                                         Feast of Passover 
                    First Feast of the Seven Major Feasts of Israel.
These seven feasts are very important.  They not only are actual celebrations but they are all prophetic.
Matt 5:17-18 –Jesus says “do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”—(the word for ‘Law’ is not the 10 commandments, it means the Torah, the first five books of the Bible.)
The feasts were ordained in the Torah.
Romans 15:4- “everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope”

Col 2:16-17  “therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a shadow of the things that were to come;  the reality, however, is found in Christ.”
-(in other words, these feasts are very significant in the fact that each one of them represent Jesus Christ.  These Feasts are not only historical but they set forth a plan for the future.)
The first 4 Feasts have been fulfilled by Jesus exactly on the day of the feast, and therefore we can anticipate that the last 3 feasts will be fulfilled exactly on their specific days.
Remember, 7 is the perfect number in  that it represents the Lord.

Ie –The Menorah- is a candelabra which contains 7 candles.  It has 3 on one side and 3 on the other side and one in the middle.  It was always in the first part of the Tabernacle , or Temple, and represents the Light of God.

Now the Feasts are similar to the Menorah in so much that they are divided into two sections with the first 3 are all celebrated in one month and the last three are all celebrated in one month and the middle feast is celebrated by itself in the middle months.
-(the first 3 are in the month of Nisan, (April), and the last 3 are in the month of Tishri, which is sometimes the last of September and inclusive of October.  The 4th feast or the one in the middle is in the month of  Iyar,(May), that being the Feast of Pentecost.
Exodus 12:2 -the Lord told Moses that the month of Nisan ,(April), is to be the first month of the year. —(This was the start of the civil year.)
 Israel celebrates two new years.  The first one was the beginning of the Civil year that we just discussed and the then they celebrated the 7th month, (Tishri), as the beginning of their Holy Year, in which the last three feasts are celebrated.  This starts with the Feast of Trumpets, (the 5th Feast).
Now before we continue lets understand a few Jewish terms .
The Hebrew word “Mowar," means  “to keep an appointment.”

The word “Holy Convocation” is an assembly for celebrating a Feast Day.
The word ‘Sabbath”  is not always the 7th day.  Some of the Feast days are considered a ‘Sabbath’ as well.
Let's consider the First Feast. 

Passover-
Leviticus 23:5- says “it begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month.”  (this is now the month of Nisan.)
It commemorates deliverance from Egypt , as a result of the plaques that God placed on Egypt through Moses.  The Lord imposed a death penalty on the first born of every family and in the evening the Lord sent the death angel who passed over every household and the first born was killed. 
But to protect His people,  He told the Jews to take the blood of a lamb and place the blood over the outside of the door frame.  This would protect their first born child from death.

Gen 15:13, the Lord gave Abraham a prophecy that his descendants would be enslaved for 400 years. 
Ex 12:40,41 says at the end of the 430 years to the very day, all the Lord’s divisions left Egypt.”  (the difference of 30 years is rounding off.)

The procedure.
Exodus 12:3 says “On the 10th day of the month they were to pick out the lamb.” Why?  Because they had to observe it for 4 days to make sure it was fit to be sacrificed.  (they were to  keep it in the house for these 4 days.)

This was to be an object lesson.   God was showing them that it was by shedding ‘innocent blood’ that sin was to be forgiven.

-(this innocent animal without any defect was to be slaughtered.)
In Gen 3:21—the Lord showed Adam and Eve that it was the blood that was necessary to cover their sin.  Consequently,  He sacrificed an animal to give them a covering for their nakedness.
Genesis 3:20-24.
The fact that God is a saving God is seen when He clothed Adam and Eve. ( An animal was sacrificed to provide garments of skin, and later all Israel's animal sacrifices would be part of God's provision to remedy the curse , a life for a life.)

 The sinner shall die! (Ezek 18:20; Rom 6:23) , yet he will live if he places his faith in the LORD, who has provided a Substitute. The skin with which God clothed Adam and Eve perpetually reminded them of God's provision. Similarly in the fullness of time God accepted the sacrifice of Christ, and on the basis of that atonement,  He clothes believers in righteousness.  (Rom 3:21-26).  

(The Lord is showing us that He does not wink at sin, that it’s going to cost, that there has to be a sacrifice).
(now back to the lamb)

Ex 12:5  " it must be a male that is one year old without any defect."
Ex 12:6  " on the 14th day of the month, everyone must slaughter the lambs."
Ex 12:46- "not a bone was to be broken."
Num 9:12 "not a bone broken."  (again –emphasis)
Ps 34:20  ‘not a bone broken.'  ( this is a prediction of the Messiah.)
(when Jesus was on the cross and the soldier was ordered to break the legs of those hanging on the crosses so that they would die by suffocation because they had to be taken down before evening , which would be the start of the next day which was a Sabbath, the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It was not the 7th day, actually, it was the 5th day of the week. No work could be performed after it's start.

But the soldier disobeyed the order because when he came to Jesus he saw that He had already died, so he never broke His legs. And so we see this prophecy fulfilled.
Ex 12:7-13 gives the details of placing the blood on the  outer door frame and the preparation of the foods and their consumation.
One purpose  of the Passover was to bring judgment on the gods of Egypt, Min the male fertility god and Isis, the goddess of love who attended women at childbirth.

Ex 11:4; 12:29 both say it was at midnight that the Lord would strike down the first born son who would die, unless there was blood on the doorposts.
Now the animal was killed instead of the first born son and the sprinkling 

of the blood prefigured the substitutionary death of Christ.  He is our Passover Lamb.!

The bitter herbs (probably endive, chicory, dandelions), symbolized sorrow for the bitter experience of oppression in Egypt.  The bread without Levin symbolized their leaving in haste. (it didn’t have time to let it rise.) 

Now remember , they were to take the lamb and observe it for 4 days to ensure it is worthy to be a sacrifice.  (keep this in mind.)
–--notice another prophesy –
Dan 9: 26  prophesizes that the Messiah would be put to death after 69 weeks or when calculated  is 173880 days. This was the period from 3-14-445 BC,  the proclamation to rebuild Jerusalem by King Artexexes.  

Luke 19: 28-48- tells us of Christ’s Triumphal Entry on the 1st day of the week (Sunday).  Jesus presented Himself in the Temple for 4 days, as the Lamb of God, that was to be observed as being perfect.  He was God’s perfect sacrifice.  
Matt 21 says the crowd observes Him and Pilate concluded “ I find no fault in this Man.”
1 Peter 1: 18-21 says "we were redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without defect or blemish.”
At the end of the 4th day, (Wed. even-6:00 pm),  Passover began and ended on Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m.
(remember the Jewish day begins at twilight –the evening and ends the next day at evening.)
John 1: 29-36 – Jesus is called the ‘Lamb of God.’
1 Cor 5:6,7- says “Christ is our Passover.”

Psalm 22 is written as if it is in the First Person.
(Jesus quotes from it when He hung on the cross. He quotes the 1st verse

“My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me”?  Then He quotes the last verse, “it is finished.”
Now in the Jewish Passover Meal, they have the bread,it’s the Matzah, (unleavened bread), it’s both pierced and striped . (think about Isaiah 53,       " He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities".)
Joseph of Aramathea , who was a Pharisee and a very rich man,  was the next of kin to Jesus.  So he went to Pontius Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus in order to bury Him.  Pontius Pilate was flabbergasted with the request and asked why in the world would he a rich man who had this marvelous tomb for his family want to put this Man in his beautiful tomb? Joseph answered , it’s only for 3 days!  (This didn't actually happen.  It was put here only for amusement.  )  So back to being serious.
Now the main part of the Passover is the shedding of blood. (it is the whole concept on which the Torah is placed and it commemorates our own redemption.)
Leviticus 17:11- says “the life of the creature is in the blood and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar;  it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”

Hebrews 9:22 says "without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin.”

(It’s the blood that gives life, or life is in the blood, and therefore the Jews were to make sure that when they killed an animal that the blood had to be drained before they could eat it.  They were not to eat or drink the blood.  This showed respect for the sanctity of life, for it’s sacredness as a vehicle for atonement.)
Acts 15, the 1st Church Council which was to decide if the Gentiles were to be accepted into the Church as believers.  It was decided that they were with exception they were not to eat or drink the blood of an animal.
(along with 3 other commands, not to eat the meat of strangled animals nor drink the blood of an animal and refrain from sexual immorality. (Lev 18:20).  (these were all under the Law.)
Matt 26: 27,28-  says “Jesus took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them saying ‘Drink from it, all of you.  This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

Now during the Passover meal there were four cups of wine that were served

1st cup is called the bring out, to commemorate the bring out of Egypt.

2nd cup is called the ‘delivering,’ of being delivered from Egypt.

3rd cup is called the ‘cup of Redemption or Blessing.’
4th cup is called the "taking out.’
In 1 Cor 10:16, Paul in speaking about the last supper, the Passover Meal, refers to the cup of thanksgiving or the cup of blessing ,  and it is the 3rd cup that he is referring to. This is important because most scholars believe that they didn’t take the 4th cup, which is the ‘taking out.’ 

Matt 26:29 Jesus said “I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in My Father’s kingdom”

The 4th cup was the ‘taking out’ and that’s the one that Jesus will share with His body at the “taking out, the Rapture,” when He will drink it with us at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
1 John 1:7 says “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”

Eph 2:13- says “ but now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.” 
It was the shed blood of Jesus Christ, God Almighty,  that was poured out for us that has taken away our sins.
Jesus died at 12:00 noon on the very day of Passover, the 14th day of the Jewish month of Nisan, and it wasn’t by accident that He died on this day, but He did it to show us that He is God’s sacrifice for our sins and we are to apply His blood to the door posts of our hearts. 
For those who have accepted Jesus, the Messiah, have been cleansed by His blood and the death angel cannot touch them.

This Feast was so important that it is one of the three main feasts that every Jewish male had to attend.  (within 3 days journey.)
Deut 16:16 says it along with Pentecost and Tabernacles must be attended.

(the Lord holds these 3 feasts to be very significant.) 

Jewish Week Day Calendar-

The day begins at dusk or 6:00 pm. (our day begins at 12:00 a.m.)

Saturday -6:00 p.m. through Sunday 6:00 p.m.,  it's the 1st day of the week.
Sunday        “                “      Monday    “                     2nd           “

Monday       “                “      Tuesday   “                     3rd            “

Tuesday      “                 “      Wednesday                    4th            “

Wednesday “                “        Thursday                      5th            “   = Passover

Thursday    “                “        Friday                            6th           “   
   (this was the Feast of Unleavened Bread- a Sabbath Day )_

Friday        “                 “        Saturday                        7th           “  

   (this was the 7th day of the week –which is the weekly Sabbath day)

Saturday    “                         Sunday                            1st             “   

   (this was the day of Christ’s Resurrection)

Note:  there are two Sabbath days in this particular week that we call Passion Week-
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