As we read the fundamental text on which the season of Lent is based, 


it is easy to overlook what is happening behind the scenes.  

We hear the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness,


 but do not always carry over that the Spirit stayed with him there.  

If we look at biblical history, 


we are also aware that that is where God most often manifested himself.  

So for 40 days, 


Jesus gathered with the other two parts of the Trinity.  

During this season of Lent, 


that is what we are called to do as well, 


find ways of intentionally gathering with the Trinity.  



Whether that is taking on a new discipline 



or abstaining from something, 




so that you create space, 




time, 




and awareness of God.

Our standard reading assumes that by the time that Satan joins the gathering, 


that Jesus is starving


he has not eaten in forty days.  

The text says, “Hungry.”  


It is a feeling, 



but it is a feeling that does not control Jesus' actions.  



The service of God does.  

But Satan tries to place it higher that God.  


In doing so, 



we see Jesus developing 



or growing, 




and using the full body of scripture 



to give two legs 




to every one legged example of Satan.  

He is able to do this, 


because he has just spent 40 days growing, 


depending on, 


seeing that God is true to his promises, 



even in the fleshly realm.

Satan moves onto the power that Jesus has, 


again trying to promote the thrills of the world.  

The days with the Father and Spirit have shown Jesus 


he does not need to test them further.  

Finally, the reason that Jesus is here 


is offered through another, 


less sacrificial way.  

To achieve it, 


is to again go against the way of the Triune God.  

It is to turn against the two that Jesus has spent all eternity with.  

So Satan is rebuked a third time 


and sent away to figure out how to preserve his world another way.  

This time living in 

and applying God's word 


to how one might live out life 



has brought about a change in Jesus.  

He is not the same man who came out of the water in the Jordan 40 days ago.  


He is a man ready to go.

Verse 17 of Matthew tells us, 


“From that time on Jesus began to preach, 

“Repent, 


for the kingdom of heaven is near.”” 

You have already gathered here today, 


just as Jesus gathered with the Father and the Spirit. 

 The question that lays before us this day is, 


“How is Jesus calling me to grow?”  

Where are we holding onto something 


that the world says should rule our lives, 



like bread, 


when the Father rules over that as well.  


Power 


and the coming of the kingdom are just as important as bread.  

But do we trust that God will bring them about 


in his own time and way?  

Is there some other issue that your heart is being challenged by?  

How might we help you get a clear prospective to how this relates 


to the reality that the Kingdom of Heaven is breaking in 



as we speak?

Gathering by itself is not enough.  

Even if we are growing as individuals, 


that is not enough.  

It does no good, 


unless we also go 


and share what we have learned.  

If Jesus would have stayed in the desert, 


the world would not have been changed like it was.  

It was as he went and shared what was clear to him about his Father, 

the Spirit, 

and what he himself was called to do 


because of who the Triune God is, 



dwelling in unity in love, 


that we have the Kingdom of Heaven available to us.

So as we prepare to enter this season of Lent, 


I encourage you to examine where you might grow, 

so that when you are called to go, 


you are ready. 
