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From Qur President,

We have another interesting meeting coming Thursday,
January 2_5tl1, at the Kamada with Bob 5ummcrs re. Music of
the Civil War. We'll find out about the fo“owing quote,

1/ don't see how we can have an army without music.” See page
2 for the individual who made this statement and also an
interesting overview of Mr. Summers’ research on Civil War

music.

Kol:)crt 5ummcr$, Past Prcsidcnt of the Los Angclcs
Civil War Round Tablc, is a veteran speaker at Kound Tablc
meetings in Ccntral and Southcrn Cafifornia. Now retired he
has been rcscarching various topics since the age of twelve

when he visited the battlefield at Gcttysburg.

Flcasc Plan to attend and RSVF to our Sccrctarg th”is
Mann. You can expect music from the Civil War era during the
dinner hour.

Frcsidcnt

Prian C/aguc

2008 (onference Set in Stone

T he executive board of the 5JVCWRT metin

December (at two different tables on the same night) at
Fopolo’s Fizza and voted to accept the cha”cngc of our

President to host the 2008 West Coast Civil War Round
T able Con‘:crcncc. We agrccd that it would be held
November

7-9, 2008, at the Clovis Veterans Memorial bui|ding, the

venue used for our 2005 Con{:crcncc.

The theme of the 2008 Comccrcncc will be “Warin
the Shcnandoah Va“cy” and we have lined up Robert
K. Krick (for sure) and Jcﬁ:ry Wert (li‘(cl ) as our Principal
speakers. Professor Gary Ga”aghcr of the Univcsity of
\)Dirginia, Jim Stanbcrry, and our own David DavcnPort,
have also been invited to spcak. Additional spca‘ccrs will

be announced in coming weeks.




«| don’t sece how we can have an army without music?”

Music of the Civil War will be the focus of
Bob Summcrs' talk at the first mccting of 2007 on
Thursdag, Januarg 25th. He will integrate two
aspects of this toPic, 1. How “Dixie” was Plagcd
in different Parts of the country at different times
before, during, and immcciiatclg after the war, and
2. How music in gcncral was important to the
soldiers in camp and on the battlefield.

To cxplorc this topic bob will focus on the
chimcntal Band of the 26th North Carolina
Statc Troops. Ti’ic 26th was among the most
heroic regiments of the war and its band was said
to be “the finest band in the Confcdcracy.”
Unliicc most Conchcratc Statc’s rcgimcr\ts, the
26th was not formed in its entiret from men of
only one or two counties. E_ach o?its ten
companics were origina”9 inchcndcnt comPanics
recruited in the mountains and western Picdmont
of the state. Some, in fact, “saw the clcphant" at
1st Manassas before joining togcthcr to form the
26th on August 27,1861, at Ka|cigh under Col.
Zebulon Baird Vance, a Popular prewar Whig
Congressman from Asheville.

The 26th N.C. was first assigncd to defend
coastal Norti‘\ Carolina and then to defend
Kichmonci in McClc”an’s Fcninsuia CamPaign. |t
was then rcassigncci to coastal Carolina before
once again bcing sent to Virginia where it earned
laurels as part of the Arm3 of Northern Virginia
at Antietam, Gcttgsburg, (Grant’s Ovcr|and
Campaign, and the defense of Fctcrsburg.

On the second dag of Gcttgsburg it was
commanded bg Brig. Gen. Fcttigrcw and saw
action to the immediate north of the infamous
“Anglc” as part of Fickctt’s/Fcttigrcw’s chargc.
Eight hundred men cmcrgcci from the trees to
i)cgin this assault on (Jnion troops and on]3 216

-R.E. Lee

survivccl. Anothcr 150 were lost the next d33 and
the decimated unit was ncarig disbanded.
Howcvcr, its valor under fire resulted in a

lethora of new recruits and the unit survived
intact until its surrender at APPomattox Court
House on April 9, 1865, when its 120 members
stacked arms for the last time. A total of 21 75 men
had served in the 26th at one time or another. OF
these 329 were KJA, 782 were WIA, and 767 were
caPturcd. Thc number of the latter who returned
to their homes after their release could not be
ascertained bg this writer.

Thc rcgimcnta| brass band of the 26th NOI"tI’l
Caroiina was formed by musicians from the
Moravian Ci’\urci’\ at Saicm, North Caroiina, in
the carig sPring of 1862. Ti’icsc men had P|a3cd
togcthcr for a number of years and decked out in
bcautifullg tailored uniforms thcg P|agcc] “Po”cas
and waltzes” while under fire to bolster the morale

of the Figl’iting men.

Although rcquircd to surrender their
instruments upon surrendered the rcgimcnta|
colors at APPomattox CH, members of the band
didn’t give up their sheet music. Ti’icsc “band
books”, the only such sheet music to survive to the

resent, were discovered in the 1950s by Dr.
Frcdcrick ':cnncl of the Eastman 5ci‘\oo| of

Music.
The band books of the 26th N.C. have since
rovided musicians with considerable insig,i-it as to
Eow Civil War Pcriocl music was Pcrformcci and
-

what notes (is this the same as arranging?). tis

how it was decided which instrument would

also worth noting that many of the instruments
used in those ciags are not used in modern brass
bands. As a result “Dixie” and other tunes
sounded much different then than thcg do now, an
asPcct of “Music of the Civii War” that will be
revealed to us bg Bob Summers in his exciting talk
on Thursday the ljti’x.

As a/ways p/casc not/@ /D/w///s Mann ofﬂour
intent to attend: 559-229-%778 or bg cmaiiing her

atPFmOZ@sbcgiobai.nct



AFTER ACTION REFORT

SJVCWRT MEETING
30 November 06

By RON VAUGHAN

This was the one oF the most cntcrtaining
mcctings of the year, or at least one with the
greatest variety! Dr. Claguc ran a continuous
slide show of pictures taken at various
SJVCWKT events. Dr. Davcnport Poscd as the
1860’s British Ambassador and read three short
stories by Ambrosc Bierce. Thc main course of
the evening was commentary from two Frcsidcnts:

Linco|n and Davis.

|t was Pointccl out that thcy had much in
common: both were born in Kg, not far aPart; both
served in the E)lackhawk War; both lost two sons;
both suffered from mclancholg; both served in
Congrcss; both oPPoscd the war with Mexico, but
su orted the troops; both condcmnccl John
Brown’s Raicl; both were Political moderates who
attcmPtcd to bring comPromisc; both had
Problcms with implcmcnting the draft; neither
rcgardcd the Ncgro as cqua|.

There were several qucstions and |ivc|5
discussions about the right of secession, and who
was responsible for starting the war.

Thc article below is from past
Bu e Ca//[‘:c/'locs’ editor Charlie

OI’SCHSOH and comes FTOITI t"lc

C/:/caga 5un- T imes.

2007 Meeting
Schedule

Kound Tch Vice

Frcsidcnt Dr. Dave
Davcnport has
tcntativcly scheduled
the Following speakers
for Jan-Junc ot 2007.

NOTE_ Jt is also a reminder for members to
renew their mcmbcrs/n"p for the new year using the
form on the back.

Jan 25 ~ bob Summers of the LACWKT will
sPca‘c about “Music of the C/'v// War”

Feb 22 - On this date in 1732 Gcorgc
Washington was born. | am Planning a birthdag
arty for him with cake, ice cream, and sPccchcs
Eg anyone who wishes to make one about this grcat
man. | also hoPc that PcoPIc will be wi”ins to
discuss what thcy believe Washington’s views on

the Civil War might have been.

Mar 29 - bi” Hcad will Prcscnt “«The Effcct
of Kc//g/'on on the 5out/zcrn War Etffort”

Apr 26 - Dennis Kohlman (Sacramento
C RT) will spcak on “T/rc /ris/7 in the War”

Mag 31 - ‘:rcd bohmfa”& (Sacramcnto
CWRT) will sPcak on "5tcp/7cn Fostcr and the
C/vi/ War”

5aturday, June 3o0, Qur annual summer
Picnic and Fourtlﬂ of July celebration.

Wisconsin saw no battles,

but officials sece
by COLINFLY

Kcnosha, Wis -- Not a singlc Civil War battle ever
'took Placc in Wisconsin. chcrtl’lclcss, officials
il’\o e to make this city haleag between Milwau‘ccc
iand Chicago home to a $15M Civil War Museum.
‘\ Six Midwestern states - Jowa, IHinois, Michigan,
|Indiana, Minnesota, and Wisconsin - sent more than
La half a million men to battle. thn thcy returned
;to the Midwest thcy were changcd forever.
[ Museum curator Dan Jogcc said about 94,000
|‘Wisconsin residents - rouglﬂlg one-in-two able bodied
ad cntcrcd
!t!’\c Union on|3 15 years before the war l’)cgan.

rclcvancc

Imen - enlisted even thougl’r the state

’ The museum is seen as a boost to tourism as it

dollar a year industrg. At Gcttysburg

;is a billion

Kcnosha wants to open museum about Civil War

alone, visitors s end $121 million annua“g,according
to the Civil War Preservation Trust.

Jol’m Anataramian, mayor of Kcnosha said,
“Fco le will ask the c‘ucstion ‘Why?‘" The museum
will affect the surrounding states as well that formed
the |ron brigadc.

The Jron Brigadc - originally made up of three
Wisconsin units and another from Indiana - was
considered bg many historians to be the best
Fighting brigaclc inthe (Inion Armg. The brigadc,
which later included men from Michigan to offset
losscs,a|so suffered the Union‘s highcst Pcrccntagc
of casualties.

Museum officials want to reveal the stories
behind some of the casualties. Also,wl’xat haPPcncd
at home during the war? What happcncd to the
women and children? Wl’vat haPPcncd to the farms?




MEMBEKSH]F FORM - Thc 2007 mcmbcrship year is from Januarg to Dcccmbcr

Please bcgin/rcncw my mcmbcrship in the San Joaquin Va“cy Civil War Kound Tablc
_____INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY membership - $25.00*
____STUDENT mcmbcrship- $12.50*

_ NEWSLETTERONLY-$1250*

*$5.00 of each mcmbcrship goes toward Civil War Battlcficld Frcscrvation

name

address

Phonc email

Bring this mcmbcrship formand your check to our next monthl3 meeting, or
mail it to our P.O.Pox address listed below % T om Carr- Mcmbcrship.

At the'Bloody Angle' during the Battle of Spotsylvania one of the fiercest charges
of the entire war took place as brigrade after brigade of the Union army poured over the
Confederate breastworks. The Union forces captured more than 2,000 Confederate troops,
including Gen. Edward Johnson, and took 20 cannon that the Confederates had brought forward
that very morning. When the Union forces tried to advance on the second Confederate line,
however, they were driven back in fighting that inflicted a dreadful toll on both sides in a
battle that lasted from 4 AM until midnight. - The Civil War Quiz Book
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