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The Baltic School District is “forward thinking”

Educational Quote

and focuses on the student’s achievements and
efforts, student support, and individuality. We
are celebrating a very successful 1st Semester
and wanted to take time to communicate these
to the parents and our community.
Great job to all involved!

WE ARE VERY PROUD OF
OUR STUDENTS AND STAFFS
DEDICATION AND EFFORT TO
SUCCEED…CONGRATULATIONS

Our Athletic teams finished a great fall season!
Congratulations to the football team and coaches for a 10-1 season. They finished the season 80, and the first undefeated team since 1971. We were crowned the Big East and Tri-Valley conference
champions for the first time in many years. Two dominating home playoff wins over Deuel and Mt.
Vernon- Plankinton sent us to Webster for the semifinals, and a chance to go to the Dome. Even though
we came up short with a 38-28 loss, the team put Baltic back on the football map in South Dakota.
The success was attributed to hard work, dedication, leadership and character. Our athletes
spent endless hours in the off season in the weight room, many hours in film study and practice. Their
attitude on and off the field was something that made us proud. Sportsmanship was shown in every
game and noticed by several officials that told me how impressed they were with our team. This again
is a credit to our coaches and players.
Not to be forgotten was our volleyball team that completed a successful season finishing with 19
wins. We’ll always wonder what the season might have been if 3 key players would not have missed
matches during the middle of the season. We were the Tri-Valley conference champions as well as the
tournament champs. We went toe-to-toe with Madison in the region and lost a hard fought match.
Madison and Sioux Valley are in the State A Tournament along with Parker and Chester in the State B
Tournament, all teams on our schedule that we had good matches with. I really believe our volleyball
program has reached a point where we can compete with anyone we play.
The cross country team had 3 athletes reach the state meet this year also. It’s been many years
since a girl has made it to the state, but this year it happened. We had a young squad this year and
being in class A we just don’t have the depth to compete for team championships. The future is bright if
the students continue to work in the off season and realize what’s needed to improve.
Success doesn’t happen without support from parents, community, and booster club. This was
evident this fall with great attendance at home and away football games and volleyball matches. Our
crowd at the Webster football game was second to none. Selling over 550 T-Shirts in a few hours is
another way everyone showed their excitement for our team. The parents got together and made
signs that lined the highway from the interstate to the school. This shows the pride our people have
and the commitment to our teams. It makes me proud to say I’m part of this school and community.
Thank you everyone for your support and we look forward to an exciting winter of basketball.

Steve Gunderson “Gundy” – Activities Director

Jim Aisenbrey
Secondary Principal

Principal of the Year 2015

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL BALTIC STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THIS FALL!
As a school, we have had a fantastic fall. We were successful in so many programs and activities. All of you
have made us proud of what you have accomplished. The reason for this success is because of the dedication,
commitment, and sacrifices coaches/directors and students have made to making their season one of the most
successful on record in the history of the Baltic School District. You have made memories that will last you a lifetime.
The seniors are close to going out into the real world, and underclassmen are not far behind. Whether it is
college, tech, the military or the workforce, I hope there has been something you learned from your fall experiences
that will help you in future life. In 2010, I received an e-mail from one of my former players who graduated in 1983.
He is now a pastor in France. He e-mailed me just to let me know that he thinks about me every time there is a Friday
the 13th in November. Not that I bring him bad luck, but apparently we played in the 9AA Championship game on
Friday, November 13, 1981. He thanks me for the impact I had on his life. I hope that your coaches/directors have
had the same impact on you. As you continue on, I hope that you will do something positive for someone and
attribute your decision to something you learned while participating in high school activities.
Probably the most important thing that I heard this year was the conduct of our participants. Time and time
again I hear how our players and coaches conduct themselves with class and dignity game after game. No matter how
you play, the way you conduct yourselves on and off the field of competition speaks volumes about your character and
moral values. Each and every one of you is a champion for the way you conducted yourselves during competition.
The respect that you showed to opponents, the opposing coaches and to the officials speaks highly of the way your
parents raised you. You all are to be commended for being such a great example of Baltic activities. I have always
lived by the creed Be the Best; Respect the Rest. I hope that you will take this philosophy wherever you go. If you live
with that purpose in mind, you will have long, successful careers in whatever you choose to do.
You have all left a legacy behind. Years from now, Baltic residents will still be talking about the fall of 2016
when Baltic left an imprint on the fall activities scene. From volleyball to football, and oral interp to robotics, Baltic
has left its mark. Thank you for a fall full of fun and memories. I encourage all of you to continue to work hard so
that you can leave a positive legacy for everything that you do, in and out of school.
Congratulations again!

Regular season 8-0
Overall 10-1

BALTIC BULLDOGS
2016
(Left to right)
Front Row: Joe Hoiland, Isaak Swartwout, Easton Nordbye, Cobain

Goehring, Elliot Haux, Halyn Larson, Zach Polzin, Jayden Pittmann,
Brodee Teveldal, Karson Koopman, Andrej Jurco
2nd Row: Joe Weber, Sam Sittig, Connor Wendland, Kaleb Parajuli,

Houston Wentzel, Kadin Wolff, Brendon Wilson, Tanner DeLoy
3rd Row: Wyatt DeGraw, Bo Teveldahl, Trace Vosburg, Reese Warne, Sam

Muston, Austin Joppa, Nick Schmidt, Chaden Roggow, Zach Roggow
Back Row: Ben Clark, Lathon Gorospe, Jon Wilhelmsen, Keaton Lenderts,

Ethan Roggow, Michael Clark

Why did you decide on a coaching career?
Always was involved in sports and other activities
and really enjoyed the challenges.

HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
JASON ABERSON

How long have you coached? 25 years
Who was the one person that influenced you and
why?
I have had several influences but probably the
most was a former teacher coach Mike
Aalbers. He always challenged us to be good
athletes and better people.
What is your favorite part about coaching and
why? Working with the kids and watching their
hard work pay off and becoming better.

What was your biggest lesson learned as a coach?
Be able to adapt to the players that you have.
What was your favorite memory or moment during this
season?
Probably after the last game when we finished with a
perfect season. Why? Never accomplished a perfect
season before.

Why do you think your team was so successful this
year? (other than the coaching!)
The hard work that they did outside of practice on
their own.
What piece of advice would you give to other
athletes to also be successful?
Get in the weight room!! You will really see
results when you are stronger and more athletic
that the person you compete against.

What was your favorite memory or moment overall in
your career?
Coaching my kids. Josiah and Alex in several sports and
Rachel in 6th grade basketball
Why? Got to see my kids grow and be competitive.

Such accomplishments these young men have had this fall during the football season.
Week after week they put in a great deal of effort and time in the weight room and on the
practice field. These gentlemen (and the entire team) have shown sportsmanship,
respect for others and a drive that is unsurpassed. Record after record was broken for
the school, students and staff had a great time in school and the community supported
them in unheard of numbers in the crowd during the games. At the semi-final game
against Webster, Baltic had more fans than the home team!
Thank you Baltic Bulldogs for the fun, excitement, and community spirit you created this
football season. Seniors, your leadership will certainly be a positive one for
underclassman to carry on.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
The above picture is of the players that were awarded either All State Team, Big East
Conference Team or Honorable Mention, Tri-Valley Conference Team or Honorable
Mention.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BALTIC BULLDOG FOOTBALL PLAYERS
WHO WERE AWARDED ALL-STATE FOOTBALL FOR 2016!
BO TEVELDAL - FULLBACK
REESE WARNE - DEFENSIVE BACK
KADIN WOLFF - LINEBACKER
HONORABLE MENTION - CHADEN ROGGOW - DEFENSIVE END

ARGUS LEADER
SD ELITE 45
PLAYERS

Kadin Wolff – ELITE 45

Baltic, RB-LB

Reese Warne – ELITE 45 HONORABLE MENTION
Baltic, RB-LB

A 5-foot-10, 180-pound back, Wolff helped Baltic to an
8-0 finish in the regular season and a trip to the 9AA

As a Senior, 6’1, 175-pound quarterback and defensive

semifinals.

back, Reese was also a key to our 8-0 regular season
victories.

The senior averaged a first down per carry, racking up
1,845 yards and 22 touchdowns on 183 carries. He was

Reese had 114 carries for 1,059 yards, with 20

an efficiently effective weapon in the team’s passing

touchdowns. With 64 attempts and 29 completions, 7

attack, hauling in three passes for 71 yards and a

touchdown passes, 4 interceptions, with 657 yards.

touchdown.
Defensively, Reese had 94 tackles, 2 TFL, 7
On defense, Wolff finished with 147 tackles, giving him

interceptions, 2 forced fumbles and 1 recovery.

42 more than anyone else on the team. 16 of those
tackles went for a loss. He also helped the team’s
turnover margin, recovering two fumbles.
He finishes his career with 309 carries for 3,112 yards

and 36 touchdowns.

Returns – 8 punt for 188 yards, 1 touchdown, 8 KO
returns for 213 yards with 1 touchdown.

VOLLEYBALL
2016
VOLLEYBALL 2016

OVERALL RECORD 19 - 8
Front Row: Jacie Wendland, Kate Solberg, Jayda Tidemann, Carrington Entringer, Maddie Polzin,
Rachel Aberson, Brianna Cortes, Amber Hartman.
Back Row: Head Coach Matt Konz, Brooke VanDam, Madison VanWyhe, Shelby Dosch, MaKay
Paszek, Nikya Owens, Madalynn Wirkus, Chantel Brende, Brigette Nelson, Assistant Coach
Marissa Whipple, Assistant Coach Lynette Coker.

TIED FOR 4TH
IN BIG EAST
CONFERENCE

HEAD VOLLEYBALL COACH
MATT KONZ

I’ve been coaching for 22 years in various
sports from Volleyball, baseball, track,
basketball and football. I take something from
every team to help make me a better coach. I
chose to go into coaching because I enjoy
teaching and being with the kids. I want to
help teach them that sports are kind of like
life. You are going to have ups and downs. The
important thing is how you handle what is
given you. Handle the situation in a positive
way.
I worked with a basketball coach that was very
positive and hard working. His name is Bob
Ytterdahl and he pushed the team and
coaches to reach their potential. He
influenced me the most in my career. He
handled all situations in a positive way. He
really was organized and knew what he
wanted and expected out of his teams. He
knew how to build a program and always kept
that in his plan.

My favorite part of coaching is just preparing the athletes for competition and then seeing their
successes. It makes me feel really good when I see them being successful and using what they learn in
their life. We prepare them not only for competition but also for life.
The one lesson I learned throughout my coaching career is that you win and lose as a team. It takes
everyone to help make a team successful. It takes everyone being on the same page to be successful.
The one moment that stood out this year was watching the effort of the girls. They really worked hard to
reach their potential. The other thing that really made me proud of this team is that the girls played
through a lot of aches and pains. They want to be on the floor with their teammates and compete. I’m
very proud of the effort and work ethic of this team. That is something I will always remember.
My favorite memory is when I was student teaching and got an opportunity to go to state and help coach
the team. It was exciting because of everything that surrounds it. It was their first trip to state so the
team got treated very well by everyone. It was a great feeling.
My teams are successful because of a couple things. One is the leaders I’ve had they are really good and
want to compete at a high level. Also I’ve been lucky to have kids want to work in the off season. They
come in and work on getting stronger, faster and agility. They also work on their individual and team
skills. They want to see the program successful so they really own it.
We have a great group coming back next year and to get better they (as a team) need to be in the weight
room working out as a team. They need to get stronger, faster and work on their agility. They have high
goals and to reach them takes work and commitment. Mr. Baskerville is in there after school so my
advice to them is to get in and work with him on their strength, vertical and quickness. This will help
propel our program forward another step.

ASSISTANT COACHES
Lynette Coker

Marissa Whipple

W Why did you decide on a coaching career? How long have
you coached? I decided to be a coach for several
reasons. First, I had many great coaches growing up and I
wanted to pass the experience, values, drive and commitment
on to other athletes. I also wanted to continue to be involved in
athletics and coaching was a way to do that. I have coached
since I was in high school working with t-ball and softball
teams. I have coached swim teams and basketball teams as
well as High School volleyball. Let's just say a very long
time....

Why did you decide on a coaching career? How long have you
coached? As a high school and college athlete, I always
appreciated the time and effort that my coaches put forth. Their one
goal is to make you a better athlete and person. I loved that aspect,
and knew that I wanted to coach at some level. Coaching volleyball
and track is a great life experience. I am able to build on my
knowledge of the sports, build lasting relationships with coaches,
building strong relationships with athletes, and continue my love for
sports. I have been coaching for 2 years.

Who was the one person that influenced you and why? It
would probably be my Junior High basketball coach. She was
knowledgeable about the game and really taught me the
game. In addition, she showed us that hard work could be fun
and working hard will pay off.
What is your favorite part about coaching and why? My
favorite part about coaching is getting to know the student
athletes in a different setting than in the classroom.
What was your biggest lesson learned as a coach? The
biggest lesson I have learned over the years is how to
communicate to the athletes in order to motivate them.
What was your favorite memory or moment during this
season? Why? At one point late in the season the girls
discovered how to overcome a deficit and win. Because they
realized what the coaches have believed all along, that they
can do it.
What was your favorite memory or moment overall in your
career? Why? Too numerous to pick one!
Why do you think your team was so successful this year?
(other than the coaching!) My JV girls were successful
because they worked hard, loved to play the game, were
coachable and played as a team!
What piece of advice would you give to other athletes to
also be successful? Be willing to word hard, sacrifice for the
team, know your role and accept it - most of all enjoy every
minute of it.

Who was the one person that influenced you and why?
One person that influenced me was my college track coach. He
pushed me beyond the limits, but cared about what was going on in
my life. He always helped me with my next step, but also had
confidence in me and my future choices.
What is your favorite part about coaching and why?
I love all the memories that come from sports and coaching. Some
of my greatest memories here at Baltic are with the sport teams I
coach. I love that through coaching you can create relationships
with coaches and athletes.
What was your biggest lesson learned as a coach?
My biggest lesson I have learn throughout my two years is
communication. I believe the best way to be successful and to form
relationships with coaches and athletes is to have strong
communication.
What was your favorite memory or moment during this
season? Why? My favorite memory this year was winning the TriValley Conference. The girls worked hard this summer and put in a
lot of time. I was excited to see all the work they put in pay off.
What was your favorite memory or moment overall in your
career? Why? My favorite memory in my coaching career is
winning the Tri-Valley Conference two years in a row.
Why do you think your team was so successful this year?
(other than the coaching!) I believe a huge part of our success
this year was the dedication the girls had to the sport. A lot of girls
put in a lot of time this summer with acceleration,
individual workouts, and JO Volleyball. I also believe our girls
were successful,because of the leadership that our upper class
man had.
What piece of advice would you give to other athletes to also
be successful? One piece of advice that I would offer to athletes
is to not be scared of succeeding. To succeed it takes a lot of
time, effort, and energy. It is not going to be easy to see the
results, but if you stay committed, the results will be worth it. Go
Bulldogs!

All Conference
Players

(Left to Right)

Rachel Aberson
Maddie Polzin
Jayda Tidemann
MaKay Paszek
Carrington Entringer

Big East All Conference Honorable Mention
Tri-Valley All Conference 2nd Team
Big East All Conference Team
Tri-Valley All Conference 1st Team
Big East All Conference Honorable Mention
Big East All Conference Team
Tri-Valley All Conference 1st Team
Tri-Valley All Conference Honorable Mention

Baltic Volleyball Records 2001-Present
Kills
1. Maddie Polzin
2. Marie Olson
3. Allie Walter
4. Rachel Aberson
5. Amanda Brack
6. MaKay Paszek
7. Jenny Kruthoff
8. Marissa Whipple
9. Nikki Walsh
10. Hailey VanEck
11. Katie Christensen
12. Morgan Forsch

Set Assists
1206
934
809
545
540
529
431
388
370
288
284
250

1. Molly Sittig
1484
2. Eric Eichten
676
3. Abby Weinzetl
528
4. Chelsea Hegge 496
5. Brooke VanDam 447
6. Megan Foster
341
7. Kayla Meland
306
8. Maddie Polzin
278
9. Amanda Mack
270
10. Taylor Forsch
263
11. Josie Weber
258
12. Danya Johnson 258

Ace Serves

Digs

1. Maddie Polzin
209
2. Marissa Whipple
203
3. Amanda Brack
196
4. Jenny Kruthoff
178
5. Allie Walter
169
6. Marie Olson
145
7. Chelsey Hegge
122
8. Megan Kruthoff
119
9. Erin Eichten
108
10. Alyssa Aesoph
90
11. Hailey VanEck
82
12. Chelsey Foster & Shelby Vosburg

1. Chelsey Foster 1030
2. Jenny Kruthoff
810
3. Maddie Polzin
673
4. Amanda Brack 669
5. Nikki Walsh
649
6. Megan Kruthoff 621
7. Kayla Siemonsma 607
8. Marie Olson
566
9. Jayda Tidemann 553
10 Erin Eichten
506
11 Maddy Roberts 491
12 Chelsey Hegge 434

80
Blocks

1. Allie Walter
374
2. Marie Olson
302
3. Maddie Polzin 219
4. Molly Whipple 214
5. Kirsten Hudson 163
6. Marissa Whipple 130
7. Hailey VanEck 124
8. Rachel Aberson 115
9. Amanda Brack 106
10. Nikki Walsh & MaKay Paszek 94

South Dakota Class A
All-State Volleyball Honorable Mention

SETS

KILLS

PLAYED
332

TOTAL
BLOCKS

1206

377

DIGS

ACES

DIGS PER
SET

673

209

Congratulations Maddie Polzin

2.0

(Left to Right): Bodie Murray, Drew Stadem,

John Ditter, Caleb Schneider, Tanner DeLoy

2016 Cross Country
All Conference
Drew Stadem - Big East
Michael Eggum—Big East & Tri Valley

STATE QUALIFIERS 2016
(Left to Right): Michael Eggum, Drew

Stadem, Brittney Hazel
Head Coach Kurt Schultz

SENIORS 2016
(Left to Right): Drew Stadem, Brittney Hazel and

Tanner Deloy

The Baltic Cross Country team enjoyed a great season this year. The team consisted 8th Graders: Emily
Ditter, Caleb Schreurs, Bodie Murray, Gavin Holt, and Alex Haagensen. Freshman: John Ditter and Elliot
Haux. Sophmores: Caleb Schnieder, Zachary Hazel, and Mikey Eggum. Seniors: Brittany Hazel, Tanner
Deloy, and Drew Stadem. They were coached by Kurt Schultz in his 44th season. I had the privilege of
running with the athletes this season and you can see why the kids enjoy it. Mr. Schultz gets to know his
athletes and encourages them to get better every week. The athletes know what to expect from Coach
Schultz and he challenges them every practice to go just a bit further than yesterday. He provides breakfast
for those early morning runs and popsicles for the hot afternoon practices. Something I also had to partake
in. Some of the season successes were Mikey Eggum raced to All Conference in both the Big East and TriValley races and Drew Stadem made it to Big East All Conference. Also Mikey, Drew, and Brittany Hazel all
qualified for the State meet in Huron. They raced hard and ended their season in a great stride. A lot of the
younger athletes came to watch the three compete and hopefully it inspires them to keep running and getting
better for the seasons to come. It was a privilege to get to run with the kids this year and get to know a great
program with a great coach.

SOUTH DAKOTA ALL STATE ACADEMIC TEAM 2016

Initiated during the 1996-97 school year, the SDHSAA Academic Achievement Team Award program is designed to
recognize varsity athletic teams and fine arts groups for their academic excellence. The South Dakota High School
Activities Association believes that high school students learn in two distinct ways: inside the classroom and outside the
classroom (on the stage and/or athletic field). This academic program creates a positive environment for school teams to
have its members excel in the classroom. This program is also meant to motivate students toward academic excellence
and to promote academic encouragement from teammates.
All varsity athletic teams and fine arts groups that participate in Association-sponsored activities are eligible for this
recognition program. The Academic Team Award program provides high school students with the opportunity to prove
they can be overwhelmingly successful in both academics as well as in athletic and fine arts activities.
All varsity athletic teams and fine arts groups that achieve a combined grade point average of 3.5 or higher are eligible to
receive an SDHSAA Academic Achievement Team Award. Please see below for this year's award recipients.

Baltic Baseball Thrives
Baltic Teener baseball made history this summer by bringing home two State B VFW Teener Championship
titles.
The 15/16 Teener State Championship belongs to the Baltic Dawgs. The Dawgs 6-5 victory over Tyndall in
the championship game sealed the state title. The Dawgs also were the SE Region champs in their
division, they ended their I-29 League season with an 8-6 record.
(Front row from left)

Ben Anderson, Noah Swartwout, Luke
Ronsiek, Connor Wendland, Isaak Swartwout,
Elliot Haux, and Jayden Pittman.
(Back row from left)

Coach Kelly Wilhelmsen, Houston Wentzel,
Nathan Seivert, Nick Hanisch, Jon
Wilhelmsen, Brock Aacker, Keaton Lenderts,
Sam Muston and coach Tim Wilhelmsen.

The 13/14 Teener State Championship belongs to the Big Sioux RiverBats. The RiverBats beat Garretson
13-1 in the championship game to take the state title. The RiverBats had an impressive season they were
the I-29 League champs with a season record of 13-1, I-29 Tournament champs, and SE Region champs.
(Front row from left)

Alex Haagenson, Zane Hansen, Riley Thorpe,
Noah Swartwout, Elliot Haux and Easton
Nordbye.
(Back Row from left)

Coach Mike Schwab, coach Brett Teveldal,
Halyn Larson, Brodee Teveldal, Jacob Schwab,
Zach Hefty, Avery Nordbye, coach Shane
Haux, and head coach Brian Hefty.

Baltic also had a 12U Midget team attend the State B VFW tournament this past summer. The 12U team
was up against 20 other teams battling for the state title. The Baltic team took 4th place in the state
tournament.

(Front row from left)

Connor Swier, Tayden Hansen, Carson Roach,
Gunner Schultz, Caleb Kittelson
(Back Row from left)

Coach Cory Hansen, Hunter Larson, Nathan
Cortes, Kyle Wentzel, Andrew Van Dam, Max
McGreevy, Matt Muston and coach Troy
Hansen.

The BAA (Baltic Athletic Association) had 180 players in the 2016 season which produced 4 –Tball, 3Transition, 2- PeeWee, 2 – Midget, 10U Softball, 12U Softball, 2 – 13/14 Teener, 1 – 15/16 Teener and
Varsity girls Softball teams. It was amazing to see the dedication of the players and coaches this past
season with the countless hours of practicing in the gym and on the field. We are looking forward to
another great season in 2017.

CONGRATULATIONS,
you represented
Baltic with pride.
GREAT JOB!

Varsity Softball Program
For many years Baltic High School has not had a Varsity Softball program. After joining forces with Chester and
Flandreau we were able to form a very skilled varsity program BCF (Baltic, Chester, Flandreau) this fall. Mike Neumann
from Chester, Steve Van Wyhe from Baltic, had the extreme privilege to be able to coach the following young ladies:
Madi Van Wyhe (Baltic) Jr
Lexus Gorospe (Baltic) Jr
Carrington Entringer (Baltic) Jr
Brianna Cortes (Baltic) Jr
Josie Oyen (Baltic) 8th grade
Nikya Owens (Baltic) Jr
Kristen Neumann (Chester) Jr
Laura Selman (Chester) Sr
Elizabeth Selman (Chester) Fr
Mason Ottoson (Chester) Jr
Brooke Iott (Flandreau) Jr
Kennedy Headrick (Flandreau) Fr
Anna Gassman (Flandreau) So
We were very competitive with our season and ended the year strong winning four out of the last six games beating highly
ranked Tea 10 to 2, Garretson 18 to 3, Madison 21 to 1, and Garretson again 15 to 7. We hung with #1 Harrisburg for 6
innings but lost 8 to 1 and then a loss to Lenmox ended our State Tournament. Lexus Gorospe was our defensive weapon
all year on the mound and Madi Van Wyhe and Kristen Neumann were our power duo at the plate both with a on base
percentage of almost .600 and a batting average of over .500. All three were First Team All State players. We also had one
Second Team All State Player, Kennedy Headrick.
Next year we are one of the favorites to contend for the state title. We will have 12 returning players losing our only senior
Laura Selman.

(Left to Right)

Madison VanWyhe and Lexus Gorospe

Madison VanWyhe

Lexus Gorospe

DEFINITION OF A CHEERLEADER (From the Urban Dictionary)
Cheerleading is an activity that involves tumbling, stunting, and the promotion of spirit. Depending on what skill level
your team requires, skills can range from just the ability to smile and yell "go team go," or the ability to do difficult
gymnastics and advanced stunting.
Sideline cheerleading (your typical football cheerleaders)
To understand the definition of cheerleading, you must understand the definition of a sport.
Sport - a physical and athletic activity governed by a set of rules including time and space, engaged in primarily for
competition. It can be divided up into three categories:
Game sports (i.e. basketball, football, soccer)
Racing sports (i.e. track, cross country, swimming)
Performance sports (i.e. CHEERLEADING, gymnastics, figure skating)
Competitive cheerleading is a sport that is judged on how well a team can tumble, stunt, stay synchoronized, etc...

Cheer Coach
Amber Krogstad
(Left)

Tessa Steinmiller, Hannah Even,
Jayda Tidemann, Carrington Entringer,
Makenzie Boeve.
(Left to Right)

Congratulations goes

Sam Todd accepting the First Place
Trophy from the Augustana Parade

to our Baltic Marching
Band who received
several 1st Place
Awards this fall!
March On…

Seniors (back row left to right):

Zach VanEck, Sam Todd, Chadden Roggow.
Front Row left to right):

Brooklynne Shuck, Chantel Brende, Brittany
Hazel, Karson Koopman.

Another Successful Season for BROS
Baltic Robotic Operation Systems
Three years ago we competed in our first BEST Robotics
competition in Brookings and the members of the Baltic
Robotics team have dominated ever since. It started out as a
group of 12 students willing to try something to new and now
we have a successful robotics club.
The mission of BEST Robotics Inc. is to inspire students to pursue careers in
engineering, science, and technology through participation in a sports-like, scienceand engineering-based robotics competition.
This year BROS consisted of 18 members; 1 freshman, 3 sophomores, 8 juniors, and 6 seniors. BROS
competed in Brookings against 26 other area schools. They compete in 5 major areas; Robot performance,
Lab Notebook, Exhibit & Interview, Marketing Presentation, and Spirit and Sportsmanship. This year the
theme for the BEST Robotics Competition is “Bet The Farm” During the first six weeks of the competition;
the construction team were
working hard on constructing a
booth from old barn wood, the
marketing team were working
on getting money from local
investors and marketing SEED3PO (our robot), and the design
team were developing,
constructing, and building
SEED-3PO.

Robotics Team Members
Front row (left to right):

Brigette Nelson, Carrington Entringer.

2nd Row: Mrs. Determan, Brianna Cortes, Chantel Brende, Brooke VanDam, Sydnie Fiala, Sara VanLiere.
3rd Row: Isaak Swartwout, Michael Eggum.
4th Row: Drew Stadem, Jayden Pittmann, Rick Kittelson, Sam Brown, Jon Wilhelmsen
(5th row): Lathon Gorospe, Brendon Wilson, Kaleb Parajuli, Alex Todd.

Robot Performance: Each team is given the same supplies and need to construct a robot to complete
designated tasks in a 3-minute match. This year we had to design a robot that plant and harvest corn,
harvest hydroponic tomatoes and lettuce, turn on the irrigation system, and put pigs in a pen. The design
team had to decide what they wanted the robot to focus on, because the robot could not do all tasks in the
given time frame. The design team worked with the programming team to finalize each task.
Engineering Lab Notebook: BROS needed to document the engineering design process used to design,
build, and program SEED-3PO (name of our robot – 1 robot that can complete 3 tasks). They also had to
complete a research paper about the use of technology in farming and how it can be directly related to
South Dakota.
Team Exhibit & Interview: BROS constructed an 8 X 8 X 8 foot booth that looked like an old barn with
a hay loft. The booth needed to tie in this years’ theme, promote BEST Robotics, display investors and
marketing strategies, promote our company, and showcase SEED-3PO. Three different groups of judges
interview BROS members about all aspects of the competition and our company.
Marketing Presentation: BROS members created a marketing presentation to promote and sell SEED3POto potential investors. They are given 25 minutes to explain company demographics, budget including
all investors, explain design and programming of robot while demonstrating knowledge of the engineering
design process, and really sell their company and robot to a panel of judges.
Part of competing in BEST Robotics is to promote BEST to our school, other schools, and the community.
Mike Bemboon from Hefty Seed and Shane Swendlund from Raven came to the STEM class and discussed
how technology is currently being used in farming in our area. BROS members also had an Ag Day for 1st3rd graders in October. Danya Johnson from Hefty Seed had a booth about the life cycle of corn and
soybeans. Cindy Krull-Begeman, from Hydrogreen, a Hydroponics company in Renner. We also had a
design challenge to introduce students to STEM based projects.
BROS competed on October 29th in Brookings against 24 other teams and we did AWESOME
1st –Team Exhibit & Interview
2nd – Engineering Notebook
3rd – Spirit and Sportsmanship
5th – Marketing Presentation
9th – Robot Performance
3rd – Overall BEST Award

We headed to Fargo, December 1st -3rd to compete against 35 other schools from MN, SD, ND, OH, and PA.
Since our last competition we worked hard to improve SEED-3PO, modify lab notebook and marketing
presentation, and find more local investors to help pay for travel and lodging expenses for Fargo. We also
had a Community/Investor night on November 28th to showcase our booth, robot, and practice our
marketing presentation. We also have an Awesome website that you can check out at:
http://lg3029.wixsite.com/bros-website
We had another successful year competing with 36 Teams and were awarded:
Hard Hat Award: Best Constructed Booth 2nd Place – YouTube Video 4th Place – Booth & Interview

Business and Computer Education Special Newsletter
Many exciting things are happening in the Business and Computer Education department at Baltic Public Schools!
Mr. Bergstrom raised funds for a robot called “Ozobots”, which allows students to start learning about programming using
markers and then moving on to a coding a web site. Students in the elementary enjoy using the robots in grade levels 4-5
and the 9th graders will implement the Ozobots into their STEM project during our second semester.

In the upper level, high school course students participated in the following contests throughout the first semester. We are
eagerly waiting to hear the results of these contests as the students did an outstanding job on projects submitted.

Digital Media

URL for details - https://msisac.cisecurity.org/toolkit/documents/20162017PosterContest.pdf

FCCLA launches the 2016-2017 Safe Rides – Save Lives PSA Contest! Empowered by FACTS
and sponsored by The National Road Safety Foundation, the Safe Rides - Save Lives PSA
contest is an opportunity for FCCLA members to engage in creating teen-friendly safe rides
safety messaging through a video Public Service Announcement (PSA).
Mission: Have your students create a video PSA that is exactly: 25 seconds OR exactly: 55
seconds
Audience: Teen Drivers and Passengers
Topic: The PSA should raise awareness of teen driver risk in relation to the number (and
limiting the number) of passengers in a vehicle. So, encourage your students to be inventive
and create a message that will stand out, be remembered, and make a positive difference.

The Better Business Bureau Video Contest is open
to all High School Students. This competition provides
an opportunity for high school students to express their
creativity while learning the values of BBB: being
trustworthy, ethical, reliable and objective. It also
challenges students to discover how these values can be
applied in their everyday lives.

Go to this link to view Baltic’s Video!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNcN6Coy8Do

Introduction to Business - Business Plan Competition for the South Dakota Bankers Foundation

Listed above are the criteria necessary to get a high school student started in preparing a written business plan for
the competition. The South Dakota Bankers Foundation and the Governor’s Office of Economic Development have
again donated the first place prize – an iPad plus $1,000. Second place is an iPad plus $500, and third place is an
iPad. Fourth through sixth place prizes will be cash awards sponsored by the South Dakota Bankers Foundation in
the amount of $300 each place. Seventh through tenth place prizes is $100 each place. It is recommended that all the
points in the “Business Start-Up Plan” be addressed. Please click on the links above for entry requirements. Judging
will be based on the following criteria:






Completeness of business plan
Viability as an ongoing business
Realistic financial projections/cash flow plan
Conciseness in presentation
Creativity and innovation

After School Activities



Started STEM project for middle school students – “What is
Cool About Manufacturing?”
The STEM will be working with the Digital Media class with
editing the video
o http://www.southdakotateacher.com/stem/

Mr. Bergstrom does all these things to implement, learn and develop
better learning experiences for his students. He enjoys working with all the staff and students at Baltic Public School and
wants to go the extra mile for everyone to help the district be the best in the State of South Dakota.

The 95 members of Baltic FCCLA make it one of the largest
FCCLA chapters in the State of South Dakota.
 Our chapter has been involved in competition,
leadership and community service at the local,
regional, state and national level for years.
 Baltic FCCLA has been named a “Merit Chapter”
for the past 15 years and won numerous state
awards.
 Junior FCCLA member Brigette Nelson currently
serves as our State FCCLA Secretary. She is also
our Region V President
and Baltic Chapter
Secretary.
 Brigette Nelson was recently named a member of the NOYS (National
Organization for Youth Safety) Youth Correspondent team, was chosen as
a national Red Jacket
 Brigette has also served as a State Peer Educator, a chapter officer for 5
years, headed numerous committees, has completed all five Power of One
modules and recently presented a workshop on traffic safety at our
National Cluster Meeting in Denver.
 Award Winner, and serves as a member of our chapter Knowledge Bowl
team.
Mrs. Suzy Ries
FCCLA Instructor
Much credit for the successful
FCCLA Activities and
Memberships is Mrs. Ries.
She is constantly challenging
them, keeping them engaged
and having fun doing it!

Brigette Nelson

Oral
interetation

Congratulations to Alexis Ketcham
and Brigette Nelson on a job well
done at Oral Interp. Regions.
Brigette was ranked first in the
Non-Original Oratory category. The
top 3 qualify for State Oral Interp.
This means that Brigette has
qualified for the state competition
in Harrisburg the first weekend in
December! Nice job!

Tess Liester/Jacob Holtzer

Brigette Nelson

Alexander Todd

Alexis Ketcham

Brigette performed in front of the
entire Middle and High School to
practice for the State Event. She
was amazing.

Front left to right:

1ST QUARTER

Alexis Kehn, Broghan Tiahrt, Elise Wilde, Ninh Cat Phan, Gabby DeVries, Holly Olson
Back left to right:

Charlee Anderson, Kayla Turner, Kaylynn Tommeraasen, Mark Ditter, Sadey Holt, Meredith Larson.

Left to right:

2ND QUARTER

Harper Kortemeyer, Peyton Lamb, Cale Roach, Hailey Tiahrt, Kinley Geigle, Grace Wolff, Ameera
Sharif, Jack Wilde, Lacey Larson, Kayley Gwinn, Marley Lambert, Vivian Englund.

Honor Roll First Quarter (GPA 3.5 – 4.0)
3rd
Sophia
Sadey
Meredith
Jazzy

Grade
Even
Holt
Larson
Schmoll

4th
Claire
Vivian
Maiya
Addison
Holland
Peyten
Riiker
Ava
Kaylynn
Kayla
Jack

Grade
Berg
Englund
Fredrickson
Geigle
Kortemeyer
Krull
Rogers
Tiahrt
Tommeraasen
Turner
Wilde

5th
Mark
Hannah
Delaney
Carson
Lexi
Madeline
Lydia
Baily

Grade
Ditter
Dosch
Hefty
Holt
Ingalls
Larson
Magnuson
Teveldal

Merit Roll First Quarter (GPA 3.0 – 3.49)
3rd
Ben
Jackson
Kyle
Dinh
Caitlyn
Addison
Rachel
Dylan
Hailey

Grade
Erickson
Goehring
Gronewold
Phan
Pickett
Ronfeldt
Row
Runestad
Tiahrt

4th
Tabitha
Gaige
Michael
Colton
Joey
Kaiden
Sophia

Grade
Arneson
Bartling
Branham
Coaker
Grunewaldt
Olson
Siemonsma

5th

Grade

Charlee
Brenner
Alyx
Shae
Bryson
Eli
Evan
Jackson
Coryn
Grace

Anderson
Brink
Dobbins
Fiala
Graff
Haux
Snow
Westerbur
Wolff
Wolff

Honor Roll Second Quarter (GPA 3.5 – 4.0)
3rd
Ben
Sophia
Jackson
Sadey
Meredith
Dinh
Addison
Dylan
Jazzy
Hailey

Grade
Erickson
Even
Goehring
Holt
Larson
Phan
Ronfeldt
Runestad
Schmoll
Tiahrt

4th
Claire
Maiya
Addison
Holland
Peyten
Kaiden
Riiker
Ava
Kaylynn
Kayla
Jack

Grade
Berg
Fredrickson
Geigle
Kortemeyer
Krull
Olson
Rogers
Tiahrt
Tommeraasen
Turner
Wilde

5th
Mark
Hannah
Delaney
Carson
Lexi
Lydia
Baily
Grace

Grade
Ditter
Dosch
Hefty
Holt
Ingalls
Magnuson
Teveldal
Wolff

Merit Roll Second Quarter (GPA 3.0 – 3.49)
3rd
Kellen
Trevor
Isabell
Kyle
Christopher
Rachel
Kaden

Grade
Artz
Cuperus
DeVries
Gronewold
Lee
Row
Schliemann

4th
Tabitha
Gaige
Michael
Caleb
Vivian
Joey
Kaleb
Grant
Jordan
Sophia

Grade
Arneson
Bartling
Branham
Buus
Englund
Grunewaldt
Karels
Larson
Lister
Siemonsma

5th
Charlee
Brenner
Shae
Adoniram
Kayley
Dominick
Madeline
Jackson
Coryn

Grade
Anderson
Brink
Fiala
Franchuk
Gwinn
Karels
Larson
Westerbur
Wolff

Honor Roll First Quarter (GPA 3.5 – 4.0)
SENIORS
Rachel
Aberson
Lauren Adams
Calle Anderson
Chantel
Brende
Travis Cuperus
Amellia
Hammond
Brittany Hazel
Tiffany Juhnke
Alexis Ketcham
Chaden
Roggow
Brant Rusche
Drew Stadem
Zachary
VanEck

JUNIORS

SOPHMORES
MaKenzie
Samuel Brown
Boeve
Sydney
Hannah Even
Bossert
Michael
Sydnie Fiala
Eggum
Rick
Kayla Kappler
Kittelson
Alexandra
Rayanne Liester
Knopf
Brigette Nelson
MaKay Paszek
Jayden
Pittmann
Kate Solberg
Tessa
Steinmiller
Brooke
VanDam
Madison
VanWyhe
Houston
Wentzel

Alexia Miller
Samuel
Muston
Caleb
Schneider
Alexa
Schroeder
Russ
Steinmiller
Isaak
Swartwout

FRESHMEN
John Ditter
Shelby Dosch
Cobain
Goehring
Amber
Hartman

8TH GRADE
Ella
Branham
Connor
Dilley

7TH GRADE

6TH GRADE

Sophia Almont
Riley Dobbins

Hope Bonrud
Christopher
Branham

Allyson Ely

Nathan Cortes

Berklee Erickson

Trenton Cuperus

Emma Even

John Gronewold

Katy Liester

Emily Ditter
Amelia
Englund
Tyler
Hartman

Avery Norbye
Makayla
Olson

Gavin Holt
Brady
Hookie

Cooper Goehring

Madison Kennedy

Caleb Kittelson

Briley Kick

Samuel Sittig

Julia Jenks
Kendra
Kappler
Bobbi
Lovstad
Colby
Malsam
Bodie
Murray
Easton
Nordbye
Kylie
Schneider
Jenna
Skadsen
Nadia Snow
Philip Wolff

Tess Liester
Jacqueline
McIsaac

Matt Muston

Delaney Murray

Carson Roach

Julia Pittmann
Kameron
VanWyhe

Gunner Schultz
Andrew
Tommeraasen

Riley Thorpe
Breanna
Turner
Sarah
VanLiere
Hope Weber
Saige Wirkus

Gage Olson

Merit Roll First Quarter (GPA 3.0 – 3.49)
SENIORS

JUNIORS

SOPHMORES

Nala Almont

Brock Aaker

Ben Clark

FRESHMEN
Grayson
Anderson

8TH GRADE
Jaleigh
Breen

7TH GRADE

6TH GRADE

Bryston Ahrendt

Adam Englund

Mychaela
Anderson
Damon
Ayersman
Michael Clark
Tanner DeLoy
Lathon
Gorospe
Eric Mohr
Kaleb Parajuli
Madison Polzin
Nicholas
Schmidt
Bo Teveldal
Alex Todd
Joe Weber
Brendon
Wilson
Kadin Wolff

Carrington
Entringer
Lexus Gorospe
Mackenzie
Ketcham
Jacob Knopf
Keaton
Lenderts
Cooper
McGreevy
Nikya Owens
Emilee
Pederson
Zachary Pelley
Collin Richarz
Ethan Roggow
Jaren Schmidt
Brishan Sells
Jeffrey Steele
Jayda
Tidemann

Zach Hefty
Zachary
Hazel

Kelcie
Hitzeman
Mara Land
Zachary
Polzin
Zach Roggow

Zane
Hansen
Jacob
Hotzler
Kaylee
Leffring
Abby
Thompson

TayAnn Bartling

Kennedy Krull

Presley Kick

Alexis Lundstrom

William Krum

Max McGreevy

Samantha Polzin
Damon TschetterAeilts

Hayley Newburn

Andrew VanDam
Kyle Wentzel

Jevan Schmidt
Jacie Wendland

Stella Wiseman

Anna Peterson

Pictured left to right:

Rachel Aberson, Chantel
Brende, Lauren Adams, Brant
Rusche, Chadden Roggow, Drew
Stadem, Maddie Polzin, Tiffany
Juhnke, Alexis Ketcham.

To be eligible for NHS a student must have a cumulative grade point
average of 3.25 or above through 1st semester of their Junior year,
then complete the application process which is based on Scholarship,
Leadership, Service and Character. The NHS faculty council which
reviews the applications, then those selected are inducted at our
Induction Ceremonies in April.
Each National Honor Society Chapter must conduct a service project
for their school or community. This year Baltic National Honor
Society has been busy with the following activities:
 Helped set up and tear down the “Flags Across America”
display at the first home football game provided by Maximum
Promotion.
 Helped move the Baltic Food Bank to their new location and
take inventory. Went and packed lunches for “Lunches
Served”.
 Took part in “Project Warm Up” making tie blankets for the
less fortunate students in the surrounding area.
 Decorated our school for the Holiday season.
 The Angle Tree once again for our local families in
need. Which was a total success due to all the support from
our community we were able to help 16 families this holiday
season.
 Upcoming activities will be running our Blood Drive which is
scheduled for Wednesday March 8th at the school. And helping
at the Fireman’s soup dinner. Our induction ceremonies for
this year will be April 17th.

Baltic schools
Champions On track
Trustworthiness
Be reliable, loyal and keep promises

Respect
Always do what you say you will do

Accountability
Accept and include others

Citizenship
Respect authority and obey laws, improve your community

Kindness
Be caring and compassionate to others and treat them fairly

