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DIRECTOR
Hi Folks,
I thought March was busy, well it didn’t hold a candle to April. I’m still
trying to figure how so much could be done in such a short time.
March 28th was Temecula Valley HOG’s premier event, and you folks
showed up in great numbers to support our fellow Chapter. We not only
won the Chapter Challenge but members of Biggs HOG also won the high and low hand poker prizes and Will H
(Carmen really!) won a leather jacket. Congratulations and thank you for your support!
April 8th we had the honor of escorting Cort S from Yuma AZ to Biggs, and on the 12 th his Celebration of Life was
held in the parking structure at the Dealership. This turned out very well, with a lot of stories and memories told
that day. Plans for both were very difficult to make, with changes being made almost on a daily basis and even on
the ride. I want to especially thank the Road Guards for their patience and willingness to adapt to those changes so
that the ride was as safe as it was. Special kudos to Michele D and her group of women who arranged the event on
Sunday, it turned out great and Cort’s family was very thankful and impressed with the great turnout of Biggs HOG
members at both events. Thank you for the great showing!!
At oh dark thirty on April 12th we also had a TV interview on KUSI to promote our Spring Fling. This ride was really
attended well considering the take off time; maybe the prospect of being on TV helped but it was a great showing
of how our Chapter participates in events. Jim W and Mike L did a great job doing the interview promoting the
event, and there’s a great side story if you saw the clip on the news - it not you’ll have to ask Linda D for details.
On April 18th we had our own Spring Fling combined with the Dealership’s Boot Camp; special thanks go out to
Richard L and Howie W for allowing us to that. Jim W and his committee did a great job of organizing this event in
such a short time, considering we moved our event from September to April. I can’t say enough about the Road
Guards, volunteers, the Black Sheep and you for participating in this event and showing the other Chapters what a
great Chapter we are! It was a fun day made easier by all the volunteers, and the Black Sheep have got quite a
reputation for our famous Tri-tip lunch which everyone raved about. Great job folks, and Thank You!
As I’m writing this I’m also getting ready for our Cottonwood LDT that I’m really looking forward to; not only is it
such a beautiful place to visit and explore with family and friends, but the trip just shows how much is going on in
the Chapter. Please come out and join us on some of these exciting events; and if you’re a new member, we’re
looking forward to including you in our family - join us so we can get to know you.
You know, some months, there’s just not enough space to talk about everything!
So, until next month...

Bill E
“Travelling in a car is like watching a
film…
Riding a motorbike is like starring in
it.”
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Hello Biggs Chapter!
Mark your calendars! May 16th is the Clint August May Ride! Like the Temecula Valley
Poker Run, we’re going to need your support at this event to win that coveted Chapter
Challenge and bragging rights. Come on Biggs, we need to keep our win streak going! So
please come out and support this event.
As I was sitting down to write this month’s article, I started thinking back to my second
HOG Chapter ride. It was 2002, and I had just bought my 2003 Dyna Wide Glide when I
was approached by Jan F about joining the Chapter. I explained to her that I had not done a lot of rides in groups
yet, and was a bit nervous. I went on to explain that I was somewhat interested, and wanted to check it out to see
if I fit the Chapter and vice-versa. I had already visited a couple HOG Chapters, but they were not very welcoming
to new members and I was not sure of their riding skills or riding practices… plus, most of their destinations were
bars. In fact, on my very first ride with a HOG chapter, they left me at a bar to fend for myself! Not the type of
group I really wanted to hang with.
Well, she came around the table and gave me a big hug and introduced me to several folks. They all seemed really
nice and they all insisted that this Chapter was a lot more friendly, and that safety had a high priority. Well, it
wasn’t but a few minutes later I handed her my membership fees.
I was hesitant to attend my first Oceanside HOG meeting based on my prior and rather un-welcoming experiences.
I was still feeling quite uncomfortable, not knowing anybody, and assuming probably nothing was different from
my previous experiences as well. My thoughts quickly changed when I was greeted by several people that
genuinely gave me the impression they wanted me to be there. I shook hands with so many people I can’t even
begin to remember who they were. I think it was Terry W, Doug F, and some guy who said he was a Road Guard
(whatever that is). However, I am thinking to myself, what is the difference from my first chapter ride to this
meeting? Well, I think it was me, I was really looking for this to be successful so I put my hand out to anyone who
would shake it, and to all the ladies I got a hug from. I will never forget what I was told: “This is the last handshake
you will get from me. Around here, we hug... so I expect a hug from you every time we meet!” I have never missed
another hug, and I myself use that same expression all the time.
OK, now flash forward to April 18, 2015 and our Spring Fling Premier Event: Things are coming together and looking
good, so I try not to get too excited. As some of you may remember, my back was killing me... but did I miss a hug
or a hand shake anywhere? The answer is NO! I have made friends with so many people in this chapter, and now
that list has grown to include friends from our many neighboring chapters.

My point is, it’s all about what you want to get out of this big family. So put your hand out, try to get over any
shyness you may have had, and start enjoying yourself and this chapter!

Jim W
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DEALER NEWS:

- Check out what’s happenin’ on SATURDAYS in MAY May 2 - 1ST SATURDAY BIGGS BIG BIKE-A-THON AND VENDOR VILLAGE EVENT — Over 400 new/used bikes and a full
lot of vendors! FREE to Buyers and Sellers! Bring anything to sell! 9AM-3PM. FREE BBQ and Live Band.
May 9 - MOM"S MEGA BASH — FREE Mother's day plant for the first 75 - Win a $100 Gift Card - Special Mother's
only deals! 10AM- 3PM. FREE BBQ and Live Band.
May 16 - THE MAY RIDE — Riding for those who sacrifice for our freedoms! Join us and Clint August to raise funds
for Homefront San Diego. Over 70 vendors, Breakfast, BBQ, Coffee and Drinks. Live Band.
May 23 - FREE VIP CREW RIDE — Ride with the crew from Biggs Harley-Davidson! 9 AM to 3 PM. Free Breakfast and
Catered Lunch for Riders, Free BBQ and Live Band for Everyone!
May 30 - DEMO DAY — Come on down and test ride our NEW inventory! Free BBQ and Live Band. Lots of fun all day
long.
For more info, email receptionist@biggsh-d.com or visit . See you Saturdays at Biggs!
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Todd M
Don A

Don A
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ROAD CAPTAIN
So - at the April chapter meeting we discussed how bungying / rubber banding (the
accordion-like movement of the bikes while riding in formation) can be frustrating
and unsafe - especially if someone overreacts in correcting the extra gap, which
actually creates a more dramatic bungying effect throughout the group.
For an example of how this effect works, as a group’s sweep, we sometimes see a
20 mph or more change in our speed in order to maintain our sweep position to
protect the group.
Many factors can cause bungying; it could start by a bike in front of you changing speed, or you may be sightseeing
and roll off the throttle a bit, or sometimes a rider is just having a bad day and is not as sharp as they are on other
days. Bungying is an unavoidable part of group riding, but can be controlled in a safe and less impactful manner by
making smaller and more frequent throttle corrections.
Here’s how: When people notice the two second gap to the bike in front of them increasing, they instinctively add
throttle to close the gap quickly. This often causes them to zoom towards the next bike, and then have to come off
the gas to avoid running up on them. The trick is to add as little throttle as possible. This allows a gradual increase
in speed, which allows a smooth and gradual approach towards the bike in front of you. This gradual approach also
allows you to make a smaller adjustment in reducing throttle as you reestablish the proper two second group riding
interval. In short, the less abrupt your throttle actions, the less bungying effect it has on the bikes behind you.
A big thing to remember is that once you reduce throttle to stop your approach to the bike in front of you, you will
then have to put a little throttle back on in order to maintain your proper position. Again, the key is to make
smooth, gradual adjustments instead of dramatic ones.
To sum this all up, it takes three throttle movements to change your position within the group and correct a gap:
One to accelerate, another to slow your approach to the bike in front of you, and a third to match the speed of the
group and stay in proper spacing in regards to the bike in front of you.
Regardless of who caused the gap— you, the bike in front of you, or the bike in front of him… you can help reduce
bungying and make the ride safer by using proper throttle techniques. By making these adjustments smaller and
smoother, bungying goes down, safety goes up, and everyone has a more fun, enjoyable ride.
If you have any questions about this article please feel free to talk to me at any ride.
Thanks,

Yak
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See you on the road -

Don A

DIRECTOR ~ Bill E
ASST. DIRECTOR ~ Jim W
SECRETARY ~ Sam B
TREASURER ~ Jeff W

director@biggshog.com
asstdir@biggshog.com
secretary@biggshog.com
treasurer@biggshog.com

ACTIVITIES Dale D
activities@biggshog.com
Local Rides
Activities Committee
activitieslocal@biggshog.com
Linda D, Michele DeS, Bob G, Debi G
Patrick A, Patricia A
Long Distance Rick K activitieslongdistance@biggshog.com
Calendar Kathlene M
calendar@biggshog.com
EDITOR Bob G
editor@biggshog.com
Assistant Debi G
HISTORIAN Terry W
historian@biggshog.com
LOH Barbara B
harleyladies@biggshog.com
Assistant Terry G
MEMBERSHIP Leslie W membership@biggshog.com
Ambassador Team
Bridget A, Michele DeS, Dennis K, Mike L,
David S, Patti Z

MILITARY Don A
MERCHANDISE Kimberly Y
PHOTOGRAPHER Liz S
P/R Michael L
ROAD CAPTAIN Dave Y
Assistant Ken F
RG@LARGE Terry W
SAFETY Chris W
VOLUNTEERS Sabina P
Assistant Roger P
WEBMASTER
DEALER LIAISON Howie W

militarydonations@biggshog.com
merchandise@biggshog.com
photo@biggshog.com
publicrelations@biggshog.com
roadcapt@biggshog.com
asstroadcapt@biggshog.com
safety@biggshog.com
volunteers@biggshog.com
admin@biggshog.com
dealerliaison@biggshog.com
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VOLUNTEERS
Well another Premier Event has come and gone, and as usual it turned out great.
Thanks goes to the P/E Committee headed by Jim W. They spent hours planning,
calling venders, bringing in raffle prizes, and just getting everything going. These
people did a great job to ensure that everything was there to have a successful
event.
The second thanks goes to all of you who came by Friday night prior to the event
to set up the chairs, tables, and laying out where the venders would be setting up
their booths, plus laying out the course for the slow race and animal (stuffed animal) toss.
Thirdly, thanks go out to all of you who took the time to man (or woman) the registration and raffle areas, and of
course to the Black Sheep for the excellent food. We also would like to thank all the Road Guards who lead or
swept the various ride groups safely, plus those who had all the fun stops covered, the parking directors, greeters,
and of course the people helping police the trash. Usually the end of event clean-up is the hardest to get volunteers
for, but this year that was completed in record time. We had members that had been there since 6:00 a.m. helping
out like it was the start of the day instead of the end of it. Maybe they got a second wind because they just wanted
to get to go home; I know we did! So, here is one more BIG THANK YOU to all of you. Your help was truly
appreciated!
And now we have the May Ride and Commotion By The Ocean, where we once again can use your help. Please
check out the volunteer table at the next chapter meeting to see if there is something you could help out with at
either of these events.
To those of you who may be getting the volunteer bug, if you see that someone else signed up already for
something you’re interested in helping with, whether that’s a special event or a regular chapter meeting, put your
name down anyway. Sometimes members get tied up, and you could either fill in for them—or if they’re there, you
could learn that particular duty for next time. Either way, we always appreciate the help.
Thanks again to all our volunteers, and we’ll see you soon.

Sabina P & Roger P
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Our Chapter Picnic and Deli Challenge #5 will happen just about the same time this article hits the newsstands, so
expect some photos at our May Chapter Meeting. I hope all of you were there!
Keep sending me those photos for our 2016 calendar. It’s really easy. Just attach a photo to an email addressed to
HarleyLadies@BiggsHOG.com – I’ll take care of the rest.
We have a couple of exciting speakers lined up for our May and June Chapter Dinners. In May we have Stacy L, a
motor officer from Carlsbad. While I don’t have her exact topic title in time for publication, I expect a fun time. In
June, Joy M from Joy of Motorcycling is back for a return engagement; Joy has been our speaker many times over
the years. Terry and I look forward to a full house for these ladies.
As a reminder, our Chapter Dinners are held on the third Tuesday of each month at Acapulco in San Marcos. Arrive
for dinner (optional) around 6:00 PM; the speaker is introduced at 7:00 PM. This is one of those occasions when it
is okay to arrive in your car. We hope to see you there!

Barbara B & Terry G

CHAPTER MEETING
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Long Distance
Hi Folks
I just love this time of year with the Long Distance Trips having started. We have a trip
to Cottonwood at the end of April , which will be completed by the time you read this.

Cottonwood is in close proximity to the southern rim of the Grand Canyon and several
other National Monuments. It’s also just a hop, skip and a jump from the Red Hills of
Sedona, one of the most beautiful and awe-inspiring locales in Arizona. And if the natural beauty wasn’t enough,
the roads there are really amazing
with beautiful tree lined twisty,
twisty, and more twisty roads being
the norm. State Route 89,.which goes
from Cottonwood through Sedona
and up through Flagstaff to the
eastern entrance of the southern rim
of the Grand Canyon, is especially
beautiful and worth the trip alone.
Don’t forget the other trips that are
still to come. Sonora, California
Coastal, Angeles Crest and Death Valley all promise to be great trips, each one unique unto itself. That’s the beauty
of the long distance trip program. You get to see new sights or revisit favored places from past trips. Combined
with the opportunity to make so many new friends, it just doesn’t get any better than that.
Since we are going to have to use the freeways to get to these beautiful spots, I am going to spend a little time on
our riding technique to get there. Most of these destinations require that we travel on two lane highways (SR-89,
US-395, I-8, I-10), and we’ll be passing numerous trucks. As a ride leader, I would like to see the folks in my group
keep a fairly tight formation. It not only allows me to see what is behind us, but gives me a lot more options when I
need them. Consistent spacing and no rubber banding is very helpful and appreciated by your fellow riders and me.
When we pass motor homes or semis, always signal to the rider behind you and assume the modified stagger
formation while passing the vehicle. You don’t need to speed up but at the same time don’t wait for the person in
front of you to pass before you start to pass the vehicle (slingshot), keep the same spacing as before the modify
stagger and remember, you have the whole lane to move left in. Prudence would dictate the farther away from the
hazard, the better. Remember, the farther the group gets spread out the fewer options you give your ride leader,
and riding for 30-40 miles behind a semi or motor home at 30 mph is not fun for anyone.
Check out the dates for the remaining trips. Let me know if you sign up for one of the trips, they’re all listed on the
Long Distance page with directions for making reservations. Until next month, take care.

Rick K

2015 Over Nighter’s & Long Distance Trips
1. Laughlin, NV

Feb. 27, 28 & Mar 1

Memories

2. Cottonwood/Sedona, AZ

Apr. 24, 25, 26 & 27

Memories

3. Sonora/Jamestown, CA

Jun. 5, 6, 7, & 8

Now Booking

4. California Coastal, CA

Jul. 23, 24, 25, 26 & 27

Now Booking

5. Angeles Crest, CA

Sep. 19 & 20

Now Booking

6. Death Valley, NV

Nov. 6, 7, 8 & 9

Now Booking
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MEMBERSHIP
Merry May is Here!
May is one of the best riding months we have all year. We almost never have any rain, the
temperature is rarely too warm or too cold, and the days are starting to be a little longer.
Not that any of these things seem to stop the Biggs Chapter from riding all year long, but
there’s just something special about the beautiful days of May.
Warmer weather and longer days seem to bring more people to our Chapter, too. We have
several new Chapter members and we’re up to a total of 488! I encourage all of you to engage with some of the
folks that are new to our family. Share your stories and tell them about our great rides and events; let them know
that they’ve come to the right place if they like to ride and have fun.
I want to say a big THANK YOU to the ladies and gents that helped out with the Raffle and Silent Auction areas
during our Premier Event. Special thanks goes to Debi G, Debbie R, David S, Michele DeS, Chris R, Sharon M, and
Martina K. I think we made a great team and that it went very smoothly. This is all due to our combined team
effort and I never could have done it without you! Thank you!!
Speaking of the Premier Event… Congratulations to our Silent Auction winners: Wil H won the fantastic San Diego
County Fair VIP Package and Patrick H won the fabulous Del Mar Thoroughbred Club VIP Package! There was a lot
of interest in both, but Wil and Patrick outbid everyone else and claimed the prizes. Congratulations, guys - we
hope you enjoy your VIP experiences!
Our April birthday winner was yours truly (me) – and here’s wishing a very Happy Birthday to all of the April
birthday folks. The Saddlebag Drawing winner for April was Pam M. Congratulations, Pam! I know you’ll find
something special to buy at Biggs with your $100.00 gift card!
If you have any questions about your membership or anything else, feel free to send me an email at
membership@biggshog.com. I hope to see all of you at our May 8th Chapter meeting!
Till then – safe riding and enjoy the beautiful month of May!

Leslie W
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Michael L. Myers, DDS, INC
NORTH COAST FAMILY DENTISTRY

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest

NORTH COAST HEALTH CENTER
477 N. El Camino Real / A302

Encinitas, CA 92024

TEL 760/ 942-1171

FAX 760 / 942-1265
www.mlmyersdds.com

MICHAEL MYERS, DDS

FROM THE EDITOR…
Greetings, my Biggs HOG brothers and sisters.
A wise man once told me, be careful when using the powers of Quicken - you
know, the checkbook and budgeting program? “Don’t,” he said, “ever look up
how much you’ve spent on your bikes, accessories, and labor. Don’t look up
what you’ve paid out on t-shirts, gloves, hats, and helmets. Forget about what
gas and hotels from LDT’s, much less the gas for local rides, has cost. And Biggs
being Biggs, you really don’t want to look up what you’ve spent on meals. Trust me, you don’t want to know. Just
enjoy the ride.”
Well, I didn’t listen. And I was about knocked out of my chair. You could run a small country for a year on what
Debi and I have spent supporting this noisy hobby of ours. And that, quite frankly, was a shock… one that lasted for
several days. “What are we doing? Why are we spending all the money? What are we thinking!!!???”
And then calm and sanity returned. Balance was restored to The Force, and the reasons we do “the bike thing”
were quite clear and focused in our minds. How or where else are we going to experience the joy that only riding
brings? To get that grin on our faces when we navigate the twisties, to feel the breeze through our hair (or in my
case, on my head), and to enjoy the soul calming benefits of what some call “wind therapy”? And where else are
we going to have so much fun, with so many friends that we consider family?
So yeah, the monetary price of our little hobby might seem a bit high—but in reality, it’s a bargain. I won’t be
running that report again - not because I’m afraid what the numbers will say, but because they don’t matter. We
know it’s worth it. Every penny. As the man said, just enjoy the ride.

Bob G & Debi G
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PHOTOGRAPHER
I am honored once again to be your "phoHOGrapher" for 2015. The last
year has been truly remarkable capturing the way in which we support
each other and our community. Our Biggs HOG Chapter has heart! "Heart
of Harley" will continue to capture a photo each month that represents
the beauty of our good works and celebrate the joy we experience in
caring for one another, our passion for riding, having fun and making new
friends.

Liz S

The Heart
- of HARLEY

"

Four wheels may get you there, but two wheels will make the journey memorable" ….unknown

Ride

to promote the Spring Fling

Todd M
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Check the most
current calendar
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES

JUNE 2015
Please check the website or ride line for any
changes to this schedule

Call our 24 Hour
Ride Line
(760) 736-2920

Sun 17 - Ride to Barrett Junction
9:30 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd. Medium distance,
backroads.

= feather pin ride

Sat 2 - Road Guard Training Ride #1
Sun 3 - LOH Picnic & Deli Challenge #5
10 AM Biggs H-D Join us for a scenic ride to the Pointed
Roof Deli for Deli Challenge #5 or just come out to Live
Oaks Park for a picnic at noon.
Mon 4 - Activities Committee Meeting (Invite Only)
6 PM - 8:30 PM Meal & Meeting at Coyote Café in Vista.
Wed 6 - Officers Meeting (Invite Only)
7 PM mtg. 6 PM to eat.

Thurs 7 - Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D. Take a ride with us for lunch at Island
Style Cafe. Medium distance, back roads.
Fri 8 - Chapter Meeting (Everyone’s Welcome)
7 PM at Biggs H-D. Arrive early to socialize, sign up to
volunteer or sign up for an upcoming event. Take this
opportunity to renew your chapter Membership
Sat 9 - Formation 101
8:30 AM Biggs H-D. Come learn how we ride as a group. If
you haven't been in a while, come refresh your
knowledge. Coffee and doughnuts. Members receive a
Rider Pin for attending. Contact our Safety Officer for
more information.
Sat 9 - Get Acquainted Ride
10:15 AM Biggs H-D. After Formation 101, put your
knowledge to work during our most popular ride and then
eat lunch with your HOG family. Destination: Someplace
to eat!
Sun 10 - Ride to Moms
10 AM Biggs H-D Ride to Mom's in Julian for apple pie.
Medium distance, back roads.
Sat 16 - May Ride
8AM Biggs H-D Dealer Event

Tues 19 - Chapter Dinner & Speaker
6 PM for dinner; speaker at 7 PM. Hosted by LOH at Acapulco in San Marcos. We have a Carlsbad Motor Officer
as our guest speaker; this is her first time speaking at
LOH. Topic TBA.
Wed 20 - Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D. Destination - someplace to eat!
Sat 23 - Tom's Farms
8 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd. Long distance, back roads
Sun 24 - There's No Wine-ing in Baseball
9 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd. Enjoy a ride up to and around
Temecula’s wine country, ending up at a Storm Baseball
Game & BBQ in Lake Elsinore. Cost is $15 for members
and $22 for non-members, and must be prepaid. The fee
covers motorcycle parking, a seat to the game and an
hour’s worth of all-you-can-eat BBQ. Sign up and pay at
the May Chapter Meeting. Medium distance, back roads.
Mon 25 - Ft. Rosecrans Memorial Ride
Come show your respect for our Nation’s heroes! More
Info to come.
Tues 26 - Road Guard Meeting (Invite Only)
Dinner at 6, meeting at 7. Bobby’s Hideaway Café 4901
El Camino Real, Carlsbad.
Sat 30 - San Diego HOG Premiere Event
Join us in supporting our brothers and sisters at SD HOG!

Dealer Event Calendar
see page 4
Follow these directions to print the current month’s
calendar, suitable for your fridge or for framing: From the
calendar page, either click on the printer icon on your
browser’s tool bar, or just right click on the body of the
calendar page itself and then click “Print”. When the print
window opens, set “Pages to Print” option to “Current
page”, then click on the “Print” button.
Voila!
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BIGGS H.O.G. CHAPTER
North San Diego County

P.O. BOX 610
San Marcos, CA
92079-0610

The HOG Express is published by the Biggs
Chapter North San Diego County H.O.G. for the
use of its membership. Neither Biggs Chapter
North San Diego County H.O.G., Biggs HarleyDavidson, nor the Harley-Davidson Motor Co.
make any claims as to the accuracy of the
information published.

Can you picture yourself riding with Biggs HOG?

We can!

