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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting is:
September 23, 2010
~Join Us For ~
Pride Night
&
Annual Photo contest
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Bonnie Scheffler (Dec 10)
(707) 546-1776
VICE PRESIDENT George Lentini (11)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
SECRETARY - Karyn Paulson (13)
(707) 996-9769
kmp@vom.com
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (12)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (12)
(707) 664-8965
Donna Shore (11)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Mary Grist (11)
(707 433-7431

President’s Message. . .
Hi Everyone!
I want to start off with A
BIG “Thank You” to everyone who participated in the
Apple Fair. I was very
“prideful” of each of you.
The public loved the birds
and your helpful comments.
With your help we had one
of the easiest events in recent history!

Committee Members
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Earl McEnaney & Karyn Paulson
Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
Photography
Members
Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist
Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, & George Lentini
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

“Sure, I’ll be happy to
help” if we give you a
call. Please let your
friends and the public
know about this great
event. The more people
that attend, the happier
are our vendors.

This month we have one
of our most enjoyable
meetings because you and
your pets are the highlights
of the evening. Bring your
birds and pictures of your
birds to enter in contests.

I look forward to seeing
many of you at Pride
Night and hopefully the
rest of you at the Expo.
~ Bonnie

We are in full swing to
promote our Oct. 10, Bird
Expo. You can help here by
volunteering, contributing
raffle items and saying
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General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

! NOTICE ! NOTICE ! NOTICE !
Date Change of General Meeting
We will be meeting Thursday, November 18th
The 3rd Thursday of the Month
Because Thanksgiving is on the 4th Thursday.

UPDATE YOUR CALENDARS!!!
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Minutes of the Board
August 19, 2010
Present: Bonnie Scheffler; Cheryl Cattan; George
Lentini; Linda Karnstedt; Karyn Paulson; Donna Shore
Bonnie called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
Minutes: Approved.
President’s Report: Bonnie was delighted with the strong club
participation at last weekend’s Apple Fair. She also noted that
Rob and Robin Lyons sent a thank‐you letter to the club for our
recent donation.
Treasurer’s Report: See Page 8.
Outreach Program: Bonnie thanked the many members who
supported the club at its booth at the Gravenstein Apple Fair on
August 14‐15. The booth was popular at the fair and several new
members were recruited. Cheryl will award everyone who par‐
ticipated with $5 in Birdie Bucks.
The Board worked on final plans for the October 10th Exotic
Bird Expo. By September 9, Bonnie will let the county fair‐
grounds staff know how many chairs and tables will be needed in
Kraft Hall. Vendors are sending in reservations for booth space.
Linda is working on proper insurance. The fairground marquee
will display a notice about the Bird Expo during the week prior to
the event. Linda is arranging newspaper advertisements and
other publicity – in both English and Spanish. George Lentini and
Steve Williamson will drive around the county to put up promo‐
tional signs during the weekend of September 25‐26. They will
need permission from the land owners, and ask for help from all
members to contact those who own property along county
roads. Because of the theft of a member’s bird last year, mem‐
bers are asked not to bring their birds for display this year.
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meeting.
New Business: Bonnie suggested developing committee chair‐
persons to handle each event rather than having the events
coordinated by the Board. Announcements will be made at fu‐
ture meetings.
There will be no club meeting in October because members
will be participating in the Bird Mart & Expo on October 10.
The November meeting will be a holiday pot luck of side
dishes and desserts. Bonnie will provide meat and rolls. The
club meeting day will be changed in November because Thanks‐
giving Day will be the 4th Thursday of the month.
Old Business: Bonnie reported that no one has yet found the
wording suggested for by‐law changes and will look into it. The
Board proceeded to finalize upcoming meetings and events:
Several people with many years of experience in the bird
world will be asked to be panelists at the round table discussion
scheduled for the August 26th meeting: Earl, Linda, Karyn and
Bonnie. Carolyn will be purchasing ice cream and toppings for
the ice cream social portion of the meeting.
At the September 23rd Pride Night meeting, prizes of blue,
red or yellow ribbons will be awarded to birds selected as shin‐
ing examples of special categories. The Board will determine the
categories at the September Board meeting. By September 23,
all photos submitted for the photo contest will be printed out to
be judged by everyone attending the meeting.
Linda and Donna will decide before next year which public
address (sound) system to purchase for the club to use so an‐
nouncements can be heard at events. Linda will see if Safari
West will lend their system to the club for the Bird Mart. An LCD
projector is also needed for PowerPoint presentations, and Linda
will look into purchasing one for the club.
Submitted by Karyn Paulson
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TREASURER’S REPORT
August 2010

INCOME

August

Membership
Raffle/Meetings

$
$

118.00
40.00

Income Total:

$

158.00

Newsletter Printing
Insurance (cert for Apple Fair)
Insurance (Annual renew)
meeting food supplies
Apple Fair expenses
Bird Mart Hall for 2010

$
$
$
$
$
$

160.79
50.00
946.00
16.68
22.86
850.00

Expense Total:
Grand Totals:

$ 2,046.33
$ (1,888.33)

EXPENSES

Ending Bank Balance: July

$ 7,043.08

Calendar of Events
September 23 October 10
November
December
-

Pride night and photo contest
RECBC Bird Expo
Holiday Pot Luck
No meeting
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Sunday
October 10, 2010
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Birds for Sale
also
Birds related items (toys, cages, etc)
General Admission $7.00
Children 12 & under free & must be accompanied by an adult

No Dogs Allowed Please
Sonoma Fairgrounds - Kraft Building
1350 Bennett Valley Rd. Santa Rosa Cal. 95402
For more information contact George Lentini (707) 528-1065
For Booth Space contact Bonnie S. (707) 546-1776
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC
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ATTENTION MEMBERS
We are having a problem with several members
not following the rules, with resulting damage to
some chairs. In order to continue utilizing the
center & being able to bring our birds to
meetings, the rules have to be followed!!!!!!
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Support our additional Sponsors.
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby birds to all
RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.

EARLY BIRD ADVERTISEMENT
Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229
Now feeding 3 GreenWing Macaws hatched first week of
July $1,200 (much less if you finish feeding). Also have
sweet baby conures - Suns - Jendays - Nandays Greencheeks and Sun/Gold Capped Hybrids. Also sexed
Indian Ringneck hand feed babies.
Cockatiels!
Friendly, handfed cockatiels - available all year
Special price to RECBC Members of only $75.00. This
great price is for any color, including white face mutations.
Wanted:
Male Princess of Wales. I have a female to trade or sell.
Male Moustache parakeet. I have a female to trade or
sale.

In Home Bird Sitting Service: (707) 585-7524 or email Donna
Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz.
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
August ‘10
“Want a Great Parrot Pet? Don’t Be So Particular About the Species!”
In the mid-1980’s when I was contemplating adding a lory or lorikeet to my home as a pet, I began doing serious research about which
species to choose. I read articles and talked with breeders and lory
owners, considered size, coloration, mess-making, aggressive behavior, and many other factors. In the end I chose to acquire a Yellowbacked Chattering Lory.
Then, to obtain my new pet, I went to two of the finest West
Coast lory breeders, both of whom I trusted and respected. There was
only one problem. There were no yellowback chatterings or even
regular chattering lories to be had. Not even an egg or possible hatch,
I was told.
On a whim—or was it destiny—my aviculturist friend Don Wells
from Riverside, CA, vicinity mentioned that I might consider a Swainson’s Blue Mountain Lorikeet as a companion instead. With an open
mind, I made arrangements to go and see Don’s handfeeding baby;
and that event changed my parrot life forever!
One week into handfeeding my new pet, I took the suggestion of a
four- year-old who was watching us interact at the time and named
him “Summer.”
Summer turned out to be one of my most revered and enjoyable
companions. He would hop-hop-hop down the hardwood floor in Santa
Fe about 6:45 a.m. every morning and enter the bedroom to wake me
up for his version of lorikeet play. Snuggle, wrestle, tongue in ear, all
accompanied by that distinctive lory gravelly talking voice. It’s easy
to say that within a few days of acquiring Summer, I completely forgot about my former desires to buy a chattering lory!
The moral of this tale: Don’t become overly attached to the kind
of parrot pet you obtain. Do your homework, but remain unbiased.
Some things are just meant to unfold naturally; and love comes in all
shapes and sizes…
A few weeks ago, someone called me looking to find a source for a
Military Macaw baby. We talked about breeders in our area no longer
producing many large macaws; we discussed adopting a military from
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)
the nearby rescue facility; we talked personalities and comparisons
among several types of macaws; we even approached the topic of a
Catalina or Miligold (something I am not too comfortable with, but
still support from rescue places).
It came out that much of this man’s affection for Military Macaws
had grown out of conversations with a breeder of, you guessed it, Military Macaws.
After about half an hour of conversation, it became apparent to
both of us that this parrot enthusiast was likely in the market for a
Blue and Yellow Macaw, or a Greenwing Macaw hen, or even a rescued macaw with needs and personality already established and mature. As of this writing we are looking for a macaw pet for him. With
no preconceptions, we go about trying to find a perfect fit. Not the
perfect bird, mind you, the perfect fit.
I remember well my early days in parrotkeeping. Each new species
I encountered or read about seemed to excite me and make me want
to know more about them. The ones that I liked the most went on my
“Parrots Wanted” list. This is the way collections of hookbills are
born—generated from the yearning to learn about and own newer and
frequently rarer psittacines. Unfortunately, as I and some of my close
friends soon learned, parrot collections frequently excite the collector only so long as he or she is acquiring new birds, breeding new
birds, or talking to others about the birds. Once again I reiterate,
don’t be so particular about the species of pet you wish to get your
hands on next.
Say you wanted to seek out a Yellow-Fronted Amazon Parrot as a
household companion. Now, I am an expert in behavior and husbandry
with Yellow Fronted Amazons. I have kept them for more than 25
years, bred them to the fifth generation and raised dozens in my
cabin, kitchen, bedroom and bath. But each one is unique; each one is
individually eccentric; each one has its own sets of joys, positives,
failings.
So if a prospective client comes to me and claims he
wants the “perfect” yellow front, all I can do is giggle a bit and try
and fit that person to a group of character traits in an individual
fledgling we currently raise. Not such a difficult proposition, to be
sure, but it has absolutely nothing to do with the client’s originally
formed concept of the “ideal” yellow front.
There are macho boy YFs and wimpy male YFs, shy baby YFs and
whip smart, obstreperous fledgling YFs. There are tiny, runt offspring,
(Continued on page 17)
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and huge, overeating babies, human needy birds, and independent,
nippy, perfect for free-flying YFs. To be sure there are Yellow Fronted
species subjects that would be better passed by in favor of a more
balanced Red-Lored or White-Fronted Amazon Parrot chick!
Get the gist? ‘Tis not the attachment to a particular psittacine
species which will bring the best new companion bird into your life. It
is the wide-open view of an entire genus or the realization that a
“sleeper parrot” not even considered up to that point may become
the fulfillment of your pet expectations. This awareness allows one to
not fully close the door on a satisfying new bird possession of a kind
never before wished. A visit to an adoption/rehabilitation facility can
be a case in point. There are so many species of hookbill in need of
caring homes—they each have individual needs and personalities,
many were not given up because of problem behaviors, but because of
hardship, illness, even death of long-time keepers. Certainly, that
much ballyhooed concept that “my parrot chose me” may come into
play at such a rescue center. Visit one and you will see!
For years I wished and hoped to get into Hawkheaded Parrots. So
striking, so exotic, so rare and even envied….also so expensive! When
I encouraged a partner back in the 1980s to buy two unrelated baby
hawkheads from a reputable Oregon breeder, I thought I was in newfound parrot heaven. Well the first six months to a year went along
quite fine with our hawkheads. But slowly the male and later the female started to develop an aggressive attitude towards all the other
birds in our house. We found it necessary to keep Aki and Chen separate from the flock or locked up when other parrots were out.
This became a cause for some resentment in the hawkers—
intelligent and active as they are. In time their aggressiveness turned
to stubbornness about being moved around or caged up or told not to
do some unwanted behavior. Then one day the male turned on my
partner. Neither of us had ever really had a “biting” psittacine before
and this was a sharp awakening.
To make a long story short, my partner gave me the two birds and
I kept them an additional four years. But to be sure, had I not been
attached to owning that particular species, I would never have acquired hawkheads in the first place. Nuff said!
With aloha, EB
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2010 RECBC
Apple Fair
Memories
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
Published in the Directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best
care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
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