
ACTING SHAKESPEARE
A CHECKLIST

This Shakespeare performance overview consists of elements and devices to remember and 
consider while preparing your performance. They are covered in the chapter.

ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND
Why does this specific character

▫ chose to say these specific words,
▫ in this specific order,
▫ at this specific moment,
▫ in this specific place,
▫ to these specific people?

AND AVOID SHAKESPEARELAND
Or the Shakespeare police will take you to Shakespeare Jail!

▫ Images and 
visualizing 
imagery

▫ Verbs 
and nouns

▫ Iambic 
Pentameter 
& Scansion

▫ Antithesis

▫ Character 
is revealed 
in the text. 

▫ Keep up the 
momentum of 
the line

▫ Verbal and 
Verse devices

▫ Size of thoughts 
vs. end of lines


