study of our solar system, 
specifically the search for asteroids with moons, using mainly ground-based 

telescopes equipped with adaptive optics (AO). More recently he has been also involved in the 
definition of new generation of AOs for 8 -10 m class telescopes and future Extremely Large 
Telescopes. He is currently the collaboration manager of the Gemini Planet Imager Exoplanet Survey, 
which consists in imaging and characterizing Jupiter-like exoplanets using an extreme AO system 
(xAO) designed for the Gemini South telescope. 
 

Marchis is also involved in startups related to science outreach and astronomy, so he joined 
Unistellar as a Chief Scientific Officer and VR2Planets as a scientific advisor in 2017. Marchis is a 
member of numerous science committees including, the GPI steering Committee, the TMT Science 
Definition Team, PLOS One editor board, the Project Blue, the PLANETS Foundation Advisory board, 
and member of the IAA SETI Permanent Committee since October 2019. He has co-authored more 
than 380 scientific publications, trained numerous students, and served as a science consultant and 
interviewee for numerous documentaries and movies in English, French, and Spanish. The asteroid 
(6639) was named Marchis in honor of his discovery of the first triple-asteroid system in 2007. He 
has been an affiliated Astronomer at Observatoire de Paris since 2003. Since 2018 Dr. Marchis has 
also been an associate researcher member of the faculty at Laboratoire d’Astrophysique de Marseille 
(LAM) where he contributed to the study of main-belt asteroids. Since 2019 Dr. Marchis has also 
been an adjunct research fellow and Ph.D. advisor at University of Southern Queensland (USQ). 
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