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millvillemessenger
The mission of the Millville United Methodist Church is to present the
good news of Jesus Christ in such a way that individuals are able to
receive a personal relationship with Him, be transformed by this relationship
and grow into fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

FROM PASTOR JEREMY
Happy New Year Millville Church Family!
2015 has been a great year for ministry and mission, and has
brought us to places I don’t think any of us could have
imagined. As I think about this next year, I’m confident in
saying that 2016 will be even better - as long as we remain
faithful to the calling God has given us as a church.
I want to use this letter as a “year end report” of sorts, but
also to inform you of a couple of opportunities that are
coming up in 2016. Some are organizational and
administrative, but most are ministry and mission related.
In 2015, Millville United Methodist Church...





...made every effort to live into the idea of doing
church differently as part of a Cooperative Parish.
This work will continue into 2016, with hopes of
greater connection between the three churches
(Millville, Webberville, Crossroads), and by
expanding to other communities that may be
interested in partnering in this way, so that the
Kingdom experiences growth and renewal.
...merged two congregations, Millville Church and
Dansville UMC, to form one stronger, mission
centric and community focused body. This merger
has led to other Kingdom building relationships,
including connecting with the Dansville Free
Methodist Church and Dansville Village Council.



...deconstructed and retooled the space in Dansville
so that we can more effectively meet the needs of
the community.



...continued to support the work of the Weekend
Food Kits through volunteered hours, financial gifts,
and prayer support.



...participated in fundraising events that enabled
over twenty kids in the area to attend camp with
significant scholarships, including gifts from the
United Methodist Women to offset the registration
fee. Fundraising efforts were jointly done amongst
the Connections churches.



...hosted a great pancake breakfast in Dansville on
Memorial Day, and handed out hundreds of
invitations to our block party, painted dozens of
faces, and handed out ten pounds of candy!
Members of all three churches participated in this
event!
...continued on page 3…

After hours of hard work and discussion, the Finance Team
has completed the proposed budget for 2016. Due to the
increased costs of being in ministry, along with an increase in
Ministry Shares and the cost of having a full-time pastor, we
will see an overall budget increase of $7,212. In order to
meet the budget for 2016, including payment of the mortgage,
our weekly giving will need to increase from $3,597 to $3,735
- that is an increase of $139 per week in General Fund giving.
The Leadership Team will review and vote on the budget at
the January meeting. Once the Leadership Team has
reviewed the budget, it will be made available in print for the
congregation.
2015 was a busy year at Millville Church. With the
completion of the roof project, installation and redrilling of a
new well, multiple furnace failures, installation of a new well
pump and water softener at the parsonage, and other
deferred maintenance issues - 2015 was an expensive year.
The bills have all been paid, and effective ministry happened
in wonderful ways, but the fact remains that our spending
exceeded our giving by about $14,000. This amount also
includes an $8,000 deficit in mortgage fund giving.
In spite of this reality, we should be giving God praise
because all the bills are paid - including another year of 100%
giving toward our Ministry Shares. It is worth noting that
the Finance Team, for the past couple of years, has
designated our Ministry Share giving. We are being faithful in
giving 100% and by allocating funds that we believe advance
the Kingdom of God.

We are doing an incredible amount of ministry. The church is
growing. The Gospel is being shared. You have been
faithful, and of course, God has been faithful as well. We
serve a God who is able to do the impossible. May we be
willing to follow our God into the fray and into the impossible.

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION SUNDAY
Have you been thinking about making it “official” and joining
Millville Church? On January 24, 2016 during worship we will
receive new and transferred members into the life of the
church. If you are interested, contact Pastor Jeremy or the
office at (517) 851-7853.
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CONNECTIONS MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE

WHAT’S NEXT? With the operations and ministry of
the Dansville Community Center up and running, it is time
to begin the process of determining the next community to
focus ministry development in. The CMT is in the
processing of discerning this. You are invited to participate
in the conversation, by attending an upcoming ministry
team meeting. The next ministry team meeting is Monday,
January 4 at 7:00pm, at DCC. Meetings are scheduled
every other week, on Mondays, at the Dansville Community
Center. Questions? Contact Deanna Seng.
LAUNCH TEAM - It’s time to begin the process of planning
the new worship service that will take place at the Dansville
Community Center. If you are interested in serving on the
Launch Team, please contact Pastor Jeremy. The team
will begin to meet in February.

HAPPENINGS @ DANSVILLE CC

SMALL GROUPS
 Video Gamers Group, Saturday, January 9, 10am-2pm
High School / Young Adults. Lunch provided.
 Active Gamers Group, Sunday January 10, 1-3pm
Elementary and Middle School
 Kids Club, Sunday January 24 1-3pm, 2nd-5th Grade
 Coffee and Conversation, Tuesday, January 26, 7-8pm
High School and Young Adult
DCC EVENTS
 Morning Rush, Wednesdays, 7-9:30am
 “Doing Life Together” - A new social group designed
for adults who are looking to simply connect to a
community. This group meets weekly, on Tuesday
from 6:45-8:30pm, at the DCC. Everyone is welcome.
 Lego Club, Saturday January 16, 10-11:30am
 Free Expression Painting, January 23, 1-3pm. Call
517-851-7853 to register. $25 / person, $40/couple.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE

If God is leading you to participate in any of these areas,
please speak with your pastor.
MINISTRY TEAM
The primary task of the Ministry Team is to provide
oversight and leadership in the areas of program and
ministry. This team serves throughout the year to guide the
ministry and work of CONNECTIONS. Program / Ministry
Areas of the Ministry Team shall include Nurture, Outreach,
and Witness.
NEW CHURCH / MINISTRY INITIATIVES TEAM
One of the primary goals of CONNECTIONS is to launch
new worshipping congregations in the surrounding
communities. The primary task of the New Church /
Ministry Initiatives Team is to be intentionally working on
identifying and implementing new ministry initiatives and
planning and launching new faith communities.
PERSONNEL TEAM
The primary tasks of the Personnel Team is to consider the
professional (paid) leadership needs of CONNECTIONS,
work to support the appointed and hired staff and their
families, recommend salary and benefit packages for
appointed staff to the church conference, and set salary
and benefit packages for non-appointed / direct hire parish
staff of CONNECTIONS. Members of this team must be
members of the local church SPRC.
STEWARDSHIP TEAM
The primary task of the Stewardship Team shall be to
develop and administer the CONNECTIONS budget that
will be funded by special giving, fundraisers, and
designated funds from each local church.
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TEAM
The primary task of the Leadership Development Team is
to help individuals discover their spiritual gifts and develop
their leadership skills in order to serve the world in the
name of Jesus Christ. This team serves throughout the
year to guide the Executive Team on matters regarding the
unpaid leadership of the parish.
This is but a snapshot of the language from our covenant
document. For more specific information, or if you have
questions, contact Pastor Jeremy or Pastor Rick.

Euchre Tournament, January 23 @ 7pm.
Cost $10 / person. Prizes for high score, low score,
and most lone hands. Beginners welcome!

Pastor Jeremy
517-851-1494

Pastor Rick
517-231-2349
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...continued from page 1…


...held the first annual community block party and
bike parade at the Dansville site. This event was
very well attended by families in the community, and
the Connections Ministry Team is busy making
plans for the next one!



...participated in a big way in the Williamston Area
National Night Out in August. Connections provided
popcorn and water, as well as face painting and lots
of games and prizes for the families that attended.



...spent a day at Hawk Island with our sisters and
brothers from Crossroads and Webberville UMC’s.



...launched the Dansville Community Center in
October, with a very successful open house!



...received nearly $15,000 in grant monies from the
Lansing District of The United Methodist Church,
and DeWitt Redeemer UMC for the work in
Dansville, in addition to another $28,000 in grants
from the West Michigan Annual Conference to offset
the cost of my salary, so that we can continue to
move toward launching new faith communities and
worshipping congregations in our area.





...received national and worldwide coverage of our
work in Dansville via United Methodist
Communications and West Michigan Annual
Conference.
…continued local church ministries of nurture,
outreach, and witness including the Soup Cook Off,
Youth Haven Auction, servant evangelism events,
Pizza / Popcorn and Movie, All Church Birthday
Party, continued missions giving, Sunday School,
Bible Studies, Children's Programs, Revival
Services, Youth Small Groups, and so much more!

Thank you to everyone who had the courage to partner with
God in this great endeavor, and the willingness to be faithful
to His calling on their lives! I’ve got to say, 2015 was a
tremendous year, but 2016 promises to be even better! We
have a vision that includes multiplication, growing the
kingdom by being willing to do anything, short of sin, to share
the gospel.
In 2016, in addition to continuing the ministries and missions
listed above, we will…




...begin a midweek family worship service at Millville
Church, including adding additional Bible Studies
and prayer opportunities, along with additional
children's programming, so that we can better meet
the needs of those in our church and community
who are looking for a midweek service.
...launch a new worship service at the Dansville
Community Center in October, so that we can share
the love of Christ with those who are not yet
connected with a church, or who disconnected. This
service will not look like anything that we currently
offer. Planning will begin in February with the
formation of a launch team. If you are interested in

being part of the launch team, please see me.
Remember though, this service will not be designed
for church folks, so prepare to have your limits
stretched, and your comfort zone invaded.


...reorganize our leadership structure so that
ministry leaders are freed to do the work of ministry
without being encumbered by extra meetings. The
Leadership Team is suggesting a change to a
“single board” model, where the executive functions
of the church (trustees, staff/pastor parish, finance,
and nominations) will be handled by ONE team
comprised of six to nine individuals that meets
quarterly, in a retreat format. The ministry functions
of the church (missions, youth, Christian education,
worship, etc…) will be handled by the Ministry
Team, that will continue to meet monthly. We will
have a church conference on January 21, 2015 at
7:00pm to vote on the new structure and
leadership. The Reverend Gary Step will preside
over this conference, and all members of the
church are welcome and encouraged to attend.



...pursue a summer lunch program for low income
children and youth in the Dansville community.



...step up our servant evangelism and outreach
ministries so that those who don’t yet know Christ,
will come to embrace a saving relationship with
Him.

There will plenty of opportunities to serve in 2016, and more
than enough work to go around.
As we begin this New Year, I ask that you pray about where
God may be calling you to plug in. Remember, what we
often view as interruptions to our daily lives, routines, etc…
God views and offers as invitations to step out and into
something that has the potential to transform us, and the
world around us.
May this next year bring blessings beyond measure to you
and your family.
Peace+Grace,
Pastor Jeremy

——————————————————————-

IMPORTANT
Church Conference
1/21 @ 7:00pm

All Millville Church members are
invited and encouraged to attend.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR VOTE:
Single Board Governance Model &
2016 Leadership Slate
Rev. Gary Step presiding, on behalf of
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai
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The Millville UMW met on Tuesday December 8 for a
Christmas luncheon. We were very pleased to have 22
women and Pastor Jeremy attend. Everyone enjoyed a
delicious meal and good fellowship.
Arloa Smith presented a program on Love, Hope and
Peace of Christmas. Several women shared scripture to
go alone with the program.
The officers for the coming year were honored and Arloa
Smith is our new Secretary for the coming year. Our
officers are:
President – Sharon Showerman
Vice President – Elaine Fanson
Secretary – Arloa Smith
Treasurer – Lucia Thorburn
Missions – Diane Graf
Membership – Elaine Fanson and Margie Pollok.
We welcome all the women of the church to join us at our
meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at
7:15 p.m.
The officers met following the meeting and set the calendar
for the coming year:



Cookie Walk - Sunday February 7, proceeds will go
toward camp registrations.



Pork Supper - April 23, 2016 from 5 to 7pm with a bake
sale.



We will be hosting the May Fellowship at 12 noon on
May 6, 2016.



Mother/Daughter Banquet - May 7, 2016 at 6:30pm



June field trip is yet to be decided but information will
be coming later.



Turkey Supper - November 5, 2016 from 5 to 7pm with
a bake sale.

We greatly appreciate the help we receive with all of these
projects - you enable us to do the mission work that we do.
We have had a wonderful year and are looking forward to
2016 and more ways to serve in missions.
Sharon Showerman
UMW President

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION
The United Methodist Women have been invited to the
Eaton Rapids UMC for the Epiphany Celebration on
Saturday, January 2 at 10am. Contact Sharon Showerman
if you would like to attend. 517-521-3256.
PIZZA AND A MOVIE
We will be hosting a Pizza and a Movie on Saturday,
January 16 starting at 6pm. Pizza will be served first,
donation for pizza asked, then move to Sanctuary at
6:30pm for the movie “Amish Grace.” The children will
have a movie especially for them, shown at the same time.
CHURCH CONFERENCE
Join us on January 21 at 7:00pm as we vote on a new
leadership structure and leaders for 2016. This meeting will
take place in the sanctuary at Millville Church. All members
are encouraged and invited to attend.
LEADERSHIP TEAM RETREAT
January 23, 9am - 1pm, lunch provided. All members of the
2016 Leadership Team are asked to attend this meeting.
There are portions of the meeting that are open, but all
discussions around personnel are confidential.
PAINTING WITH SUE
“Free Expression Acrylic Painting Class” will be held on
Saturday, January 23 from1-3pm at the Dansville
Community Center with Pastor Sue Trowbridge. No artistic
talent needed, all ages are welcome, please wear old
clothes.

Coordinator - Diane Graf

JANUARY MISSION FOCUS - WEEKEND FOOD KITS
Please consider a special financial contribution during the
month of January, to support the work of the Weekend Food
kit program. This program provides weekend survival kits to
low income families in the Dansville School District, and is a
partnership between Millville Church, Dansville Schools,
and Lansing Area Elks Lodge.
CHRISTIAN RESOURCES INTERNATIONAL
CRI is a Fowlerville based Christian non-profit organization
that collects books and financial resources, and sends
them, free of charge, to orphanages, pastors, missionaries,
theology students and new believers. There is a crate
under the missions board for collection.
Our communion offering in January
will benefit Haiti Hot Lunch
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THOSE SERVING DURING WORSHIP - JANUARY
Thank you for your service!

GREETERS
3– Rusty & Teresa Bloom
10-Harriet Chesley
17-Carol Perrine
24-Larry Nelson
31-Angie & Elizabeth
Townsend

READERS
3- Rob Seng
10-Justin Gleason
17-Linda Basore
24-Gary Wilcox
31-Katrina Dodson

FELLOWSHIP HOST’S
3– Arloa Smith
10-Men’s Fellowship
17-UMW Women
24- Don Tippin
31-Children’s Sunday School
HEAD USHER
Justin Gleason

One of the primary avenues for Christian discipleship and
accountability is through the ministry of small groups.
Below are Bible Study and Small Group opportunities that
currently exist at Millville UMC. If you are interested in
leading or starting a small group, please contact Pastor
Jeremy or the church office.



Millville Menders - Come and enjoy the fun and
fellowship with the Millville Menders! A time to sit and
fellowship whether you are working on a project or not!
They meet on Mondays at 1pm. and will be leaving a
seat for you!



Breaking Silence is a support group for survivors
and non offending family members, dealing with sexual
abuse. The group will be meeting on the first
Wednesday’s of each month at 7:00pm, at Millville.



ACTS Women's Bible Study Group meets weekly
on Tuesday at 1:30pm in the church library. ACTS
stands for Actively Caring Through Sharing.



Men’s Bible Study meets on Thursday evenings at
7pm at Ken Sokol’s house 2495 Swan Rd.

WELCOME CENTER
Kathy Kemler & Arloa Smith

NURSERY
3- Teresa Bloom
10-Sue Driksna
17-Jeanne Arseneau
24-Diane Graf
31-Marilyn Tippin
JUNIOR CHURCH
3-Nancy Rotarius & Harriet
Chesley
10-Judy Conklin & Renee
Galbreath
17-Heidi Schonle & Sue
Esdale
24-Sue Conrad & Teresa
Bloom
31-Judy Conklin & Sue
Esdale

PRAISE TEAM
Gary and Joann Post
Jessica Bloom
Abigail Seng
Angie Townsend
Jeremy and Toinette Wicks
SOUND & MEDIA
Terry Arseneau
David Conrad
Justin Gleason

NEW OFFERING
ENVELOPES FOR
2016

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
5
8
12
13
19

BIBLE STUDY / SMALL GROUPS

Beth Gleason
Marvin Gauss
Max & Mary Boyce
Brendan Post
Diane Graf
Jessica Bloom
Lance & Erin Graf

21
26
27
27
27
31

Paige Galbreath
George Young
Teresa Bloom
Andrew Seng
Alyxandria Wicks
Robbie Esdale

CONGRATULATIONS

OUR SHUT INS
Shirley Morse
New Life Assisted Living
607 Turner St.
Dewitt, MI. 48820

You may pick up your 2016 offering envelopes in the
Gathering Room. Please put your name and new
envelope number on the sign up sheet, and take your
new envelopes home. For questions, please contact
Marilyn Tippin, Financial Secretary, at 517-581-1748.

Viola Swan
3454 Parman Rd.
Stockbridge, MI. 49285

Congratulations to Krista and Brandon Driscoll on the birth
of their new daughter, Kendall Leigh. She was born on
December 15 and weighed 8lbs. 10oz. She is new granddaughter of Marilyn Henry.

THANK YOU

To our friends and family at Millville United Methodist
Church, thank you for your generous Christmas gifts. It is
our pleasure to serve the Church, and to serve our God, by
serving you. May you be blessed in this New Year, and in
the work God has placed before you.
Millville Church Staff
- Terry Arseneau
- Joann Post
- Jeremy Wicks
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MILLVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1932 N M52
Stockbridge, MI 49285
(517) 851-7853
www.millville.church
facebook.com/millvillechurch
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00am - 1:00pm
Joann Post, Secretary
millvillechurch@yahoo.com
Jeremy Wicks, Pastor
jeremy_wicks@yahoo.com
The mission of the Millville United
Methodist Church is to present the
good news of Jesus Christ in such a
way that individuals are able to
receive a personal relationship with
Him, be transformed by this
relationship and grow into fully
devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00am—Sunday School for all ages
10:00am- Worship & Jr. Church
Our worship is relaxed, and casual.
Come as you are, but be prepared
to be changed by the
power of the Holy Spirit!

Fellowship Time
Stay after worship and join us for
fellowship time, in Fellowship Hall!
There will be light refreshments - some
snacks along with bottled water and
coffee. This is a great time to connect
with friends, and meet new ones!
Nursery care provided during
Sunday School and Worship

In just nine lessons, you'll learn to take control of your money,
invest for the future, and give like never before.
Join us for a 9 week class on changing your family’s legacy.
As a result of this course, the average family pays off $5,300 in debt and saves
$2,700 in the first 90 days. This isn’t some stuffy economics class - you will laugh
as you learn to take control of your finances using Dave Ramsey’s baby steps.
There is a free preview session on Wednesday, February 3, at Webberville United
Methodist Church on the corner of M-52 and Holt Road, at 7:00 pm. The 9 week
course will start on Wednesday, February 10 th. We will meet at 7:00 pm every
Wednesday, for approximately an hour and a half, for 9 weeks. The cost of the
course is approximately $100.
If you already have attended the classes and you want a refresher, feel free to join
us. If you have questions, you can contact Cliff (517-749-1373) or Katrina Dodson
at (517-749-8441).
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