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Malaysia, Turkey, Pakistan to launch TV
The governments of Pakistan, Turkey 
and Malaysia will launch a BBC type 
English television channel to high-
light the issues of Muslims and fight 
Islamophobia in the West, according 
to media reports.

The channel proposal was discussed 
at a meeting between Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and Pakistan premier Imran 
Khan on the sidelines of the 74th 
United Nations General Assembly in 
New York. 
Taking to Twitter, the prime minister 
shed further light on the project say-
ing the English language TV Channel 
will be like BBC which will highlight 
the issues faced by the Muslim world.

“We felt that many reports about 
Islam and Muslims were inaccu-
rate, and do not portray what Islam 
preaches. They label Muslims as 
terrorists for example, and the world 
accepts it as the truth when Islam is 
not a violent religion,” Mahathir said.

“We feel there must be an effort to 
explain what Islam is so that there is 
no confusion and it won’t be accused 
of being a religion that promotes 
terrorism,” the Malaysian prime 
minister said.

He said the 
effort will be 
spearheaded by 
the informa-
tion depart-
ments of the 
three countries 
without giving 
the possible date 
of the channel’s 
launch.

Under the joint venture, web series 
and films will be produced to spread 
knowledge on Islamic history, the 
News International quoted Khan as 
saying.

“Mis-perceptions which bring people 
together against Muslims would be 
corrected; issue of blasphemy would 
be properly contextualised; series and 
films would be produced on Muslim 
history to educate/inform our own 
people and the world; Muslims would 
be given a dedicated media presence,” 
Khan said.

Speaking of hatred towards Muslims 
in his address to the UNGA, Khan 
said Islamophobia had grown apace 
after the September 11, 2001 attacks 
in the United States.

“There are 1.3 billion Muslims in 
the world. It is creating a division, 

he said. “Muslim women wearing 
Hijab has become an issue in some 
countries. It started after the 9/11 
[attacks].”

He maintained that terrorism had 
nothing to do with any religion. He 
said Muslims were being margin-
alised in Europe.

“We all know marginalisation leads 
to radicalism,” he said, adding that, 
“We must address this issue. No 
religion preaches radicalism.”

MARRIAGE
A few interesting 
GLOBAL OPINIONS ABOUT MAR-
RIAGE : 
 
After marriage, husband and wife become 
two sides of a coin, they just can’t face 
each other, but still they stay together. 
– Al Gore  
 
By all means marry. If you get a good wife, 
you’ll be happy. If you get a bad one, you’ll 
become a philosopher. 
– Socrates  
 
Women inspire us to great things, and 
prevent us from achieving them. 

– Mike Tyson  
 
I had some words with my wife, and she 
had some paragraphs with me. 
– Bill Clinton  
 
“There’s a way of transferring funds that 
is even faster than electronic banking. It’s 
called marriage.” 
– Michael Jordan  
 
A good wife always forgives her husband 
when she’s wrong. 
– Barack Obama 
 
When you are in love, 
Wonders happen. 
But once you get married, 
You wonder, what happened
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Dallas Events

Telangana Peoples association of Dallas 
(TPAD) invites you and your friends and 
family to attend Mega Bathukamma & Dasara 
Sambaralu-2019 on Saturday, October 5th 
2019  at Allen Event Center, Allen, TX.

Event Schedule
12:00 PM - 4:30 PM: DFW Cultural Talent
4:30 PM - Midnight: Bathukamma-Dasara/
Durga & Jammi Puja/Musical Bonanza

Let us celebrate with over 10,000 people in 
indoor stadium with state of the art audio/

video, stadium seating, well decorated for the 
occasion, at TPAD’s Bathukamma & Dasara 
Sambaralu-2019 you are the celebrity, come 
and play Bathukamma with traditional songs, 
celebrate Dasara with Durga & Jammi Pooja, 
enjoy authentic 

Telangana cuisine, join the dance floor with 
live music by popular singers, vendor booths 
and door prizes too.

FREE ENTRY AND FREE PARKING

For information please visit tpadus.org
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 OCI Application Process Simplified
Embassy of India

                                       Washington DC

The Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) appli-
cation process in USA is being simplified 
with effect from September 20, 2019.

Instead of a two-step application pro-
cess, the applicant will now submit the 
OCI application form and upload related 
documents directly at the Government of 
India website (https://ociservices.gov.in/
welcome).

Beginning September 20, 2019, there will 
also be no restriction of Consular Juris-
diction for OCI applicants. The applicant 
will be free to apply at Indian Embassy 
Washington DC or any of the Consulates 
General of India (CGI) in Atlanta, Chi-
cago, Houston, New York or San Fran-
cisco. While submitting the application 
on the Government of India website, the 

applicant will need to select the location 
where he/she wants the OCI application to 
be processed.

On completion of online application pro-
cess, the applicant should print the form, 
related documents and affidavits and sub-
mit them at the Outsourcing Partner, Cox 
& Kings Global Services (CKGS) office in 
the selected location.

 
Details regarding the form filling process, 
requirement of documents and payment of 
fees, can be checked at the CKGS website 
(https://www.in.ckgs.us/oci/how-to-
apply).

‘We need action’: Maleeha Lodhi urges UN to 
prevent bigger crisis in occupied Kashmir

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations 
Maleeha Lodhi has called for action on part 
of the UN to deal with the crisis-like situation 
stemming from India’s “illegal” annexation of 
occupied Kashmir and to push for the imple-
mentation of the Security Council resolutions 
that pledged the right of self-determination to 
the Kashmiri people.

In an interview with Consortium News, an 
independent American media outlet, she 
highlighted the gravity of the situation in the 
disputed region where people have been suffer-
ing under a military lockdown for over a month, 
and urged UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres to take steps to prevent a bigger crisis 
in South Asia.

“What has happened in occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir is certainly a flashpoint,” Ambassador 
Lodhi said, noting that the secretary general 
and other UN officials have made statements 
in the wake of the ongoing crisis that called for 
a settlement of the Kashmir dispute through 
dialogue between India and Pakistan in ac-
cordance with Security Council resolutions and 
UN Charter provisions. “But we need action. 
We just don’t need words. We need action,” she 
emphasised.
“There are already tensions which are at a peak 

between India and Pakistan and 
the situation can snowball into 
a much bigger crisis,” the envoy 
warned.
“So, I think, the UN certainly has 
long-standing obligations, and it 
also has immediate obligations, 
including ending the human 
rights violations that are going 
on.”
Ambassador Lodhi said Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was “abso-
lutely right” in repeatedly warn-
ing that the situation in Kashmir 
could turn into a bigger crisis. “This is a very 
fraught situation,” she said.

About the UN chief ’s role, the Pakistani envoy 
said his offer to mediate the Kashmir dispute 
has repeatedly been rejected by India.
“So, where are we right now? India refuses to 
talk to Pakistan, India refuses to accept media-
tion whether it is mediation offered by President 
(Donald) Trump or it is offered by UN secretary 
general, and India refuses to abide by its hu-
man rights commitments [...] This is a litany of 
‘no, no, no’ to everything except to repression, 
oppression, violations and acting with impu-
nity which its occupation forces are doing in 
Kashmir.”

Asked about the Pakistan Army’s statement 
pledging to exercise all options for Kashmir, 
Lodhi said: “I think that the intent of that state-
ment was to say that we will stand by the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir, they are not alone, that 
we would continue to be their protector and 
that we would continue to speak out for them 
and [do] whatever we can do and that all diplo-
matic and political options will be exercised by 
Pakistan which is exactly what we are doing.”
About the possibility of a nuclear conflict be-
tween India and Pakistan, she said that Islam-
abad does not wish to see any kind of conflict. 
Pakistan, she added, is a responsible nuclear 
state.
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Mufti Umer Esmail passed away
Mufti Umer Esmail,  former Imam 
of The Islamic Center of Lake Travis, 
Former Imam of Nueces Mosque, has 
passed away at the age of 45 in Austin, 
TX. May Allah shower his mercy on 
him and give patience to the family. 

The entire Austin Muslim Community 
extends it deepest condolences and 
most sincere prayers on the pass-
ing of our dear Imam, Sheikh, Mufti 
Mohamed-Umer Esmail; Imam of 
The Islamic Center of Lake Travis and 
former Imam of Nueces Mosque. 

Mufti Umer, has been a cornerstone of 
the Austin Muslim community for de-
cades, serving and leading by example. 
He was a source of benefit to his com-
munity and students all around the 
world, and cared for everyone from all 
walks of life.

We are a community characterized by 
our mutual concern and care for one 
another, such that the Prophet (saws) 
said:   

“The believers, in their love, mutual 

kindness, and close ties, are like one 
body; when any part complains, the 
whole body responds to it with wake-
fulness and fever.” [Muslim]
May Allah SWT encompass him in 
His Mercy, fill his grave with light, 
and raise him in ranks to Jannat-ul-
Firdaus. May Allah SWT grant ease 
to his dear wife, his daughters, and 
all who loved him and fill their hearts 
with solace and patience. Ameen, 
thumma ameen.
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Howdy Modi faced immense protests in Houston
Buses ferrying protesters began arriving at Crowne Plaza hotel from various pick-up 
points in Houston and from as far as Dallas, too. Soon, there were thousands of protes-
tors squeezed into the designated, barricaded area—while the Houston police lined up 
grim-faced and watchful, some on foot, others on horseback.

The volunteers at the entrance of the protest here handed out at least four different kinds 
of T-shirts for free. Mr. Azhar Azeez andImam Omar Suleiman addressed the protestors.

The side facing the auditorium abounded with placards and banners with messages 
ranging from denunciations of lynchings and caste-based violence in India to the recent 
communication blockade in Kashmir to the National Registrar of Citizens (NRC) deten-
tion centres in Assam, and of RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) and Modi himself.

The protest was teeming with Kashmiri flags, and yellow Khalistani ones as well, and 
angry chants and slogans rang out through the numerous megaphones. While the major-
ity of protestors were of South Asian origin, there was a significant presence of Whites, 
Latinos and African Americans too.

There were some protestors whose parents were actually attending the event.
Most of the protestors were from Houston (which has a large South Asian population, 
especially in suburbs like Sugarland), and many others had travelled from various parts 
of Texas, including Austin, El Paso, and Galveston. Some had travelled from states as 
distant as New York and New Jersey. 

Soon, a band arrived, replete with sax and drums, protest songs played out alongside the 
reverberating slogans, as some of the protesters flocked to the centre of the music and 
danced to the beats. By this time, the heat was positively scorching and many sought 
shelter under shaded areas and in the adjoining parking lot, as volunteers scurried to 
distribute water and juice.

The protest ended around 1pm local time, and the many buses that lined up the adjoin-
ing Kirby Drive to carry protestors back to their homes soon caused a traffic jam. The 
police had to then close the street to other traffic.

Sahil Wajid Quartz India
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There is a growing concern about “Sharia” across Ameri-
ca. Twenty two US states have already banned Sharia Law. 
Anti-Sharia rallies planned by “Act for America” held in 
several cities across the country. These rallies will gener-
ate a lot of fear and animosity towards Muslim Americans 
and there might be a surge of harassment of fellow Ameri-
cans on the streets, schools, and other places. Anti-Sharia 
movement, commonly known as “American Laws for 
American Courts,” is promoted by an anti-Sharia lawyer 
and activist David Yerushalmi. He has written reports 
and drafted the model legislation emphasizing that Sharia 
is one of the greatest threats to American freedom.  A 
religious minority, with one percent of the US popula-
tion cannot change the US legislative process which is 
well established in last 250 yrs. How can Sharia laws be a 
threat to USA.
All Muslim Americans have pledged allegiance to the 
constitution of the USA and abide by the US Laws. No 
Muslim individual, group or organization can change 
these laws on their own. No shariah law can be imple-
mented in US without due process.
I have been discussing the myths and realities of Sha-
riah Law in US for last 3 years and have addressed many 
groups in inter faith meetings, rotary club, churches and 
police department.
There is a distinction between Sharia and Shariah Law. 
Sharia is not a law, but a set of principles for the Mus-
lim guidance based on Holy book Quran and Prophet 
Muhammad’s(PBUH) sayings. Sharia is a way of life prac-
ticed by Muslims who follow religion Islam just like Jews, 
Christians and Hindus follow their religious practices. 
The sole purpose of Sharia is to create a society for pro-
tection of Human Life, family, property, human dignity, 
freedom of religion and to establish justice. 
Personal Sharia is not a law. It includes basics, such 
as Saying ‘salaam’ to greet each other, Taking time for 
prayers, Fasting during the month of Ramadan, Giving 2 
½ % of savings to charity, Eating Zabiha (kosher) meat, 
Avoiding alcohol, Avoiding taking interest, Honor parents 
and elderly, Observing rituals of marriage and rituals of 
burial. When Muslims say they want to practice Sharia 
law, they mean they want to follow Sharia guidelines. 
Defining sharia as a threat, therefore, is the same thing as 
saying that all observant Muslims are a threat. 
Public Sharia ( Sharia laws- Fiqh) on the other hand 
is applicable to community at large. Such as marriage, 
Marriage gift (Mahr), divorcé, inheritance, business or 
personal contracts). This also includes punishment for 
rape, theft and murder etc. The practices like cutting the 
hands of the thieves, lashing or stoning the adulterers, 
forcing women to wear face veil and denying equal rights 
for women as the crude form of Sharia implemented in 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Iran, Afghanistan and few other 
Muslim majority nations. But in reality, many of these 
practices are not mentioned in the Quran and except the 
above mentioned few countries very few Islamic coun-
tries implemented these laws, It is more culture based 
and interpretation of specific groups, not endorsed by all 
Muslims. As for other scary stories attributed to sharia 
like honor killings and female genital cutting, these are 
cultural practices and not Islamic.
Those opposing sharia law believe that Islam promotes 

certain primitive laws that destroys human dignity, 
degrades women, ostracizes non-Muslims and prescribe 
harsh penalties for adultery, stealing and murder. Some 
lawmakers are concerned that sharia laws may influence 
American courts and courts may not follow American 
laws. There’s no evidence of it, but a few GOP legisla-
tors want to make sure foreign influence never stands a 
chance. The main emphases that court’s ruling “should 
not be based on foreign law if the application of that law 
would violate a right guaranteed by the United States 
Constitution”. There is no evidence that courts are deviat-
ing from this mandate. American courts follow American 
laws.    
Common use of sharia in American courts is in the 
enforcement of Muslim marriage contracts. Like the 
majority of Americans, Muslims opt for a religious mar-
riage ceremony even though they have to register their 
marriage. At the time of marriage as per Sharia the couple 
sign a contract which includes a payment (Mahr) from 
groom to the bride. In case of dispute America judges 
ensure the validity of contract and expectation of par-
ties. Sharia law is utilized in US courts as the same way as 
Jewish law or canon law or any other law. Our constitu-
tions is a law of land and our judges are equipped with the 
constitutional framework to refuse to recognize a foreign 
law when necessary.       
Legislators sponsoring bills against Sharia in USA, 
evidently do not differentiate between Sharia and Sharia 
laws. The conservative Center for Security Policy, assert 
that all Muslims are bound to work to establish an Islamic 
state in the U.S. This assumption led to belief that all Mus-
lim in America are a national security threat. Muslims 
first moved to the Detroit suburb of Dearborn, nearly a 
century ago to work in Henry Ford’s factories. For most of 
the past 100 years, Dearborn has been home to the largest 
community of Arabs in the U.S. And yet after five or six 
generations, Dearborn’s Muslims have not sought to see 
the city run in accordance with sharia. Bars and the occa-
sional strip clubs continue to operate, and a pork sausage 
factory is located next to the city’s first mosque. American 
Muslims are not looking for the public Sharia (as prac-
ticed in Saudi, Iran or other Muslim majority nations) 
to be implemented in America. However, a few men and 
women saw the opportunity to oppose Sharia laws that no 
Muslim group or institution had even requested it to be 
implemented.                                                              
Conclusion:
 Politicians carelessly throw around a word sharia to 
scares voters. The Alabama state senator was moved by 
the danger posed by sharia to sponsor a bill banning it. 
When he was asked for a definition, he could not say 
what sharia was. In Tennessee, lawmakers sought to make 
“following sharia” a felony punishable by up to 15 years in 
prison -- until they learned that their effort would essen-
tially make it illegal to be Muslim in their state. 
All Muslims pledge allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States of America. They duly abide by the US laws. 
How can they be a threat to America? Muslims want to 
practice “Sharia” not “Sharia laws” and the first amend-
ment guarantees the freedom to practice their religion. 
Sharia does not pose any threat to USA and Sharia laws 
can not be implemented in USA.

Dr M. Basheer Ahmed is a former professor of Psychiatry 
South western medical school Dallas Texas and chair-
man emeritus of Muslim Community center for Human 
Services North Texas. He can be reached at 
mbahmed05@yahoo.com

SHARIA LAWS- MYTHS AND REALITIES
M Basheer Ahmed M.D.

September 15th, 2019, Sharia Law Presentation was conducted by MCCHS  Dr. Basheer Ahmed at First United Methodist Church of City of 
Kennedale. Organized by Azam Shaikh. Guests of Honor were Reverend Dr. Nelda Barrett Murraine, First United Methodist Church of Kennedale. 
City of Kennedale, Mayor Brian Johnson and City Council man Chris Pugh.
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Deputy Sandeep Dhaliwal dies after being shot from behind
HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) -- A deputy who was shot 
while conducting a traffic stop Friday has died at the hos-
pital, according to the Harris County sheriff.

Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said Deputy Sandeep Dhaliwal “was 
unable to recover from his injuries.”

“I’m sad to share with you that we’ve lost one of our 
own,” Gonzalez said. “There are no words to convey our 
sadness. Please keep his family and our agency in your 
prayers.”

In a follow-up news conference in front of the hospital, 
Gonzalez said Dhaliwal was the first member of the Sikh 
community to join the sheriff ’s office. The fallen deputy 
recently returned from a volunteer mission in Puerto 
Rico, the sheriff added.
Recounting a review of Dhaliwal’s dash camera, Lee said 
the deputy was speaking with the driver and it appeared 
to be conversational with “no combat, no arguing.” The 
driver’s door was even open at one point as Dhaliwal and 
the suspect were speaking.

The deputy shut the driver’s door and the driver remained 
in the vehicle. According to Lee, when Dhaliwal turned to 
walk back to his patrol car, the driver’s door opened and 
the suspect exits “almost immediately running with a gun 
already out.”

The dash cam captured the driver shoot Dhaliwal from 
behind, hitting him in the back of the head, Lee stated.

The suspect returned to his vehicle and drove away. 
Lee added a nearby resident who was doing yard work 
witnessed the traffic stop, and after shots rang out and the 
suspect drove off, rushed to help the deputy.

Lee then said he and other deputies arrived at the scene, 
reviewed the dash cam, took a photo of the suspect, and 
sent it out to colleagues to search for the person.

Law enforcement located the suspect, who was described 
as a Hispanic male, at a business less than a quarter-mile 
away from the neighborhood. Lee said a deputy saw him 
look nervous. After matching the description of the photo 
from the dash cam, the person was taken into custody.

The suspect was later identified as 47-year-old Robert 
Solis, charged with capital murder with no set bond.
It was revealed in court Saturday morning that just before 
his arrest, Solis was caught on surveillance video attempt-
ing to throw away the Glock 45 caliber semi automatic 
gun used in the murder outside a nearby business.

Prosecutors say Solis and his passenger told investigators 
Deputy Dhaliwal pulled them over for running a stop 
sign.

Solis has an extensive criminal history. He has been a 
wanted fugitive since 2017 for violating parole on a charge 
of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

He also has past charges for aggravated kidnapping, ag-
gravated robbery and driving while intoxicated.

A female who deputies said was also in the vehicle during 
the stop was also taken into custody. Her identity has not 
been released at this time.

Bushra Rahman Nishisth Hosted by Dr Amer Suleman in
Dallas Texas USA, Also seen are Rehan Qaiser and Tabinda  Siddiqui

Sandeep Dhaliwal with Indian Counsel General 
Houston Anupam Ray

By Rao Kamran Ali:
Almost two years ago; Ohio community decided to host congressman Mike Turner, an important Republican poised to be the majority leader on Armed Services 
Committee in 2021; and he became friends with our community.
Not only that he didn’t attend Modi show in Houston, he became one among few republicans who signed the letter on Kashmir issue written by Susan Wild and Jim 
Banks!!!
This is power of political activism which creates influence. We raise up our voice before others start telling our story!!!
Thank you all my friends who made it happen, thank you PAKPAC and most importantly thank you Mike Turner!!!!
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Two Muslim men say American 
Airlines canceled their flight to 
DFW because crew ‘didn’t feel 
comfortable’ flying with them

‘Airports are a scary place for Mus-
lims,’ says D-FW imam.

Kyle Arnold Dallas Morning news Sep-
tember  19 2019

Two Dallas-area Muslim men say their 
American Airlines flight was canceled 
because the crew “didn’t feel comfortable” 

after they waved to one another boarding 
a flight from Birmingham, Ala., to DFW 
International Airport.

When they got off, they said they were 
trailed by law enforcement officers, inter-
viewed by an FBI agent and had their bags 
searched again by TSA during their trip 
Saturday.

Abderraoof Alkhawaldeh, a Muslim mo-
tivational speaker from Irving, and Dallas 
nonprofit leader Issam Abdallah said it 
was a blatant act of racial profiling and 
they have filed a complaint with the U.S. 
Department of Transportation against Fort 
Worth-based American. They said they 
want to talk with the airline’s leaders about 
their treatment and what they say is an 
increasing number of cases of discrimina-
tion against Arabs and Muslims.

“It was the most humiliating day of my 
life,” Abdallah said, speaking Thursday 
at the Dallas-Fort Worth chapter of the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations.

American Airlines said the flight was op-
erated by Mesa Airlines, its Phoenix-based 

regional carrier.

American spokeswoman LaKesha Brown 
said the flight was canceled as a result of 
“concerns raised by a crew member and a 
passenger.”

“American and all of its regional partners 
have an obligation to take safety and secu-
rity concerns raised by crew members and 
passengers seriously,” she said in a state-
ment. “All customers on Flight 5886 were 
rebooked on the next flight to DFW. We’re 
committed to providing a positive experi-
ence to everyone who travels with us. Our 

team is working with Mesa to 
review this incident.”

Brown said the airline has 
reached out to Alkhawaldeh 
and Abdallah to “better under-
stand their experience.”

Imam Omar Suleiman (center) 
said airports are “a scary place 
for Muslims,” as racial profiling 

instances increase.(Lynda M. Gonzalez / 
Staff Photographer)

Mesa is independently owned and flies re-
gional jets under the American Eagle flag 
for American Airlines and United Express.

“The safety and security of our customers 
is our top priority, and we are conducting 
a thorough investigation of this matter,” 
Mesa spokesman Jack Heller said Thurs-
day.

American has been under fire during the 
last two years for alleged hostilities toward 
racial minorities. The NAACP issued a 
travel advisory in October 2017 for Amer-
ican Airlines after a string of incidents 
in which black passengers said they were 
discriminated against on flights.

In June, a Miami doctor said he was 
removed from an American flight for his 
Arab and Muslim appearance and for us-
ing a phone during takeoff. He is suing the 
airline in federal court. That same month, 
a black doctor and founder of a telemedi-
cine service said an American Airlines 
crew called her romper  inappropriate and 

told her to cover up or risk being kicked 
off her flight coming home from vacation 
to Jamaica.

Imam Omar Suleiman of Dallas said 
instances of racial profiling of Muslims are 
increasing, particularly at airports and on 
planes.

“Airports are a scary place for Muslims,”  
said Suleiman, who founded the Yaqeen 
Institute for Islamic Research in Dal-
las. “Especially with the rhetoric of the 
president.”

The men, who know each other from the 
local Muslim community, said they were 
traveling separately from a charity meeting 
in Birmingham. They were sitting in sepa-
rate sections and waved to one another 
while boarding.

During a flight delay because of mainte-
nance issues, Abdallah said he got up to 
use the restroom, and when he came out 
a flight attendant was standing unusually 
close to the restroom door.

The crew soon announced that the flight 
was canceled. Alkhawaldeh said he 
overheard a crew member saying it was 
canceled for security reasons.

When they got off the plane, law enforce-
ment officials were waiting for them. After 
some initial questioning, the men said 
they were let go but then tailed by a num-
ber of uniformed officers to a coffee shop 
and other areas.

After a few minutes, both men said they 
were again approached by law enforce-
ment and taken into a private interroga-
tion. They had their bags searched again 
by TSA officers.

Alkhawaldeh and Abdallah said while be-
ing interviewed by law officers, they were 
each told the flight was canceled because 
the crew didn’t feel comfortable flying 
with the two men. The fact that Abdallah 
flushed the toilet twice while using the 
airplane restroom also caused suspicion, 
Abdallah said he was told.

They were booked on a later flight along 
with many of the same passengers who 
saw them approached by law enforcement 
officials as the plane was emptied.

Alkhawaldeh said he flies with American 
often and is an AAdvantage Executive 
Platinum member, the company’s highest 
frequent flier ranking.

“This is absurd, unacceptable and un-
American,” Alkhawaldeh said.

Two Muslim men say American Airlines 
canceled their flight to DFW because crew 
‘didn’t feel comfortable’ flying with them

New Jersey Mayor Wonders if He Was 
Detained for Defending Ilhan Omar

“If they are doing this to an elected official, 
I can only imagine what they are doing to 
the average Muslim American or Hispanic 
American.”

 

Dean Obeidallah   09.20.19 daily Beast

The airport has long posed frustrating 
challenges for Muslim Americans, from 
being “randomly” selected for extra 
screening to being detained at the airport 
returning home.

But it appears the Trump administration 
has escalated harassment of Muslims at 
the airport to a new level when Customs 
and Border Protection

 the mayor of a New Jersey town hold-
ing him and his family for three hours, 
and confiscating his phone for nearly two 
weeks, returning it only after lawyers from 
the Council on American Islamic Rela-
tions threatened a lawsuit.

And the most disturbing part is that the 
motivation for these actions may have 
been, at least in part, to punish this elected 
official for vocally criticizing Trump and 
publicly defending two of Trump’s favorite 
Muslim targets, Reps. Rashida Tlaib and 
Ilhan Omar.

NEVER FLUSH THE TOILET ON AIRPLANE TWICE”

At a gathering in Seena One mosque, Burleson. From left: Bro Alamgir, , Azeem A. Quadeer, Yousuf Jhangda, Md Nasir, Dr Shoeb, Shahid Ahmed, Rafeeq Ahmed and Bro Shams
Seena One Mosque offers 5 times daily prayers and Friday prayers 
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Muslim Community Center Chicago celebrate Milestones 50th 
Anniversary was a tremendous Gala

Report and Pictures Syed Khalil 
Ullah
The Muslim Community Center, Chicago 
organization celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary on Saturday, September 21st, 2019 
with its annual gala, appropriately titled 
“To make MCC a Welcoming inclusive 
and well governed organization.” Held at 
the Skokie North shore Holiday Inn. The 
largest and oldest democratic Muslim 
organization in the Chicagoland area was 
founded in 1969. A group of a few mem-
bers of Muslim meets and Join together 50 
years ago and decide to open a Mosque for 
community needed.
Later that year, the name, Muslim Com-
munity Center Inc. was incorporated as a 
Not-for-Profit organization. It is one of the 
oldest and is considered the mother orga-
nization of many other American Muslim 
groups and mosques’ one of the premier 
centers of excellence in community ser-
vice, outreach and education for Muslims 
in the greater Chicago land area.

Sold-out event was a hit with more than 
1500 attendees. The attendance was so 
large and impressive. Congresswoman 
Jan Schakowsky, Mayor of Skokie George 
Van Dusen, Mayor of Morton Grove Dan 
DiMaria, Illinois Senator Ram Villivalam 
and several others elected official to attend 
the historic event.

The event was emceed by renowned 
Ash-har Qureshi. The event began with 
a stunning recitation of the Quran and 
translation by the MCC academy School 
student. Welcome and opening remarks 
were conducted by MCC President 
Kamran Hussain. He welcomes everyone 
explains about MCC outlined the goals, 
activities and highlighted Forthcoming 
activities. Mr. Kamran said,” Our Mus-
lim Community Center has grown in 
the last few decades and it now runs two 
additional mosques and schools educa-
tional center. We also offer many different 
programs to Muslims and non-Muslims in 
the Chicagoland area, including outreach, 
health screening programs, and counsel-
ing. Today we are honoring our founding 
members.”
Through the video documentary MCC 
shared its past and present activities and 
the upcoming exciting projects that it has 
been busy with over the past years.

A panel discussion was conducted, includ-
ing Q and A with the several Past Presi-
dents hosted by Ali Quadri. To learn and 
know their experiences and achievement.

Another panel of MCC’S 2nd Generation 
discussion was held hosted by Khadija 
Ahmed (Vice President of the MCC)

MCC Presented its Award to Am-
anat Ullah Ansari and Syeda Afifa 
Quadri. This award is for their com-
mitment to serving those in need, 
and their commitment to personal 
development and represented com-
munity roles.

Several organizations Support 
and Sponsor this event Including 
GIOGC, IFANCA, Zakat Foundation 
of America and many others.

Special Prayers were performed for found-
ing members those pass away few years 
ago.
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AAA-DC AND GOPIO-DC Celebrated 
Eleventh Independence Day Mushaira-Kavi Sammelan

The Aligarh Alumni Association-Metro 
DC (AAA-DC) in association  with the 
Global Organization of People of Indian 
Origin-Metro DC (GOPIO-DC) hosted 
a successful Yom-e-Azadi Mushaira/Kavi 
Sammelan,  celebrating 72nd Indepen-
dence Day of the Subcontinent at the 
Central Library Auditorium, Arlington on 
Sunday, 25th August 2019.  This year, four 
cultural community organizations—Asso-
ciation of Indian Muslims (AIM), National 
Council of Asian-Indian Associations, Inc  
(NCAIA, Inc.), Hyderabad Association of 
Washington Metro Area (HAWMA), and 
Center for Pluralism (CFP)—also co-
sponsored the program.  More than 150 
literary enthusiasts  flocked into the Audi-
torium to be part of this unique event.

 Greeting authors, poets, and audience, 
the Program Coordinator Dr. Zafar Iqbal 
said, “The goal of this annual program is 
to provide a forum where diverse people—
transcending political, religious, regional, 
and geographical boundaries—could 
assemble under the same umbrella and 
appreciate the Ganga Jamuni culture of 
the Subcontinent. In addition to sharing 
poetry, this event also recognizes local po-
ets and authors by releasing their recently 
published books. In the recent past, more 
than two dozen poets and authors have re-
leased their books through this program.”  
Dr. Razi Raziuddin, President AAA-DC 
and Dr. Renuka Misra of GOPIO-DC 
welcomed and thanked the participants 
and audience on behalf of their associa-
tions. They also applauded the increasing 
popularity of the program

 Dr. Moazzam Siddiqui, who retired 
as Chief of South-Asian and Far East 
Languages at Voice of America, gave an 
eloquent speech tracing the centuries-old 
tradition of Sanjhi Virasat (shared heri-
tage) in the Subcontinent.   He explained 
the genesis of Urdu through the mixing of 
Persian, Sanskrit, and other regional lan-
guages and emphasized its unmatched role 
in the freedom movement.  He empha-
sized that writers and poets from Muslim, 
Hindu, Sikh, and Christian communities 
all contributed to this cause, using Urdu 
as their medium of communication.  He 
lamented the current decline in the secular 
and tolerance ethos in India—the oldest 
melting pot.  “This situation is hopefully 
temporary and the ethos of Sanjhi Virasat 
shall come back,” he opined.

 Dr. Mike Ghouse expanded on the 
theme of Sanjhi Virasat by reciting a 
nazm (poem) evoking early  memories of 
celebrations of  festivals of all communi-
ties in his neighborhood.  He described 
his enjoyments of playing Holi and having 
sweets in Diwali, whereas his non-Muslim 
neighbors participated in Eid and other 
Muslim events.

 Language binds people, while poetry 
heals the hearts. Mushaira and Kavi Sam-
melan are Subcontinent’s tradition where 
the poets share their poetry with ac-
tive participating listeners. Urdu/Hindi 
together is the third most spoken language 

in the world after Mandarin and Eng-
lish. Urdu and Hindi languages are twin 
sisters, they use 75% similar words and 
are marching forward side by side in India 
and all over the world.  Invited poets from 
the Metro-Washington area recited their 
poetry, making people enjoy and reflect on 
the current social and community issues.  
The event brought the diaspora with mul-
tiple ethnic backgrounds together under 
the same umbrella. In addition, a special 
treat was the participation of Dr. Ashok 
Narayan, who has published a collection 
of his poetry Kasaye Dil and Shararey.  He 
retired from the Indian Administrative 
Service and came from India.  Participat-
ing poets (in alphabetical order) included: 
Dr. A. Abdullah, Dr. Ashok Narayan, Dr. 
Qaisar Abbas, Dr. Razi Raziuddin, Dr. 
Satyapal Anand, Dr. Vishakha Thaker, Mr. 
A Rahman Siddiqui, Mr. Gulshan Madhur, 
Mr. Qamar Kazmi, Mr. Rakesh Khandel-
wal, Mr. Sadiq Bajwa, Mr. Yusuf Rahat, 
Ms. Kiran Nath, Ms. Sukesh Chopra, Ms. 
Vandana Singh, and Ms. Vinita Tewari. 
The Metropolitan Washington area is very 
fertile in producing high caliber literary 
personalities and it is always a challenge 
to find adequate time  for each poet to 
enable him/her to recite even a representa-
tive quantum literary work . Well-known 
author and poet, Abdur Rehman Siddiqi 
chaired and analyzed poems recited by the 
poets and congratulated the organizers 
for the successful program. Afzal Usmani 
compered the poetry recitation session 
with remarkable literary skill.

 In keeping with the tradition of honoring 
authors and poets of Metro-Washington 
area, books of two poets—Rakesh Khan-
delwal and Gulshan Madhur—were 
released by Dr. Satya Pal Anand and Dr. 
Ashok Narayan, respectively.  Chairing 
this session, veteran poet, author, and 
critic, Dr. Anand commended the efforts 
of the authors and expressed his wish that 
similar programs to bringing people of 
different languages and culture under one 
roof will be continued. 

 The AAA-DC started this Independence 
Day annual Mushaira-Kavi Sammelan 
tradition more than a decade ago and GO-
PIO-DC joined the efforts soon after.  It is 
very gratifying to see that four other com-
munity organizations (AIM, NCAIA, Inc., 
HAWMA, and CFP) also co-sponsored the 
program this year. It was announced that 
the organizers were planning to have a 
cultural festival of South-Asian languages 
next year with the help of Montgomery 
and Fairfax Counties offices.

*Prepared with the help from Dr. 
Mike Ghouse.  Mr. Afzal Usmani 
provided photographs.
Zafar Iqbal, Ph.D.
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This Page is dedicated to Middle East News and 
events. 

If you like to have your event 
covered please contact 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com 
or WhatsApp 00 1-219-588-1538

                  MIDDLE EAST - PAGES          MIDDLE EAST - PAGES

On the Auspicious occasion of “TAHNIYATI MEHFIL”  Mr. Mumtaz Ali Akram Director Hitect International Company Jubail, KSA. Famous Shalimar and Mumtaz Group of Ho-
tels, CEO Mr. Mohammed Rafeeq, Worldwide famous PISTA HOUSE, CEO Mr. Mohammed Abdul Majeed receiving Award of Excellence by Shri. Khan Saheb Basha Nawaz Khan 
Special Metropolitan Magistrate Criminal Courts, Hyderabad Dist.& ‘Secunderabad. 

Embassy of India, Damascus celebrated ITEC Day - 55 glorious years of India’s devel-
opment cooperation efforts and capacity building programmes, of which Syria is an 
important partner. A successful event with participation of over 150 ITEC graduates and 
Syrian dignitaries including President of Planning Commission, Minister of Technol-
ogy, Governor, Dy Ministers, VC of Damascus University, President of Indo-Syrian 
Friendship Society, MPs, Members of Baath Party Leadership and many more. Cultural 
performances by a team of ITEC graduates was much appreciated:

Recently in Riyadh Telangana Gulf Non-Residence Employees Federation organised a 
seminar at Shalimar Family Restaurant Mr. Yousuf Uddin Amjad of (IDB) Islamic 
Development Bank, Jeddah Mr. Athar of Rida Restaurant, Dr. Syed N Masood of Success 
International Schools, Arct. Ahmeduddin Owaisi Sahab, President Global Bazm-e-Ite-
had, presided the function Engr. Aijaz Ahmed Khan from Jeddah & Mr. Sultan Mazha-
ruddin Member Managing Committee of IISR, Riyadh and many others from Telangana 
State participated. 

Kareemullah H. Biyabani with colleagues during Group’s Annual meeting at Royal Diwan 
Hall, Al-Faisaliah Hotel, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Kareemullah H. Biyabani with Honorable Mr. Zahid Ali Khan Sahab Editor-in-Chief of 
Siasat Daily Urdu News Paper (Hyderabad) at his residence in Hyderabad, India.

Consul General of India His Excellency Mohammed Noor 
Rahman Sheikh fin Riyadh with Dr. Syed N Masood
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Job Vacancies in the Gulf
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Job Vacancies in the Gulf
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IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

 Mayor of the great city of Chicago Ms. Lori Lightfoot , Senior U.S Senator Dick Durbin on the occasion of Mahayana GANDHI the Father of Nation 
of India ,

 Amzath Basha Deputy Chief Minister of AP state , seen in pictures is Waseem Ali who coordinated the meeting , Syed Noor , 
Esa Bin Obaid Misri , Waseem Siddiqui , Mukesh Patel and others

 Mohammed Azharuudin former India’s Cricket Captain and former Member of Parliament along with Cricketer Mohammed Asaduddin, Dr Prem Raj Yadav , 
Ali Masqati , Ali Masri , Esa Misri , Brother Shajan Antony Rector Little Flower High School , Mukesh Patel , Anas Bakai , Ashfaq Sharief , CoolDude Feroz body 
builder latter joined by Syed Noor , Waseem Ali and Mohsin Mohd Mohd

A Friend In Need a Friend Indeed , it perfectly suits Syed Noor .
. Congratulations Mohammed Azharuudin winning with 
thumping majority as President Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation. History is created ,in the state of Telengana
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Decision To Ban Mohammed Azharuddin 
Was A ‘Total Sham’: Outlook, Qiaser Mohammad Ali

Member Of BCCI’s Panel That Decided The PunishmentDecision To 
Ban Mohammed Azharuddin Was A ‘Total Sham’: Member Of BCCI’s 
Panel That Decided The PunishmentKamal Morarka, a member of the 
BCCI disciplinary committee that took the unprecedented decision to 
ban Mohammed Azharuddin on December 5, 2000, revealed that the 
decision was a sham as he had never signed the paper.
On the morning of November 21, 2012, two influential cricket administrators – a 
businessman and a politician – as part of a pre-devised strategy stopped Mohammed 
Azharuddin’s formal entry into the BCCI, despite the Andhra Pradesh High Court 
rescinding his match-fixing-related life ban. The same evening the BCCI formally 
invited him to its annual awards function at Taj Mahal Hotel in the same city, Mum-
bai, by sending him a proper invitation card. That is how, in a nutshell, the BCCI 
has treated Azharuddin over the years – by ruthlessly employing carrot-and-stick 
formula.

(Cricket News)

Wonder how the two administrators, who have since passed away, would have re-
acted on September 27, 2019, when 56-year-old Azharuddin became president of the 
Hyderabad Cricket Association (HCA), and virtually booked a ticket to attend the 
next month’s Board of Control for Cricket in India AGM as an HCA representative. 
The late politician-cum-cricket administrator, who had a finger in every cricketing 
pie, could not realise his ambition of becoming BCCI president while the other ad-
ministrator was known to find loopholes in the processes applied to the various conten-
tious issues and have his way in 1990s.

Kamal Morarka, a member of the BCCI disciplinary committee that took the unprece-
dented decision to ban Azharuddin on December 5, 2000, on Saturday congratulated the 
stylish batsman on winning the HCA election. He had dissented on the three-member 
panel’s decision, didn’t attend the crucial meeting, and didn’t sign the paper. On Satur-
day, he called the ban on Azharuddin a “total sham”.

ALSO READ: Cricket In Hyderabad Has Suffered A Lot, Want To Bring About A 
Change: Mohammed Azharuddin

The wheel has turned full circle for Azharuddin, who was much wronged by the BCCI 
and other external forces that worked overtime and consistently against him over the 
years, especially as he virtually had no political backing at the time. Some officials of 
the BCCI in particular played nasty games with him in the last seven years, since his 
exoneration by the court. On the one hand, the BCCI, state cricket associations, the 
government-run bodies, including the National Institute of Sports in Patiala, would 
invite him as chief guest. And, on the other hand, when the BCCI mandarins of all 
hues and colours – and of deep-rooted self-interests -- would get together in the BCCI 
boardroom, they, barring one or two, would gang up against Azhar and deliberately 
delay a decision on his life ban. Remember, a life ban, as per the old BCCI constitution, 
was initially only for three years, after which a banned player/official/association could 
appeal for reinstatement.

Morarka, who was a BCCI vice-president from 1996-97 to 2003-04, neither attended 
the crucial disciplinary committee meeting nor signed the minutes to ban Azharuddin 
on December 5, 2000. BCCI president AC Muthiah and Karnakata cricket association 
president KM Ram Prasad, the other members of the committee, took the decision to 
ban Azharuddin, and interesting called it “unanimous” in the minutes, a copy of which is 
in possession of Outlook.

“Certainly not [I didn’t sign]. It was a total sham. It was totally wrong. K. Madhavan was, 
of course, a high-profile man [a former CBI joint director]. Informally, he told me that 
India should set higher standards [in taking measures to check betting and match-fixing] 
than even South Africa and England. Even the disciplinary panel was scared of the press. 
I told Muthiah that it was a money matter. The charge against Azhar was that he had 
taken money, but forget the proof…proof toh tha hi nahi (there was no proof). There’s 
no proof in the CBI Report [of 2000 on match-fixing] also,” Morarka, a former Union 
minister, told Outlook on Saturday. 

“I said that in the current domestic season (2000-2001) he was already banned. I in-
formally suggested to lift Azhar’s ban the next season, and make it mandatory for him 
to train school students free for 30 days a year. I said let’s make use of his talent. They 
said ‘that is too light [a punishment], and that what the press would say.’ I said the press 
would say either way. They didn’t agree, and I excused myself. I was going out of Delhi, 
so I said you postponed the disciplinary committee meeting, and I will attend and record 
my dissent. But they didn’t postpone it and I didn’t attend,” recalls 73-year-old Morarka.

A former BCCI joint secretary had also admitted to this some years ago that BCCI of-
ficials were indeed under pressure to “act on match-fixing”. “There was immense public 
pressure on us. Some members were apprehensive that if a decision on match-fixing 
wasn’t taken, the public would beat them up when they come out of the hotel,” he had 

said.

Apart from Azharuddin, Delhi’s Ajay Sharma was also banned for his alleged involve-
ment in match-fixing, though a Delhi court, basing its verdict on Azharuddin’s Andhra 
Pradesh High Court judgement, rescinded his ban in May 2014. Cricketers Ajay Jadeja 
and Manoj Prabhakar, and India team physiotherapist Dr Ali Irani were handed five-
year suspensions while India wicketkeeper Nayan Mongia and Delhi groundsman Ram 
Adhar were exonerated.

Let it be clear that all this is not being said on whether or not Azharuddin actually 
accepted money to underperform; this is just to state some facts. And one hard fact is 
that the BCCI appointed an external one-man inquiry commissioner, K. Madhavan, to 
inquire into match-fixing episode when its constitution did not have any provision to 
take that step. That rule was incorporated into the BCCI constitution exactly a month 
after the Board had appointed Madhavan as an inquiry commissioner.

Since the 2012 Andhra Pradesh High Court verdict, successive dispensations of the 
BCCI – headed by N. Srinivasan, Jagmohan Dalmiya, Shashank Manohar, and Anurag 
Thakur -- have dithered from taking a decision on Azharuddin’s formal reinstatement 
into the cricket fold. While imposing a ban on Azharuddin, the Disciplinary Committee 
had even forfeited the BCCI’s contribution to his benevolent fund that he had accumu-
lated as an India player, accrued till December 5, 2000. Will the BCCI now release his 
forfeited fund? And the BCCI has apparently not presented its highest accolade, Colonel 
CK Nayudu Award, to Azharuddin as, for the Board, he was a pariah at the time. Will a 
new BCCI set-up that takes charge on October 23 look at Azharuddin afresh? At least 
one present interim BCCI office-bearer called Azharuddin “my close friend” on Sep-
tember 27 immediately after the cricketer and his six-member panel swept the HCA 
elections.

And as far as the two senior administrators who had stalled Azharuddin’s reinstatement 
are concerned, they had no objection in sharing the limelight with the stylish batsman 
many times after stalling his entry in that working committee meeting on November 
21, 2012. “Since his case is very old, we will have to look into the sequence of events that 
have folded since 2000,” the businessman-turned-administrator had said at the meeting. 
The two officials only reflected the dual face of many BCCI mandarins. In his home state, 
Hyderabad, too Azharuddin was treated unfairly. He was not allowed to contest for the 
president’s post of HCA in 2017.

Another fact is that the BCCI’s treatment of Azharuddin, one of the most successful 
India captains who led the team in three World Cups, was far from transparent and hon-
est. After winning a favourable verdict form a double bench of the Andhra Pradesh High 
Court, Azharuddin applied to the BCCI for his formal reinstatement. But the BCCI nei-
ther formally reinstated him, not challenged the Andhra Pradesh court order in a higher 
court, i.e. the Supreme Court.

While the BCCI kept Azhrauddin hanging, he became a Member of Parliament from 
Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh on a Congress party ticket in 2009. Earlier, the Hyderabad-
based cricketer had turned to coaching, and recently a film was made on his life.

Azharuddin is relieved and his admirers are happy that he won the HCA president’s 
post. “I am very happy that Azharuddin has been elected. Circumstances have a way of 
doing justice. I am happy for him. He has been an outstanding leader of cricket and an 
outstanding example for the youth,” says Morarka.
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INTERNATIONAL  EXPO 
Conducted by Hanover Township

International Expo was con-
ducted by Hanover Township 
on September 21 at Senior 
Center in Bartlett. The event 
showed the cultural diversity in 
the Township and brought all 
cultures on one stage.
Expo included Entertainment, 
Art, Folk Dances, Singing, 
Food and lot more. Color-
ful presentations were made 
by different countries  which 
included Argentina, China, 
Colombo, Guatemala, India, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Poland and Venezuela. 
Abdul Gafoor and Farah Salam 
sang Indian Hindi songs. 
Devaki Janakirman performed 
Indian Classical and Folk dance. Food vendors were Dakshin 
Indian Restaurant, Torres Restaurant Group and Mumbai 
Cafe Naperville.
Prominent Indian attendees invited by Trustee Khaja 
Moinuddin were Khurram Syed, Syed Hussaini, Azeem 
A. Quadeer, Altaf Bukhari, Rafi Kidwai, Nazneen Hashmi, 
Mubashir Farooqi, Talat Khan, Gulam Samdani, Syed Zafar, 
Ameer Farooqui, Syed Zahid Hussain, Zaki Basalath, Faisal, 
Raees Yawar and others.

Journalist Mujeeb Osman with Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot

Hitesh Gandhi organized GANDHI SAMAJ OF 
CHICAGO on 9/28/19
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN CHICAGO
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Awrad-e-Eradath  
The Book Lauch of  Dr. Taufiq Ansari Ahmed in Chicago

Glendale Heights, IL. September 
29, 2019. 
According to the press release of 
Dr. Afzalurrahman Afsar, the 
founder and the Secretary General 
of Bazm -e- Arbab -e- Sukhan 
, Chicago, the Book Launch of 
Awrad-e-Eradath was successfully 
performed on Sunday, September 
29, 2019, at Glenside Public Li-
brary, in Glendale Heights, Illinois. 
Awrad-e-Eradath is a religious 
selection of Urdu Poetry written by 
the popular Ustad Poet  
Dr. Taufiq Ansari Ahmed, over a 
period of sixty years.  
The Book has a variety of subjects 
which includes Hamd, Munajaat,  
Naat, Manqabat, Qataat, Ruba-
yeaat, and even a new category of 
poetry, created by the scholarly 
poet, called 
‘ Hanqabat ‘ which encompasses all 
formats satisfying the taste of most 
demanding and loving fan. 
Dr. Muneer Uzzaman Muneer, a 
popular Urdu Poet and Scholar 
released the book at the grand 
gathering and highly praised the 
author and the contents. 
The Poet was presented bouquets 
, Shawls, and a Certificate of Ap-
preciation by the Representatives 
of the Organizations attending the 
event. 
The gathering was addressed by 

Guests of Honor including Mrs. 
Ghousia Sultana Noori, Mr. Nazar 
Naqvi, Prof. Ahmed Hakeem, and 
Dr. M.T. AliNiazee. Several promi-
nent personalities of Chicago 
Organizations also expressed their 
thoughts about the Book and the 
Author. 
Mr. Hashmat Sohail was the Emcee 
at the Book Launch Event. 
Photography was performed by the  
famous Music Melody founder, 
Singer, Organizer, and the IAA 
Director Mr. Ishaan Ahmed. Vid-
eography was arranged by the Poet 
Mr. Abid Raseed. Food arrange-
ments were done by the families, 
fans, and friends. 
This Book Launch Event was one 
of a kind in the Chicagoland which 
was made possible by the coopera-
tion and under the joint banner 
of Bazm e Arbab e Sukhan, The 
Osmanians USA, Bazm e Sukhan,  
Gahwara e Adab, Anjuman e I’ll 
o Adab, Urdu Times and was at-
tended by the Urdu Lovers. 
Dr. Taufiq Ansari Ahmed recited 
Munajaat and Naat in his own style 
which was highly applauded by the 
audience. 
The Book Launch Event finally 
concluded around 4:30 pm, at the 
Library by a Vote of Thanks from 
Mr.Shahed Khan of Bazm e Arbab 
e Sukhan.

ALL SAINTS’ 
ALLUMNI ASSOCIATION 

OF NORTH AMERICA  
 

Chicago, Sept 8th-,19: All Saints’ Allumni Association 
conducted a meeting to discuss its proposed Reunion 

Event at Chicagoland. The proposed date and location of  
the reunion event will be released soon.  

 
For further details about the  reunion event could  be 

emailed to  
Allsaintsalumni7@gmail.com  

Thanks  
Ameer Khan, President, ASAANA. 

Standing Committee members, L to R: Wajahat Faisal,  
Mohammed Basith,  Ameer Khan, Dr. Abdul Hai, Muz-
zafer Salauddin, Mohammed Ali, Siraj Ali, Basith Baig & 

Azeem Khan.
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Hundreds of devotees gathered to celebrates Festival of Ganesh Chaturthi
Asian Media USA ©
Chicago IL: Ganpati Bappa Morya! Regal 
Foundation, a non-for-profit organiza-
tion of Regal Jewels and Regal Sari and 
Regal Law group hosted its 6th annual 
Ganesh Chaturthi celebration, Starting 
Monday September 02, 2019 and conclud-
ing on Wednesday September 12, 2019 in 
Chicago. Hundreds of devotees flocked to 
Shree Ganesh Temple to have Darshan and 
get blessing from the God whose big attri-
bute is to remove evil and bring happiness 
in the lives of people.

 The idea of Devon Ka Raja was the brain 
child of Nirmal Shewakramani and his 
wife Gurbachanji. They had hefty back-
ing of Ramesh Mehtani of Resham and 
Hemant Brahmbhat of Hi India. This was 
the Sixth year in succession that Devon 
Ka Raja came and conquered the Devon 
Avenue with flourish and the credit goes 
largely to the trio and the huge army of 
devotees and a good number of volunteers 
who gave their selfless service and got 
recognition from Nirmal Shewakramani at 
the end.

 India is a land of Rajas and Maharajas, but 
mini-India Town on Devon Avenue that 
has thick Indian population, had none so 
far. A well minded community activist, 
inspired by the famous “Lal Bagh Ka Raja, 
event in Mumbai India, Regal Foundation 
started their community event as Devon 
Ka Raja (“King of Devon”) in response to 
the imminent need of a house of worship 
right on Heart Of India or Devon Avenue. 
The Raja was none other than popular 
Indian God, his highness, Shri Ganapati, 
designated as Sukh Karta (giver of hap-
piness) and Dukh Harta (destroyer of 
unhappiness- impediments.)

 Entire Puja was performed by Balaji Tem-
ple priest Sri Begur Nagendra Rao. His 
education from Rigveda Mula – Poorva 
and Apara Prayoga (8 yrs course on Hindu 
Philosophy, Hindu Tradition and Hindu 
Religious Rights) Sanskrit – Sahitya (8 yrs 
course in Sanskrit Scriptures and Litera-
ture)

 Community activists were led by presi-
dent of Hindi Lovers Club, Mrs. Gur-
bachan Singh, and many Devon area 

businessmen, friends and well-wishers 
joined in these celebrations.
They transported in a huge life size idol of 
Lord Ganapati, crowned it as Devon Ka 
Raja and placed in Shree Ganesh Temple 
of Chicago, 2545 W Devon Ave, Chicago, 
IL for the occasion. Nonstop 11 days, it 
was literally festive ‘Mela’ every day for a 
huge number of Indians flocking in not 
only from suburbs but also from neigh-
boring States of Indiana and Wisconsin.

Daily there were two prayers (Aartis) in 
the morning and evening with Bhajans, 
Garbas, special discourses and Prasads 
to everyone were other features of the 
celebrations.  The last day saw a special 
finally or ‘Visarjan’ procession symbolized 
by immersing the idol in water after the 
Aarti.

Hundreds of devotees and visitors joined 
the pomp grand procession fir for the di-
vine king of king, with live band. Through-
out the procession of hundreds of wor-
shipers were chanting and dancing as the 
festival sponsors hoisted the Lord Ganesh 
in decorated ‘Palakhi’ upon special open 
truck. 4 block of Devon street was closed
Along the route, King Shri Ganesh 
showered the surrounding businesses and 
homes with His blessings, pausing for a 
special prayer offering good wishes to 
Sahil Exclusive, Sukhadia’s Sweets, Hindi 
Lover’s Club, Udapi Palace, Uma Sarees, 
Punjabi Dhaba, India Sari Palace, Resham’s 
Handicrafts, NPHi-India Newspaper, 
Lakshmi Jewelers, Patel Handicrafts, Patel 
Brothers, Regal Traders, Fresh Farms 
International Market, Andaaz Jewelers, 
Joy Allukas, Kamdar Plaza, Raj Jewels, 
Vitha Jewels, Shewakramani Partnership, 
Uru-Swati Resturant, Regal Jewels, and 
Sari Sapne.

 After the procession the priest and 
worshipers bid Ganesh a final farewell 
as they submerged him into water. Local 
businesses along with countless volunteers 
dedicated hours of assistance, offerings of 
sweets, food and flowers, and praise to the 
Lord Ganesha, without whom this event 
would have been impossible. 

 After the overwhelming success and 

positive community response, Regal 
Foundation vowed to celebrate this event 
every year. The Ganesh Chauthurti has 
always been welcoming of participants of 
all faiths to come together and celebration 
of one of most well-known and revered 
Hindu gods.
In addition to hosting the annual Ganesh 
Chauturthi, Regal Foundation is striving 
to meet the needs of the community by 
establishing a permanent Ganesh Temple 
on Devon Ave.
Last but not least, the event couldn’t go 
smoothly and successfully without the 
hard work of Kaajal Shewakramani Gill 
and Rahul Gill they are family members.

Regal Jewels is a family owned and oper-
ated corporation, established in 1987. 
Spanning the retail and wholesale markets 
throughout now India and Pakistan, we 
have migrated through several countries 
before establishing ourselves in Chicago. 
We have proudly served the Chicagoland 
community for over three decades and 
through two generations.
Next event will be September 29 to Oc-
tober 7, 2019 Navratri, every day we have 
Puja, Bhajan, Aarti and Garba. Every day 
we have Garba competition and Prize 
winner, last day Oct. 5th Special Prize 
winner...
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How the Bodyguard of Saudi king 
 was killed in shooting

Riyadh (AFP) - A prominent bodyguard 
of Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has been 
shot and killed at a friend’s house in what 
has been described as a personal dispute, 
according to state media.

Major General Abdelaziz al-Fagham’s 
death triggered an outpouring of emotion 
on Twitter, with some condemning the 
killing of the Saudi ruler’s “guardian angel”.

Fagham, who was frequently seen by the 
king’s side, died Saturday evening in the 
western city of Jeddah, police in Mecca 
said in a statement carried by the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

A spokesman said that the gunman was 
shot dead by security forces, but that five 
officers were wounded in the melee that 
has shocked the kingdom, where gun 
violence is rare.

Police said the trouble broke out when 
Fagham was visiting a friend who was 
receiving guests at his home in Jeddah, the 
port city in western Saudi Arabia.

An acquaintance, Mamdouh al-Ali, 
entered the residence and an argument 
ensued.

“The conversation between Fagham and 

Ali escalated... Ali left the home, came 
back carrying a gun and fired at Fagham, 
injuring two others in the household, a 
Filipino worker and the brother of the 
house’s owner,” it said.

Ali “refused to surrender” and barricaded 
himself into the house, exchanging shots 
with security forces before he was ulti-
mately killed, it said.

The incident was triggered by a “personal 
dispute”, Al-Ekhbariya state television 
reported without giving further details.

It added that Fagham died in hospital 
from his injuries and that an investigation 
into the shooting had been launched.

The bodyguard, with his tall, slender bear-
ing, was well known among Saudis and of-
ten pictured attending closely to the king.

He also guarded the late King Abdullah, 
taking after his father who served under 
the former ruler for three decades.

The Okaz newspaper said the public took 
a liking to Fagham from the days when he 
guarded King Abdullah.

“With this, he gained the leadership’s trust 
and the love of the Saudis,” the paper said.

“News of the killing has come as a thun-
derbolt for Saudis, who were deeply sad-
dened by his death,” it said.

Okaz described him as “the most famous 
of all the royal guards” and said he was 
known for his vigilance and tact.

It said that he accompanied the king on 
all his travels, inside and outside of the 
kingdom.

Fagham will be buried near the Great 
Mosque in Mecca -- Islam’s holiest site.

Saudi Arabia opens to tourists
RIYADH (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia said  it 
would issue fines for 19 offences related 
to public decency, such as immodest 
dress and public displays of affection, as 
the Muslim kingdom opens up to foreign 
tourists.

The Interior Ministry decision accompa-
nies the launch of a visa regime allowing 
holidaymakers from 49 states to visit one 
of the world’s most closed-off countries. 
Till now, most visitors have been Muslim 
pilgrims and business people.

Violations listed on the new visa web-
site also include littering, spitting, queue 
jumping, taking photographs and videos 
of people without permission and playing 
music at prayer times. Fines range from 50 
riyals ($13) to 6,000 riyals ($1,600).

“The regulations are meant to ensure that 
visitors and tourists in the kingdom are 
aware of the law relating to public behav-
ior so that they comply with it,” a govern-
ment media statement said.

It said Saudi police had the sole responsi-
bility for monitoring offences and im-
posing fines, a comment that appeared 
to marginalize the kingdom’s religious 
anti-vice squads whose authority to pursue 
suspects or make arrests was curbed in 
2016.

The religious force, known as the mutawa, 
used to ensure people prayed five times 
a day in line with Muslim teachings and 
that women covered their heads. They also 
enforced bans on music, alcohol, gender-
mixing and women driving cars.

Alcohol remains illegal, which could deter 
some tourists. It also remains unclear if 
unmarried foreign men and women would 
be permitted to share a hotel room.

But the ban on women driving has been 
lifted and public entertainment, includ-
ing once banned cinemas, has flourished. 
Many restaurants and cafes have removed 
physical barriers separating genders and 
no longer stop serving customers at prayer 
times.

Some women now wear more colorful 
abayas, the loose fitting robes worn over 
their clothes that are usually black, or no 
longer wear the robes at all.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
who has spearheaded the social open-
ing and reforms to diversify the economy 
away from oil, said last year that women 
in Saudi Arabia did not need to wear a 
headcover or abaya as long as they dressed 
respectfully.

The changes have been viewed at home 
and abroad as proof of a progressive trend, 
although constraints remain and there 
have been no moves towards opening up 
a system that has kept the ruling Al Saud 
family firmly in control of political power.

The authorities have detained women’s 
rights activists for the past year amid 
a broader crackdown on dissent. The 
crown prince’s image abroad has also been 
tarnished by last year’s murder of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi inside the kingdom’s 
Istanbul consulate, and a devastating war 
in Yemen.

The Gulf country, which shares borders 
with Iraq to the north and Yemen to the 
south, boasts vast tracts of desert but also 
verdant mountains, pristine beaches and 
historical sites including five UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites.

(Reporting by Stephen Kalin; Editing by 
Edmund Blair)
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Recent Changes to Social Security in USA
For 2018, the basic structure of Social 
Security is the same in terms of how work-
ers are taxed and how benefits are calcu-
lated and paid. However, there are a few 
notable changes to be aware of, such as the 
gradually increasing full retirement age 
and several thresholds and other Social 
Security figures that adjust over time with 
inflation.

With that in mind, here’s a rundown of 
eight 2018 Social Security changes that are 
set to go into effect.

1. The full retirement age is increasing for 
some eligible seniors
The full or normal retirement age for 
Social Security benefits has been 66 years 
of age for some time now but is set to 
gradually increase to 67 for Americans 
born after 1954.

If you were born in… Your full retire-
ment age is…
1954 or earlier 66 years
1955 66 years, 2 months
1956 66 years, 4 months
1957 66 years, 6 months
1958 66 years, 8 months
1959 66 years, 10 months
1960 or later 67 years
Data source: Social Security Administra-
tion. Table by author.

The reason this is important now is that 
the change has begun to affect people who 
are reaching the age of eligibility for Social 
Security benefits. Specifically, Americans 
who will turn 62 in 2018 (born in 1956) 
have a full retirement age of 66 years and 
four months, and those who will turn 63 
in 2018 have a full retirement age of 66 
years and two months.

Here’s why this is important. Since most 
Americans claim Social Security before 
they reach full retirement age, this means 
that early retirement will have a more dra-
matic reduction. For example, if a worker 
with a full retirement age of 66 claims at 
62, he or she would face a 25% reduction. 
If their full retirement age is 66 years and 
four months, the reduction percentage 
would be 25.8%.

2. Finally, a decent cost-of-living adjust-
ment for retirees

The Social Security Administration an-
nounced a 2% cost-of-living adjustment, 
or COLA, for beneficiaries, starting with 
the Dec. 2017 payment.

This is the highest COLA in six years and 
is due to higher inflation — specifically, 
the rise in the CPI. However, this is still 
historically low. Social Security COLAs 
have averaged roughly 3.8% since the 
current method was implemented in 1975. 
Furthermore, for many retirees, this year’s 
increase could be consumed by rising 
Medicare Part B premiums.

3. Higher payments for beneficiaries
While many retirees will see some or all 
of their increase swallowed up by rising 
Medicare premiums, the COLA should 
produce higher checks for beneficiaries. 
The SSA estimates that the average retired 
worker will get a $27 raise to $1,404, and 
that the average couple receiving benefits 
will see their combined payments rise by 
$46 to $2,340.

Additionally, because of the higher tax-
able earnings cap from 2017, the maxi-
mum benefit is increasing significantly. 
The highest possible benefit payable to a 
worker retiring at their full retirement age 
is rising by more than $100 to $2,788 per 
month in 2018.

4. A slightly higher taxable earnings cap
Speaking of the taxable earnings cap, this 
is rising for 2018 as well. Each year, there 
is a maximum amount of wage income 
that is subject to Social Security tax. For 
2017, this maximum was set at $127,200 
— meaning that any amount of earned 
income above this threshold was not tax-
able for Social Security.

In 2018, the maximum taxable earnings 
amount is rising by $1,500 to $128,700, 
meaning that high-income individuals will 
end up paying more in Social Security tax 
than they did in 2017.

5. Disability thresholds are rising
Social Security pays disability benefits to 
more than 10 million people, and there are 
maximum amounts of income that people 
can still earn while collecting disability 
benefits. For 2018, these monthly thresh-
olds are rising slightly.

Type of Disability 2017 Threshold 
2018 Threshold
Non-blind $1,170 $1,180
Blind $1,950 $1,970
Data source: Social Security Admin-
istration. Table by author.

6. So are SSI payments
There are two Social Security dis-
ability programs — Social Secu-
rity Disability Income (SSDI) and 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI). SSDI 
payments are based on a beneficiary’s 
work record, just like retirement benefits.

On the other hand, SSI payments are 
based on a standard payment amount. For 
2018, the SSI federal monthly payment 
standard is increasing.

Status 2017 2018
Individual $735 $750
Couple $1,103 $1,125
Data source: Social Security Administra-
tion. Table by author.

7. The earnings test limits are going up
If you claim Social Security before reach-
ing full retirement age and are still work-
ing, the amount of money you earn could 
potentially reduce your Social Security 
benefits.

This is known as the Social Security earn-
ings test, and there are two different ver-
sions of the test, depending on your age.

If you will reach full retirement age after 
2018, $17,040 in earnings ($1,420 per 
month) will be excluded from consider-
ation. Beyond this threshold, your retire-
ment benefits can be reduced by $1 for 
every $2 in excess earnings.
If you will reach full retirement age dur-
ing 2018, $45,360 in annualized earnings 
($3,780 per month) are excluded. Beyond 
this threshold, your retirement benefits 
can be reduced by $1 for every $3 in excess 
earnings. For this test, only the months 
before you reach full retirement age are 
considered.
If your benefits are withheld because of 
the earnings test, it could permanently 
increase your benefit once you reach full 
retirement age, so this money isn’t neces-
sarily lost.

8. Social Security “credits” represent more 
earnings
As a final Social Security change for 2018, 
the “credits” workers need to earn to 
qualify for benefits are getting a little more 
expensive.

Specifically, in order to be eligible for a 
retirement benefit, you need to earn 40 
Social Security credits, up to a maximum 
of four per year. In 2018, each credit rep-
resents $1,320 in earnings, so you’ll need 
to earn at least $5,280 in order to earn the 
four possible credits for the year.

The biggest changes could be yet to come
Social Security isn’t exactly in the most 
sustainable financial condition, and is 
expected to run out of money by 2034 un-
less something is done to fix the problem. 
This would likely mean either a benefit 
reduction or Social Security tax increase, 
or some combination of the two.

The point is that while nothing changed 
regarding the basic tax and benefit struc-
ture of the Social Security program for 
2018, there’s a strong possibility that major 
changes could be on the horizon.

The $16,122 Social Security bonus most 
retirees completely overlook
If you’re like most Americans, you’re a few 
years (or more) behind on your retirement 
savings. But a handful of little-known 
“Social Security secrets” could help ensure 
a boost in your retirement income. For 
example: one easy trick could pay you as 
much as $16,122 more… each year! Once 
you learn how to maximize your Social 
Security benefits, we think you could retire 
confidently with the peace of mind we’re 
all after.

Doctors in India are stunned by baby born
 with 4 legs and 3 hands

A 24-year-old woman in India was 
shocked to deliver a set of twins, one of 
whom had four legs and three hands. The 
other twin was perfectly healthy, leading 
doctors to believe the woman was initially 
pregnant with triplets when one baby ab-
sorbed extra limbs from the third unborn 
fetus.

The first-time mother hadn’t had any 
medical checkups throughout her preg-
nancy and had no idea she was at one 
point expecting triplets, let alone that she 

would be giving birth to twins. 

She and her husband are described by 
Metro as laborers, which may explain why 
they did not have the time or money to 
visit doctors before giving birth.

The couple said they were scared for their 
daughter, but despite a minor breathing 
issue — caused by the extra limbs grow-
ing out of her abdomen — she is in stable 
condition.
The baby will be transferred to another 

hospital in India to undergo an operation, 
and doctors say they feel confident that the 
extra limbs can be safely removed during 
surgery. This case is believed to be the first 
instance of two naturally born triplets be-
ing conjoined. 

Earlier this year, 2-year-old Pakistani twins 
who were conjoined at the head were suc-
cessfully separated. In August, 3-year-old 
conjoined twins in Budapest were also 
safely separated during a 30-hour surgery.
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As they build India’s first camp for illegals some 
workers fear detention there                            

GOALPARA, India (Reuters) - Across a 
river in a remote part of India’s northeast, 
laborers have cleared dense forest in an 
area equivalent to about seven soccer fields 
and are building the first mass detention 
center for illegal immigrants.

The camp in the lush, tea-growing state of 
Assam is intended for at least 3,000 detain-
ees. It will also have a school, a hospital, a 
recreation area and quarters for security 
forces - as well as a high boundary wall 
and watchtowers, according to Reuters 
interviews with workers and contractors at 
the site and a review of copies of its layout 
plans.

Some of the workers building the camp 
said they were not on a citizenship list 
Assam released last week as part of a drive 
to detect illegal immigrants. That means 
the workers could themselves end up in 
detention.

Shefali Hajong, a gaunt tribal woman from 
a nearby village, said she was not on the 
list and will join nearly two million people 
who need to prove they are Indian citizens 
by producing documents such as birth and 
land ownership certificates dating back 
decades.

If they fail to do so, they risk being taken 
to detention camps like the one being 
built. The government says there are hun-
dreds of thousands of illegal immigrants in 
Assam from neighboring Muslim-majority 
Bangladesh, but Dhaka has refused to ac-
cept anyone declared an illegal immigrant 
in India.

Shefali, who belongs to the indigenous 
Hajong tribe, said she was tense because of 
the situation.

“But I need to fill my stomach,” she said 
in the local Assamese dialect as she used 
a hoe to feed stones into a concrete mixer. 
She and other workers make about $4 a 
day, which is considered a decent wage in 
the impoverished area.

She said she didn’t know her exact age 
and believed it was about 26, adding that 
she did not know why she wasn’t on the 
citizenship list. “We don’t have birth cer-
tificates,” said her mother, Malati Hajong, 
also working at the site.

The camp, near the town of Goalpara, is 
the first of at least ten detention centers 
Assam has planned, according to local 
media reports.

“People have been coming here every 
other day from nearby villages asking for 
work,” said Shafikul Haq, a contractor in 
charge of building a large cooking area in 
the camp.

The mammoth Supreme Court-ordered 
exercise to document Assam’s citizens has 
been strongly backed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment that came to power in New Delhi 
five years ago. Critics say the campaign is 
aimed at Muslims, even those who have 
lived legally in India for decades.

Many Hindus, mostly poor and ill-edu-
cated, are also not on the citizenship list 
released last week.

BRINK OF CRISIS

“Assam is on the brink of a crisis which 
would not only lead to a loss of nationality 
and liberty of a large group of people but 
also erosion of their basic rights - severely 
affecting the lives of generations to come,” 
Amnesty said in a statement.

India’s foreign minister has called the 
citizenship verification exercise an “inter-
nal matter”. An Indian foreign ministry 
spokesman said those not in Assam’s 
citizenship roster “will not be detained 
and will continue to enjoy all the rights 
as before till they have exhausted all the 
remedies available under the law.”

The federal government and the local 

Assam government did not 
respond to questions about 
the camps.

From Goalpara town, the 
camp being built is reached 
by a leafy, narrow road dot-
ted with coconut trees. A 
shaky wooden bridge takes 
vehicles across a small river 
to the site, overlooked by a 
cluster of rubber trees.

Government guidelines for detention 
camps released earlier this year include 
building a boundary wall at least 10 feet (3 
meters) high and ringed with barbed wire, 
local media reports said.

A red-painted boundary wall encircles 
the new camp at Goalpara, and green 
fields and mountains are visible beyond 
two watchtowers and quarters for security 
forces built behind it.

The camp will have separate living fa-
cilities for men and women, according to 
workers and contractors.

A.K. Rashid, another contractor, said he is 
building six of what would be around 17 
buildings with detention rooms of around 
350 square feet (32.5 square meters) each. 
Each of the buildings he is making will 
have 24 rooms, he said, adding drains for 
sewage were being built along the bound-
ary walls of the center.

G. Kishan Reddy, a federal government 
official, told parliament in July that the 
government had published guidelines for 
detention centers which stipulate the con-
struction of basic amenities like electricity, 
drinking water, hygiene, accommodation 
with beds, sufficient toilets with run-
ning water, communication facilities and 
kitchens.

“Special attention is to be given to women/
nursing mothers, children,” he said. “Chil-
dren lodged in detention centers are to be 

provided educational facilities in nearby 
local schools.”

WORSE THAN PRISONERS

A senior police officer who declined to 
be named said the camp would initially 
be used to house the roughly 900 illegal 
immigrants who are held at detention 
facilities in Assam jails.

A group from India’s National Human 
Rights Commission that visited two of 
those facilities last year said the immi-
grant detainees there were in some ways 
“deprived even of the rights of convicted 
prisoners”.

India’s top court is hearing a petition for 
their release.

At the camp site, another woman laborer, 
35-year-old Sarojini Hajong, said she 
wasn’t on the citizenship list either and 
didn’t have a birth certificate.

“Of course we are scared about what will 
happen,” she said.

“But what can we do? I need the money.”

(Reporting by Zeba Siddiqui in GOALPA-
RA, India; Additional reporting by Ruma 
Paul in DHAKA and Zarir Husain in 
GUWAHATI; Editing by Sanjeev Miglani 
and Raju Gopalakrishnan)
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WHAT LIFE WAS REALLY LIKE FOR
 WOMEN IN ANCIENT EGYPT 

A lot of the time, people think of women’s 
rights as something that started only very 
recently. Society in the past was horrible 
compared to the glorious, enlightened 
geniuses of the present. To make ourselves 
look good, everyone else has to be bad. 
But history isn’t a straight line. Feminism 
wasn’t something invented in the 1940s 
or even the 1840s. While there have been 
plenty of times in history when women 
were horrifically oppressed (looking at 
you, Ancient Greece), there were also 
periods, in some cases long periods, where 
they enjoyed almost equal rights to men. 
Ancient Egypt was one such time. 
If you ignore the slavery and the disease 
and living at the mercy of the Nile River, 
Ancient Egypt was a pretty awesome place 
to be a woman. But just how awesome was 
it? Well, from the importance of alcohol 
to matters of makeup, here’s what life was 
really like for women in Ancient Egypt. 
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN WOMEN WERE ROLLING 

IN RIGHTS

It’s almost unbelievable the number of 
rights women in Ancient Egypt had. Ac-
cording to Ancient History Encyclopedia, 
in Ancient Egypt, women could, “own 
land, initiate divorce, own and operate 
their own business,” and have many kinds 
of jobs outside the home. But wait, there’s 
more! They could also own their own 
houses, “enter into contracts with men, 
have abortions, and dispose of their own 
property as they saw fit.” Ancient Pages 
adds they could get drunk, make legally-
binding wills, and receive both the same 
pay as men for the same work and the 
same punishments for the same crimes. It 
was a level of personal and sexual freedom 
that no other ancient civilization gave 
women and wasn’t even common in mod-
ern times until recently. When the Ancient 
Greek historian Herodotus visited Egypt, 
he was shocked at how women behaved. 
This made sense, since he came from a 
place where men didn’t even like women 
going outside, and suddenly, he was in a 
feminist utopia. 
Well, almost. No society in history has 
gotten the equality of the sexes thing right, 
and Ancient Egypt wasn’t perfect. While 
women did sometimes have authority over 
men, that wasn’t considered ideal, and 
men wereusually in charge. There were 
positions women couldn’t hold, usually 
those of the most important government 
officials. And in 3,000 years, Ancient 
Egypt only managed to hseven female 
rulers. Still, the US hasn’t managed one 
woman president yet, so we can’t really say 
anything. 

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MAR-
RIAGES WERE INTEREST-
ING
Women had a ton of rights in Ancient 
Egypt, although things were a bit tricky 
when it came to marriage. According to 
Short History, girls usually got married 
right after they hit puberty, which at the 
time was generally about 13 years old. 
While boys often weren’t that much older, 
usually marrying between 16 and 20, it 

wasn’t uncommon for teen girls to marry 
much older men. So how a marriage can 
really be an “equal partnership” when you 
have a major age discrepancy is question-
able. 
Still, Ancient History Encyclopedia says 
that while it was understood that men 
were the head of the household and had 
the final word, there’s “plenty of evidence 
to suggest that men consulted with their 
wives regularly.” Ancient Egyptian fathers 
gave marriage advice to their sons that 
included “do not control your wife in her 
house,” not to snap at her, to “recognize 
her skill,” to enjoy her company, and to 
“[desist] from strife at home.” Still, wives 
had certain expectations on them, like 
having lots of children, and if they com-
mitted adultery, they could be killed. 
But if they didn’t like their husband, 
divorce was simple. A woman just had to 
say she wanted one. She didn’t even need 
a reason like infidelity on her husband’s 
part. And she got custody of any children. 

RUNNING THE HOME WAS 
A MASSIVE RESPONSIBIL-
ITY
While women may have been equal to 
their husbands, the job of taking care of 
the house still fell to them. Rich women 
might have servants or slaves, and many 
women also had jobs outside the home, 
but how well their house was kept was 
still on their heads. According to Ancient 
History Encyclopedia, while men helped 
out with housework from time to time, 
women had a lot to do. 
In a time before alarm clocks, a woman 
had to wake her whole family up so they 
could go to work or school. Then she had 
to take care of the family altar. Every house 
had one, and keeping the gods happy was 
the woman’s job. Then she had to cook 
breakfast, do the dishes, haul the daily 
water from the well, do all the childcare, 
and take care of any elderly relatives. And 
of course, she had to feed, water, and gen-
erally take care of any animals the family 
owned. Plus, she had to make lunch, do 
some weaving and sewing, do laundry, 
bake bread, brew beer, make dinner, serve 
dinner, clean up dinner, put everyone to 
bed, and do it all again the next day. And 
this was before there were any appliances 
to make her life a tiny bit easier. 
Some tasks were extra essential. The An-
cient Egyptians were neat freaks, mean-
ing the house needed to be spotless, so it 
looked nice, but also to keep pests away. 
Tending the garden was also super impor-
tant, since it was the source of most of the 
family’s food.

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
WOMEN OFTEN HAD JOBS 
OUTSIDE THE HOME 
Plenty of Ancient Egyptian women 
worked in the domestic sphere, but it 
was also perfectly acceptable for women 
to — wait for it — work outside the home. 
According to Ancient History Encyclope-
dia, the list of jobs they could do was basi-
cally endless, and many of them involved 
authority over men. 

In a time before locks, when an important 
room or container needed to be closed and 
stay closed, you called on a sealer. These 
bureaucrats carried official, authorized 
seals that would have to be broken to 
open whatever they were used to close, so 
it was a great way of locking something. 
That made the position of sealer one of the 
most important jobs in Ancient Egypt, and 
women sealers were considered equal to 
their male counterparts. 
Women could be doctors, as well, and the 
female physician Pesehet even taught male 
students in a medical school. Male patients 
would also see lady doctors with no is-
sue. There were female dentists, female 
seers who interpreted dreams and omens 
for people, and women who ran textile 
manufacturing businesses. There are even 
paintings of these women supervising 
their workers. Ladies who had a talent 
for performing could become musicians, 
singers, and dancers, entertaining privately 
and in public temple events. 
Even women who liked domestic work 
could do it on the professional level. Girls 
could become servants as teenagers and 
rise up the ranks. The top position was 
household manager, basically running 
everything for a rich woman who didn’t 
want to do it herself. 

WOMEN MADE BEER, AND 
ANCIENT EGYPTIANS 
LOVED BEER 
There was one job in Egypt that held 
supreme importance, and in a completely 
unexpected twist, it was dominated by 
women. That job was beer brewer. Beer 
was vital to Ancient Egyptian existence. 
The story went that it had been given to 
humanity by the god Osiris, with brewer-
ies watched over by the goddess Tenenet, 
according to Ancient History Encyclope-
dia. Another story said when the goddess 
Sekhmet decided to destroy humanity, she 
was tricked into getting drunk on beer, 
passed out, and forgot about it. These and 
other gods were regularly given offerings 
of beer, and many temple rituals involved 
getting very wasted. 
 
So beer was important on a spiritual level 
but also on a practical level. Ancient Egypt 
Online says everyone drank beer, includ-
ing children. Beer was seen not so much 
as a fun drink but a nutritious food staple. 
Laborers were often paid partly in beer, 
including the ones working on the pyra-
mids, who got a daily ration of 1 ⅓ gallons 
each. When experts at the British Museum 
recreated Ancient Egyptian beer, they 
were surprised to find it was “absolutely 
delicious.” 
 
Since beer was really a food, that made 
brewing cooking, and cooking was 
women’s work. There’s evidence that, 
definitely in early Egyptian history and 
probably for most of it, breweries were 
“entirely operated by females.” They made 
huge quantities of booze, which meant 
they could make a lot of money. And since 
beer was so vital and ubiquitous, it was an 
important, honorable profession. 
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WOMEN COULD BE 
COLLATERAL
Slavery was a complicated institution in 
Ancient Egypt. There were different levels 
of servitude, and it’s often hard for experts 
to distinguish between them, according 
to Tour Egypt. Servants were a thing, but 
so were slaves, with no distinct dividing 
line. People who owned land could still 
be listed as property of a king, making 
them sort of equivalent to serfs. Slavery 
was inherited (if your mother was a slave, 
regardless of who your father was, then 
you would also be a slave), or prisoners of 
war could find themselves enslaved, and 
slavery could even be a temporary thing 
you (more or less) chose for yourself. 
 
The UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology 
says in times of famine, men and women 
could offer to become slaves in order to 
make sure they got enough food. Some-
times, men found themselves in debt, and 
they would offer family members, usually 
women, as collateral. Those women would 
remain slaves until the debt was repaid. 
Even among slaves there was a hierarchy, 
with foreign slaves seen as “better” since 
originally, they or their families had been 
of a higher class than regular Egyptian 
slaves. 
 
Slaves could own property and negoti-
ate transactions. There’s a record of two 
slave women who gave their master some 
of their own land in exchange for goods. 
While some slaves became like members 
of the family, others were freed. One way 
of finding freedom was by being “purified” 
and going to work in a temple, and as it 
turns out, King Tut actually purified some 
slave women who worked in his palace. 
 

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 
WOMEN COULD DO 
WHAT THEY WANTED IN 
THE BEDROOM 
Prudish, male, Victorian researchers 
though Ancient Egypt had prostitutes 
because, obviously, any women who 
were having sex out of wedlock must’ve 
been working girls. But that was totally 
wrong. 
 
According to Ancient Egyptian Sexual-
ity, people back then weren’t hung up on 
sex. Even their gods and goddesses were 
always getting up to filthy stuff. Indeed, 
with the exception of adultery, which was 
a serious no-no, Ancient Egyptians seem 
to have been totally cool with women 
doing whatever. Ancient History Encyclo-
pedia says there was no Ancient Egyptian 
word for “virgin,” possibly meaning that 
didn’t matter. There was definitely no guilt 
attached to young, single women having 
their fun, and if one of them ended up 
pregnant, it was probably something to be 
celebrated. Fertility was so important to 
the Egyptians that an out-of-wedlock teen 
pregnancy was a great thing, because it 
meant lots more babies to come. 
 
There are no records of brothels in 3,000 
years of Ancient Egyptian history. What 
they did have were “sacred prostitutes” 
who worked in temples. They were there 
to scratch the priest’s itch. This was a 
hugely honorable position, one families 

would offer up their most beautiful daugh-
ters for. The women would walk around in 
sheer clothing, or just naked, happily call-
ing attention to their job. They didn’t even 
get paid, the honor was so great. When 
they got older, they would leave and go get 
married, with no shame attached to their 
previous profession at all. 

PRIESTESSES WERE 
POWERFUL AND VERY 
CLEAN
The Ancient Egyptians were seriously 
religious. Keeping the gods happy was of 
the utmost importance, so the people who 
served them on a day-to-day basis had 
lots of power. This included women, since 
there were plenty of priestesses. While 
Ancient History Encyclopedia says it was 
typical for female attendants to serve god-
desses, this wasn’t always the case. Some 
priestesses served male deities, including 
the all-important Amun. One woman held 
the position God’s Wife of Amun, a job 
that “would eventually become as power-
ful as that of the king.” 
 
Literally anyone who worked in a temple 
was considered a priest or priestess, so 
daily life varied drastically, depending on 
whether you were more on the janitor end 
or the high priestess end of the scale. Ritu-
als could involve bathing and dressing a 
statue of a goddess, lighting sacred fires, or 
cooking food for the deity. Many priest-
esses worked part-time, just one month 
out of every four. According to Herodotus, 
priestesses had to be super clean, bath-
ing four times a day and shaving all the 
hair off their bodies and heads (including 
eyebrows and eyelashes at some temples) 
to keep lice away and to stay pristine. They 
also had to practice singing and dancing, 
so they could entertain their goddess. 
 
The power some priestesses had is evident 
in their tombs. National Geographic 
reported on a tomb discovered in 2017, 
belonging to Hetpet, a priestess of Hathor. 
According to the magazine, it was “lav-
ishly decorated,” including paintings of 
cheeky monkeys and hunting scenes.  
 

ROYAL WOMEN HAD A 
SAY IN RUNNING THE 
COUNTRY 
Ancient Egyptian royalty lived lives of 
luxury. While there were a small number 
of women who held the top job in Ancient 
Egyptian history, the vast majority of 
pharaohs were men. But they had women 
in their lives. Lots of them. 
 
Ancient History Encyclopedia says each 
pharaoh would have numerous queens. 
One of them would be the most important 
“principle wife.” While in the early years 
of Ancient Egypt, a queen might just be 
expected to run the palace, support her 
husband, and act as regent for an under-
age son, in the New Kingdom, queens 
had major power. She got her own royal 
and religious titles, official duties, land, an 
income, and a degree of independence. 
Queens were often the pharaoh’s most 
important counselors, who according to 
Historic Mysteries, “molded the pharaoh’s 
thinking in matters of state and religion 
and provided him with strong support.” 
They might act as diplomats, and at least 

one had her name written in a cartouche, 
just like a king. Some pharaohs had their 
wives depicted in statues, occasionally the 
same size as their own, standing or sitting 
beside them, making the two royals appear 
equal in importance. Nefertiti (pictured) 
basically took over running the country 
for her husband while he concentrated on 
religion. 
 
The royal line was passed through women, 
not men, so they were of supreme impor-
tance, even daughters of the pharaoh. Of 
course, the men these royal women were 
having kids with were often their brothers, 
fathers, or uncles, so it’s not all great. 

EGYPTIAN WOMEN HAD 
FERTILITY TATTOO
Until very recently, it was thought only 
Ancient Egyptian women got tattoos. 
After all, only women were depicted with 
tattoos in Ancient Egyptian art, and of 
all the Egyptian mummies that had been 
found, only the female ones were inked. 
Of course, it was male archaeologists who 
usually found these mummies (since they 
were basically all dudes until recently) and 
they had some not-so-nice theories about 
the women with body art. According 
to Groupthink, the male archaeologists 
decided these ladies must be “dancing 
girls” or of other “dubious status.” Even if 
they found them buried among royalty, 
at best they must have been a pharaoh’s 
concubine. 
 
Now we know that’s not accurate at 
all. One of the slut-shamed mummies 
turned out to be the priestess Amunet, 
which excavators would’ve realized if 
they’d just read her burial inscription. 
Ancient History Encyclopedia says as 
more tattooed women were connected to 
the royal court, scholars had to change 
their theories. Now, it seems tattoos 
might’ve been connected to fertility. In 
general, these tattoos (usually patterns 
of dots) appear on women’s stomachs, 
thighs, and breasts. It seems women 
inked themselves to honor the goddess 
of fertility and as a kind of permanent 
amulet, giving them help conceiving but 
also protection during pregnancy and 
childbirth. The tattoo artists were also 
exclusively women. 
 
Only in 2018 was the first discovery of 
a tattooed male mummy revealed. So 
inked men did exist in Ancient Egypt, 
but so far, it seems very uncommon. 

A WOMEN’S 
APPEARANCE WAS VERY 
IMPORTANT
Everyone can immediately call to mind 
what an Ancient Egyptian lady looks 
like, whether it’s the head of Nefer-
titi, one of a million images of what 
Cleopatra might’ve looked like, or just a 
random woman painted with her head 
turned to the side. And that distinc-
tive look was hugely important to the 
average Ancient Egyptian woman. Ac-
cording to Ancient Pages, clothing was 
considered “one of the most important 
elements in a person’s life.” 
 
The Ancient Egyptians are famous for 
one look because it stuck around for 
thousands of years. No twice-yearly 
fashion shows full of new styles for 

them. Women wore a basic, tight, strappy 
dress that fell to their ankles. In the winter, 
they would throw a thick linen cloak over 
their shoulders. Women working in the 
fields switched to a short skirt and nothing 
else. The “in” color for all clothing was 
white, as much for practical reasons in the 
heat as anything. Some new fads did come 
in, including pleated cloth and brightly 
colored fringe. All women, no matter how 
poor, wore jewelry. Jewelry was vital to 
look attractive for the gods, so women 
covered themselves in beaded necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, collar, and rings. 
 
Makeup was not only aesthetic but also 
holy. Religion and beauty went hand in 
hand, so everyone wore makeup. Women 
did elaborate eye makeup, which might’ve 
also been practical, as the thick black kohl 
could’ve acted a bit like sunglasses. They 
also shaved their heads and wore wigs, 
completing the look. 
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The Indian children who need to take a train to get to water
By Rajendra Jadhav

MUKUNDWADI, India (Reuters) - As 
their classmates set off to play after school 
each day, nine-year-old Sakshi Garud and 
her neighbor Siddharth Dhage, 10, are 
among a small group of children who take 
a 14-km (9-mile) return train journey 
from their village in India to fetch water.

Their families are some of the poorest in 
the hamlet of Mukundwadi, in the western 
state of Maharashtra, a village that has suf-
fered back-to-back droughts.

India’s monsoons have brought abundant 
rain and even floods in many parts of the 
country, but rainfall in the region around 
Mukundwadi has been 14% below average 
this year and aquifers and borewells are 
dry.

“I don’t like to spend time bringing water, 
but I don’t have a choice,” Dhage said.

“This is my daily routine,” said Garud. 
Their cramped shanty homes are just 200 
meters (220 yards) from the train station. 
“After coming from school, I don’t get time 
to play. I need to get water first.” They are 
not alone. Millions of Indians do not have 
secure water supplies, according to the 

UK-based charity, WaterAid. It says 12% 
of Indians, or about 163 million people, do 
not have access to clean water near their 
homes - the biggest proportion of any 
country.
Recognizing the issue, Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has promised 
to spend more than 3.5 trillion rupees 
($49 billion) to bring piped water to every 
Indian household by 2024.

More than 100 families in Garud and 
Dhage’s neighborhood do not have ac-
cess to piped water and many depend on 
private water suppliers, who charge up to 
3,000 rupees ($42) for a 5,000-litre tanker 
during summer months.

But private water supply is something 
Garud and Dhage’s parents say they can 
not afford.

“Nowadays, I don’t get enough money to 
buy groceries. I can’t buy water from pri-
vate suppliers,” said Dhage’s father, Rahul, 
a construction worker. “I am not getting 
work every day.”
PIPE DREAM

The children take the train daily to fetch 

water from the nearby city of 
Aurangabad.

The train is often overcrowd-
ed, so a group of small chil-
dren jostling to get on board 
with pitchers to fill with water 
is not always welcome.

“Some people help me, 
sometimes they complain to 
railway officials for putting 
pitchers near the door. If we don’t put 
them near the door, we can not take them 
out quickly when the train stops,” Dhage 
said.

Garud’s grandmother Sitabai Kamble and 
an elderly neighbor help occasionally by 
pushing them on board in the face of ir-
ritable passengers.

“Sometimes they kick the pitchers away, 
they grumble,” Kamble said.

When the train pulls into Aurangabad 
thirty minutes later, they scramble to fill 
the pitchers at nearby water pipes. Garud 
can’t reach the tap, so she relies on her 
taller sister, Aaysha, 14, and grandmother.

Others, like Anjali Gaikwad, 14, and her 
sisters, also board the train every few days 
to collect water and wash clothes.

Their neighbor Prakash Nagre often tags 
along with soap and shampoo. “There’s no 
water to bathe at home,” he says.

When the train returns them to Muku-
ndwadi, they have just under a minute 
to disembark. At times, Dhage’s mother, 
Jyoti, is waiting at the station to help.

“I’m careful, but sometimes pitchers fall 
off the door in the melee and our work 
is wasted,” she said, holding her infant in 
one arm and a pitcher in the other. “I can’t 
leave my daughter at home alone so I have 
to take her along.”

 What it would take for Congress to impeach Trump
By Richard Cowan and Jan Wolfe

Sept 23 (Reuters) - Some of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s critics in the House 
of Representatives are calling for an 
impeachment investigation following a 
whistleblower complaint that has roiled 
Washington.

The complaint, which came from inside 
the intelligence community, focused on a 
July phone call in which Trump repeatedly 
pressured Ukraine’s president to investi-
gate Hunter Biden, the son of former Vice 
President Joe Biden, who is one of Trump’s 
chief political rivals, according to reports 
by the Wall Street Journal and other U.S. 
media outlets.

Some Democratic lawmakers have said 
they have no choice but to try to impeach 
Trump if he pressured a foreign leader to 
influence a U.S. election.

The majority of the 235 Democrats in the 
House already supported an impeach-
ment inquiry based on former Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller’s report, which 
declined to make a judgment on whether 
Trump obstructed justice but outlined 10 
instances in which Trump tried to have 
Mueller fired or otherwise impede the 
investigation.

Trump on Sunday acknowledged that he 
discussed Biden with Ukraine’s president 
but defended the call as perfectly appro-
priate.

“The conversation I had was largely con-
gratulatory, with largely corruption, all of 
the corruption taking place and largely 
the fact that we don’t want our people like 
Vice President Biden and his son creating 

to the corruption already in the Ukraine,” 
Mr. Trump told reporters.

Opinion polls continue to show voters 
sharply divided over removing Trump 
from office through impeachment, and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has opposed 
impeachment as a politically risky move 
unless investigators find powerful evi-
dence of misconduct by Trump that can 
unify public opinion.

Here is how the impeachment process 
works.

WHY IMPEACHMENT?

The founders of the United States created 
the office of the presidency and feared 
that its powers could be abused. So they 
included impeachment as a central part of 
the Constitution.

They gave the House “the sole power of 
impeachment;” the Senate, “the sole power 
to try all impeachments;” and the chief 
justice of the Supreme Court the duty of 
presiding over impeachment trials in the 
Senate.

The president, under the Constitution, 
can be removed from office for “treason, 
bribery, or other high crimes and mis-
demeanors.” What exactly that means is 
unclear. Historically, it can encompass cor-
ruption and other abuses, including trying 
to obstruct judicial proceedings.

No president has ever been removed as a 
direct result of impeachment. One, Presi-

dent Richard Nixon, re-
signed before he could be 
removed. Two, presidents 
Andrew Johnson and Bill 
Clinton, were impeached 
by the House, but not 
convicted by the Senate.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Impeachment begins in the House, the 
lower chamber, which debates and votes 
on whether to bring charges against the 
president via approval of an impeachment 
resolution, or “articles of impeachment,” 
by a simple majority of the House’s 435 
members.

If the House approves such a resolution, 
a trial is then held in the Senate. House 
members act as the prosecutors; the sena-
tors as jurors; the chief justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court presides. A two-thirds ma-
jority vote is required in the 100-member 
Senate to convict and remove a president. 
This has never happened.

CAN THE SUPREME COURT OVER-
TURN?

No. Trump has said on Twitter that he 
would ask the Supreme Court to intervene 
if Democrats tried to impeach him. But 
the founders explicitly rejected allowing 
appeal of a Senate conviction to the federal 
judiciary.

PARTY BREAKDOWN IN CONGRESS?

The House has 235 Democrats, 199 Re-
publicans, and one independent. As a re-
sult, the Democrats could impeach Trump 
with no Republican support.

In 1998, when Republicans had a House 
majority, the chamber voted largely along 
party lines to impeach Clinton, a Demo-
crat.

The Senate now has 53 Republicans, 45 
Democrats and two independents who 
usually vote with the Democrats. Convic-
tion and removal of a president would 
require 67 votes. So, for Trump to be 
removed from office via impeachment, at 
least 20 Republicans and all the Democrats 
and independents would have to vote 
against him. WHO BECOMES PRESI-
DENT IF TRUMP IS REMOVED?

In the unlikely event the Senate convicted 
Trump, Vice President Mike Pence would 
become president for the remainder of 
Trump’s term, which ends on Jan. 20, 
2021. (Reporting by Jan Wolfe; Editing by 
Dan Grebler)
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How Nirav Modi built a mega diamond empire despite
 no knowledge of gems or jewellery

Nirav Modi did not leave Belgium as a 
successful entrepreneur, nor did he have 
any kind of work experience with top 
Western jewellery houses. While it’s not 
clear what he intended to do when he 
returned to India, what is certain is that 
by around 1999 Nirav Modi had arrived 
in Mumbai and begun his tutelage under 
Mehul Choksi.

Why did he not, instead, join hands with 
his other uncle, Chetan Choksi, who was 
already in Europe? The answer is that 
there wasn’t much love lost between him 
and Chetan. Aside from his rapport with 
Mehul, another factor may have motivated 
his return. India was at a crossroads after 
the liberalisation of its economy. The 
future was wide open and for a young en-
trepreneurial expatriate who had returned 
to start with the support of an entrenched 
player, India was a land of endless oppor-
tunities.
Once the die was cast, Modi learned how 
gems and jewellery worked in India. What 
he learned he would, in turn, pass on to 
his brother Nishal, including how to work 
within tight budgets and how to buddy 
up to mid-level employees in factories by 
sipping on cutting chai with them during 
breaks.

Modi has claimed that he had always 
planned for a luxury brand, but during 
the years that he was with his uncle, and 
shortly after, he was building up business-
es of the diamond supply chain that were 
of lower-value and that included polishing 
and trading. But it was fluting, essentially 
the manual bagging of diamonds for other 
manufacturers, that gave his company the 
launch pad it needed, or so Modi would 
declare publicly.

Modi first called his company Firestone, 
but then changed it to Firestar in 1999 
because the former sounded too much like 
the automotive tyre company. In Modi’s 
own words, the company gave him con-
sistent profits for the better part of five or 
six years and, by 2004, Firestar’s revenues 
crossed Rs400 crore ($56.5 million).

However, when others got into the game 
and competition stepped up, the margins 
he was making in the fluting business 
evaporated. It was then that he looked to 
maximise his footprint in manufacturing 
and distribution. After all, monster-size 
margins only came into the picture once a 
jeweller got into retail and then branding, 
followed by the luxury segment.
In 2005, he bought a retail division owned 
by Frederick Goldman, an American dia-
mond retailer with a nationwide footprint. 
Two years later he bought Sandberg & 
Sikorski, the largest jewellery supplier to 
the US Armed Forces, as well as A Jaffe, a 
120-year-old luxury bridal jewellery label 
that Sikorski owned.

Its promoter Samuel Sandberg retained a 
5% stake in the firm, and had Modi sup-
plying diamonds and jewellery to depart-
ment stores like Costco, JCPenney and 
Zales. A Jaffe’s only business was to make 

and sell bridal jewellery and while it did 
buy loose diamonds it didn’t keep dia-
monds as inventory or sell loose stones, let 
alone in bulk.

When it was first bought, A Jaffe’s revenues 
were sluggish, at between $6 million and 
$7 million a year and the firm was strug-
gling to make profits. However, in due 
course, the company saw growth with as 
much as $20 million sales a year. The extra 
gravy was cash from loose trades. While 
the business involved standard contracting 
jobs that would get outsourced to Indian 
jewellers, in Modi’s case it was a When it 
was first bought, A Jaffe’s revenues were 
sluggish, at between $6 million and $7 
million a year and the firm was struggling 
to make profits. However, in due course, 
the company saw growth with as much as 
$20 million sales a year. The extra gravy 
was cash from loose trades. While the 
business involved standard contracting 
jobs that would get outsourced to Indian 
jewellers, in Modi’s case it was a means to 
an end: building his business slowly but 
surely to get his finger into every single 
aspect of the diamond trade.

Besides the fatter margins that lay higher 
up on the value chain in designer jewellery 
and retail, the other upside for Modi was 
to see his name lighting up on billboards 
across the world, later even on Madison 
Avenue. The margins that come with 
luxury retail work like this: it’s 2.5% on 
diamond trading, between 5% and 7% on 
wholesaling, and anywhere between 15% 
and 25% and upwards on retail.
By 2015, with the addition of these as-
sorted businesses, Modi would report that 
his revenue had crossed Rs10,000 crore, 
with average margins at around 3.6%.

“Are you a trained jewellery designer?” I 
asked Modi some time in 2015 during a 
meeting for a Fortune India interview at 
his office in Worli.

“No,” came the answer as he shifted in his 
seat.

“A professionally trained artist then?”

Another “No.”

Was he someone with an eagle eye for 
great stones and a dyed-in-the-wool knack 
for “rough” trading, which drove the bulk 
of his revenue?

Yet another “No,” followed by a refer-
ence to his younger half-brother, “That’s 
Nishal’s thing.”

If design was handled by his sister Purvi 
Modi-Mehta in Hong Kong, and finance 
by CFO Vipul Ambani, what then did 
Modi do, apart from just lending his name 
to the brand? Turns out, plenty. For start-
ers, he created the brand. Then he took 
all the wild gambles, speeding the train 
forward while the other family members 
assumed charge of more sedate corporate 
functions, though all under his direction.

Nirav Modi was the undisputed boss of the 
family, says one jeweller who knows Modi 
well. “Everyone, including his parents and 
siblings, worked for him and took orders 
from him.”

Modi, who ran the flagship company, 
Firestar International Private Limited, may 
have been nephew to Gitanjali Gems’ boss 
Mehul Choksi, but what is not commonly 
known is that Modi’s sister Purvi Modi-
Mehta is married to Mayank Mehta, Rosy 
Blue’s boss Russell Mehta, through being 
brother to Russell’s wife Mona.

Again, Mona’s first cousin is Preeti Choksi, 
or the wife of Mehul Choksi, Modi’s uncle, 
and Choksi’s daughter Priyanka wed 
Antwerp-based diamond merchant Akash 
Mehta in 2011. At the time, Priyanka 
Choksi was running the jewellery com-
pany A Jaffe, which her cousin Nirav Modi 
had invested in.

Modi was also the architect of the epony-
mous brand right from its marketing and 
inception to overseeing product develop-
ment and customer relations.
Modi was also the architect of the epony-
mous brand right from its marketing and 
inception to overseeing product develop-
ment and customer relations.

While he kept books on Harry Winston, 
Joel A Rosenthal and Bvlgari on his office 
mantelpieces, as well as at home, he would 
agree that his plans most resembled those 
of diamond king Laurence Graff, the 
founder and chairman of Graff Diamonds, 
a company launched over half a century 
ago that had gilded its reputation by pur-
veying large, rare gems to celebrity clients 
ranging from Elizabeth Taylor to Oprah 
Winfrey to Donald Trump. Graff never 
finished school but instead became an ap-
prentice to a jeweller.

In due course, he went on to start his own 
brand that targeted high net worth clients. 
He launched dozens of stores across the 
world and even picked up a stake in a 
diamond mine to complete the supply 
chain internally for his company. Beyond 
business, Graff also has a passion for art 
with a collection that includes Warhols 
and Picassos.

The parallels between Graff and Modi are 
apparent. Like Graff, Modi too never com-
pleted college and, with the exception of 
mines, owned and operated other parts of 
the diamond value chain, including retail, 
wholesale, cutting and polishing, trading 
of roughs and private label manufacture 
for other companies.

The key difference between Modi and 
other jewellery bigwigs like Bvlgari, Harry 
Winston, Cartier, Tiffany’s, and Van Cleef 
& Arpels was, of course, that they had 
begun their journey over half a century 
ago—and had burnished their luxury syn-
onymous names over time with millions 
of customers and celebrity endorsers who 
sported their wares because they wanted 
to and not because they were being paid 
to do so.

Modi, on the other hand, was pushing the 
needle from trading to luxury in just a 
little over a decade.

Excerpted from Pavan C Lall’s Flawed: The 
Rise and Fall of India’s Diamond Mogul 
Nirav Modi with permission from Ha-
chette India. We welcome your comments 
at ideas.india@qz.com.
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HEALTH
Before You Say “YES” to a Hip Replacement

Do you often feel pain in the front of your 
hip or in your groin? A reduced range of 
motion in your hip? Is it difficult to stand 
up or walk — or even put on your shoes?

These can be signs that your hip joint is 
wearing out. And while exercise, medica-
tions weight loss and physical therapy may 
help for a while, at some point your doctor 
may recommend a hip replacement.

This is a critically important decision not 
to be taken lightly. Before you say “yes” 
it’s vital that you know exactly what’s 
involved...what options are open to you...
how to minimize risks...plus the questions 
you must ask your doctor. Step-by-step, 
you’ll discover how to confidently make 
the best decisions to help ensure the best 
possible outcome. For example:

Key considerations:
Have you exhausted these 6 other non-
surgical options? Is the timing right? 
What objective criteria indicate that a 
replacement is necessary? Are you healthy 
enough? Are there viable alternatives to 

total hip replacement? Find out now!

Vital pre-surgery decisions:
How should you choose the best surgeon? 
What “prehabiltation” tips can help speed 
your recovery? What type of implant is 
best for you? What newer options might 
improve surgery results? What home 
preparations should you make? What 
surgical approaches are available? Get the 
answers you need!

What to expect at the hospital:
What type of anesthesia is used? What 
does the surgery entail? What does in-hos-
pital recovery and rehabilitation look like? 
How do doctors decide when to discharge 
you? Now you’ll know!

What home rehabilitation will look like:
What precautions should you take? What 
are some at-home rehab exercises? How 
can you avoid post-surgery hip disloca-
tion? When will you be able to drive 
again? Fast answers are at your fingertips!
If your painful hip is holding you back 
from doing even simple everyday tasks 

like putting on your shoes, then 
hip replacement can have a dra-
matic impact on your life.

But before you say “yes” to this 
life-changing surgery, you must 
know what’s involved so you 
can intelligently and confi-
dently weigh the pros and cons 
and make the most informed 
decisions about each step of the 
procedure.
What are the key considerations 
for deciding on a total hip replacement? 
Discover the 6 non-surgical options you 
should try first…the best timing for a 
replacement… alternatives to total hip 
replacement…and more.
How do hip replacements work? Vivid 
illustrations show and tell what your hip 
joint looks like and what is involved in hip 
replacement surgery (including minimally 
invasive surgery) so you can know what to 
expect.
What type of implants are available?  Dis-
cover the four replacement components 
that mimic the function of the hip joint, 

plus the pros and cons of different replace-
ment materials.
What are the best ways to ensure a safe 
and full recovery? Find out about in-
hospital rehab… how to prepare your 
home for your recovery… physical therapy 
exercises to strengthen leg muscles and 
improve range of motion … and more.
You’ll also discover key questions to ask 
your surgeon before surgery… the most 
common causes of replacement failure 
and how to help prevent them… tips for 
getting on with your life with a new hip… 
and much more.

The importance of potassium
Potassium is necessary for the normal 
functioning of all cells. It regulates the 
heartbeat, ensures proper function of 
the muscles and nerves, and is vital for 
synthesizing protein and metabolizing 
carbohydrates
Thousands of years ago, when humans 
roamed the earth gathering and hunt-
ing, potassium was abundant in the diet, 
while sodium was scarce. The so-called 
Paleolithic diet delivered about 16 times 
more potassium than sodium. Today, most 
Americans get barely half of the recom-
mended amount of potassium in their 
diets. The average American diet contains 
about twice as much sodium as potassium, 
because of the preponderance of salt hid-
den in processed or prepared foods, not to 
mention the dearth of potassium in those 
foods. This imbalance, which is at odds 
with how humans evolved, is thought to be 
a major contributor to high blood pres-
sure, which affects one in three American 
adults.

The adequate intake recommendation for 
potassium is 4,700 mg. Bananas are often 
touted as a good source of potassium, 
but other fruits (such as apricots, prunes, 
and orange juice) and vegetables (such 
as squash and potatoes) also contain this 

often-neglected nutrient.

The effect of potassium on high blood 
pressure
Diets that emphasize greater potassium 
intake can help keep blood pressure in a 
healthy range, compared with potassium-
poor diets. The DASH trial (Dietary 
Approaches to Stop Hypertension) 
compared three regimens. The standard 
diet, approximating what many Ameri-
cans eat, contained an average of 3.5 daily 
servings of fruits and vegetables, which 
provided 1,700 mg of potassium per day. 
There were two comparison diets: a fruit- 
and vegetable-rich diet that included an 
average of 8.5 daily servings of fruits and 
vegetables, providing 4,100 mg of potassi-
um per day, and a “combination” diet that 
included the same 8.5 servings of fruits 
and vegetables plus low-fat dairy products 
and reduced sugar and red meat. In people 
with normal blood pressure, the fruit- and 
vegetable-rich diet lowered blood pressure 
by 2.8 mm Hg (in the systolic reading) and 
1.1 mm Hg (in the diastolic reading) more 
than the standard diet. The combination 
diet lowered blood pressure by 5.5 mm Hg 
and 3.0 mm Hg more than the standard 
diet. In people with high blood pressure, 
the combination diet reduced blood pres-

sure even more, by 
as much as 11 mm 
Hg in systolic blood 
pressure and 5.5 
mm Hg in diastolic 
pressure.

Potassium and 
stroke risk
High blood pres-
sure is a leading risk 
factor for strokes, so 
it’s no surprise that 
higher potassium 
is also associated 
with a lower stroke 
incidence. One prospective study that 
followed more than 43,000 men for eight 
years found that men who consumed the 
highest amounts of dietary potassium (a 
median of 4,300 mg per day) were 38% 
less likely to have a stroke as those whose 
median intake was just 2,400 mg per day. 
However, a similar prospective study that 
followed more than 85,000 women for 14 
years found a more modest association 
between potassium intake and the risk of 
strokes. Additional research has mostly 
upheld these findings, with the strongest 
evidence to support high dietary potas-
sium seen in people with high blood pres-

sure and in blacks, who are more prone to 
high blood pressure than whites.

Recommendations
Try to eat more produce. Higher potas-
sium consumption from foods, especially 
fruits and vegetables, may lower blood 
pressure and the risk of heart disease and 
strokes.
Never take potassium supplements with-
out a doctor’s prescription, as this can 
easily cause high blood potassium levels 
that are dangerous.
Pay attention to the potassium content of 
salt substitutes, since it can be high.

Are You Aware of these Important Advances in Women’s Health?
Calcium supplements may make some 
women as much as 7 times more likely to 
develop dementia
The diabetes symptoms — and complica-
tions — that are more common in women 
than men
Your mammogram could reveal early signs 
of heart disease — what you need ask your 
doctor to find out
The new treatment for depression that 
reduces symptoms by at least 50% and 

requires no medication
You can rejuvenate your skin and look as 
young as you feel — no surgery needed!
The foods that turn your body into a 
“probiotic factory” filling you up with 
inflammation-fighting good bacteria
53% of women’s doctors misread their 
heart attack symptoms — what to do to 
ensure you get the proper treatment
3 ways stiff joints put you at risk for falls

Could skipping breakfast lead to clogged 
arteries?
Two supplements that really do seem to 
help reduce joint pain
4 ways to lower your chance of getting a 
painful urinary tract infection — and a 
new test that means better treatment
How vigorous exercise can improve 
memory in people with cognitive decline

And so much more
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Oct 2019: Important Recall Info That 
MAY Affect Your Vehicle

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V572
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 
LLC.
Subject : Weld Between Fuel Tank and 
Filler Pipe May Leak
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ GLE350 2020
MERCEDES-BENZ GLE450 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V574
Manufacturer : Harley-Davidson Mo-
tor Company
Subject : Replacement Rear Reflectors 
Missing from Kit
Make Model Model Years
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTCU 
2017-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTCUL 
2017-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTK 2017-
2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTK ANV 
2017-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTKL 
2017-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTKSE 
2016-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLHTKSE 
ANV 2016-2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLTRU 2017-
2019
HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLTRUSE 
2016-2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V575
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Vehicles Still in Factory Mode/
FMVSS 114/102
Make Model Model Years
FORD EXPLORER 2020
LINCOLN AVIATOR 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V576
Manufacturer : Toyota Motor Engi-
neering & Manufacturing
Subject : Back-Up Camera May Not 
Activate /FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
TOYOTA RAV4 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V582
Manufacturer : Dennis Eagle Inc.
Subject : Vehicle Controls May Switch 
Sides/FMVSS 101/121
Make Model Model Years
DENNIS EAGLE DIEGO 2017
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V583
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Rear Ladder May Block Egress 
Window
Make Model Model Years
FOREST RIVER COLUMBUS 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V584
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 
LLC.
Subject : Improperly Installed Pillar Cov-
ersMake Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ S450 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V585
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 

LLC.
Subject : Rear Middle Seatbelt Anchor 
Plate may be Loose

Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ GLA250 2018-
2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V586
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 
LLC.
Subject : Battery may not be Secured
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ C300 2018-
2019
MERCEDES BENZ C43 AMG 
2018-2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V587
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 
LLC.
Subject : Incorrectly Installed Air Condi-
tioner Drain Hoses
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ GLE350 2020
MERCEDES-BENZ GLE450 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V588
Manufacturer : VanLeigh RV
Subject : Suspension Shackle Failure
Make Model Model Years
VANLEIGH BEACON 2015-
2019
VANLEIGH VILANO 2015-
2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V589
Manufacturer : BMW of North 
America, LLC
Subject : ECU May Disable Audible 
Warning Signal/FMVSS 208
Make Model Model Years
BMW 745E 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V590
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Front Seat Belts May Not Re-
strain Occupants
Make Model Model Years
FORD FUSION 2015
LINCOLN MKZ 2015
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V591
Manufacturer : Daimler Vans USA, 
LLC
Subject : Taillights May Dim or Switch 
Off
Make Model Model Years
FREIGHTLINER SPRINTER 
1500 2019
FREIGHTLINER SPRINTER 
2500 2019
FREIGHTLINER SPRINTER 
3500 2019
FREIGHTLINER SPRINTER 
4500 2019
MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 
1500 2019
MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 
2500 2019
MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 
3500 2019
MERCEDES BENZ SPRINTER 
4500 2019

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V592
Manufacturer : E-One Incorporated
Subject : Air Bags Cushions May Not 
Properly Inflate
Make Model Model Years
E-ONE CYCLONE II 2019
E-ONE TYPHOON 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V595
Manufacturer : Tiffin Motorhomes, 
Inc.
Subject : Suspension Hydraulic Hose 
may Damage Tire

Make Model Model Years
TIFFIN ALLEGRO OPEN ROAD 2019-
2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V615
Manufacturer : Volkswagen Group of 
America, Inc.
Subject : Key May Be Removed When 
Not In Park
Make Model Model Years
VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 2012-
2019
VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE CONVERT-
IBLE 2012-2019
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2015-2016, 
2018-2019
VOLKSWAGEN GOLF SPORTWAGEN 
2017-2019
VOLKSWAGEN GTI 2015-2019
VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 2011-2018
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V579
Manufacturer : BMW of North 
America, LLC
Subject : Blower Regulator Wiring May 
Overheat
Make Model Model Years
BMW 128I 2008-2012
BMW 135I 2008-2012
BMW 135IS 2008-2012
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V593
Manufacturer : BMW of North 
America, LLC
Subject : Brake Calipers May Corrode
Make Model Model Years
BMW C 400 X 2019
BMW G310 GS 2018-2020
BMW G310R 2017-2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V594
Manufacturer : Kia Motors America
Subject : Incorrect Seat Belt Assemblies 
Installed/FMVSS 208
Make Model Model Years
KIA TELLURIDE 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V596
Manufacturer : Keystone RV Company
Subject : Incorrect Bolt Lengths in 
Wedge Kits
Make Model Model Years
CROSSROADS CRUISER 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V600
Manufacturer : BMW of North 
America, LLC
Subject : Rear Center Headrest may Fold 
in a Crash

Make Model Model Years
BMW M340I 2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V601
Manufacturer : BMW of North 
America, LLC
Subject : Steering Gear Tie Rod may 
Break
Make Model Model Years
BMW X1 2018-2019
BMW X2 2019
MINI COOPER 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V602
Manufacturer : Altec Industries Inc.
Subject : Recovery Winch Valve Exceeds 
Pressure Rating
Make Model Model Years
ALTEC AERIAL DEVICE 2012-
2019

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V603
Manufacturer : Jaguar Land Rover 
North America, LLC
Subject : Back-Up Camera May Not 
Display Image
Make Model Model Years
LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 2018
LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 
SPORT 2018
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V604
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Storage Rack Beams may Fail
Make Model Model Years
FOREST RIVER ROCKPORT 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V605
Manufacturer : Mercedes-Benz USA, 
LLC.
Subject : Coolant Pump Electrical Line 
May Chafe
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES BENZ CLS450 2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V610
Manufacturer : Newmar Corporation
Subject : Bedroom Fascia Header May 
Unexpectedly Fall
Make Model Model Years
NEWMAR ESSEX 2018-2020
NEWMAR KING AIRE 2018-
2020
NEWMAR MOUNTAIN AIRE 
2018-2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 
19V627
Manufacturer : Toyota Motor Engi-
neering & Manufacturing
Subject : Front Passenger Air Bag May 
Not Properly Inflate
Make Model Model Years
PONTIAC VIBE 2005-2008
TOYOTA COROLLA 2003-
2008
TOYOTA COROLLA MATRIX 
2005-2008
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Sher Shah Suri
(1486– 1545)

EJAZ BAIG, PE

Sher Shah Suri was the founder of the Sur 
empire in northern India, with its capital 
in Sahsaram in Bihar. His original
name was Farid Khan. His father, Hasan, 
was a jagirdar in Sasarm. The Sur clan had 
followed the Lodis into India from
present day Afghanistan. Farid Khan, at 
an early age left his father because of mis-
treatment by his stepmother and went to
Jaunpur where he applied himself to the 
study of Persian and Arabic with a great 
zeal, and soon acquired mastery over
these languages. He even committed to 
memory the masterpieces of Persian lit-
erature, the Gulistan, the Bostan and
Sikandarnameh and enriched his wonder-
fully quick mind with vast stores of polite 
learning. He also studied literature and
history and took a keen delight reading 
about the noble deeds and virtues of great 
rulers in the past. Impressed with
Farid’s talents, his father’s patron, Jamal 
Khan, the governor of Bihar, asked him to 
treat his son better as he showed
ample promise of future greatness.
Farid’s father entrusted the management 
of his jagir to Farid; however, he soon left 
to take service under Bihar Khan, then
governor of Bihar. Bihar Khan was also 
much impressed with Farid’s talents. On 
one occasion, when Bihar Khan went
out to on a hunting expedition, Farid slew 
a tiger. In recognition of his brave deed 
his master gave him the title of Sher
Khan. Farid later resigned his service and 
left for Agra where his was introduced to 
Babur. When Babur undertook the
subjugation of the Afghans in the east, 
Sher Khan rendered him great assistance 
and received in return his father’s jagir.
After Bihar Khan’s death, Babur had 
restored his son, Jalal Khan to his father’s 
possessions and since Jalal Khan was a
minor, Sher Khan managed his affairs un-
til he came of age. Differences soon arose 
between Jalal Khan and Sher Khan
and Jalal Khan sought the assistance of 
Mahmud, the ruler of Bengal to free him-
self of Sher Khan. However, Sher Khan
defeated the combined forces of the 
two allies and Bihar easily came into his 
hands.

During this time, Babur, the founder of 
the Mughal empire in northern India had 
passed away in 1530 and his eldest son,
Humayun succeeded him. Sher Khan was 
not a man to rest on his laurels and turned 
his attention towards Bengal. By the
end of February 1536 Sher Khan appeared 
before the walls of the capital of the Ben-
gal Sultanate, Gaur (also known as
Gauda and Jannatabad), located in pres-
ent-day West Bengal and easily captured 
the city. Meanwhile, Haumayun was busy
confronting the forces of Sultan Ahmad 
Shah of Gujrat. When Humayun heard of 
Sher Khan’s success in Bengal, he
advanced towards Gaur, but the wily Af-
ghan retreated towards Bihar and eluded 
his pursuers. The Mughals captured
Gaur. To compensate for his loss, Sher 
Khan seized imperial territories in Bihar 
and Jaunpur and plundered the country as
far as Kanauj. Humayun left Gaur and 
marched along the Ganges hastily to con-
front Sher Khan. Humayun was now
convinced of Sher Shah’s formidable 
power and realized that success against 
him was no easy task. He tried is best to 
win
his brothers to his side but they refused 
any assistance. The Afghans rallied 
around their leader and in 1539 defeated 
the
Mughal forces at Chausa, located between 
Varanasi and Patna. Humayun fought gal-
lantly but his example produced no
effect of his forces. At last he plunged into 
the river on horseback and was saved 
from drowning bu a water carrier named
Nizam Khan. As a token of his gratitude 
for saving his life, Humayun allowed to sit 
on his throne for two days. The battle

2 | Page
of Chausa was a turning point in Sher 
Khan’s life. He now took the title of Sher 
Shah and ordered that coins be struck and
the Khutbah be read in his name.
A year later, in May 1540, the two forces 
again met near Kanuaj. Again the Afghans 
emerged victorious and the fate of
the Mughal empire looked to have been 
decided. In a surprising reversal of Pa-

nipat, Humayuns’a army, forty thousand
strong and well-equiped with firepower, 
was overwhelmed by Sher Shah’s fifteen 
thousand cavalry. Encouraged by the
situation, Sher Khan crossed the Ganges 
with his forces. Humayun also led his 
army to the Ganges near Kanauj and
encamped opposite Sher Shah’s forces. The 
two armies remained in this position for 
about a month and finally the battle
began. The Mughals were soundly de-
feated and driven into the river, and the 
Afghans inflicted heavy losses upon them
from behind. The Mughals failed di-
sastrously to retrieve their position and 
Humayun was reduced to the state of a
helpless fugitive in the deserts of Sind and 
Rajasthan and then an exile at the court of 
Shah Tahmasp, the Safavid ruler of
Iran.
Sher Shah then subdued Punjab, Sindh 
and Rajputana one after the other and was 
supreme in northern India. The last
expedition that Sher Shah took part was 
against the Raja of Kalinjar. There, too, he 
triumphed where so many others had
failed, but at the cost of his life. A rocket 
aimed at the fort rebounded off its walls 
and, exploding, ignited a pile of rockets,
which were intended to follow it. Sher 
Shah, who was directing operations, was 
horribly burnt. His condition grew worse
and he died a few hours later on May 22, 
1545, just as the news of the fort’s surren-
der arrived. His death was an
irreparable blow to the Afghans. The em-

pire he created lasted until 1555 when the 
last Sur ruler, Sikandar Suri was
defeated by Humayun near Sirhind in the 
Punjab.
In so short a reign (1540-1545) a complete 
overhaul of government had scarcely been 
possible. Yet during this brief
period his energetic administration 
implemented many of the centralizing 
measures in revenue assessment and mili-
tary organization that would be carried to 
completion by the Mughals. His many re-
forms encompassed civil administration,
land revenue, army, justice and peace, 
means of communication, and charitable 
endowments and grants. Sher Shah was
the first Muslim ruler who undertook the 
construction of roads on a large scale for 
public convenience. The longest road
he constructed was the Grand Trunk 
Road from Bengal to Peshawar. Trees were 
planted on both sides of the road and
separate sarais were established for Mus-
lims and Hindus.
Sher Shah deserves a high place in history 
and has rightly been called one of the 
greatest rulers of medieval India. He
cherished a lofty ideal of kingship. He 
lived for the state and worked hard for the 
welfare of his subjects. No branch of the
administration was neglected and he 
severely punished those officials who were 
involved in corruption and injustice. As a
soldier he was superb and in strategy and 
military tactics he surpassed the Mughals. 
Althoush a devout Muslim, he was
very tolerant towards other religions. The 
Jeziya was abolished and Hindus were 
treated with justice and toleration. By his
political reforms and policy of religious 
toleration, he laid the foundations Akbar’s 
greatness. Sher Shah also occupies an
important place in the history of Indian 
coinage, in that he coined the first silver 
rupees which, together with his other
coins of gold and silver, would form the 
basis of the Mughal currency.

Tomb of Sher Shah Suri

Currency of Sher Shah Suri Kingdom
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Grilled Salmon With Tomato and Basil
INGREDIENTS
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon kosher salt, divided
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
1 whole wild salmon fillet, also called a 
“side of salmon, about 1 1/2 pounds
1/3 cup fresh basil, plus 1/4 cup, thinly 
sliced, divided
2 medium tomatoes, thinly sliced
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat grill to medium.
Mash minced garlic and 3/4 teaspoon 
salt on a cutting board with the side of a 
chef ’s knife or a spoon until a paste forms. 
Transfer to a small bowl and stir in oil.
Check the salmon for pin bones and 
remove if necessary. Measure out a piece 
of heavy-duty foil (or use a double layer of 
regular foil) large enough for the salmon 

fillet. Coat the foil with cooking spray. 
Place the salmon skin-side down on the 
foil and spread the garlic mixture all over 
it. Sprinkle with 1/3 cup basil. Overlap 
tomato slices on top and sprinkle with the 
remaining 1/4 teaspoon salt and pepper.
Transfer the salmon on the foil to the grill. 
Grill until the fish flakes easily, 10 to 12 
minutes. Use two large spatulas to slide the 
salmon from the foil to a serving plat-

ter. Serve the salmon sprinkled with the 
remaining 1/4 cup basil.

Yogurt-Marinated Chicken Thighs Recipe
Tangy Greek yogurt, spicy chili paste and 
zesty lemon infuse this chicken recipe with 
loads of flavor! Since the chicken needs to 
marinate overnight, you can set it up the 
day before and just cook it right before 
you’re ready to eat the next day.
Ingredients

2 packed cups (about 1 bunch) roughly 
chopped fresh cilantro
1½ cups plain Greek yogurt
1/3 cup finely grated Parmesan cheese
1/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup fish sauce

1 shallot, sliced
4 cloves garlic, peeled
2 tablespoons sambal oelek (Asian chili 
paste)
1 lemon, zested
1½ pounds skin-on boneless chicken 
thighs
2 tablespoons canola oil
Preparation

1. For this chicken recipe, puree in a 
blender: cilantro, yogurt, Parmesan, olive 
oil, fish sauce, shallot, garlic, sambal oelek 
and lemon zest until smooth. 

2. Pour the mixture into a large bowl, add 
the chicken thighs, and toss to coat. Let 
marinate overnight, covered, in the fridge.

3. Preheat the oven to 375°F. Remove the 
chicken thighs from the marinade; do not 
wipe off the excess.

4. Heat the canola oil in a large nonstick 
skillet over medium-high heat. Brown the 
thighs for 2 to 3 minutes per side (do this 
in batches to avoid crowding the pan). 
When all the chicken has been browned, 

transfer it to a large baking dish and bake 
until cooked through, about 8 minutes.

5. Serve the thighs whole or sliced.

Spring Pea Salad with Strawberries
Ingredients
As delicious as it is beautiful, this spring 
pea salad recipe is a potluck or dinner par-
ty stunner. Assemble the salad and dress 
just before serving—or serve the dressing 
next to the salad for people to drizzle. The 
tangy champagne vinaigrette balances the 
grassy sweetness of the peas and fruity pop 
of the berries.
8 cups mixed salad greens1 cup snow peas 
and/or snap peas, trimmed¾ cup sliced 
strawberries½ cup shelled fresh peas¼ cup 
crumbled feta cheese¼ cup chopped fresh 
min
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

Great Value Extra Virgin Olive Oil 17 oz
Adds smooth flavor to your everyday 
cooking
2 tablespoons champagne vinegar1 tea-
spoon honey¼ teaspoon salt¼ teaspoon 
ground pepper
Arrange greens, snow (or snap) peas, 
strawberries, peas and feta on a serving 
platter. Whisk mint, oil, vinegar, honey, 
salt and pepper in a small bowl and drizzle 
over the salad.

Creamy Avocado & White Bean Wrap
White beans mashed with ripe avocado and blended 
with sharp Cheddar and onion makes an incredibly rich, 
flavorful filling for this wrap. The tangy, spicy slaw adds 
crunch. A pinch (or more) of ground chipotle pepper and 
an extra dash of cider vinegar can be used in place of the 
canned chipotles in adobo sauce. Wrap these up to take as 
a healthy and portable lunch for work.
Ingredients
2 tablespoons cider vinegar1 tablespoon canola oil2 
teaspoons finely chopped canned chipotle chile in adobo 
sauce, (see Note)¼ teaspoon salt2 cups shredded red 
cabbage1 medium carrot, shredded¼ cup chopped fresh 
cilantro1 15-ounce can white beans, rinsed1 ripe avocado
Organic Hass Avocados
Everyday Savings
½ cup shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 2 tablespoons 
minced red onion4 8- to 10-inch whole-wheat wraps, or 
tortillas
Preparation
Whisk vinegar, oil, chipotle chile and salt in a medium 
bowl. Add cabbage, carrot and cilantro; toss to combine. 
Mash beans and avocado in another medium bowl with 
a potato masher or fork. Stir in cheese and onion. To 
assemble the wraps, spread about ½ cup of the bean-
avocado mixture onto a wrap (or tortilla) and top with 
about ⅔ cup of the cabbage-carrot slaw. Roll up. Repeat 

with remaining ingredients. Cut the wraps in half to 
serve, if desired.
Tip: Chipotle chiles in adobo sauce are smoked 
jalapeños packed in a flavorful sauce. Look for the 
small cans with the Mexican foods in large super-
markets. Once opened, they’ll keep at least 2 weeks 
in the refrigerator or 6 months in the freezer.
Eat neat: Keeping the filling inside a wrap or burrito 
can be a challenge, especially if you’re on the go. 
That’s why we recommend wrapping your burrito 
in foil so you can pick it up and eat it without losing 
the filling, peeling back the foil as you go.
Nutrition information 
Serving size: 1 wrap, ½ cup bean-avocado mixture 
& ⅔ cup cabbage carrot slaw
Per serving: 346 calories; 17 g fat(4 g sat); 13 g fiber; 
44 g carbohydrates; 12 g protein; 55 mcg folate; 14 
mg cholesterol; 3 g sugars; 0 g added sugars; 3,220 
IU vitamin A; 27 mg vitamin C; 135 mg calcium; 1 
mg iron; 465 mg sodium; 488 mg potassium
Nutrition Bonus: Vitamin A (64% daily value), 
Vitamin C (45% dv)
Carbohydrate Servings: 3
Exchanges: 2½ starch, 1 vegetable, 1 lean meat, 2 fat
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Aries (March 21st – April 20th)
You’ll certainly be fulfilling your need 
to be independent and develop self-
awareness especially within partnership/ 
relationships. Conversations, debates and 
finding a mentor all figure in. The work 
scene is pleasant. Watch the tendency to 
overindulge in food and drink.
By months’ end you could find a partner-
ship/relationship turning romantic. After 
the 15th, your mind will want to probe 
subjects intensely and penetrate deep 
spiritual truths. After the 22nd, you may 
experience the “death” and then rebirth of 
some personal aspect.
After the 24th, make sure groups and 
friends you are involved with are worth 
your time and effort. Be sure you are asso-
ciating with like-minded others! The 27th 
brings awareness to address your finances 
and/or current set of values.

Taurus (April 20th – May 21st)
Your ability to be resourceful and produc-
tive is being tested on the work front. Your 
workload has probably doubled. Keep on 
the look out for increased opportunities 
for advancement through October 2019. 
Health should be excellent through this 
period.
Romantic and creative pursuits get a 
loving boost but by months’ end the 
emphasis shifts to increased cooperation 
from co-workers and superiors. After the 
13th would be a good time to begin new 
projects that either enhance your work 
environment or improve your health.
The 15th brings the beginning of intense 
and probing communications in partner-
ship/ relationships. After the 24th, you 
may become involved with spiritual or 
occult matters within your career, or you 
could decide your present calling is not 
adequate. The 27th brings illumination to 
some personal issue.
Gemini (May 21st – June 21st)

This month you’ll find yourself in the 
mood to play. Your inner cruise director is 
working overtime to choose between ro-
mance, creativity or pleasurable pursuits. 
You’ll be busy enhancing the appearance 
of your home or perhaps entertaining 
guests.
By the end of the month you’ll really be 
in the mood for having a good time. The 
new moon on the 13th would be good 
for starting new creative projects that use 
your artistic ability. After the 15th, you’ll 
be more involved with mental work and be 
paying more attention to detail.
Communications increase with employ-
ers and employees. New health regimens 
will be considered. A good time to start a 
sensible diet. After the 24th, your interests 
may be stimulated to connect with higher 
consciousness and spiritual truths. The 
27th brings awareness to some mystical or 
spiritual discipline or emotional issue.
r

The home front becomes your strategic 
command center! You might as well have 
a revolving door with all the comings and 
goings. Numerous visitors, nostalgic con-
versations, lively debates, renovations and 
expansion are all part of the scenario.
From relationships to money, find out 

what to expect over the next 12 months 
with your 2019 annual horoscope
Precise, well thought out communications 
gives way to the tendency to overindulge 
in food and drink. Family disputes begin 
to be settled. The new moon on the 13th 
would be a good time to begin a project 
involving family or strengthening your 
security and/or foundation.

After the 15th, you’ll begin to express your 
thoughts and communicate them with 

others emotionally. Mental activities will 
appeal to you. After the 24th, you’ll be 
drawn once again to exploring the hidden 
aspects of the universe. The 27th brings 
enlightenment to personal goals/dreams 
and/or to some group activity or cause you 
are involved in.
Leo (July 23rd – August 23rd)

The universe is asking you to use your 
inborn need to creatively express your-
self and be appreciated by others in your 
everyday environment. The pace of your 
daily routine has surely gone into warp 
speed! Your plans for the future are be-
coming larger and more expansive.
Examining your personal values, being 
drawn to things of beauty and the urge to 
shop ’til you drop give way to discovering 
the considerate amount of love in your 
everyday world. Which one of you will 
receive a special “proposal”?
After the 15th, thoughts turn toward the 
home front, family, and considering the 
strength of your personal security and 
foundation. After the 24th, you may find 
yourself having to look more realistically 
at partnerships/relationships. Some may 
take on a higher spiritual quality. The 27th 
brings awareness to issues concerning 
career or projecting the public image you 
desire.
Virgo (August 23rd – September 
23rd)

You’ll be using your inborn talent to 
meticulously analyze your finances, your 
ability to make money, and your self-
worth. You’ll undoubtedly discover ways 
to function more efficiently. Be sure and 
set aside some money for sudden unex-
pected expenses.
Personal Venusian pursuits give way to 
the ability to attract material possessions, 
money and people. Financial opportuni-
ties may arise. Guard against over spend-
ing. The new moon on the 13th is a good 
time to start a project to increase your net 
worth.
After the 15th, you’ll pursue communica-
tions in your everyday environment in 
a more powerful and cathartic manner. 
After the 24th, you may realize the need to 
heighten your awareness and sensitivity to 
your physical self, or perhaps fellow em-
ployees may not clearly understand your 
actions. The 27th illuminates the need to 
take a break from your daily life on some 
level.
Libra (September 23rd – October 
22nd)

Happy Birthday you charming, diplomatic, 
artistic children of the zodiac! What a way 
to start your new yearly astrological cycle 
with so much planetary energy in your 
birth sign. You are truly on center stage as 
you have a lot to communicate.
Extra opportunities and luck come your 
way through October 2019. Hopefully 
you’ve begun some new creative projects. 
You have an extra boost of energy to move 
you forward until the middle of Novem-

ber. After the 15th you’ll intensely reexam-
ine your values – materially, intellectually 
and spiritually. After the 22nd, finances 
and personal values need to be addressed. 
Are they serving your needs or are you 
serving theirs?
An inspirational romance or project could 
begin after the 24th. Joint finances, taxes, 
or intense personal issues could be illu-
minated on the 27th. By months’ end you 
enhance your appearance or completely 
change it.
Scorpio (October 22nd – November 
21st)

Do you feel like a volcano bubbling and 
boiling ready to erupt? All this Libra 
planetary energy is immersed in a house 
for you where things are often vague and 
unclear. Irritability is heightened. Engage 
in some form of mental and physical exer-
cise to ease the tension.
You have a guardian angel on your shoul-
der until October 2019. A good month to 
pursue goals and dreams, participate in 
group activities, or spend more time with 
friends. After the 15th, you’ll share what’s 
been on your mind the last month.
Your new yearly astrological cycle begins 
on the 22nd. Unclear issues concerning 
the home front or family could arise after 
the 24th. The 27th brings enlightenment 
to the need to address issues in some part-
nership/relationship. You might discover a 
secret admirer by month’s end!
Sagittarius (November 21st – De-
cember 21st)

An excellent month to pursue your goals 
and dreams in life, to participate in group 
activities and causes perhaps to the point 
of taking a leading role, and to spend time 
with friends and make new ones. The new 
moon on the 13th would be a great time 
to begin a new project in this area of your 
life.
After the 15th, meditation would serve 
you well and help you connect to your 
higher spiritual self and beliefs. After the 
22nd, you begin your yearly period of 
getting in touch with your subconscious 
mind. Your astrological year is ending. It’s 
time to review and revise to prepare for 
new growth next “year.”
A strong interest concerning mystical or 
occult subjects could arise after the 24th. 
The 27th could bring revelations regarding 
daily work or health concerns. Months’ 
end brings new romantic interests one of 
who might be a friend.
Capricorn (December 21st – Janu-

ary 19th)

Ok you industrious, highly organized sea 
goats, your career and/or public image is 
receiving a lot of universal energy. Time to 
further define and reassess what you want. 
Additional opportunities or just plain luck 
come in these areas through October 2019 
– take advantage!
Authority figures are watching. Rewards 
could be great – especially by months’ end 
– or those putting forth the extra effort. 
The new moon on the 13th is an oppor-
tune time to plant seeds for a new project 
to enhance your career and/or public 
image. After the 15th, you’ll be expressing 

your ideas and opinions, in a direct and 
penetrating manner, in group activities 
and with friends. Your sense of values may 
take on a heightened spiritual tone after 
the 24th. Illumination is given regarding 
some creative or romantic endeavor on the 
27th.
Aquarius (January 19th – February 
19th)

A lot of planetary energy is activating the 
area in your chart that involves higher 
education and philosophical ideas. Time 
to pursue a new course of study, take a 
journey to foreign lands, or simply interact 
with foreign people to expand your uni-
versal vision and help nurture your inborn 
need to create social change.
After the 13th would be an opportune 
time to initiate new activities in these ar-
eas. Most of the month you may find your-
self craving intense emotional encounters 
that will stir your deepest passions.
By months’ end you’ll be longing for 
places with breath-taking vistas or find a 
foreigner has captured your heart. After 
the 15th, you’ll be thinking and commu-
nicating intensely about career matters or 
your public image. You may find yourself 
more compassionate towards others after 
the 24th. Issues on the home front may 
arise on the 27th.

Pisces (February 19th – March 
21st)

Your ruling planet Neptune turns direct 
this month. You now continue to pursue 
outwardly your inborn intuitive spiritual 
desire to move humanity forward to a 
higher plane of existence. What a time to 
come out of “hibernation” with so much 
planetary energy driving you to pursue so 
much intensity in your life. You may seem 
a little withdrawn by others. This is the 
month to investigate anything that needs 
an answer.
Partnerships/relationships go smoothly 
– you’ll be analyzing them very closely. 
Issues can be settled amicably. By months’ 
end you’ll be craving close intimate en-
counters. After the 15th, you’ll be thinking 
of ways to intensely transform your vision 
of life and the universe. After the 24th, 
you begin to question and reevaluate what 
your life means in spiritual terms. Enlight-
enment occurs on the 27th regarding your 
everyday environment.
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MATRIMONY

Female 
Name: LF 
Age: 23 
Height: 5’5”   
Colour: very fair 
Residence : UAE dubai  
Education: Doing Masters in media busi-
ness in Netherland 
Profession: Student 
Legal Status: UAE Resident also holding 
multiple visas of US and Canada 
Marital status : single 
Ethnicity: Indian 
Religious Sect: Sunni Muslim 
Family: Father doing business in dubai 
and mother homemaker.. 1 brother doing 
Engineering and 2 younger sisters sHob-
bies: reading, travelling hiking etc 
Hijabi: yes 
LOOKING FOR:  
Age : 25 to 28  
Height: 5’10 to 6 feet 
Residence: US or Canadian Citizens 
Education: Masters or Engineering or 
medicine field as well .. 
Profession: Businesses or job 
Legal Status..US or Canadian Citizen 
Marital Status: Single 
Religious Sect: Sunni Muslim 
Ethnicity:  Indian 
Contact: Mother 
0097150-4743741

 
Male 
Name: HRS 
Age: 29 
Height: 5’10” 
Residence: Near Houston, Texas 
Education: BS in Chemical Engineering, 
MS in Petroleum engineering, Texas A&M 
Univeristy, Phd in Interdiciplinary Engi-
neering  Texas A&M Univerisity 
Legal Status: Student Visa 
Marital Status: Never Married 
Ethnicity: Indian 
Religious sect: Sunni 
Language: Urdu , English 
Hobbies: Generally inclined towards to 
any outdoor activity 
 
LOOKING FOR 
Age: 24 to 27 
Height: 5’3” above 
Residence: US,Canada 
Education: BS and above 
Marital  Status: Never married 
Hijabi: Yes 
Ethnicity: India,Pakistan 
Legal Status: US,Canadian 
Profession: Any 
 
Contact: 
Mother Bahrain: 00973-33932939

Female 
Hijabi 
Hyderabadi Gulf Born Canadian Citizen 
Name: BT 
Age: 23 
Height: 5 2” 
Residence : Ontario, Canada 
Education: Bachelors of Science - Biology 
Profession: Research Student 
Legal Status: Canadian citizen 
Marital status : Single-never married 
Ethnicity: Hyderabadi, Indian Canadian 
family.  
Religious Sect: Sunni - Hanafi, hijabi, 
wears jilbab, tries to balance between deen 
& dunya,  
Language: English, Urdu, Hindi 
Hobbies: Cooking, baking, reading, henna 
art, visual arts. 
 
LOOKING FOR: 
Age : 25-29yrs 
Height: 5 6” and taller 
Residence: Canada/US/India/Gulf 
Education: Professional undergraduate 
or Masters( engineer, doctor, pharmacist, 
CA) 
Profession: student/working who is inter-
ested in settling down in Canada 
Legal Status:US/Canadian Student/Resi-
dent/Citizen 
Marital Status: Single- never married 
Religious Sect: Sunni - Hanafi,  
OSAP paid: yes  
Ethnicity: Indian, Pakistani 
Contact: Sister 5192813803

FEMALE  
 
Hijabi : No 
Name: ZG  
Age: 42 
Height: 5’3 
Residence : Brampton  
Education: under graduate  
Profession: business  
Legal Status: Canadian  
Marital status : divorce (no kids) 
Ethnicity: Pakistani,Punjabi  
Religious Sect: Sunni  
OSAP paid: Yes 
Family: parents and two younger brothers  
Language: English, Urdu  
Hobbies: cooking, traveling, spending 
time with family  
 
LOOKING FOR: 
Male  
Age : 38 to 45yrs 
Height: 5’8 or up 
Residence: USA or Canada  
Education: any  
Profession: any but preferred business  
Legal Status: Canadian or USA citizen  
Marital Status: any  
Religious Sect: Sunni  
OSAP paid: Yes 
Ethnicity:  Pakistani or Indian Muslim

Gender: Male 
Name: AM 
Age: 28 years 
Height: 5.9 
Education: Electrical & Computer Engi-
neer, PEngg 
Profession: Senior Electrical Engineer 
Marital status: Never married 
Legal Status: Canadian citizen 
Ethnicity: Hyderabad, India 
Religion: Sunni, Hanafi Muslim   
Family: Parents and Sisters (2 married) 
Mother Tongue:-  Urdu 
Dargah/Smoke:-  No 
 
Looking for:- 
 
Age: 23-25 
Height: 5.4”  
Education: Graduate /Masters 
Residence: India/KSA/Canada 
Profession: Homemaker 
Marital Status: Never married 
Religion: Sunni Muslim who observes 
abaya and is free from shirk. 
Ethnicity: Hyderabad, India 
 
For further details please contact:-   
cell & w/a  4189307331

Male  
 
Beard: No 
Name: SU 
Age: 29 
Height: 5”11  
Residence : USA 
Education:  B.com and MBA from Hyder-
abad ( Osmania University).  
Masters in computers from USA. 
Profession: Has a full time job. 
Legal Status: Work Permit(USA) 
Marital status : Single -Never Married 
Ethnicity: Indian ( Hyderabadi) 
Family: Mother and three brothers and 
Three sisters ( all siblings are married and 
settled) 
Language: Urdu and English 
Hobbies: gym, soccer, traveling, cooking 
LOOKING FOR: 
Hijabi, Religious, Simple and Family 
oriented Bride. 
Age : 20- 27 
Height: 5”2- 5”7 
Residence: USA 
Education: Any 
Profession: Any 
Legal Status:- USA Residence. 
Marital Status: Single - Never married 
Religious Sect: Sunni(No Fatiha and 
Darga Please) 
Ethnicity:  Indian ( Hyderabadi) 
 
Contact : Sister 
Canada, 613- 222-2443

Male 
Short Beard 
Name Mohammed 
Age 1986 Born 
Height 5’11 
Residence North York 
Education B.Pharmacy 
Profession Working in South Lake Hospi-
tal Pharmacy 
Legal status  PR holdet 
Marital status Never married 
Ethinicity Indian 
Religious sect Sunni 
Family Parents  
2 Sisters Married 
1 Brother working in india 
Language English Urdu Hindi 
Hobbies Travelling  Movies Music Foodie 
 
LOOKING FOR 
Non Hijabi Working 
Age 26 & Above 
Height  5’3 Above preferable 
Residence Ontario 
Education Bachelors & Above 
Profession Any 
Legal status Citizen/PR holder 
Marital status  
Never Married 
Religious sect Sunni 
Ethinicity  Indian/Pakistani 
Contact 
W/A 0091 9951771531 
e mail  
javnaf1949@gmail.com 

Male 
Name:MTP 
Age:27yrs 
Height:5.7 
Colour:fair  
Qualification:BE  
Profession: working in metric stream  
Legal status:H1B1 
Martial status: single  
Ethnicity : India 
Religion:sunni muslim 
Father: gazeetetted officer 
Mother : homemaker 
Sister: married and settled in Chicago 
Languages known: English, Urdu, Kan-
nada and Spanish 
 
 
 
Looking for 
Beautiful girl  
Age:25-26 
Height : 5.3-5.5 
Residence:USA citizen 
Education: engineering or any other field 
as well  
Ethnicity: Bangalore 
Contact mother : 9845057321
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From: 
MUBARAK RISHTE

Email: EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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Gender: Male 
Name: AM 
Age: 28 years 
Height: 5.9 
Education: Electrical & Computer Engi-
neer, PEngg 
Profession: Senior Electrical Engineer 
Marital status: Never married 
Legal Status: Canadian citizen 
Ethnicity: Hyderabad, India 
Religion: Sunni, Hanafi Muslim  
Family: Parents and Sisters (2 married) 
Mother Tongue:-  Urdu 
Dargah/Smoke:-  No 
 
Looking for:- 
 
Age: 23-25 
Height: 5.4”  
Education: Graduate /Masters 
Residence: India/KSA/Canada 
Profession: Homemaker 
Marital Status: Never married 
Religion: Sunni Muslim who observes 
abaya and is free from shirk. 
Ethnicity: Hyderabad, India 
 
For further details please contact:-   
cell & w/a  4189307331

Female 
 
Name: LF 
Age: 23 
Height: 5’5”   
Colour: very fair 
Residence : UAE dubai  
Education: Doing Masters in media busi-
ness in Netherland 
Profession: Student 
Legal Status: UAE Resident also holding 
multiple visas of US and Canada 
Marital status : single 
Ethnicity: Indian 
Religious Sect: Sunni Muslim 
Family: Father doing business in dubai 
and mother homemaker.. 1 brother doing 
Engineering and 2 younger sisters school-
ing  
Language: Urdu/ English  
Hobbies: reading, travelling hiking etc 
Hijabi: yes 
LOOKING FOR:  
Age : 25 to 28  
Height: 5’10 to 6 feet 
Residence: US or Canadian Citizens 
preferably 
Education: Masters or Engineering or 
medicine field as well .. 
Profession: Businesses or job 
Legal Status..US or Canadian Citizen 
Marital Status: Single 
Religious Sect: Sunni Muslim 
Ethnicity:  Indian 
Contact: Mother 
0097150-4743741 

Female 
hijab : yes 
Name:  XX 
D.of.birth: 1989   (30 years) 
Height: 5’3” 
Residence:  Toronto  
Education:  graduated with Honours B.Sc  
and B.Ed  from university of Toronto. 
Graduated with high distinction. 
Profession: Teacher (Calgary ) can be 
relocate  
Legal status: Canadian citizenship. 
Marital status:  never married 
Ethnicity: Pakistani Punjabi  (Sunni 
Muslim) 
Family :  Parents ,4 siblings  
Language: English,Urdu,French . 
Hobbies : playing  board games/ working  
with kids /going on hikes /attending Is-
lamic lectures  and Volunteering /traveling 
 
LOOKING FOR: 
Age:  29 to 35 
Height:  any 
Residence: Canada 
Education: University degree 
Profession:  any 
Legal status: Canadian/OR Usa  citizen-
ship 
Marital status: never married. 
Ethnicity:  Sunni Muslim 
Contact : Mother 
416-876-8560 (only what’s app messages 
plz)

Male 
Name: HRS 
Age: 29 
Height: 5’10” 
Residence: Near Houston, Texas 
Education: BS in Chemical Engineering, 
MS in Petroleum engineering, Texas A&M 
Univeristy, Phd in Interdiciplinary Engi-
neering  Texas A&M Univerisity 
Legal Status: Student Visa 
Marital Status: Never Married 
Ethnicity: Indian 
Religious sect: Sunni 
Language: Urdu , English 
Hobbies: Generally inclined towards to 
any outdoor activity 
 
LOOKING FOR 
Age: 24 to 27 
Height: 5’3” above 
Residence: US,Canada 
Education: BS and above 
Marital  Status: Never married 
Hijabi: Yes 
Ethnicity: India,Pakistan 
Legal Status: US,Canadian 
Profession: Any 
 
Contact: 
Mother Bahrain: 00973-33932939 

Male 
Age:   28 
Height:  5.’7” 
Residence: Toronto. 
Education: Doctor of pharmacy UofT. 
Profession: Pharmacist in Toronto 
Legal status: Canadian citizen
 
Marital status: Never married 
Ethnicity: Pakistani Punjabi (Sunni ). 
Language: English, Urdu 
Hobbies: Hockey, movies

 
LOOKING For: 
Girl: Hijabi/ slim/fair 
Height: Up to 5’5 
Residence:  Canada 
Education:  Bachelor’s degree at least Or 
higher. 
 
Profession: Preferably in health care. Will 
consider too any settled profession. 
Legal status: Canadian citizen 
Ethnicity: Preferably Pakistani 
Contact Mother 
416-876-8560 (Please send WhatsApp  
messages only)

Male 
Name   :-Mohammed 
Age        :-26 
Height   :-5-7” 
Residence:-Dallas  
Education:-BE(mech)MS(Industrial 
English) 
Profession:-working in Toyota company 
Dallas. 
Legal status:-OPT  
Marital status:-un married  
Ethnicity:- Hyderabadi 
Indian  
Religious sect:-Sunni Muslim  
Family:-Father,Mother 2sister 1Brother 
Elder sister married  
Language:-ArabicUrdu English  
      
 
        LOOKING FOR:-Female  
 
Age:-18—25 
Height:-5.3”—-5.6” 
Residence:-USA  
Education:-Any 
Profession:-Any 
Legal status:-US citizens/green card 
holder  
Marital status:-Un Married  
Religious sect:-Sunni Muslim  
Ethnicity:-India/ Pakistan  
  
    Contact:-971507116717

Name: Sarfraz Ansari  
Age: 30 
Height: 5,9”  
Residence : India, 
Education: MBBS. MD 
Doing Residency now 
Elder brother : Surgeon 
Sis in law : Gynaecologist  
Profession: doctor 
Father - Business man 
Legal Status: RESIDENCE 
Marital status : SINGLE 
Ethnicity: India 
Religious Sect: MUSLIM 
Family:  
Language: URDU HINDI ENGLISH 
Hobbies: TRAVELLING. PLAYING .  
 
 
LOOKING FOR: Female 
Age : 23_30 
Height: 5.5-6 
Residence: US India Nepal Pakistan 
Education: Doctor or Dentist 
Profession: Doctor  
Legal Status: Residence 
Marital Status: single 
Religious Sect: Muslim 
Ethnicity:  US Uk India Nepal Pakistani 
 
Contact:whatsApp 
 
 +919818409459

Female 
Name: SI 
Age: 26 
Height: 5.1 
Residence : Houston, TX. USA.  
Education: B.S in Finance 
Profession: Accounts Administrator  
Legal Status: Green Card Holder - USA.  
Marital status : single 
Ethnicity: Indian 
Relocating: US/Canada 
Religious Sect: sunni 
Language: Urdu,english 
Hijabi: not hijabi but practices Islamic 
teachings in day to day life.  
 
 
LOOKING FOR: Male 
Age : below 30 
Residence: USA / Canada  
Education: bachelors or masters 
Marital Status:single (never married) 
Religious Sect: sunni  
Ethnicity:  Indian 
 
Contact:  
Irshad Bahmany (Father) 
832-433-2494
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CONGRATULATIONS to Mohammad Azharuddin
Making a comeback to cricket as an admin-
istrator, former India captain Mohammad 
Azharuddin is elected as the President of 
Hyderabad Cricket Association (HCA).

Azharuddin’s fans started celebrating at 
the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium 
in Uppal soon after it was announced that 
the former cricketer was elected after he 
pipped his nearest rival Prakash Chand Jain 
by 74 votes.

Out of the 227 members, 223 had cast their 
votes. The former India captain secured 
147 votes while Jain polled only 73.

Though there were three candidates for 
the President’s post, the main contest was 
between Azharuddin and Jain.

Azharuddin, who played 99 Tests and 334 
ODIs for India between 1985 and 2000, 
vowed to restore the glory of Hyderabad 
cricket.

The 56-year-old, who is also a former 
Member of Parliament, had made an un-

successful attempt to contest the HCA polls 
in 2017. The returning officer had rejected 
his nomination citing the ban imposed on 
him by the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) for his alleged involvement in 
match-fixing.
 Predominantly a middle order batsman, 
Azharuddin was known for his attacking 
brand of cricket irrespective of the situa-
tion of the game and his superb catching 
in the slip cordon and outfield. Indeed, at 
the time of his forced retirement, he was 
arguably India’s best fielder, even at the age 
of 37. Azhar started his career with a 110 
against England in Kolkata in 1984 and 
ended with a 102 against South Africa in 
Banglaore in 2000 thus, becoming the only 
Indian and the fifth batsman ever to score a 
century in his first and last Test matches.
Azharuddin became the captain of the 
Indian team succeeding Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth in 1989. He led the Indian team 
in 47 Test matches and 174 One Day Inter-
nationals. He led the team to victory in 90 
ODIs

MOHIB BAIG AZEEM A.QUADEER KABEER KHAN

MOHAMMAD RIZWAN UDDIN

SULTAN MAZHARUDDIN KHAN ATHER

IMRAN HASHMI RAHUL GANDHI

IFTEKHAR 
SHAREEF

MOHD MOHSIN
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The century-old storm water drain system 
of the Nizam era has proven that even 
now it is much better than the modern 
drainage system. Old mohallas of Hyder-
abad are not much affected by the recent 
continuous rain. Rainwater only entered 
houses in areas colonised after 1960. 
 
When the Musi River was flooded in 1908, 
the sixth Nizam, Mir Mahboob Ali Khan, 
appointed Mokshag-ondam Vishweshwa-
rayya as chief adviser to avoid such havoc 
in future and focus on the draining of 
storm water. He asked him to study Hy-
derabad and chalk out an elaborate plan 
to manage the floods and for storm water 
management. 
 
After his demise in 1911, the seventh 
Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan, established 
the City Improvement Board to provide 
better civic facilities in the city. Later, the 
City Drainage Board was established in 
1926. 
 
The system is still serving efficiently 
despite a manifold increase in the popula-
tion. During the recent incessant rain, 
it survived the severe force of the water. 
Old mohallas like Moghalpura, Khilwat, 
Fateh Darwaza, Chelapura, Hussaini Al-
am, Sultan Shahi and Chanchalguda are 
areas never affected during heavy rains. 

In these areas, rainwater recedes in lesser 
time as the lines of the storm water drains 
and drainage drains are much deeper and 
wider compared with lines developed after 
the Nizam era. 
 
In the Old City, only those habitations 
were being affected during the rain which 
came up  either on water bodies or on the 
banks of nalas. Such areas include Talab-
katta, Ganga Bowli, Bhavani Nagar, Salam 
Chowk, Falaknuma Al-Jubail Colony, 
Bilalnagar, Amannagar, Moula Ka Chilla. 
 
New colonies which emerged in Tolichow-
ki like Nizam Colony, Salar Jung Colony, 
MD Lines, Nadeem Colony, Al-Hasnat 
Colony, Al-Kareem Colony, Owaisi 
Colony, Akbarpura, BalReddy nagar are 
most affected areas which are inundated 
every year. 
 
Residents complained that the GHMC au-
thorities do not de-silt the Balkampet nala 
passing through the military area. 
 
Dr Gade Venkatesh, a sanitation expert, 
said Asaf Jahi rulers were keen to acquire 
world class facilities in their estate and 
always focused on high quality. Whatever 
they built and developed were the world’s 
best standards of their times.

At Rose function Palace Mohammed Ali Shabbir, Farooq Hussain, actor 
Suman Talwar and Kabeer Khan

Khan Ather, Jaber Patel, Zakir Osman, Akhtar Nawab and  Mirza Nayeem Baig at a 
bismillah ceremony 

Mohib Baig and Abdur Rahman congratulating Srinivas Donthi on his birthday

Big crack found on PVNR Expressway

Film director Kona Venkat shared a picture of the pillar on his FB, 
Twitter feed and asked the authorities to take care before it was 
too late.
Hyderabad: The P.V. Narasimha Rao Expressway developed cracks 
on pillar no. 20, creating panic among motorists. After the recent 
incident at Ameerpet metro station, everyone’s focus is on flyovers 
and the construction of the Metro Rail. However, officials of the 
Hyderabad Metropolitan Development Authority (HMDA) said 
there was no need to worry.
The crack was first identified on Wednesday and a few people 
had posted photos of the damaged pillar on Facebook and Twit-
ter. Later, film director Kona Venkat shared a picture of it on his 
Facebook and Twitter feed. He pointed out that pillar no. 20 of the 
PVNR Expressway had developed cracks and asked the authorities 
to take care before it was too late.
The director tagged GHMC and the Minister for municipal ad-

ministration and urban develop-
ment, Mr K.T. Rama Rao in his 
post.
Local people said that they 
found it only yesterday but 
can’t say when the cracks first 
developed. They said it may have 
developed following the torrential rains that lashed the city over 
the last few days. They said there may be no danger to the struc-
tural health of the expressway, but they fear what would happen if 
a piece fell down.
Chief engineer of HMDA, Mr B. L. N. Reddy, said a team of engi-
neers inspected the spot and it was found that there is no danger 
to the structure as the cracks were not developed either on a pillar 
or girder.
“The flyover is totally intact. People should not panic,” he said. He 
added that repair work would be carried out overnight.

Abdur Rahman at the oath ceremony of 
Tamilisai Soundararajan  New governor of 
Telangana at Rajbhavan
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HINDI MOVIE RELEASE DATES

Ittymaani: Made In China Movie Review : 
A weak story with a weaker script

Story: Ittichan (Mohanlal) is known for 
this thriftiness and gets in trouble every-
time he tries to do some good. Even his 
magnanimity ends up earning him more 
bad name.

Review: Ittymani was born in China, yet 
brought up in Kunnankulam, Thrissur. 
And, ‘Ittymani : Made in China’ is his 
story. Debutante director duo Jibi and Joju 
have more than two decades of experience 
in Malayalam cinema to boost of associ-
ates and assistant directors. So the expecta-
tions from their debut would be high given 
that they’ve roped in an impressive star 
cast, including Mohanlal, KPAC Lalitha, 
Siddique, Raadhika, Aju Varghese, etc.

Ittychan, aka Ittymani, quite like the 
eponymous Pranchiyettan, is a wealthy, 
yet thrifty businessman who wants to 
create a good name and image for himself 
among his peers. But everything Ittychan 
puts himself upto ends up creating more 
trouble for him. And his Chinese roots (he 
was born and raised till age 10 in China) 

earn him the title of ‘made in China’ which 
is also used to taunt his credentials as a 
“duplicate”. How he gets in and out of each 
crisis makes the crux of the film.

Ittychan’s love-hate relationship with his 
mother (KPAC Lalitha) makes for much 
entertainment, even as they share their 
love for China and the time they spent 
there and even converse in Chinese. It-
tichan’s bachelor status also leads to some 
humour. But largely the humour that 
depends on wit-wordplay and sexual innu-
endos falls flat or, at times,evokes a laugh 
as a knee-jerk reaction. Aju Varghese and 
Hareesh Kanaran, the quintessential com-
edy factories are mere ornaments.

But speaking of ornamental casting, Hon-
ey Rose’s character is the true decoration 
on the script. Her character Jessy has the 
least consequence in the story that even 
if her portions are dissected, it wouldn’t 
really affect the movie. The distasteful 
puns mostly irk than amuse. Even the 
references from iconic Mohanlal movies 

like ‘Thoovanathumbikal’ et al are 
a disservice to the man and his fans 
from they way they have been con-
ceived. The story is forceful in trying 
to be feel-good. It plays out like a 
stretched out comedy sketch done in 
poor taste. When you try to aim at 
highlighting the abandonment of an 
elderly woman by her children, hav-
ing her refereed to as a “second-hand 
ambassador” with “good mileage and 
pick-up” is absolutely repugnant. 
And in true “masterpiece-style” trying to 
polish over it by making the protagonist 
make a sweeping speech about “respect-
ing elders” in the climax doesn’t help. By 
just preaching to respect elders while not 
walking the talk isn’t helping anyone. The 
forced goodness in the story sticks out like 
a sore thumb making the lengthy run time 
of the movie hard to keep up with.

The songs in ‘Ittymani: Made in China’ 
are a respite to the otherwise stretched out 
crass-fest. And Mohanlal, inspite of look-
ing plastic, is the star he is for a reason. 

Mohanlal is Mohanlal, and nothing and 
nobody can take that away from him. His 
combinations with KPAC Lalitha and Sid-
dique are the only things that make the 2 
hour 30 plus hour movie worth anything.

‘Ittymani :Made in China’ is a weak story 
and a weaker script that even the Mohanlal 
cannot save. It’s a poorly made amalgama-
tion of every stereotype in the book, that 
neither Mohanlal, nor his fans deserved. 
So catch it at your own risk.

War (2019 film)
War is an upcoming Indian Hindi-
language action thriller film directed by 
Siddharth Anand. It is produced by Aditya 
Chopra under his banner Yash Raj Films, 
and stars Hrithik Roshan, Tiger Shroff and 
Vaani Kapoor. The film follows an Indian 
soldier who is assigned to eliminate his 
mentor, who had turned rogue.
Principal photography of the film began 
in the second week of September 2018, 
and concluded in March 2019. Initially 
titled Fighters, the film’s title was changed 
after the release of the official teaser in July 
2019. The film’s soundtrack is composed 

by Vishal–Shekhar, with lyrics written by 
Kumaar, and released under the ban-
ner YRF Music. War is scheduled to be 
theatrically released in India in IMAX on 
2 October 2019, the occasion of Gandhi 
Jayanti.
Khalid, an Indian soldier, is assigned to 
eliminate Kabir, a former soldier turned 
rogue, who mentored Khalid. This leads to 
‘war’ between them.
Development
On occasion of Yash Chopra’s birth an-
niversary, Yash Raj Films announced a 
thrilling action film starring Hrithik Ro-

shan and Tiger Shroff Hrithik and Tiger 
shared screen space for the first time in 
the film directed by Siddharth Anand. 
It has been thirteen years since Hrithik 
and YRF teamed up post Dhoom 2. 
And, the film is Tiger’s first YRF film. 
Vaani Kapoor was finalised to play lead 
role.Two international action choreogra-
phers from Hollywood and Korea were 
employed to design action sequences. 
Siddharth the director stated, “We want 
to push the benchmark of action movies 
that are made in our country. So, we are 
bringing two of the biggest action chore-

ographers together to design some of the 
most outlandish and visually-spectacular 
sequences. On one hand, we have Andy R 
Armstrong from Hollywood and on the 
other, we have Mr Oh, who is an outstand-
ing martial arts action choreographer 
from South Korea
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Top 10 Most Influential Bollywood Personalities
These are the dream merchants 
whose every action and word is 
followed ardently by the millions 
who worship them. As part of 
an exclusive series, Yahoo India 
brings to you a ‘power list’ of the 
most powerful entertainers in the 
country.

Methodology: Ranking famous 
people as per their perceived 
clout in their respective spheres 
of influence is a tough task at the 
best of times. But for the purpose 
of populating this list, we have 
tried to be as objective and trans-
parent as possible. The factors 
that governed our choices are as 
follows: measurable success in 
terms of hits and collections, vis-
ibility and standing in traditional 
and social media, achievements 
in the last 12 months, the impact 
they have they have made within 
the industry and outside it, and 
that intangible ‘wow’ factor that 
lends these people the Midas 
touch.
The pioneer of the saas-bahu 
serials era on Indian television, 
Ekta became a household name 
with successful soap operas such 
as ‘Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu 
Thi’, ‘Kasauti Zindagi Ki’ and 
‘Kusum’. While a lot of viewers 
criticized these ‘K’ serials for be-
ing regressive, the TRPs showed 
that there was a huge section of 
the population lapping them up. 
Ekta replicated her small screen 

success with some very success-
ful films under her banner, Balaji 
Motion Pictures. And now, she 
has made a super successful tran-
sition to the OTT space, launch-
ing 40 web TV series online 
through her digital app ALTBa-
laji. The czarina of Indian TV 
recently embraced motherhood 
by choosing to become a single 
parent to a baby boy through 
surrogacy.
****************************
India’s first genuine export into 
Hollywood’s mainstream, this 
former Miss World has carved 
out a unique niche for herself 
in the national as well as inter-
national arena. Her role as FBI 
agent Alex Parish in ‘Quantico’ 
catapulted her to global fame 
and there has been no looking 

back for Priyanka since. From 
being invited to Megan Markle’s 
royal wedding to getting hitched 
to one of America’s most popu-
lar singers, Nick Jonas, this lady 
can sashay her way into any ‘A’ 
list with the utmost ease. Such 
was the buzz around her wed-
ding, that even India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi graced 
the occasion. She is also a global 
ambassador for Unicef and car-
ries herself with impeccable 
poise wherever she goes — the 
hallmark of a genuine celebrity.
*******************************
From big screen superstars to the 
men behind their success; from 
beauty queens turned inter-
national celebrities to talented 
actresses with opinions as sharp 

as their acting chops - here are 
India’s Top 10 Most Influential
The once undisputed Badshah of 
Bollywood has had a long, dry 
spell at the box-office. His ex-
periments with new roles haven’t 
quite paid-off and back-to-back 
big budget films, ‘Dilwale’ (2015), 
‘Fan’ (2016), ‘Raees’ (2017),
********************************
She is among the few female 
actors in India with the ability 
to carry a film on her shoulders. 
Known for her bold and some-
times controversial statements 
about colleagues, Kangana’s saves 
her best for the big screen. She 
was loved in the memorable 

‘Tanu Weds Manu’ franchise and 
Vikas Bahl’s ‘Queen’. Her period 
drama, ‘Manikarnika’, which she 
co-directed after the director 
walked out halfway thorough, 
netted over Rs 95 crore. Her 
fierce views against the practice 
of nepotism in Bollywood, in 
which she did not even spare 
Karan Johar, have only added 
to the clout she possesses in the 
industry.
********************************
Deepika’s last big release was 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s ‘Padmaa-
vat’ (2018) and the film was an 
out-and-out blockbuster. Her 
next film is Meghna Gulzar’s 
‘Chhapaak’, a story inspired by 
the travails of an acid-attack sur-

vivor. While Deepika seems to be 
taking time to decide on her film 
projects, she’s almost always in 
the news. Her red carpet appear-
ance at the MET Gala and at the 
Cannes Film Festival in 2019 was 
much talked about. She has also 
spoken openly about her struggle 
with depression and has worked 
to raise awareness about mental 
health in India with ‘The Live, 
Love, Laugh Foundation’. In 2018, 
Deepika was the first woman to 
enter the top five of Forbes India’s 
2018 list of richest Indians.
********************************
Can you think of another star 
emerging from India who has a 

dedicated fan following even in 
Japan? That’s Rajinikanth for you! 
What nobody else can do, Rajini 
can. From being a bus conduc-
tor to a mass-frenzy-evoking 
superstar, Rajni’s journey has 
been long, arduous and dramatic. 
As of now, even at 68, he is in big 
demand with actresses less than 
half his age vying for roles oppo-
site him. The combined earnings 

of his ‘Kaala’, ‘2.0’ and ‘Petta’, at 
the end of January 2019, was 
estimated to be over ₹1000 crore 
according to trade analysts.
*******************************
His range of portrayals are as 
diverse as they are praiseworthy 
and this livewire actor always 
ensures that both critics and 
fans sit up and take notice of his 
performances. From the boy next 

door in ‘Band Baaja Baraat’, to 
the emperor Alauddin Khilji in 
‘Padmaavat’ to the street-rapper 
Murad Ahmed in ‘Gully Boy’ 
— Ranveer has done justice to 
whatever he has taken on. His 
wedding with Deepika Padu-
kone established them both as a 
genuine power couple in the film 
industry. Ranveer’s next features 
him as Kapil Dev in the much-
anticipated ’83’.
********************************
While his area of influence 
was originally primarily in 
the Telugu-speaking southern 

regions, the stupendous success 
of ‘Baahubali’ and its sequel have 
imbued Rajamouli’s fame with a 
pan-Indian hue. The ‘Baahubali’ 
franchise is the highest-grossing 
Indian multilingual film fran-
chise of all time. Rajamouli has 
now become a name that can get 
one of the biggest openings at 
the theatres across the country. 
For a regional director to achieve 
this is no mean feat.He was also 
honoured with the Padma Shri in 
2016 for his contributions to the 
field of art.
*******************************
The 53-year-old ‘Bhai’ of Bol-
lywood continues to be the coun-
try’s most commercially suc-
cessful actor. His recent release, 
‘Bharat’, enjoyed a dream run in 
theatres and his next, the third 
instalment of the very successful 
‘Dabangg’ franchise, is expected 

to be an even bigger hit this 
coming Christmas. Even Salman’s 
notoriety — his run-ins with the 
law of the land in the infamous 
hit-and-run and black buck cases 
— have failed to weaken the grip 
in which he seems to hold his 
die-had fans. His well-known 
philanthropy and masterly host-
ing of the popular ‘Big Boss’ 
show have further endeared him 
to his fans. He has also launched 
several newcomers and allowed 
them to gain a foothold in the 
industry.
******************************

Producer, director, chat-show 
host and actor: these are only 
some of the hats this multifaceted 
celebrity dons with panache. 
In a career spanning over 20 
years, Karan has overseen the 
spectacular growth of Dharma 
Productions as it continues to 
be the most coveted Bollywood 
banner to work under. Even 
though his recent films, ‘Kalank’ 
and ‘Student of the Year 2’, didn’t 
quite live up to the expectations, 
Johar’s penchant for big-budget 
films often works magic at the 
the box-office. His inner circle 
includes the film industry’s who’s 
who: Shah Rukh Khan, Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, Ranbir Kapoor 
and Alia Bhatt, all acknowledge 
the huge role KJo has played in 
the evolution of their careers. His 
talk show prowess and, now, his 
courage to step into fatherhood 
through surrogacy, make him a 
role model for many.

Yahoo India
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Waliuddin

Sridhar Deshpande

Siasat Daily Hyderabad
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On the lighter side....

Michelle: I hear you broke off your en-
gagement to Rob. Why?

Irina: It’s just that my feelings toward him 
weren’t the same any more.

Michelle: Are you returning the ring?

Irina: No way! My feelings toward the ring 
haven’t changed on
------------------------------------------------
Weary of constantly picking clothes up 
from the floor of her son’s room, a mother 
finally laid down the law. Each item of 
clothing she had to pick up would cost her 
son 25 cents.

By the end of the week, he owed her $9.50. 
She received the money promptly, along 
with a 50 cent tip and a note that read, 
“Thanks, Mom, keep up the good work
----------------------------------------------
Ralph took a job with a construction to 
paint lines on Texas Road 82. The first day 
he painted ten miles. The boss was very 
impressed.

The second day he painted two miles. The 
boss was a little disappointed. The third 
day he only painted 500 feet.

The boss sat him down and said, “Ralph, 
how come you paint ten miles the first day, 
two miles the next day, but only 500 feet 
today?”.

Ralph replied, “Well boss, each day I get 
farther and farther away from the paint 
can”.

------------------
------------------
-------
Father buys a 
lie detector that 
makes a loud 
beep whenever 
somebody tells 
a lie. The son 
comes home in 
the afternoon.

Father asks him, “So, you were at school 
today, right?”
Son: “Yeah.”
Detector: “Beep.“

Son: “OK, OK, I was at the movies.”
Detector: “Beep.”
Son: “Alright, I went for a beer with my 
friends.”

Father: “What?! At your age, I wouldn’t 
touch alcohol!“
Detector: “Beep.”

Mother laughs: “Ha! He really is your 
son!”
Detector: “Beep.”
--------------------------------------------
A local laboratory employed a licensed 
boat captain to man its research vessel. 
Reportedly, the captain couldn’t swim. A 
newcomer, learning of this, approached 
him about it.

“Is it true?” the newcomer asked incredu-
lously. “You, a boat captain, can’t swim?”

“No I can’t,” the 
captain replied. 
“Can pilots fly?
-----------------
-----------------
-----
Teddy came 
thundering 
down the stairs, 
much to his 
father’s annoy-
ance.

“Teddy,” he called, “how many more times 
do I have I to tell you to come downstairs 
quietly? Now, go back upstairs and come 
down like a civilized human being.”

There was a silence, and Teddy reappeared 
in the front room.

“That’s better,” said his father. “Now in the 
future you will always come downstairs 
like that.”

“OK,” said Teddy cheerily. “I slid down the 
railing!
---------------------------------------------
Your Honor,” said the smartest lawyer 
in the world, “my client is not guilty. He 
merely inserted his arm into a window and 
stole some jewelry. His arm is not himself. 
I fail to see how you can punish the whole 
individual for an offense committed by 
one arm.”

“I agree,” nodded the judge. “I hereby 
sentence the defendant’s arm to one year 
in prison. He may accompany the arm or 

not.”

“Thank you, Your Honor,” said the defen-
dant as he detached his artificial limb, laid 
it on the bench, and walked out
--------------------------------------------
One evening a grandmother was babysit-
ting her two granddaughters Anne and 
Betty. Presently, 8:00 PM rolled around.

“Okay, time for bed,” she informed the two 
children who were playing in the den.

“Why?” Anne asked (aged 6). “It’s so 
early!”

“Your father said your bedtime is 8:00,” the 
grandmother said.

“You don’t have to listen to him,” the Betty 
(aged 4½) replied.

“Why not?” the grandmother asked.

Betty answered, “Because you’re his 
mother!
---------------------------------------------
Me: I taught my dog to play chess.

Friend: He must be very smart?

Me: Not really, I beat him two games out 
of three
----------------------------------------------


