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America’s Rise to Power DBQ Practice 

About Using Relevant Historical Evidence Appropriately 
The ability to effectively incorporate document analysis into a historical essay will be a major component of the AP exam (Document Based Question), and the ability to 
make inferences and draw conclusions will be necessary when answering many short answer questions …and most multiple choice questions as most will have some 
sort of primary or secondary source stimulus as well. 
 
 
Before you analyze the documents, consider the following prompt:  

Evaluate the relative importance of different causes for the expanding role of the United States in the world in the period from 1865-1910. 

 

1. Define the parameters of this prompt, and characterize the era. 

 
How would you describe the era?                       

 

The Era began in/with… 

 

And ended with… 

 

And was characterized by… 

 

2. Which Big Three skill(s) is being tested in this prompt? 
      Remember to consider this before you plan!  If you understand the skill being taught, you will be better prepared to write an essay addressing the skill! 

 

 

1. Historical Causation (Explaining causes and/or evaluating impact of events) 
2. Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time (Explaining how & why things change or remain the same) 
3. Comparison (Explaining how and why events are similar and/or different) 

 

 

3. How will you adapt your thesis formula to match the primary skill being tested?  
Remember to break down the prompt, consider your formula, an ensure your thesis/introduction/argument is complete  --ATFP—and complex! Some prompts touch 

on more than one skill. Consider this in adapting your formula. 
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Remember to READ the directions!  

Use them as a checklist for your goal-setting and writing! The seven points are usually within the directions… shoot for at least four! 

I recommend everyone go after thesis, contextualization, and the first two document step points. 

Remember College Board recently replaced “historical context” for HIPP with “historical situation.”  

USE THE LINGO! 
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4. Use the Three-Step Plan to analyze each document. The first one is completed for you as an example. 
 

How to Reference the Documents in the DBQ Body Paragraphs 
Most students fail to earn the document analysis points on the DBQ because they simply string together facts they pull from documents which results in story-telling. Never lose sight 
of your purpose: defending an argument/thesis!  Using documents as evidence requires showing understanding of the content and then applying that understanding to the defense 
of your argument. Ask yourself questions such as, “How does this document address my prompt?” and “What is this document saying?”  

 
DO NOT quote the documents. Go Beyond the Obvious! GBO! 

It is okay to have separate paragraph for each document, or you may group them. 
You cannot group them in order to generalize any one step, however. 
If you do group them, add a couple of sentences explaining how they  

corroborate or contradict each other. This will help you get the complex analysis point. 
 

Step 1: Describe the document… GO BEYOND THE OBVIOUS AND DON’T QUOTE. You can say “Document 1…”  
or use the name of the document. Then… explain how it relates to the main topic of your essay, Do this for every document, unless you are not targeting 
the use of six documents point. 
 
“Document #___ shows/explains….               This document relates to ___________ because…” 
(Identify the number of the document you are describing and describe it GBO.)                                         (Identify the main topic of your essay.)        (Explain how or why it relates.) 

 
 

Step 2: Use the HIPP strategy to analyze the documents. Choose 4 to thoroughly source, even though you only need  
three according to the rubric. Remember you only need one of the HIPP.* 
Then… explain how or why the HIPP relates to your argument/thesis. (CLOSE THE LOOP) 
GO BEYOND THE OBVIOUS and explain how or why it is relevant to the argument. Tip: USE THE LINGO! 
 
“The __________ of document #___      was….          because….” 
(purpose/POV/audience/historical situtation)      (Identify doc.)    (Describe HIPP.)   (Explain how/why the HIPP is evident.) 
   

This is relevant to the argument that …                                                     because…”  

                                                      (Identify X or Y from your thesis or other relevant argument connected to it.)     (Explain how or why the HIPP relates to your argument/thesis) 

 
Step 3: Apply your analysis to your essay. How does each document support your thesis or support an opposing view?   

To get this point you must use at least six of the seven documents AS EVIDENCE to support your X or Y. I recommend you use all seven in case you don’t 
get credit for one.  
Start with step 1 (description and explanation of how it relates to the topic), and then CLOSE THE LOOP. 

 If the document is one of the four you HIPPed, then start with steps one and two, and then close the loop. 
 
 “Therefore, document #__ supports the argument that …                     because…..” 
                                        (Identify doc.)                               (State your X or Y from your thesis.)       (Explain how or why it supports the argument.) 
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Evaluate the relative importance of different causes for the expanding role of the United States in the world in the period from 1865-1910. 
 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document 1, Treaty concerning the Cession of the Russian Possessions in North America, describes the terms of United States’ 
acquisition of Russian land in North America which is modern day Alaska. This relates to the topic of the United States’ expanding role in the 
world, because it illustrates the continuation of expansion from east to west on the continent as well as reduced competition with other 
nations. The historical situation of this agreement in 1867 was post-Civil War Reconstruction and westward migration. This is relevant to the 
argument that territorial acquisitions were a cause of United States’ expanding role in the world, because not only did the U.S. acquire 
Alaska it also expanded into the Great Plains largely due to the Homestead Act. Therefore, territorial expansion was a major cause for the 
expanding role of the United States in the world in the period from 1865-1900, because the emperor of Russia ceded a large area of land in 
North America which helped the U.S. increase its dominance on the continent and further expand its economy. 
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DOCUMENT 4 

 
  

Source: Boston Globe, May 23, 1898 
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DOCUMENT 6 
Source: Puck, a satirical magazine, November 20, 1901 

(Uncle Sam holding a soldier and a teacher in his hands) 
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5. Now that you’ve planned, interpreted, and analyzed… start writing! Start with your introduction. Remember your formula and be 

sure to ATFP!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What piece(s) of outside evidence will you use in your body paragraph to further the defense of your argument? Remember you must have at 

least one piece of outside evidence in your body paragraphs that defends your argument THAT IS NOT FOUND IN OR INFERRED BY A 

DOCUMENT.  Write 3 or 4 sentences that explain this evidence and how it supports your thesis. If this evidence corroborates or contradicts one 

of the documents, include that analysis as well. 
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7. Are you aiming for the complexity point?  Consider TWO things… one is Ping-Pong… and the other is document connections. Can you connect 

two or more documents and explain how they are similar or different?  Add two or three sentences doing so!  Then consider a synthesis (Ping-

Pong). What event or development from another era can you connect to? Consider one of the main ideas from your essay then ping-pong back 

and forth at least three times to your other item. Remember your synthesis needs to be several sentences.  

 


