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TCA Demo Sign-up

ASAP

July 14th - Picnic & Demo

Greetings! Hope everyone is doing well and enjoying the warmer weather
for safely turning wood.
We did it! Tommy Gandy tells me we have met our goal of 100+ turned
bowls for AAW’s Empty Bowls project benefiting senior citizens in Portland,
OR. Way To Go Team! Tommy will begin shipping the bowls to Portland
this month. Just a reminder, if you still have bowl blanks that you checked
out from TAW, please return the blanks; or better still, turn the blanks into
bowls and return them to Tommy at our monthly meeting on June 5th. We
will use the extra bowls for the upcoming ornament sales at the State Fair
and Centennial High School.
As you may have heard by now, Jeff Brockett has resigned from the TAW
Board because of other obligations. In accordance with the Club’s By-Laws,
the TAW Board has elected David Sapp to fill the vacant Board position.
David’s term will expire in February, 2020. Congratulations David!
A big Thank You to David Rush for an outstanding demonstration on lidded
boxes. David also donated one of his beautiful lidded boxes for our
upcoming Symposium auction. John Jordan will be the featured
demonstrator at our next meeting on Tuesday, June 5th. John Jordan is one
of the premier wood turners in the country, so you won’t want to miss an
opportunity to learn from one of the masters.
TAW’s participation in the Spring TN Craft Fair was very successful. We
had a total of 15 members sign up to demonstrate on three lathes over the
three day event. Grant Hitt and Barry Buntin coordinated the event for the
TAW. Thanks to everyone who participated to make it a success. If you
missed the opportunity to participate in this event, the Fall TN Craft Fair will
be coming up in September. Bill Mauzy and Barry Buntin are coordinating
the Fall event so contact them early to sign up for an opportunity to
demonstrate.
Are you an AAW member? If so, check out the Woodturning
FUNdamental’s Special Edition feature on “Singing The Green Wood Blues”
at the following website address
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=WFGreenWoodBlues. This feature
contains eleven different articles about turning green wood. Articles include:
Turning the Pith out of Wood; Finishing Green Wood; How to Dry Wood: A
Beginner’s Guide; and much, much more.
Not yet an AAW member? Please consider checking it out. It’s as simple
as A, B, C (and free). To get started: (A) Go to ‘woodturner.org' (B) Hover
over the membership tab, and (C) Click on ‘Be our free Guest for 60 days’.
There is a wealth of information on the website and it’s free to check it out.
Give it a test drive and see what you think.
Final thoughts: A man (or woman) who works with his hands is a laborer; a
man who works with his hands and mind is a craftsman; but a man who
works with his hands, his mind, and his heart is an artist.
Please turn safely.
Bill Handel
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June Meeting Demonstrator
John Jordan – TAW June 5 Demonstrator
John Jordan is a woodturner from Cane Ridge (Nashville),
Tennessee. Known primarily for his textured and carved hollow
vessels, John has been featured in nearly every major turning
exhibition the past twenty years. His work has received numerous
awards, and is in the permanent collections of many museums and
corporations, including the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian, the
High Museum of Art in Atlanta, the American Craft Museum in New
York City, the White House in Washington, the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art, the Mint Museum of Craft + Design in Charlotte, the
Fine Arts Museum in Boston, and the Detroit Institute of the Arts
and the prestigious Victoria and Albert Museum in London, England.
John is a frequent writer of woodturning articles, has produced several instructional
DVDs, and has taught in eight countries and most of the US including more than
twenty classes at Arrowmont.
For his June demonstration John will demonstrate how he creates a teapot.
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May 2018 TAW monthly Meeting notes
TAW 5-3-18 Monthly Meeting
President Bill Handel welcomed everyone to the May meeting and asked if there were
any new members. Bruce Humphreys (?) introduced himself and advised he’s not yet
a member – this is his first meeting. Visitors/Guests – Samuel Lawson, 9-week-old son
of Tom Lawson and Brenda Wilson, wife of Laddie is here with her grandchildren –
Laddie is out of town.
Bill announced Jeff Brockett has resigned his Director position from the board due to
other obligations. In accordance with our by-laws, the board held an election and
David Sapp will replace Jeff on the board. His term will expire in 2/2020.
Bill also reminded us there will be some organizations changes/opportunities in the
coming months and we should be keeping these in mind. VP Barry’s and Treasurer
Jean Isenberg’s terms will expire 2/19 as will some of the current directors. We need
to be thinking of replacements to be prepared to fill these positions.
Also, we need someone to take over the maintenance of the website and GoDaddy
email which Jeff is currently handling. These are not difficult tasks but do require some
time and attention to detail. Please consider taking over these for the club.
Barry then reminded/advised us of some upcoming events and deadlines.
Empty bowls project. We have 109 bowls completed and turned in, with an additional
40 blanks checked out. The revenue from the sale of these bowls will be donated to
the Meals on Wheels program in Portland, site of the 2019 AAW symposium. The
deadline to turn in your completed bowls is the next meeting, June 7.
Our June demonstrator will be John Jordan.
Our July meeting will be on Sat 7/14 and will be a demonstration and picnic cookout
from 9-1. Tentative headcount 35.
Spring Craft Sale starts on Friday 5/4-5/6. Jim Livingston had sign up sheets with
space from 4-6 on Friday and a couple slots on Sunday.
Jim also spoke about the Green Hills Library display which will be in August There will
be a sign-up sheet for those interested in showing some of their work. The display
cases are small so size will be limited.
Bill commented about empty bowls; we are committed to 100 bowls and may decide to
hold back some to be sold for other fundraising events.
Bill also advised there are some walnut blanks available at the back of the room for
turning ornaments.
Barry advised the ornament sale will be at Centennial 11/16-18.
David Sapp reported on the Pens for troops. Some singe kits on the show and tell
table. There were 65 pens turned at Arrowmont and more kits can be picked up at
Woodcraft during normal business hours.
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Bill reminded us about the Sat turn in will be on 5/12 due to the craft sale this weekend.
Pete Wiens will be showing how to turn bowls.
No new business was raised so Bill introduced
Show and Tell
Bill Mauzy – ambrosia maple platter from wood Jim Mason gave to him. Also, a large
walnut crotch platter with beautiful feathering and flame graining.
Bob Musgrove – bowl from corkscrew weeping willow – the first he’s been willing to
show
David Sapp – Goshen cedar bowl and segmented ornaments from maple and red
heart made from an article in Essential Woodturner.
Bob Myers – Basket weave segmented bowl from oak and maple and a lidded box
from oak and walnut.
Gretchen Nieb – Mahogany segmented bowl and another segmented bowl made with
plywood to simulate wicker.
Ken Grissom – 18” platter which has warped slightly
Ron Sanda – Ornament hanger made from a bronzing rod and a dyed box embellished
with liming wax to show the grain. He also had an elf embellishing tool which he
learned about at the Sally Ault urchin box class. He ordered one and then made a
second.
Dave Stricker – lidded box which he made for his granddaughter
Steve Forrester – spalted ash form embellished with leather lacing and another
embellished with milk paint
Ben Paty – Hollow form with figured end which looks like a wolf face with a cracked
eye. A paloma tree and burl turned into a hollow form with very unusual graining in the
burl.
Barry then introduced with demonstrator for tonight, David Rush from Kingston
Springs. He demonstrated how to make hollow, lidded boxes with very unusual lids
and embellishments on the surface and lids.
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Sanders
Secretary TAW
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TAW April Instant Gallery
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Application
TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Please return this form at the club meeting or via mail to: TAW, P. O. Box 158296, Nashville, TN
37215
Annual Membership Dues - $25 Individual / $18 Student (under 16 years of age) / $40 Business / $40 Family
Please make check payable to: Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Date _________________
First Name __________________________ Last Name ______________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City _________________________ State ____ Zip _____________
Home Phone ____________________ Work ___________________ Cell_____________________
Emergency contact___________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address ______________________________________
Your Web Site Address__________________________________________
Are you a member of the American Association of Woodturners? Yes ______ No ______
How many years of woodturning experience do you have? ______________
Do you have a specialty that you would like to share with the membership of our club? _________

Upcoming Events
Tennessee Association of Woodturners Calendar of Events

Monthly Meetings:
The TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s
Home, located at 1310 Franklin Rd, in Brentwood, TN. Meetings start at 7:00 pm. In
addition we meet for a hands on Turn-In work day on the Saturday following the
monthly meeting, unless otherwise announced, at the woodshop located on the
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home property. TAW periodically participates in local
exhibitions and demonstrations as well as sponsoring an annual symposium.
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2018 Meetings
June 5 Meeting - John Jordan
July 14 Meeting - Turning Picnic TBCH 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
August 7 Meeting - Jeff Brockett
September 4 Meeting - Bob Myers
October 2 Meeting - Mike Maffitt
November 8 Meeting - Barry Werner Thursday meeting due to special election at TBCH
December 6 Meeting - Christmas Party

Additional Upcoming events - Spring TN Craft Fair in May; TAW
picnic/demonstration in July; Green Hills Library display in August; Jason Clark all day
demo in August; and the State Fair and Fall TN Craft Fair in September. Check the
Newsletter and ‘News You Can Use’ for more details. It’s an exciting time for the TAW
- please get involved and help out where you can. Not sure how? Contact Barry
Buntin or the appropriate Committee Chair from the listing posted in this newsletter
Symposiums
Turning Southern Style
September 21-23, 2018 Dalton Convention Center Dalton, GA
Featured demonstrators include Nick Agar, Graeme Priddle, Melissa Engler and Mark Palma. For
more information or to register visit the Turning Southern Style website:
www.gawoodturner.org/symposium
Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium
September 28-30, 2018 Lancaster Marriott Lancaster, PA
Featured demonstrators include John Jordan, Malcolm Tibbetts, Art Liestman, Beth Ireland,
Mark St. Leger and Michael Kehs
For more information or to register visit the Mid Atlantic website: www.mawts.com
Tennessee Association of Woodturners
January 25-26, 2019 Marriott Hotel and Convention Center Franklin, TN
Featured demonstrators include Al Stirt, Ashley Harwood, Jacques Vesery and Todd Hoyer
Registration opens September 1, 2018 Upcoming information:
www.tnwoodturners.org or contact symposium@tnwoodturners.org

Page 9 of 32

The Tennessee Turner

Special Events
Empty Bowls
All bowls must be turned into Tommy by June 5th so he has time to get them boxed up and
shipped to Portland, Oregon in time for the Symposium which begins on June 15th. Proceeds from
the empty bowls will benefit a local charity in Portland. TAW members will receive one chance for
each qualifying bowl donated and the lucky winner will receive a free two day registration to the 2019
TAW Symposium.

NEWS WORTHY
Safety
Additional Safety Warning
One more reason to discourage the practice of fractual etching!
Family warns about dangers of fractal burning after man electrocuted in Chandler
AZFamily
Jarret and Breanna Vartanian were living a fairy tale life. They were madly in love and married
for just over a year. The couple settled down in a home in Chandler with their eyes set for a
bright future. Unfortunately, tragedy struck when Jarret was killed while working on a project at
home involving a ...

Kudos
This section is intended for TAW members that deserve recognition for extra efforts’
Please send your kudos to me for publishing at newsletter@tnwoodturners.org
Tommy Gandy - Empty Bowls
I want to send out many ‘kudos’ to Tommy Gandy. Tommy grabbed the bull by the
horns and did an excellent job leading the TAW from start to finish through our Empty
Bowls project. We exceeded our goal of turning100 bowls that will be shipped to
Portland, OR. The proceeds from the sale of these bowls will help feed needy seniors
in the Portland area. Thank you Tommy for a job well done!!
Bill Handel

From the Editor
Newsletter Articles
.
Articles are due the 15th for the upcoming newsletter and should be
submitted to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org.
Member Projects
If you have a woodturning project that you would like to showcase to our club
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members, you can submit detailed information about your project with
pictures to newsletter@tnwoodturners.org.
Members Questions & Answers
Members are asked to submit woodturning, finishing and tool questions to
our resident experts to answer. There are no dumb questions, someone
else in the club may have had the same questions.
Classified Ads
Ads for woodturning and woodworking related items are free to members.
Send detailed information with pictures.

From the Past
If you have items or stories from the past, sent them to me at
newsletter@tnwoodturners.org

For now, please submit items from 2000-2010

COMMITTEE CHAIR
TAW COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Meet our new Committee Chairs! Last fall, we asked for volunteers to help lead various TAW
activities. A number of members stepped up and volunteered to help. This outpouring of support
enabled us to appoint Committee Chairs, who are responsible for leading various TAW activities
throughout the year. This will be a huge benefit in helping us accomplish our mission.
If you want to personally get more involved in Club activities and aren’t sure how to go about it, talk to
the Committee Chair of the activity you’re interested in and they can help you get started. Please
recognize many of the Committee Chairs are newly appointed and therefore have not yet been
trained in their new responsibilities so they may not be able to answer all of your questions. But they
can help you get started.
Of course, you can also talk with any Officer or Board member about how to get more involved in
TAW activities. Bill Hande
Jeff
Brockett
All Day Demos
Jeff

Brockett
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Barry
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Tennessee Association of Woodturners
The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the American Association
of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting place for local turners to share ideas
and techniques and to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW
meets the first Tuesday of each month at the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home, off of
Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically sponsors local exhibitions and
demonstrations as well as an annual symposium

TAW Officers and Volunteers
Bill Handel
Barry Buntin
Jean Eisenberg
Cathy Sanders
Regis Galbach
Bill Tucker
Bill Mauzy
Bob Cooper
Phil Roberts
Ron Sanda
Lou Mineweaser
David Sapp

President term
expiresFeb 2020
president@tnwoodturners.org
Vice President term expires Feb 2019 vp@tnwoodturners.org
Treasurer term expires Feb 2019 treasurerer@tnwoodturners.org
Secretary term expires Feb 2020 secretary@tnwoodturners.org
Newsletter serves as a volunteer newsletter@tnwoodturners.org
Librarian serves as a volunteer bill@oldhickorystick.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 billmauzy@bellsouth.net
Director term expires at Feb 2020 bobcooper54@gmail.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 robertsdpr@aol.com
Director term expires at Feb 2019 rws6613@gmail.com
Director term expires at Feb 2020 mine@tds.net.
Director term expires at Feb 2020

Email Club Questions to:
info@tnwoodturners.org
president@tnwoodturners.org
or Mail to:
TAW
P.O. Box 158296
Nashville, TN 37215

TAW is a Local Chapter of

The Tennessee Turner
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ATTACHMENTS
ARTICLES AND ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST OUTSIDE TAW

Woodturning Links
ASSOCIATIONS AND CLUBS
American Association of Woodturners: www.woodturner.org
Tennessee Association of Woodturners www.tnwoodturners.org
Duck River Woodturners Club, Columbia, TN www.duckriverwoodturners.com
Tri-State Woodturners Club, Chattanooga, TN www.tristatewoodturners.com

Wood Turning Sources
American Association of Woodturners - www.woodturner.org
Appalachian Center for Craft - www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops
Arrowmont - www.arrowmont.org
Big Monk Lumber - www.bigmonklumber.com
Carter Products - www.carterproducts.com
Century Tree Turnings - www.centurytreeturnings.com
Chucks Plus - www.chucksplus.com
Earth's Watch - www.earthswatch.com
Hunter Tool Systems - www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
John C. Campbell Folk School - www.folkschool.org
John Jordan Woodturning - www.johnjordanwoodturning.com
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop - www.woodworkingshop.com
Robert Sorby - www.Robert-Sorby.co.uk
Robust Tools - www.turnrobust.com
Ruth Niles Bottle Stoppers - www.Nilesbottlestoppers.com
The Frugal Vacuum Chuck - www.frugalvacuumchuck.com
Thompson LatheTools - www.thompsonlathetools.com
Trend Products - www.trend-uk.com
Vince's WoodnWonders - www.vinceswoodnwonders.com
Woodcraft of Nashville - www.nashvillewoodcraft.com
Woodturners Wonders - www.woodturnerswonders.com

http://www.woodworkingshop.com
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Schools & Classes

2018 workshop descriptions are now online!
Course descriptions and instructor profiles are available on our website. Register today!

The Arrowmont Experience encourages and inspires. Take advantage of
Arrowmont's exceptional instructors, comfortable housing, excellent food,
evening programs and access to professionally equipped studios. View full
course descriptions, and instructor profiles online. Register before February
1, 2018 and save the $50 registration fee. Call 865-436-5860 to register by
phone.
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Appalachian Center for Craft
Smithville, TN
https://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/workshops/summer-workshops/
931-372-3051
Weekend - May 18-20, 2018
Twisted Shapes on a Lathe: Off Axis Turning
Brian Horais
Weekend - May 25-27, 2018
Exposed Joinery: Build a Side Table
Stephan Micheletto-Blouin
Weeklong - June 3-8, 2018
Need Some Relief: Add Interest and Life To Your Work
Dixie Biggs
Weeklong - June 24-29, 2018
The Art of Containment (Invitational Workshop - permission from John or Clay required to register)
Clay Foster & John Jordan
Weekend - July 6-8, 2018
Pyrography: The Art of Wood Burning Combined with Power Carving
Myra Orton
Weeklong - July 15-20, 2018
Traditional Timber Framing
Micah Seals & Tim Dennis
Weeklong - July 22-27, 2018
Side Table Manners
Sophie Glenn
Weekend - August 3-5, 2018
Foundations of Furniture through Table Making
Wyatt Severs
Gail Gentry
Program Manager
Appalachian Center for Craft
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John C Campbell Folk School Classes
The John C. Campbell Folk School has released their class catalog through June of 2018! John C.
Campbell has an outstanding woodturning program with a state of the art woodturning workshop. To
view the entire list of classes visit the Campbell website:
https://folkschool.org/Course2017to18/html5/index.html?&locale=ENG
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tech Tips
Protect wood from chuck jaws
After trying several ideas for reversing a small turning and holding it in a
chuck to finish the bottom, I devised my own method, which is simple and
inexpensive. I had tried cloth, tape, foam, and electrical wire, but always
ended up with marks on the turning from the chuck jaws. To solve this, I
took some plastic tubing, which is available by the foot in a variety of sizes,
and slid it on the chuck jaws.
For pin jaws I cut pieces the length of the jaws. For No. 2 jaws, I cut pieces
long enough to cover each jaw. I cut a slit in the tubing so that it can slip
over each jaw. The tubing is thick enough to prevent the marks and also
provides some holding power for the work piece.
For pin jaws I use 5/8” (16 mm) ID tubing and for the No. 2 jaws, 3/8” (10
mm) ID tubing. Other chucks may require different sizes.
~ Bill Fordney, Pennsylvania
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Spindle Brake
I have an older Jet lathe that does not have a spindle-locking devise to lock the headstock spindle
when I want to do work on my turning without it moving e.g. sanding the wings on a square bowl .
Based on the AAW tip of Dennis Laidler AAW 18.2:16, I decided to try one of my shorter rubber
bungee cords to make a stop. The bungee cord is fastened around the chuck and clipped to my lathe
bed. Ron Sanda
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Urchin Box Procedure
This presentation is based upon a hands on TAW workshop I attended on March 6, 2018 by Sally Ault entitled
“Making a Sea Urchin Box”. I am incorporating some of Sally Ault’s notes with permission from her (Sally’s
notes are in italics). This is the way that I have made my urchin jewelry box and there are other acceptable
methods. Safety should always be observed. Any errors in this presentation are due to me.

Preparing the urchin sea shells
You first need to obtain a nice sea urchin. The Sputnik versions are sold by Craft Supply and others. The Alfonso,
Purple, Green and White Mexican Urchins are a bit harder to find but Etsy and EBay are good sources. You might even
have a local source…or a beach to find them on.
I purchased ~3” Alfonso sea urchins over eBay for my jewelry/urchin box.

To make the sea Urchin strong you fill it with insulating foam. I use Touch N’ Foam No Warp Window and Door sealer. I
get it on Amazon. Another brand from Home Depot is called Great Stuff. There are 2 types…I use the one for windows…it
doesn’t expand quite as much.
I used Great Stuff from Walmart.
First completely cover the sea urchin with foil and masking tape to prevent any of the foam from getting on the shell.
I also tried Parafilm and plastic wrap but the foil worked the best. It is important to get the foil and painter’s
tape over the lip of urchin so the foam doesn’t get under the foil and on the shell.

Squirt in the foam…get it into all the areas. It will continue to “grow” until it gets firm so don’t overfill…it goes
everywhere and you will soon see why it is important to cover the shell completely... If you overfill with too small a hole
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it can break the shell. If you get foam on the shell it will discolor in time even if you think you got it cleaned off. The
Touch N’Foam says to fill it only 1/3 full. Once the foam is cured remove the tape and wrap.

Fill (1/3) of the shell slowly so there is time for it to expand out the hole. I removed the excess foam with a
craft stick before it hardens.

You won’t use the whole can of foam unless you are doing a large number of urchins but if you don’t clean the tube
with acetone immediately you won’t be able to use it again. I filled the shells pictured above and then cleaned the
tube. Remove the tube and flush the tube with acetone and wipe the nozzle.
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After the insulation has cured unwrap the urchin and store until needed.

Turning the jewelry/urchin box
To determine the size of wood blank required you need to decide what the diameter of the rim of the box insert will be
and add a bit for rounding to a cylinder. The larger hole will be the top of the urchin box.
The insert lip will need to cover any irregularities of the hole and be large enough to hold any contents to the
box. One of my urchins had a cracked/broken piece at the top of the hole so I made the box and lip larger so I
could remove the broken area.
Measure the height of the urchin to determine the length of wood needed for the insert, add the desired height of the lid
and the foot (including a longer than usual tenon) plus the amount of wood needed for 2 tenons and 2 parting cuts and
that is the length of blank you will need for the box. If you want a finial from the same wood add that length to the
blank or find a pen blank that is the same wood to use for the finial. A contrasting finial or one made from a different
material can be effective too.
For our hands on class our starting blanks were 2 ½” x 7” of hard wood. My Alfonso urchin was ~3” wide x ~1
¼” deep. I assumed a depth of ~ 1” for the box and 1” for the lid.
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Page 20 of 32

Round the blank to a cylinder, make a tenon on both ends and part between the box and the lid. To determine the size of
wood blank required you need to decide what the diameter of the rim of the box insert will be and add a bit for rounding
to a cylinder.
My box lip was ~ 2” in diameter x 1/8” thick.
Measure the height of the urchin to determine the length of wood needed for the insert, add the desired height of the lid
and the foot (including a longer than usual tenon) plus the amount of wood needed for 2 tenons and 2 parting cuts and
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that is the length of blank you will need for the box. If you want a finial from the same wood add that length to the
blank or find a pen blank that is the same wood to use for the finial. A contrasting finial or one made from a different
material can be effective too.
Round the blank to a cylinder, make a tenon on both ends and part off each section starting with the finial and the foot.
Re-engage the tail stock after parting off each section so the center of the next section is marked. This will help check
the alignment of each section in the chuck.

Put the box/base into the chuck and form the lip that will overlap the hole in the shell. Shape the outside of the box (this
part won’t be seen) to the desired depth. Create a small tenon on the bottom for insurance (in case it needs to be
mounted).
Cut in a step for the lid to rest on making sure it being cut into solid wood (In the top of the box). If you make the
interior too wide you may cut off the rim/lip of the box.
Make sure the sides of the recess for the lid are perfectly straight and deep enough to provide a stable spot for the lid.

Hollow the inside remembering that it shouldn’t be too deep since it is a small box. I generally make the depth about the
same dimension as the width of the interior.
I gently round the bottom rather than making straight sides.
At this time I added embellishment to the dished bottom of the box and the lip of the box using a Henry Taylor
“Elf”, rotary texturing tool.
Sand and finish the rim and inside. No need to finish the outside since it will be hidden inside the shell.
I used a friction polish whereas some others in the workshop were using CA glue.
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Put the lid blank into the chuck. Determine the width of the lid and the width of the tenon which will fit into the recess in
the … box. Give some thought to how the rim of the base and lid shapes work together. The lid can be wider than the rim
of the base, the same diameter or narrower. It is a design choice.
Make sure the tenon on the lid is perfectly straight. The fit should not be tight…this is a one handed opening box and
you don’t need a tight fit to work on the lid. Once the tenon is the right size, create a slight dovetail inside the tenon
going deep enough to get into solid wood and then create a curved recess in the lid. Sand and Finish the tenon, rim and
inside the lid.
Rough out the shape of the top of the lid as far as possible while it is still in the chuck. You can support the lid using the
tailstock with a non-marring insert while you are shaping.
I once more embellished the inside of the concave lid with an “Elf” tool

Once you are close to the desired shape part it off (the wood remaining in the chuck is for the foot) and turn it around in
a (pin) chuck with the jaws expanding into the lids dovetail recess. I use a piece of paper towel to help avoid any marks
from the chuck jaws. Support the lid with the tailstock live center. (I use the Drozda point with the smallest pin in my
Oneway live center) and finish turning the top of the lid. Take very light cuts. If you are making a tall finial you should
make the finial separately from the lid with a 1/8” or ¼” (3/32”) tenon on the end…make the corresponding size hole in
the lid and connect them after both the lid and finial are completed.
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For the foot, measure the area to be covered by the shell side of the foot. Round to a cylinder and cut a tenon that will be
inserted into the shell. Cut a small tenon on the end of that tenon to use when finishing the bottom of the foot.
A good way to size a tenon is to use a wrench to check the size e.g. ½” wrench.

Shape the part of the foot that will touch the shell with an undercut so the shell will fit up into it if needed.
The top of the foot should be concave to fit the shell.
Shape the outside of the foot making sure the base is wide enough to give support to the shell. Part off with as much of
an undercut as possible so there isn’t as much turning to do when it is turned around in the chuck. Sand and finish all the
accessible areas.

Secure the small tenon (½” in my case) into the chuck and support the foot area with the tailstock for as long as
possible. I use the Drozda point with the smallest pin for this.
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Shape the underside of the foot (concave so it will set flat) as far as possible then remove the tailstock and complete
the cutting.
Once again I used the “Elf” tool to decorate the bottom of the foot.

Sand and finish the underside. If you make a foot with a pedestal it can be made in one piece or in two pieces similar to
adding a finial.
Using a rotary tool ( e.g. Dremel tool) with a small cylindrical sander or abrasive bit, start cutting out the shell to the
diameter of the insert. Measure carefully and draw a line at the proper diameter. Shape the hole slowly so you don’t
crack off any shell. Keep trying the insert in the hole. (Remove any bumps in the shell that will not let the insert fit
smoothly in the hole). Only take as much foam out as needed.
Don’t make the shell too tight against the wood in case of movement of the wood. Glue insert into the shell with 5
minute epoxy.
Using a smaller abrasive bit make the hole for the foot tenon in the bottom. Keep trying for size…again don’t make the
fit too tight.
If you have a tall finial and/or a pedestal foot you will need to take extra care to line them up since shells are not
symmetrical. Glue in the foot with 5 minute epoxy.
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For the workshop piece I used friction polish on the wooden parts while turning each section and the urchin
was left natural. I used a Krylon satin spray on the urchin and wood pieces as the final finish on some of the
following pieces.

Urchin Ornament Procedure

Preparing the urchin sea shells
The ornaments are easier to make since they do not need a box with a lid. Normal urchins e.g. green urchins
and Sputnik urchins may be used for the ornament. Smaller urchin shells may be used than were used in the
urchin box procedure. I used ~ 2” urchin shells for my ornaments.

The large shells were the Alfonso urchin shells used in the urchin box and the smaller shells are the normal
green urchin shells and Sputnik urchin shells used for my ornament.
Refer to the stabilizing of the urchin sea shell referred to in the urchin box procedure.
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Determine the approximate size need to make the ornament top and a tenon for the top.

Turn the top from hardwood to size with a tenon at the bottom to fit into the shell. Add any embellishments to
the top as desired. A hangar hole may be drilled now or after epoxy glueing the lid in.
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Turn a finial for the bottom of the urchin. Include a tenon on the top of the finial to fit into the shell.

Apply a finish to the top and finial, I used a light walnut oil and a friction polish for the wood.

Page 29 of 32

The Tennessee Turner

Round out the holes as needed and remove any interfering bumps, especially on the Sputnik urchin, and
remove any interfering insulation, keep as much insulation as possible for stabilization. Some woodturners
make a lid and tenon as one piece to support the weight. Bamboo skewers may be used to connect the top
and bottom finials (AAW 29.6:30-33) to provide support. The thinner the shell the more likely it will need
support. Some turners also use white glue inside the shell or lacquer to stabilize the shell instead of insulation.
Different types of hooks/eyes may be used to hang the onament e.g. eye hook or cut off fishing hooks. I use
~ 2” of 24 gauge twisted brass wire to form an eye. The twisted wire helps the glue go around the wire. Glue
in the eye with medium weight CA or 5 minute epoxy.

The urchin may be left natural. I sprayed my whole ornament with Krylon satin spray.

Sea urchin box Step-By-Step
Sally Ault workshop steps Modified by Ron Sanda 4/17/18
1.

Put blank between centers and round to a cylinder.
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2.

Cut tenons on both ends

3.

Put the cylinder in a 4-jawed chuck and engage the tail stock.

4.

Measure the sea urchin’s height and determine the insert length and mark out the bank.

5.

Part off between the foot

6.

Re-engage tail stock to mark the center of the next section.

7.

Part the section between the foot and lid.

8.

Re-engage tail stock.

9.

Part the section between the Box and lid. True up the box’s face

& finial

sections.

10. Measure

the top of the urchin (around the hole) to establish the width of box lip. Transfer this
diameter to the box blank .

11. Shape

the lip and undercut the rim so it will lie flat on the urchin. Reduce the side diameter of

box.
12. Cut

a mortise about 1/4" deep for the lid to set on and rough hollow box. Being careful not to cut
through to the outer wall.

13. Mark

the chuck jaws for remounting and remove from chuck.

14. Mount

the lid blank in chuck and true the face.

15. Measure
16. Create
17. Cut

the box mortise and transfer this measurement to lid blank.

a lid tenon to loosely fit the box mortise.

a shallow scoop in the lid to assist in removing objects from the box.

18. Create
19. Sand

a dovetail recess in lid lower than the tenon so it may be remounted in a pin chuck..

and finish the interior of lid.

20. Remove

the lid from chuck

21. Remount

from #13.

the box blank back in the chuck being very careful to get it running true. Use marks
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22. True

up the lip surface of the box.

23. Check

the lid fit.

24. Refine

inside of box.

25. Sand

and finish the box’s interior.

26. Reduce

the outside of the insert below rim/lip and cut small tenon at the bottom for remount if
necessary.

27. Part
28. Put

off the box insert.

the lid in a pin chuck using expansion mode. Not too much pressure.

29. Shape

the top of lid using gentle cuts toward the headstock. You can remove lid from the chuck
to check how the lid shape works with the box.

30. Chuck
31. If

up the finial section and shape area for finial or knob.

a longer finial will be added to the lid drill a 1/8” or 3/32” hole for finial.

32. Sand

and finish lid.

33. Remove
34. Put

the lid from chuck

the foot blank in the chuck.

35. Round

the blank to desired diameter of the foot, keeping the foot’s base large enough to
support the urchin box.

36. Slightly
37. Sand

dish the foot and create dovetail in the base for an expansion hold.

and finish bottom and foot.

38. Measure
39. Cut

urchin for foot flange diameter,

flange diameter leaving enough room at tenon for undercutting/dishing later.

40. Shape

the pedestal making sure the pedestal can support the urchin box.

41. Refine

flange creating an undercut, sand and finish the pedestal.

42. Reduce

the tenon diameter and part off.
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43. Place

the finial blank in chuck with tail stock engaged.

44. Round

the blank and layout a design that will look good on the lid.

45. Remove
46. Shape
47. Sand
48. Cut
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the tail stock.

the finial with a flange or bead where tenon fits into lid (head stock). Leave 1/2" tenon.

and finish the finial

the tenon to the size of the previously drilled hole. Use a wrench sizer.

49. Part

off after measuring depth of hole.

50. Glue

finial into lid making sure it is straight

51. Carve

out shell to accept the box being careful with diameter and centering of hole

52. Carve

out shell to accept foot tenon test fit to check for level. Remove any interfering bumps

53. Glue

box into shell using 5 minute epoxy.

54. Check
55. Glue
56. Add

the foot fit using level and/or profile gauge.

in the foot with epoxy, making sure it lines up with finial in all directions

a finish if desired.

Sally Ault workshop steps Modified by Ron Sanda 4/17/18
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