4-H/FFA Livestock
Projects:
4-H/FFA Livestock Projects
What is their purpose?

4-H/FFA Livestock Projects
• Provide opportunities
for young people to
develop character!

• Teach young people
how to feed, fit and
show their animals.
• Provide an opportunity
for personal growth
and development of
the young person.

Exercising Character
• People develop and
strengthen character
by practicing certain
behaviors, just as
muscles are built
through exercise.
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Trustworthiness
• Includes honesty,
promise keeping and
loyalty
• Daily care of animals
• Adheres to possession
deadlines
• Adheres to withdrawal
times on drugs and
dewormers

Responsibility
• Includes the pursuit of
excellence,
accountability, and
perseverance
• Adheres to entry and
arrival deadlines
• Never gives up in the
showring

Respect
• Includes courtesy and
proper treatment of
people and things
• Handles & treats
animals humanely
• Listens to and follows
advice from leaders
• Recognizes the animal
is dependent on them

Fairness
• Fitting and feeding of
animals follows
recommended
procedures
• Follows the rules in
the showring
• Accepts winning and
losing with dignity
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Caring
• Promotes the well
being of people and
things
• Denotes action and not
just feeling
• Gives good care to
their project animals
• Shows concern for
those around them

Youth Livestock Shows
• Everybody’s talking
about the negatives,
why don’t we hear
more about the
positive aspects of
youth livestock
programs?

Citizenship
• Includes making the
home, community and
country a better place
to live for themselves
and others
• Helping others at
stock shows and at
home
• Ensuring animals are
safe for consumption

“Doing the Right Thing”
• The vast majority of
individuals involved in
youth livestock shows
are doing the right
thing; however, we
cannot let the
unethical few ruin the
program for the rest of
us!
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“Doing the Right Thing”

“Doing the Right Thing”
• When an individual or
organization takes the
initiative to insure that
their programs are
honest and ethical,
they will be in a much
stronger position in
the eyes of the general
public and the media!

• If we choose to “look
the other way”, the
unethical few will
have free run of the
place by default.

“Doing the Right Thing”
• When nearly 1% of
the food animals
produced in the U.S.
come from youth
livestock shows, it is a
large enough number
for the public to
become alarmed ...

“Doing the Right Thing”
• … and a small enough
number for
commercial
agriculture to disown
us, should the youth
livestock program
become a food safety
or quality assurance
risk.
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“Doing the Right Thing”
• If things need
“fixing”, we are better
off “fixing” them
ourselves instead of
allowing someone else
to do it for us. We
probably won’t like
the outcome of outside
regulation.

“Doing the Right Thing”
If the youth livestock
program blindly
condones or teaches:
• Violation of FDA law
• Fraudulent
misrepresentation of
livestock
• Or the compromise of
animal welfare ….

“Doing the Right Thing”
• The most important
reason to address the
issue of livestock
show ethics, is for
what we are teaching
our children!

“Doing the Right Thing”
• …. we deserve to have
the program taken
away!
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“Doing the Right Thing”
• If 4-H and FFA
members, parents, and
leaders are allowed to
lie, cheat and steal
through the youth
livestock projects;
then the program will
not fulfill its mission
of youth development!

Making the “right choices”
• Does the practice
violate FDA law?
Like using a substance
not approved for “food
animal” use (certain
diuretics, tranquilizers,
anti-inflammatory
agents, and feed
additives).

Links in the Food Safety Chain
• Proper injection sites
• Proper nutrition
• Reading and following
drug labels
• Proper handling and
care of livestock
• Proper facilities

Making the “right choices”
• Is it a fraudulent
misrepresentation of
the animal?
For example: false
ownership, falsified
birth or ownership
dates, and surgical
altering of the animal.
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Making the “Right Choices”
• Does the practice harm
the animal?
For example: severe feed
and water restriction,
“pumping” to add
weight, and “short
cut” training
techniques.

Making the “Right Choices”
• Will it harm the tradition
and/or future of livestock
shows?
For example: is the “win at all
costs” philosophy taking
over the decisions made?
Are negative actions of
participants newsworthy? Ie.
failed drug tests, animal
abuse, etc.

Making the “Right Choices”
• Is the practice in
opposition to real
world agriculture?
For example: holding
animals well past
market readiness,
surgical procedures

Making the “Right Choices”
If the answer to any of
these questions is
“yes”, the practice is
unacceptable!

7

8

