


						Is A Sheltie Right For Me?
My Ideal Dog Checklist
· Breed - Shetland Sheepdog (Sheltie)
· Group – Herding – Anything from ducks to sheep, your children to you car (if he can reach it or he may run the fence trying to) and the birds in the sky to the squirrels in the trees.  Nipping can be involved, even with kids and cats!
· Size – From 10 to 20 inches tall at the shoulders and from 10 to 50 pounds.  The breed standard is 13 to 16 inches which should be about 15 to 25 pounds.
· Energy Level – Young dogs generally have a very high energy level.  Be certain you have the energy to keep up!  Otherwise your sheltie will be frustrated and do thing that will make YOU frustrated.  More mature Shelties will be more laid back- Usually.
· Need for Outdoor Exercise – HIGH
· Training Potential – The sky is the limit!  Shelties are extremely intelligent.  Keep his mind busy and his behavior will be much better.  Shelties excel in Agility, Herding, Rally Obedience, Obedience, Flyball, and Frisbee just to name a few.
· Protectiveness / Guarding Behavior – Shelties are generally reserved with strangers.  While some are very much social butterflies, one should expect a sheltie to require a little time to warm up to a newly introduced person.  If they feel their person is being threatened, they may demonstrate protectiveness.
· Friendliness – A more socialized sheltie is more friendly and accepting of new situations.  A poorly socialized sheltie may show fear, want to hide, or bark excessively.
· Vocalization – Some shelties are huge barkers.  Some are not.  One should expect a sheltie to alert their family to a knock at the door, someone in the yard, a doorbell, a bird or cat outside, a garbage truck, or the ferocious school bus that eats children in the morning and then spits them out in the afternoon. 
· Coat length – This varies from medium to long.  Some females have a less dense coat than males.
· Coat Colors – Sable and White (brown like Lassie with a white collar, feet, and tip of tail.  The ‘sable’ can range from a         honey or golden brown to a deep chestnut)
 Tri-Color (Mostly black with a white collar and tip of tail.  Tan/Brown above the eyes, around the mouth, and on the legs.)
Bi-Black (Mostly black with a white blaze on the nose, a white collar,  feet, and tip of tail.  Can look like a border collie.)
Blue Merle (Grey, white and black mottled colors with a white collar, feet, and tip of tail with tan/brown above the eyes, around the mouth and on the legs.)
Bi-Blue (Grey, white and black mottled colors with a white collar andt ip of tail.  Like a Blue Merle but with no tan/brown.)
Sable Merle (usually a lighter hue of sable, white collar and tip of tail.  Spots of grey/black merle on ear(s) or back.  Often can have one blue eye.)
Double Merle  (Mostly White with some grey/black merle on the body.  If the area around the ears are white, the dog is usually deaf.  If the area around the eye is white, they are usually blind or have limited vision.  This is the result of dangerously breeding two blue merles or bi-blues.)
· Grooming Needs – Shelties require weekly brushing to keep their coats shiny and prevent tangles.  Nails should be trimmed once a month along with the fur between their paw pads and toes.  Shelties require bathing every 8 weeks or so in general.  Attention should be given to the area under the tail and around the areas that might collect urine or fecal matter.  Your groomer will generally trim a ‘potty patch’ at each visit.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]DO NOT shave your sheltie!  They have a double coat that keeps them cool in the summer and warm in the winter.  Shaving them does not make them more comfortable.  It makes them more susceptible to sunburn, over heating, frostbite, insect bites, etc.
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Breed - Shetland Sheepdog (Sheltie) 

Group – Herding – 

Anything from ducks to sheep, your children to you car (if he can reach it or he may run the fence 

trying to) and the birds in the sky to the squirrels in the trees.  Nipping can be involved, even with kids and cats! 

Size – 

From 10 to 20 inches tall at the shoulders and from 10 to 50 pounds.  The breed standard is 13 to 16 inches which 

should be about 15 to 25 pounds. 

Energy Level – 

Young dogs generally have a very high energy level.  Be certain you have the energy to keep up!  

Otherwise your sheltie will be frustrated and do thing that will make YOU frustrated.  More mature Shelties will be more 

laid back- Usually. 

Need for Outdoor Exercise – 

HIGH 

Training Potential – 

The sky is the limit!  Shelties are extremely intelligent.  Keep his mind busy and his behavior will 

be much better.  Shelties excel in Agility, Herding, Rally Obedience, Obedience, Flyball, and Frisbee just to name a few. 

Protectiveness / Guarding Behavior 

– Shelties are generally reserved with strangers.  While some are very much 

social butterflies, one should expect a sheltie to require a little time to warm up to a newly introduced person.  If they feel 

their person is being threatened, they may demonstrate protectiveness. 

Friendliness – A more socialized sheltie is more friendly and accepting of new situations.  A poorly socialized 

sheltie may show fear, want to hide, or bark excessively. 

Vocalization –

 Some shelties are huge barkers.  Some are not.  One should expect a sheltie to alert their family to a 

knock at the door, someone in the yard, a doorbell, a bird or cat outside, a garbage truck, or the ferocious school bus that 

eats children in the morning and then spits them out in the afternoon. 

 

Coat length – 

This varies from medium to long.  Some females have a less dense coat than males.

 

Coat Colors –

 Sable and White (brown like Lassie with a white collar, feet, and tip of tail.  The ‘sable’ can range from a         

honey or golden brown to a deep chestnut) 

 Tri-Color (Mostly black with a white collar and tip of tail.  Tan/Brown above the eyes, around the mouth, and on the 

legs.) 

Bi-Black (Mostly black with a white blaze on the nose, a white collar,  feet, and tip of tail.  Can look like a border collie.) 

Blue Merle (Grey, white and black mottled colors with a white collar, feet, and tip of tail with tan/brown above the eyes, 

around the mouth and on the legs.) 

Bi-Blue (Grey, white and black mottled colors with a white collar andt ip of tail.  Like a Blue Merle but with no 

tan/brown.) 

Sable Merle (usually a lighter hue of sable, white collar and tip of tail.  Spots of grey/black merle on ear(s) or back.  Often 

can have one blue eye.) 

Double Merle  (Mostly White with some grey/black merle on the body.  If the area around the ears are white, the dog is 

usually deaf.  If the area around the eye is white, they are usually blind or have limited vision.  This is the result of 

dangerously breeding two blue merles or bi-blues.) 

Grooming Needs – 

Shelties require weekly brushing to keep their coats shiny and prevent tangles.  Nails should be 

trimmed once a month along with the fur between their paw pads and toes.  Shelties require bathing every 8 weeks or so 

in general.  Attention should be given to the area under the tail and around the areas that might collect urine or fecal 

matter.  Your groomer will generally trim a ‘potty patch’ at each visit.   

o

DO NOT shave your sheltie!  They have a double coat that keeps them cool in the summer and warm in the 

winter.  Shaving them does not make them more comfortable.  It makes them more susceptible to sunburn, over 

heating, frostbite, insect bites, etc. 
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