St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Smithfield
Pastor Deb Staniszewski
January 5, 2025
8:30am and 10:00am
Epiphany of our Lord

R A

J



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Silent Meditation
Prelude
Welcome

Please stand if able
EPIPHANY DIALOGUE S&S Day of Epiphany

We give thanks on this holy day, adorned with epiphanies:
for the star that led the magi to the manger,

that the nations may see the light of Christ;

for the water turned to wine at Cana’s wedding,

that the people taste the goodness of the Lord;

for the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Jordan,
that the Christ would save us all.

This is the day that the Lord has made,

we will rejoice and be glad in it. Alleluia.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS S&S Christmas (ELW p.94)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,

+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG (ELW275)
Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels,from the realmsof glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto-ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions,you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.

Refrai
nl ejrain I I

o jr s rr EETEESS

Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

GREETING S&S Day of Epiphany

God who sent the Light into our world,

God who shone in the Bethlehem manger,

God who spreads the Spirit’s rays, be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

(ELW 139)

P - Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
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Lord God, heav -en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ,

on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin  of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

S&S Day of Epiphany

Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the nations to the
brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the
world through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.

Amen.

please be seated



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from Isaiah.

! Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LorD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

“Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
°Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
5 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Responsively

Give the king your jus- ! tice, O God,
and your righteousness to ! the king’s son;
’that he may rule your ! people righteously
and the ! poor with justice;
Sthat the mountains may bring prosperity ! to the people,
and the I hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor. R
>May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure,
from one generation ! to another.
®Let him come down like rain upon ! the mown field,
like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
71In his time may the ! righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
©May the kings of Tarshish and of the ! isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba ! offer gifts. R
1 May all kings bow | down before him,
and all the nations | do him service.
> For the king delivers the poor who cry out ! in distress,
the oppressed, and those who | have no helper.
13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor,
and preserves the lives ! of the needy.
“From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives,
and precious is their blood ! in his sight. R



SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from Ephesians.

1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—?for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you, *and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as I wrote above in a few words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: ®that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that
was given me by the working of his power. & Although I am the very least of all the
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless
riches of Christ, °and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God who created all things; °so that through the church the wisdom of
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. ' This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *?in whom we have access to God in boldness
and confidence through faith in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

please stand if able to welcome the gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, ?asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” > When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. °They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet:
5*And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israe
’Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so
that I may also go and pay him homage.” °When they had heard the king, they set
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was.

|III



1®When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. '*On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. > And having been warned in a dream not to return
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated

MUSICAL OFFERING by Barbara Edwards  “Mary, Did You Know ?”
SERMON BY: Pastor Deb Staniszewski

please stand if able to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY The First Noel (ELW 300)
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the . . north-west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer -tain poor shep-herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . . . in - tent, and to fol - low the
did both stop ... and stay right. . o - ver the
there in his ... pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and frank - in - cense.
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by the star, together with the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray
for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O Splendor of God’s glory, shine your radiance within our world. Remove the barriers
that divide us, and teach us to love with all our might. Lead us, O God:
lead us by your light.

True Dawn from on high, set us free from the power of guilt and grave. Shine your
light in our lives and grant us your grace. Lead us, O God:
lead us by your light.

O living Spring of light from light, renew the strength of all who suffer: the poor, the
sick, and those who mourn (especially). Lead us, O God:
lead us by your light.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of light, into your hands we place all for whom we pray, trusting in your radiant

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

)

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

)

Please share the peace as you are comfortable.



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

please be seated for the Offering

please stand if able

OFFERTORY SONG Let the Vineyard be Fruitful

ELW 182 Hillert
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

T [ n KT
T 1 I T T | Th e | | I || |

[

bless-ing.  Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be

0 = .
(4 L T T | I T T I ]
W 4% I — ¥ T T Iﬁ @ 1T ¥ —
J & 2 r 2 172 T v r J

fed with the bread of life.  Gath -er the hopes and the dreams of

nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your

pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of heaven and earth,

from the beginning, you have called forth life,

in which you take delight.

The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation

to tell of your salvation from day to day.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

S&S Christmas

(ELW 144)

(ELW 145)



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who

comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE: (ELW 145)
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION SONG "LAMB OF GOD" (ELW 146)
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the

please be seated

INVITATION TO COMMUNION S&S Day of Epiphany

The light of Christ came into our world and shines in the darkness.
Come now to feast at Christ’s table.

** We practice continuous Communion. Invite Lectern side first row by row,

Followed by the Pulpit side. If after receiving Communion you wish to pause to
pray, take a couple steps to side and just pause.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

please stand if able

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION S&S Day of Epiphany

O Lord, you look upon us in love and refresh our souls through the gifts of bread and
wine. Send us out, reflecting the light of your grace, to tell the story of Jesus Christ,
our bright morning star.

Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING S&S Day of Epiphany

Beloved children of God, what came into being in Christ was life, and the life was the
light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

The light of Christ shine on you with grace and mercy and fill you with joy and peace.
(John 1:1, 3-5)

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Shine Jesus Shine (ELW 671)

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

1 Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me Refrain

2 As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me Refrain

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL S&S Day of Epiphany

Go in peace, guided by the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.



