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Joan Scully  
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2019 Oil & Acrylics ShowñJudged by Amy Grimm 
 

THE WINNING LINE-UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BEST OF SHOW  
Chillin Out 

By  
Ellen 
Rose 

 
 

 

 

 
   
 

 

 

Judges Comments The realism of 

the figures, including their physical 

posture provides a context for us to 

begin to explore issues of identity. 

The artist has put so much emotion 

and personality into this work that I 

feel like I know these men!     
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First Place ð Acrylic 
Cheryl Svensson, Artist 
òSwedish Fishing Villageó 

 

 

First  Placeð Oil 
Richard Broderick, Artist 
òThe Wedding Dressó  

 

 

Judges Comments  I kept coming 
back to this work because of the strong 
sense of place. I feel the connection to 
a specific time, location, a sense of 
cold earth, the simple homes, the water 
and the sky.  

Judges Comments  This painting is successful on a 
variety of levels and showcases the talents of the  art-
ist. The powerful subject, beautiful woman and psycho-
logically ambiguous expression are portrayed with 
technical brilliance.  

 

OIL and  Acrylic Show continued  
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Oil and Acrylic Show cont.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Second Place ð Oil 

     Suha Noursi, Artist 
           òPalm Trees at Menlo Parkó 
Judges Comments: The inviting warmth and light kept drawing me back to this painting. 
The artist has captured the fleeting light and shadow that is so unique to this part of the 

world.  

 

Third Place ï Acrylic 

Alfred Zerner, Artist 

ñMoonscape 

.   

 

Third Place ï Oil 

Rumiko Nikkhah, Artist 

ñAustralian Cockatooò 

 

Honorable Mention ï Acrylic 

Agnes Copeland, Artist       

ñAbstract 19-1ò                    

   

 

  

Second  Place ð 
Acrylic 
Carol Cole, Artist 
òAbove the Waters 
Edge 

Judges Comments  At first, I was seduced by 
color, but as I looked at this painting more 
closely, I could see a subtle, layered complexity. 
This evocative work shows a unique balance 
between the dramatic energy of color and the 
calm elegance of form.  

Comments: This work is such a breath of fresh air and 
enjoyed contemplating these feathered beauties. The 
artistôs ability to capture the details of the feathers in this 
double portrait showcase technical mastery and a patient 

commitment to process.  

Comments: This painting is joyful, energetic, 

and exuberant! I feel that this work            

celebrates abstraction and the medium of 

acrylic paint.    

Honorable Mention ï Oil 

Donna Zellers  

ñWinter Wonderlandò 

Comments: To me personally, this charming painting is 
a reminder about those snowy days when I would need 
to bundle up to brave the cold. The depiction of light, 
snow, and shadow is so accomplished, that I can almost 

hear the crunch of the snow under my feet.  

Comments: This work shows how acrylic 

paint can be translated in a variety of ways. 

Using a rich and deep palette the artist has 

created an otherworldly abstraction. 
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Meet our Teachers in the LWAA Art Studies Program!  
This month highlights Docia Reed who teaches Acrylic 
Painting  on Thursdays from 4:30ð6:30  

 

ñThat looks like fun. I wonder f I could do thatôò thought Docia over 
thirty years ago while she was watching a PBS show on watercolor. 
She lived 25 miles from the nearest town, but with encouragement 
from her husband, looked into several college classes. She opted 
for the oil class over the watercolor class since it sounded more       
inviting. Once there, she was welcomed by the students, farmer and 
rancher wives, who all shared their supplies to help her get started. 
She has been painting ever since.  

 
Following her first class in Abstract Painting at Laguna Woods Village in 
2008, Dociaôs painting has blossomed. Her work is now in the permanent 
collection at Laguna Woods Village, with an enormous golden piece greet-
ing staff and visitors as the elevator doors open onto the first floor of the 
Community Center. The beautiful piece prompted one student to join her 
class saying ñ I want to paint like that.ò Her work can also be found online 
at www.lagunawoodsartgallery.com.   
 
More and more people came up to watch Docia and ask questions when 
she painted in the Fine Arts Studio.  Because she loved the interaction, 
she began her very popular Thursday evening Adventure into Abstract 
Painting class.  
 
Docia enjoys the camaraderie that is shared among everyone in her class. She knows each student         
personally, remembers the journey of all of their pieces, and shares their challenges and triumphs.  She 
says ñThere is such an energy there that inspires me, causing me to push my own boundaries and expand 
my horizons with painting.ò It is truly an exciting  process of open minded exploration for student and teacher 
alike. 
 

In addition to the much anticipated  refreshment break half way through the class, 
students love Dociaôs   demos. They also enjoy the in-class critiques - wanting to 
know what other people think of their work and being very interested in othersô    
ideas and work. Each student receives a handout on the elements of composition, 
and painting is discussed in relation to those concepts. 

 
ñCome and try it.ò Docia would say 
if you were curious. ñWe have a lot 
of fun in class, and I can teach you 
abstract painting. Its not too late to 
join this semester. Maybe you were 
one of those people who admired 
her work and said ñI wish I could 
paint like that.ò 

Meet Our Teachers  -  Docia Reed  

http://www.lagunawoodsartgallery.com

