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Jazz Stroll Expands To 6 Venues
The Uptown Summer Jazz Stroll
set for June 20 in Clarksburg, West Virginia, has expanded to six venues offering hours of live jazz music with no
cover charge to the hundreds expected
to attend.

Vince Lewis is among a stellar lineup of jazz
guitar greats set to appear in Clarksburg, WV, on
June 20 for the Uptown Summer Jazz Stroll.

The Holiday Jazz Stroll last December 20 attracted 1000 music fans
to Clarksburg’s revitalized business
district, filling the event’s four venues
to capacity.
With the success of the first Stroll,
Clarksburg Uptown, Inc. the
“owners” of the event decided, to recommit to the concept by expanding
their offerings by at least 50%.
The West Virginia Jazz Society
has booked a lineup of artists including a Latin jazz trio and a Vegas-style
lounge act, and “lots of hard bop jazz
in between.”
“As the list of artists came together, we got more and more excited,” said Rose Ann Policano,
WVJS Vice President. “Each act will
feature soloists who have appeared in
major jazz clubs around the world. “
Venues for the Uptown Summer
Jazz Stroll are the Fifth Floor
Lounge, the Blue Bird Store, the

Clarksburg Playing To Its Strengths
As A “Cultural Industrial Park”
On June 20, the Uptown Summer
Jazz Stroll will transform a 3-block area
of Clarksburg, West Virginia, into the
“Greenwich Village of West Virginia”.
The city’s business district will look
the part with six “jazz clubs” and a host
of independent retailers and restaurants
operating from store fronts and lofts in
buildings of modest proportions.
The streets are narrow enough that
merchants and customers can shout
greetings across two lanes of traffic.
Scores attending the Clarksburg

Uptown, Inc. sponsored event will
experience what people usually have
to travel to experience - quality jazz in
an club setting.
“Clarksburg is fortunate to have a
‘cultural industrial park’ already in
place, with streets, buildings, and easy
access to major transportation,” said
Eric Spelsberg, WVJS President. “By
using jazz music as a marketing vehicle, this area stands out among their
competition in other regions. They
are playing to their strengths and it’s
working.”

Starving Artist Studio, Main Street
Café and Gallery, Kelly’s Pub and
Uptown Seafood, all located within a
three block area of uptown Clarksburg, just off the Second Street Exit
of US Route 50.
Many regional musicians are forming ensembles for the sole purpose of
playing for the Uptown Summer Jazz
Stroll.
To back up crooner, Julian Hipkins, and vibraphonist, Chuck Redd,
for their performance in Uptown Seafood, Morgantown-based drummer
and music teacher, Mark Cappellini,
put together a band that includes Paul
Scea, West Virginia University’s
Director of Jazz Programs, on saxophone, as well as a Greg Thurman on
bass and Tom Harrison on piano.
“The result is a wonderful combination of talent that you’ll only hear at
the Stroll,” added Policano. “You
don’t want to miss it.”
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“Cabaret Style” Show June 21 In
Weston at St. Paul’s West Hall
The focus will be on entertainment with a live
band and a singer known for engaging his audience on Saturday, June 21, in Weston as part of the community's
"Weston's Amazing Week" festivities, according to show
organizers.
The Weston Fairs & Festivals Committee is sponsoring the evening of
music and dining as a
fundraiser for the
committee's mission
to enhance the cultural
offerings locally.
Julian Hipkins and The Entertainers will appear
from 8pm to 10:00pm
at St. Paul's West
Hall on Second Street
in Weston with doors
open for dining at
7pm. Hipkins is a
popular Washington,
DC nightclub personality and vocalist whose band will feature a sax, piano, bass and drums as
well as vibraphone played by critically acclaimed artist,
Chuck Redd.
"It's going to be 'theater-in-the-round' staging so
more people can get close to the performers," said Sheila
Sayre, a Fairs and Festivals committee member who
worked with other committee members. Marion Jarrell and
Sherry Lambert, to visualize and plan the event.
The group plans is to set up the stage in a half circle at a mid point in the room by the side fire exit, with
small tables and chairs set up next to the performance area,
and with the farthest seat less than half as far away as it was
in previous staging and seating formats.
"Overall, it will provide a better entertainment experience while eliminating the 'peanut gallery' at the back of
the room," said Cyndy Riley, also a Fairs and Festivals
committee member. "Julian Hipkins is a great entertainer
who engages the audience so we want people to be as close
as possible."
For more information or to make reservations,
contact Julia Spelsberg at 304-269-3683. For information
on the West Virginia Jazz Society visit their website at
WVJazzSociety.com or email to:
WVJazzSociety@aol.com. Or Info@WVJazzSociety.com.
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Beautiful Music Is
The Soundtrack
Of A
Healthy Life!

Stonewall Jackson
Memorial Hospital
Weston, WV
304-269-8000
www.stonewallhospital.com

Thanks To The

Harrison & Lewis
County Commissions
Through support from your
elected representatives, the
West Virginia Jazz Society is
able to take the music into the
community with special
performances for
students and seniors.
See related article next page
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Counties Take Music To
Students And Seniors
Following a well-received performance in Weston’s Museum of American Glass (MAG), NYC-based guitarist, Abe
Ovadia, could have packed up with his trio and moved on to
the next gig in Virginia.
He’d been paid and the audience applauded enthusiastically, so why stick around?
“That’s not really how we like to operate,” said Ovadia
the next morning as he got out his guitar to play for a group
of students at Lewis County High School, a special performance arranged by the West Virginia Jazz Society (WVJS).
“I believe the music will survive only if we give something back to the young
people who are our future.”
Ovadia’s presentation
was a basic introduction to
jazz music and insights into
a career as a musician.
Thanks to a mini-grant
from the Lewis County
Commission to the MAG, Abe Ovadia presents to music
Ovadia was able to lodge students at Lewis County H.S.
his band for the night and
cover the extra expenses associated with being in town long
enough to do a school workshop and a noontime show at
the Lewis County Senior Center.
“Seniors are important to jazz artists because the music
actually comes from an important time in their lives. The
music helps them be happy and less stressed,” explained
Ovadia. “We love playing for them.”
The in-the-community work
done by Ovadia is mirrored by
many other artists who work with
the WVJS, but only because of
support from local government,
said a WVJS official.
Both the Lewis County Commission and the Harrison County
Abe Ovadia prepares to play for
lunch at Lewis Co. Senior Center. Commission have been “active
supporters” of the WVJS mission
through a series of small grants intended to improve qualityof-life for area residents.
“The Commissioners embrace the arts not just as entertainment for the public in general, but also as something that
can accomplish some specific positive results for different
groups within that public,” added Ovadia, “And that’s a terrific thing to do.”

BLUE NOTES
A VISION REALIZED?
A series of events featuring live jazz music in central
West Virginia from Memorial Day weekend through to late
August may see the West Virginia Jazz Society’s vision of
an American Jazz Crossroads made manifest.
The “Crossroads” is defined generally as the region
around Interstate 79’s north/south nexus with the east/
west US Routes 50 and 33.
As a national destination for live jazz music, small cities
like Clarksburg, Bridgeport and Weston are aggressively
marketing themselves as an alternative to large urban areas
for the millions of jazz fans in the eastern United States.
The American Jazz Crossroads is located at the geographical center of the eastern jazz market with access
facilitated by the interstate highways and a regional airport
located literally minutes from the region’s small cities.
NEW VENUE EMERGES
The Museum of American Glass is developing into a first
class live music venue with some very interesting features
making in stand out. First of all, there is the 15,000 piece
collection of fine art glass. Until you see it, you can’t fully
visualize the variety and beauty of some of the pieces, most
of which were created by WV artisans.
Then there is the music
space. The position of the
stage and the seating mirror
the layout at Twins Jazz in
Washington , DC.
ENTER
ROOMS
WHILE
WALKIKNG BACKWARD
Organizing jazz events is
more an adventure than it is a
science for the West Virginia
Jazz Society .
Oftentimes, the experience is akin to walking to a
room backwards, so you don’t
really see where you’re going
or what you’re in the middle
The Museum Of American
of until you’re already there.
Glass (top, above) features a 65
Luckily, the rooms have -seat music hall and a stained
glass backdrop for the stage
been full of pleasant sur- (bottom above) where, left to
prises, not to mention unbe- right, Jarrett Walser, Abe
lievable people with more tal- Ovadia and Anthony Porcetti
perform two sets on March 27.
ent and creativity than can be
put into words.
Perhaps, there is some parallel there with the improvisation evidenced in fine jazz performance. Those cats don’t
really know where they are headed when they begin an opus
like Afro Blue, but if they are prepared for the opportunity, the music will be greater and better than anticipated.

Page 4

Improvisation March 2014

Marshall Keys, rated by
Washington, DC’s City Paper
as top alto saxophonist

