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From the Director
by Dan

Devlin

Hopefully our funding issues will be
resolved, winter will end, and we can get
back into serious field work soon. We have
been assured by NIFA the award is very near
approval and we will work to ensure the
subcontracts are finished as soon as
possible. The lack of funding has been a
significant challenge and I appreciate
everyone's work and patience during the
transition in funding and in project
leadership.
I am excited about our annual project
meeting at OU and the chance to see
everyone again. This year we are going to
focus on project results, as well reviewing
our plans of work and developing more
detailed plans to achieve the goals set for
the third year of the project. This is a great
opportunity for each of us to catch up on
what other members of the project are
accomplishing and enhance collaboration.
In an effort to increase internal project
communications, the institutional leaders
are meeting by monthly conference call. I
also had a conference call with our advisory
committee last month. I am planning to
meet via phone with the advisory
committee and project leadership following
the annual meeting.

Finally, we have had several personnel
changes and some introductions are in
order. New members of our team include
Lana Barkman, our new Extension Program
Coordinator, and Brekke Peterson Munks, a
post-doc joining us at El Reno. Ryan Reuter
has moved from the Samuel Roberts Noble
Foundation to the Animal Science
Department at Oklahoma State University,
but will remain on the project.

Year 3 Annual Meeting
The third annual meeting will be held March 1819, 2015 at the University of Oklahoma, Norman
OK.

Again, I look forward to seeing you all in
Norman at our annual project meeting next
week. Please contact me you have any
concerns or questions.
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Dan

Weather In-Service
Sixteen Oklahoma Cooperative Extension
Service professionals attended the first two
day training on weather and agriculture
tools.
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Grazinglands research
laboratory updates
by Jean

Steiner

New Flux Tower Site Established
A new flux tower site was established with
OU collaborators on future no-till wheat/
rotation site.

Long Term Field Sites
During the fourth quarter of Year 2,
collaborators at the Grazinglands Research
Laboratory in El Reno, OK continued
collecting data from long-term fields sites in
native pasture, Old World bluestem pasture,
and winter wheat, including C, N, water, and
energy fluxes; soil GHG; and individual
animal GHG emissions.

Noble Foundation Collaboration
Steiner and Peterson-Munks visited Corey
Moffet to discuss future soil GHG
measurement at a long-term native pasture
patch burning site. Pat Starks developed
New Post-Doc
research plans for Year 3 with Corey Moffet
Brekke Peterson Munks joined the project as
and Tyson Ochsner to develop calibration
a post-doc (more information on Petersonequations for forage quality estimates from
Munk below) to focus on soil GHG emissions.
multispectral methods.
She visited the collaborators at KSU to meet
with Chuck Rice's group on protocols and
Researching Management Practices
methods; Peter Tomlinson and DeAnn
Under Theme 4, Ken Turner and Jim Neel
Presley to discuss Research-Extension
collected data on forage finished beef,
linkages; and Amber Campbell to discuss
nutrient use efficiency in feedlot finishing,
project management, resources, and
and individual animal emissions using
reporting.
Greenfeed on native pasture.

Barkman & Peterson Munks join grazing cap
by Amber

Campbell

Lana Barkman—Extension Program
Coordinator
Lana Barkman will be serving as the new
Extension Program Coordinator for Great
Plains Grazing. Previously, Lana was the
Event Coordinator for No-till on the Plains.
She received her Masters of Science in

Agricultural Education and Communications
in 2013 and her Bachelors of Science in
Agriculture, major in Animal Sciences and
Industry in 2011, both from Kansas State
University. Lana currently lives in Wamego,
Kansas with her husband Caleb.

soil nutrient cycling and trace gas flux work
to El Reno, OK. When she is not enjoying the
excitement of soil chemistry, microbiology
and plant related science you can find her
fishing, hiking and camping with her husband
Ryan and their three dogs.

Brekke Peterson Munks—Post Doctoral
Researcher
Brekke Peterson Munks is an ORAU postdoc
fellow sponsored by the USDA-ARS
Grazinglands Research Laboratory. She is a
recent graduate of the University of
Wyoming with a Ph.D in agronomy and a
minor in statistics. Brekke also holds a
Master’s degree in Plant Genetics and a B.S.
in biotechnology from Montana State
University. She moved from her home state
of Wyoming to continue to hone her skills in
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events
Agriculture Weather Tools OCES
In-service
In November 2014, sixteen Oklahoma
Cooperative Extension Service professionals
attended the first two-day training on
weather and agriculture tools provided by
the Oklahoma Mesonet. Along with county
educators, the group included an area
Extension specialist, an Extension district
director, and a research station assistant
superintendent. The training was held at the
National Weather Center in Norman,
Oklahoma, one of the venues for the Year 3
Annual Grazing CAP meeting.

workshop (see http://www.eomf.ou.edu/
workshop for more info).

Awards

Geospatial information science
day

Dr. Xiao led the 2014 Geospatial Information
Science Day (GISday) Expo event at the
University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma,
on November 13, 2014. A total of 24
exhibitors from universities, federal and
state governmental agencies, and private
industry hosted booths to showcase their
work in geospatial technologies. Twenty two
undergraduate and graduate students
The teaching team discussed the weather
presented posters and competed for best
and agriculture tools available and the
student poster awards. More than 200
science behind the tools. Presenters
faculty, staff, students, researchers,
included: Rick Smith, National Weather
exhibitors and visitors attended the event
Service Norman Forecast Office, Chris
(see http://www.eomf.ou.edu/gisday/ for
Richards, OSU Animal Science, Tyson
Ochsner, OSU Plant and Soil Science, Malarie more info).
Gotcher, Oklahoma City Public Works, Pat
Hyland, OU College of Atmospheric and
Geographic Sciences, James Hocker,
Mesonet/Oklahoma Climatological Survey/
OU and Albert Sutherland, OSU Mesonet.

Weather in-service
Sixteen Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service
professionals attended the first two-day training
on weather and agriculture tools.

REmOTE SENSING TECHNOLOGY
The Remote Sensing Technology Workshop
provided a platform for researchers and users in
Oklahoma to communicate their research and
application activities, discuss collaboration and
develop networks .

Remote sensing technology
workshop
Dr. Xiao hosted the 2015 Oklahoma
Workshop on Remote Sensing Technology
and Application at the University of
Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma, on
November 12, 2014. This one-day workshop
provided a platform for researchers and
users in Oklahoma to communicate their
research and application activities, discuss
collaboration and develop networks among
researchers, users and students as well as
institutions. Forty people attended the

GIS DAY
Exhibitors from universities, federal and state
governmental agencies, and private industry
hosted booths to showcase their work in
geospatial technologies at GIS Day.
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Oeie evaluation update
OEIE welcomes your feedback
and questions regarding the
evaluation activities for the
Grazing CAP project.

Office of Educational
innovation and Evaluation
(785) 532-5930

By OEIE Team
As Grazing CAP collaborators have likely
noticed, over the past few months OEIE has
placed responsibility for monitoring the
achievements of project collaborators to in
the capable hands of Amber Campbell. This
has freed OEIE up to focus more narrowly on
evaluation of the Grazing CAP project; over
the next few years, we’ll be taking a closer
look at the processes that support the
project’s activities, as well as the emerging
impacts of Grazing CAP on Great Plains
agriculture.

Most Grazing CAP collaborators won’t see
much of a difference, other than working
with Amber instead of OEIE to report
publications, presentations, and so on. You’ll
still hear from us occasionally, as we work to
find out more about project processes—
including a brief survey of project
collaborators that will be sent out by e-mail
in late March.

Year 3 Annual Meeting March 18-19 norman, OK
by Amber

Campbell

Dates: The third annual meeting will be held 8:00am March 18-1:00pm March 19, 2015.
Location: The CORE room in the Stephenson Research and Technology Center (SRTC), University of Oklahoma, Norman OK.
Lodging: The Embassy Suites in Norman, OK is the designated hotel for the meeting. Reservations can be made via telephone at
(866) 577-1273 or on their website at http://www.norman.embassysuites.com.
You can download a designated lodging notice form here.
Poster Session (evening March 18): We invite all project collaborators (faculty, staff, post-docs and students) on the project to
submit new posters as well as any poster(s) you have presented at conferences/meetings based on the project. This is an
excellent opportunity to share your work with other project collaborators and for graduate and undergraduate students to
receive valuable feedback from other project team members. The abstract submission deadline for posters is March 11, 2015.
To present a poster at the annual meeting please complete the poster registration form at https://app.smartsheet.com/b/
form?EQBCT=a39668afa7a54fd1b90f18366cc74657.


Abstract & PDF Submission Deadline: March 11, 2015



Abstract Word Limit: 250 words. This abstract will be printed in the Annual Meeting booklet.



Size limit: New posters should be limited to 36"x48"). A Grazing CAP themed poster template (36"x48") is available. We
will do our best to accommodate previous presented posters exceeding these limits. Please be sure to indicate the size of
any poster exceeding these limits in the poster registration.



PDF Submission: Please upload a PDF of your poster as part of your poster registration remember to send a PDF of your
poster to archibbs@ksu.edu by Wednesday, March 11, 2015. If the file is too large to email, contact me that morning and I
will set up a web folder for you to upload the file.
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December Extension Team Meeting
By Peter Tomlinson & Jason Warren
The Extension team members met December
16 & 17th in Wichita to develop a plan of
work for Year 3 and continue work on the
gaps in Extension materials, tools, and
programming identified at the Year 2 annual
meeting. Peter Tomlinson provided the group
with progress updates on the Extension and
Outreach publications, and a discussion of a
request by the National Drought Mitigation
Center to assist in planning ranch drought
planning meetings in Oklahoma and Texas.
Amber Campbell updated the group on
internal communication and the new
quarterly reporting system. Ken Turner
provided the group with an update on the
Research Team’s progress. Terrie Becerra
shared a preliminary draft of a producer
survey planned for Year 3 and team members

provided editorial suggestions to conclude
the morning session.

and the project website. Topics that will be
addressed include historical climate patterns
in the Southern Great Plains, the economics
Following lunch the team reviewed Extension of enterprise flexibility in grazing systems,
goals and proposed deliverables and
and matching cow size to the
developed a plan of work for the Year 3
environment. The team concluded the first
continuation proposal. Four gaps were
day of the meeting with a presentation by Ali
identified for focused efforts during year
Saleh (Texas Institute for Applied
three of the project including: 1) enterprise
Environmental Research (TIAER),Tarleton
flexibility, 2) weather and climate basics, 3)
State University) on the updates to the
carbon and greenhouse gases, and 4) forage Nutrient Tracking Tool (NTT) (http://
resource management. Information gaps
nn.tarleton.edu/NTTWebARS/).
related to enterprise flexibility will be
addressed through a web based symposium, The team broke into groups on the second
“Enhancing Enterprise Flexibility of Beef
day of the meeting to develop more detailed
Cattle Operations in Response to Climate.”
work plans to address the gaps identified
The symposium will consist of 30 minute
during day one for focused attention during
presentations on key topics that will be
Year 3 of the project.
recorded and made available via YouTube

Funding Acknowledgement
Project personnel should acknowledge on papers (oral and poster papers)
delivered at scientific professional meetings, field days, and the like, and on
progress reports, Extension publications, newsletters and reports in newsletters
and the like, and in all scientific communications. The following wording, or
something similar, is sufficient.
“Funding provided by USDA to Project No. 2012-02355 through the National
Institute for Food and Agriculture's Agriculture and Food Research Initiative,
Regional Approaches for Adaptation to and Mitigation of Climate Variability and
Change.”
If only a portion (even a small portion) of the work was funded by the Grazing
CAP, include language something like the following:
“Partial funding was provided by USDA Project No. 2012-02355 through the
National Institute for Food and Agriculture's Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative, Regional Approaches for Adaptation to and Mitigation of Climate
Variability and Change.”
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Social Media
Great Plains Grazing is now on
Facebook (Great Plains
Grazing),
Twitter (@GPGrazing), and
Google Plus (Great Plains
Grazing).

Upcoming Events &
deadlines
Year 3 Annual Team Meeting
March 18-19, 2015
University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK
Poster Abstract Submission Deadline: March 11, 2015

Internal Website
Reminder: the project internal website can
be accessed at

https://sites.google.com/site/
grazingcap/home
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