Ritual Title: GoneFishin'(Ritual to disbursedad'sashes)

Ritual Category

[]

Separation
Transition
Reincorporation

Ritual Intention
Connection
Control
Consolidation
Change

Ritual Focus
Deceased
Bereaved
Community

Natural Elements
Earth

Air

Fire

Water

Creative Elements
Art & Images
Movement

Music & Sounds
Words/Silence
Technology
Senses Engaged

Evaluation & Mementos

Brief Description:

Timeframe: 3 pours

Participants: immediatefamily

Objects Needed:

Biodegradable urn bought on line, and flowers for the kids.

Preparation:
Madearrangementsith my uncleandorganizeceverybody'schedule.

Safety Concerns:

Ritual Outline:

Dadlovedto fish. Whenwe askedhim whatfuneralplanshe would want,he always
saidhewantedto be"food for thefishes."My uncle(dad'sbrother)still lives onthe
farmwheretheygrewup andthereis pondon the propertysowe figuredthatwasthe
perfectplaceto puthisashes.

| wenton-lineandboughtanurnthatis biodegradablandfloatsfor a periodof time
beforeit sinks.It wasalittle priceybut nothingcomparedo the costof atraditional
urn. (Beforetheservicel hadto transferthe ashedrom the plasticbagthe crematory
gaveusinto the biodegradableontainemwhich felt kind of weird.) | alsobought
flowersfor all thegrandkids.

It maysoundkind of strangebut| alsoboughtsomebeerandwe all toastechim (Dad
neverwentfishing without a six-packof beer,)while my uncletook theurn and
rowedoutto themiddleof thepondandputtheurnin thewater.

| askedeverybodyto sayafew wordsif theywantedto, andmostdid. My sisterread
apoemthatshewrote. Thegrandkidshrewtheflowersinto thewater.We all waited
andtold storiesandlaughed andhuggeduntil the urn slowly wentunderwater.It was
very peaceful Afterwardswe hada mealat my uncle'shouse.

Theweathemwasperfect.Not exactlyatraditionalservicebutit seemedheright way to remembehim. My uncletold usthat
whenhedieshewantsto havethe samething donewith his ashes.
Theonething | would do differentlyis bring sunscreen.

| alsogaveeverybodyoneof dad'sfishing luresasa keepsake.

NOTE: If you are willing to share, please tell me about the ritual you created. If it was helpful for you, maybe it will be helpful for
someone else. (Of course | will make sure your personal information remains confidential.) thomdennis@hotmail.com
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