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Prayer for our Rector search:
“Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on Your church,
and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish,
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for Your people and
equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
Book of Common Prayer, page 818

This is but one of the prayers we are using in our search for a new rector,
and to us it sums up the role of a parish priest. We are asking God for a
faithful pastor who will care for us and equip us for our own ministries.
What does this prayer say about our next rector?
A Faithful Pastor: We seek someone who demonstrates a life of faith
through his/her own relationship with Christ, who is open about the joys,
strengths and struggles of that relationship and is an encouragement to
us in our relationship with Christ.
Who cares for us: We seek someone who cares for us: someone who will
walk alongside us, meet us where we are in life, who will listen, pray
with us, support/counsel us in times of need/loss, someone who will
love us and give spiritual guidance that will lead to spiritual growth and
healing.
Who will equip us for our ministries: We seek someone who will equip
us for our ministries: By virtue of our baptism we are all called to serve
God in ministry. Our next rector is someone who does not do it all, but
accompanies us in our journey, encouraging us to use and grow in our
own gifts so that we are able to do the ministries that God calls us to do
individually and corporately.
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Welcome:
Welcome to St. Luke’s!
We are a church of Christ-centered people. Our congregants, during a
series of focus groups called Holy Conversations, described St. Luke’s
as a church of warm, welcoming and
loving people, which has felt like home
from the moment they first walked into
the church. We have a sense of community and fellowship and a family atmosphere.
Now in its 134th year, St. Luke’s was
founded on October 22, 1882 and originally called “Church of the Good Shepherd”. Today our Chapel is known as
the “Chapel of the Good Shepherd”. St. Luke’s is one of the few churches
in a busy downtown area. We have a very rich history and look forward
to being a brighter light in the fabric of Kearney. We have a lot of potential for growth and outreach.
St. Luke’s is a pivotal church within the Diocese of Nebraska due to its
central location and because of our history of raising up priests and deacons from among our congregation.

Mission of St. Luke’s
“St. Luke’s is a vital, Christ-centered people, diverse in ministry through
worship, outreach and programs.”
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Our Blessings:
Spiritual Family
Our members experience God’s love through our relationships with, and support of,
one another. St. Luke’s membership includes many multi-generational families, new
families and singles. As a whole, however, it is the spiritual connection that ties our
parishioners together. The relationships among
our parishioners extend beyond Sunday worship.
Diverse Music
Parishioners and visitors alike praise our blend
of contemporary and traditional music. Our 10:30
a.m. service includes music from both our pipe
organ and a five-piece band as well as our choir,
youth singers and bell choir. Our hymn selection
integrates the traditional 1982 hymnal with uplifting modern music.
Our Youth
Our youth program has grown and developed in
recent years under the leadership of our lay Director of Christian Education. In addition to active Sunday School and Youth Group programs, the children and youth
are active participants in the 10:30 a.m. Sunday services as acolytes, choir members,
lectors and ushers.
Our Building
St. Luke’s has a beautiful, historic building with large stained-glass windows depicting significant moments in the life of Christ. The church grounds include a
well-maintained prayer garden, thanks to the volunteer work of our parishioners.
Our facilities provide an alluring space to gather and worship as well as for quiet
and self-reflection.
Pastoral Care
Our pastoral care is very strong and a reflection of our current priest. St. Luke’s
does an excellent job of caring for its own and others through the efforts of the clergy,
commissioned Lay Eucharistic Visitors and our members reaching out in times of
need.
Financial Stewardship
Parish finances have improved greatly under our
current rector. St. Luke’s vestry has emphasized
and achieved a balanced budget while continuing
to save and plan for both the
necessary and unexpected repairs that will be required in
the years to come.
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Our Challenges:
Desire to Grow
St. Luke’s membership numbers remain strong, however, average Sunday attendance has declined in recent years. We remain steadfast in offering a friendly, welcoming environment in an effort
to draw in new members and encourage those who have stepped
away. We aim to be a light in the
fabric of the Kearney community spreading God’s love and hope
that we can develop some specific strategies for reaching out to
others, including new families in
the community, students at the
University of Nebraska at Kearney, and residents of the Central
Nebraska Veterans’ Home currently under construction.

Strengthening our Outreach as a Church
St. Luke’s parishioners are active volunteers in the Kearney
community. However, they are often helping others out of
their own goodwill and not specifically as a part of a designated St. Luke’s outreach ministry. The church takes part in
Meals on Wheels, but this outreach ministry is typically limited to our members that do not have mid-day work or other
similar time constraints. St. Luke’s would like to increase its
corporate outreach ministries in the near future to enable
members of all ages to participate in serving Jesus as well
as to have a stronger presence of our church as a whole in the
community.
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A Week in the Life of St. Luke’s:
Sunday:

8:00 am Rite II (said) service
10:30 am Rite II (music) service

Monday:

10:30 am Meals on Wheels *

Tuesday:

12:00 pm Noon Prayer Group meets
over a brown bag lunch for prayer
focused on the needs and leadership of the parish*
7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study held
in church library*

Wednesday: 6:00 pm Parish potluck
6:00 pm Youth Group meets*
6:30 pm Children of the parish
meet for worship and a lesson*
6:30 pm Adult Bible Study
7:00 pm Small group prayer in the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd*
7:15 pm Choir practice
Thursday:

7:00 am Men’s group meets for breakfast at various locations in town*
9:30 am Morning Prayer at Mt. Carmel Nursing Home*
7:00 pm Small group prayer in Chapel*

Friday:

Current rector’s day off
5:00 pm Evening Prayer in Chapel at Good Samaritan Hospital*

Saturday:

8:00 am Young Women’s Bible Study in the home of one of the
parishioners*

Vestry, Parish Council, Worship Committee, Music
Committee, Fellowship Committee, Altar Guild and
Building & Grounds Committee all meet monthly.
*Lay-led activities
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Who We Are:
WORSHIP
St. Luke’s is a parish that values Episcopal traditions and uses the Book of Common Prayer in all our services. Liturgy is very important to us and symbolizes our
relationship with God. Every Sunday, just over 80 parishioners attend one of two
services: 8:00 am or 10:30 am.
The 8:00 am service is a small, quiet service which uses Rite II and is a said service
with lay lectors.
The 10:30 am service is our main service which also uses Rite II. Worship is enhanced
with music which encompasses a blend of traditional and contemporary music, featuring a band and pipe organ. From September through Pentecost, our choir leads
us in worship music. Lay participants do the readings and Prayers of the People.
Eucharistic Ministers assist with communion. We also have acolytes who take part
in the service. Parishioners are encouraged to write the names of people needing
prayer on a list which is then prayed during the Prayers of the People. There is also a
very lively passing of the Peace during this
service.
At both services the priest is assisted by
Rev. Deacon Colleen Lewis. Following our
services on Sundays, we enjoy a coffee hour
for fellowship.
We enjoy the traditional services of Christmas and Easter. On Christmas Eve, our
main service is at 4:00 pm, which includes
a Christmas pageant performed by the
children of the parish. On Christmas Day
itself, we have a small, said service with
Eucharist.
On Ash Wednesday, parishioners have a choice of two services. We have lay-led Stations of the Cross on Fridays during Lent. We
usher in Holy Week with Palm Sunday, which
starts off with a parade around the outside
of the church (weather permitting) and palm
crosses. Holy Week services include: a healing service, Maundy Thursday foot washing
and stripping of the altar, Good Friday noon
prayer service and evening Stations of the
Cross with Eucharist. We celebrate the Resurrection with a Festival Eucharist on Easter
Sunday.
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We have access to a canvas Labyrinth which is put out at different times of the year,
including Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday through to Holy Saturday.
We also have an annual outdoor “Mass in the Grass” service at a local park on the
Sunday after Labor Day to mark the start of the new school year activities.

MUSIC
St. Luke’s has a very unique music program where the traditional and contemporary music are blended. Our music program is led by three paid individuals: a choir
director (traditional), band director (contemporary) and an organist. We have a five
member band (including a vocalist), 15 member choir, and a pipe organ. The blended
music program has been in place for the past three years and is very much appreciated by the congregation and visitors alike.
St. Luke’s is home to a Roosevelt
Schantz pipe organ with 3,429
pipes with 56 ranks. It was originally built by the Roosevelt Pipe
Organ company in 1883 and was
bought from Christ Church Cathedral in Louisville, Kentucky
in 1986.
The choir is occasionally joined
by youth members who play
bells as accompaniment. They
also lend their voices which is
always a delight. Once a month,
the children of the parish share
with the congregation a song that
they have been learning in “Wednesday Friends”.
St. Luke’s has also been a venue for numerous community concerts by groups, such
as the College Choirs and the Platte Valley Singers.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Our children and youth programs are led by a lay Director of Christian Education.
Preschool and elementary school sections, called Wednesday Friends, meet on
Wednesday evenings. Our numbers are small but the children often bring friends
with them. The Youth Group includes youth in 6th through 12th grades. Also meeting
8

on Wednesday evenings from Labor Day through Pentecost, the group engages in
Bible study, discussion, games and service projects.
We also have Carnival Sunday, which usually falls on Refreshment Sunday during
Lent, when great fun is had by all.
Every summer, St. Luke’s participates in a
week-long VBS program in conjunction with
Family of Christ Lutheran and First Presbyterian Church.

OUTREACH
Pairs of parishioners deliver Meals on
Wheels every Monday on three separate
routes. This involves an ongoing commitment of 12 parishioners.
Various parish groups take turns hosting
weekly dinners at the church for the Jubilee Center one month a year. The center was
started by St. Luke’s but is now a stand-alone ministry supported by the community.
Last year, a Basket Auction yielded over $2,000 for Kearney’s new HelpCare Clinic.
This year’s bazaar will also benefit a local charity.
Men’s Breakfast group has most recently supported
Mission II Haiti, which builds wells for fresh water.
Yearly fundraising activities include the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and often fall Chili Feeds.
Each week various lay members conduct a Thursday Morning Prayer service at Mt. Carmel Home
and a Friday Evening Prayer service at CHI Good Samaritan Hospital. The evening service is broadcast
throughout the hospital.
VBS selects a cause to support each year. In 2016, we
supported Operation Kid to Kid to send Bibles overseas.
The Youth Group most recently supported PFLAG
(Parents and Friends of the Lesbian and Gay Community), the Nebraska AIDS project and World Refugee Day activities in Omaha.
They gave gifts to children at Christmas and collected toiletries for the local S.A.F.E.
Center (Spouse/Sexual Abuse Family Education Center).
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PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is a shared ministry between the clergy and lay members. Lay Eucharistic Visitors carry the Reserved Sacrament to parishioners who cannot regularly
attend worship services due to illness or infirmity. They are sent forth from the
Sunday worship services on a rotating schedule with prayers from the congregation.
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Where We Envision Ourselves
in the Future:
Our dream for St. Luke’s is that we would fill our pews each Sunday and become
a congregation that is more active and growing spiritually. We want our joy and
passion for Christ to attract and uplift new families while still valuing and honoring our current members. We also want to be a church where there is excitement in
attending services and participating in our current and new ministries, both within
the parish and the community beyond. Together we will discover new ways to love
and serve the Lord.
St. Luke’s is a beautiful, historic church with
good facilities that will remain in the heart
of Kearney. We have seen a declining average
Sunday attendance, and therefore have lost
some of the vitality of our congregation. We
want to be a welcoming, vibrant, growing
congregation, the light of Christ, and active
in our community.
We believe we will grow through our music,
youth and adult programs. We strive to be a
“vital, Christ-centered people, diverse in our
ministry through worship, outreach and programs”.
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To help us navigate God’s path for St. Luke’s, we are looking for a priest who is:

Outgoing

•

Teacher

•

Spiritual Guide

Youth and Family Oriented

Faithful Pastor

•

Rector

•

Encourager

good speaker with relatable sermons

Able to equip us for our ministries
Energetic

Understanding

•

Listener

•

Compassionate

Focus on Youth and their programs

Fiscally responsible

•

Servant Leader

•

Vibrant

Relates to parishioners of all ages
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Building and Grounds:
Built in 1908 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, St. Luke’s is a
beautiful brick church with a slate roof and seating for approximately 250 people. St.
Luke’s is located on the busy corner of 2nd Avenue and 24th Street. The church, with its
stained glass windows, is a beautiful, safe space for quiet self-reflection. Attached
to the church are the clergy vesting room and the sacristy. The breezeway connects
the church to the fellowship hall which is named the “Bishop Graves Hall” to honor
the Bishop who founded St. Luke’s. Off the breezeway is the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, a quiet space for prayer and reflection as
well as small said services.
Doors off the breezeway open into the Prayer
Garden, which is lovingly tended by a few parishioners. The Prayer Garden includes a
Columbarium. Nestled between the buildings,
the garden provides a peaceful space, even
though busy 2nd Avenue runs right next to it. In
October every year, in conjunction with our annual celebration of the feast of St. Francis, we
hold a pet blessing open to the community in
this space. Parishioners and community members bring their dogs, cats, and a few stuffed
teddy bears to be blessed.
Bishop Graves Hall was added in the
early 1980s. Adjacent to the hall is the
church office, nursery, treasurer’s office, Rector’s office and church library.
Vestry meetings, various committee
meetings, prayer group and Bible study
take place in this space. The Sunday
school rooms, youth group room and
choir practice room are located in the
basement.
Our facilities are used by several
groups, including three AA chapters,
a Cub Scout pack (which we chartered)
and Senior College. Because of our central location and proximity to Interstate 80, many Nebraska Diocesan events and committee meetings are held at St.
Luke’s.
Due to the age of our buildings, the audio-visual system
and HVAC systems are going to need major maintenance
and/or replacement in the future. Our stained glass windows will also require some restoration.
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Parish Finances:
St. Luke’s enjoys a relatively strong financial position. It has avoided operating deficits since 2009. Annually, the Vestry allocates 10% of the previous year’s surplus to
additional outreach while the balance is added to the reserve fund. Ongoing operations are funded through the General Fund and a separate Worship Fund (the latter
being used to fund the band).
					GENERAL FUND
Income items:
Sunday Offering
Plate Offering
Parish Organizations
Interest income
Other Income

Total Income

Expense items:
Diocesan Pledge
Diocesan Gatherings
Outreach
Christian Education
Clergy Salary
Clergy Non-Salary
Building & Grounds
Rector Search
Office
Music Program
Worship and Altar Guild
Fellowship

Total Expenses
Net Income

2015 Actual

2016 Budget

223,970
2,472
634
77
124

243,816
2,397
0
0
0

227,277

246,213

28,411
1,196
3,149
6,953
43,509
46,466
46,466
0
14,041
13,584
1,320
2,179

26,030
0
3,600
8,000
45,385
48,979
70,232
5,300
19,812
12,000
2,675
4,200

211,165

246,213

16,111

0
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Parish Finances (continued):
Condensed Balance Sheet
December 31, 2015
General Fund		
Worship Fund (band)		
Rector’s Discretionary Fund		

160,826
1,327
710

Money Market Fund
Restricted - parish organizations
9,241
Restricted - building & Mntc
173,462
Restricted - other
34,300
Unrestricted
52,613
Total money market fund 		

269,616

Total current Assets		

432,469

Fixed Assets:
Building (insured replacement value)		
Contents (insured replacement value)		

4,142,000
745,650

Total Fixed Assets		

4,887,650

Total Asset

5,320,119

Current Liabilities:
Current Liabilities		
Long term liabilities		
Total Liabilities		
Net Assets:
Unrestricted		
Restricted		
Net Assets		

Total Liabilities and Net Assets		
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4,178
0
4,178
209,265
5,106,676
5,315,941

5,320,119

Parish Finances (continued):
The St. Luke’s Episcopal Foundation functions as our endowment fund. Its assets
are held independently from those of the church and it is administered by a separate,
non-vestry board.
December 31, 2014
Savings Account		
Mutual Funds
Income Fund of America
39,264
Investment Co, of America
33,803
Fundamental Investors
40,212
New Perspective
43,426
Total Mutual Funds		

Total - Foundation		

15,717

156,705

172,422

December 31, 2015
Savings Account
15,725
Mutual Funds
Income Fund of America
38,685
Investment Co, of America
33,316
Fundamental Investors
41,570
New Perspective
45,745
Total Mutual Funds		

Total - Foundation		
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159,316

175,041

Diocese of Nebraska
St. Luke’s is a part of the Episcopal Diocese of Nebraska, which is made up of 53
churches throughout the state. Bishop J. Scott Barker, the 11th Bishop of the Diocese,
has served as our Bishop since 2011.
http://www.episcopal-ne.org/
https://www.facebook.com/dionebraska/?ref=ts
http://nebraskaepiscopalian.org

City of Kearney
The City of Kearney, located in Buffalo County in
central Nebraska, has a population of approximately 32,000 people. Our city is the geographical midpoint between the east and west coasts
of the USA and is home to the Kearney campus
of the University of Nebraska, two hospitals, several light manufacturing operations, the future
location of the Central Nebraska Veterans Home
and an airport with daily service to Denver.
Quick links of interest for our community are:
http://www.kearneycatholic.org/
Kearney Catholic High School’s mission is to provide all students a Catholic faithbased education to develop academically and spiritually; thereby preparing them to
be of service to the Church, community, and society.
http://www.kearneypublicschools.org/
Kearney Public Schools serves more than 5,300 students. Their mission is to create
an environment of mutual respect, inspire the love of learning, and expect excellence from all.
http://www.unk.edu/
The University of Nebraska at Kearney’s campus sits at the heart of Kearney. With
nearly 7,000 students, the university provides an economic boost, an experienced
and educated workforce, and a reputation of which to be proud.
http://www.kearneycoc.org/
Visit Kearney’s Chamber of Commerce webpage. It includes everything from a listing of local events and area businesses to links for our city & county government.
http://visitkearney.org/ for the Kearney Visitor’s Bureau.
www.cityofkearney.org for more information on the City of Kearney
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A Concluding Thought
We believe that God is calling the next rector to our parish. If you believe
you might be that individual, we invite you to join with us in prayerfully
walking the path of mutual discernment.
We encourage you to make your interest known to our Diocesan Transition Minister, the Rev. Canon Liz Easton at 402.341.5373 or leaston@
episcopal-ne.org no later than December 31, 2016.
Be assured you are in our prayers just as we ask for your prayers in this
time of mutual transition.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 2304 Second Avenue, Kearney NE 68847
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