September
2018

A Note from Pastor Amanda
Ever wonder WHY we DO
the things we do?

leadership is planning them for every
quarter throughout the year. It’s part of
our mission statement:

or

“God’s Word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all…”

What it means to be part
of a church community?
We hold new member “classes” once
or twice a year to introduce new people
to what Lutherans believe about Baptism
and Communion, and just what Lord of
Life does in the building and for the
community. But we know that even longterm members have questions about this
faith and this community.

Lord of Life Lutheran

LifeLines

Questions like: Why do we sing so
many songs? What’s the point of group
prayers? How does what we do on
Sunday help me live faith later? and,
Why do we say in the Apostle’s Creed
that we believe in the “holy catholic
church”?
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These are such fun questions.
Honestly! It’s these questions that make
us think about our faith, make us explore
God’s good news, and that lead us to
trust God in all things! These are some of
the questions that led me to Seminary!
But there is much more fun way to
look at these questions than sitting in a
lecture hall. Let’s play games. Let’s have
a meal. Let’s talk to each other and let
our church’s faith develop into something
more than rote memory or quiet seated
listening.
We are calling these gatherings
“Welcome to…” Events, and your council

We are working to make ALL KINDS
of connections:
~ Embracing our questions
~ Having fun with one another
~ Our God-relationship as individuals
and a community
~ Between faith and our actions
We are starting these events:

September 30 after worship!
Makes sense: September 30th is a 5th
Sunday. I’ll be changing our worship
style and order that morning to get your
brain gears going about the components
of worship and their placement in the
service.
The only thing we need is you.
Because like I’ve said multiple times: you
matter. Your questions, your faith, and
your presence matters. And it doesn’t
only matter to the people you know. It
matters to our kids who see your
faithfulness during questions; to the
guests who get a feel for this community;
to the God who loves you.
I am SO EXCITED to explore these
topics with you! Come play and learn!
With great joy,
~Pastor Amanda
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Sunday, September 16
ELCA Lutherans all over the nation will be working to
make a positive impact in their community. US TOO!
Why?
Because God loves this place just as much as we do
(if not more!)
Sunday, September 16 will have a commissioning worship, Communion, and a sending blessing. We will
break into smaller groups and serve this community with our’s and God’s love! What a gift to put our
faith into action—to be a church that doesn’t only hear the word, but goes out and DOES something
for the sake of others!
Here’s what we’ve done in the past:
Cut, split, stack firewood to hand out in the community
Cleaned greasy cupboards, stoves, ovens for the Senior Center
Washed sliding glass windows for seniors at Holiday Heights
Built shelves and cleaned out a backyard for a woman
Gathered to celebrate at Pioneer Park with other ELCA churches

Here’s what we’ve got this time:


Share God’s love: Support our 1st Responders in North Pole with cookies and cards



Provide food for God’s creation: Plant wildflowers under the tall Lord of Life sign to
feed bees and butterflies in 2019



Share God’s love: Package freeze-pops and write notes to uplift the spirits of sailors
stationed in Bahrain



Comfort those grieving: Replace the existing North Pole Memorial Garden (posts with
small plaques on the Nature Trail) with a long-standing, beautifully designed sign
* Currently looking for creative people to design a sign! See Pastor Amanda!



Care for God’s creation: Pick up trash along St. Nicholas Drive from the church to
Wendy’s

If the 16th doesn’t work for you, Santa’s Senior Center needs help sorting items for their
Rummage and Bake Sale on Friday Sept 7—stop by anytime from 10am until 2pm.
If your hands can’t work—eat out at a local business!
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Rally Sunday PARTY!!
Sunday, September 9 starting at 9:30!
We are starting off our new Sunday School year with Rally Sunday with our new start time of 9:30!
We will have food, fun with games and a bouncy house (weather depending) and building friendships.
Parents are asked to sign their youth up for Sunday school, committing to the baptismal promises of
encouraging them to trust God. We will gather all the children into one group and learn themes based on
Scriptures and how they effect our lives:
- Caring for God’s world
- God guides
- When tempers sizzle
- God talk, Good talk
- When things get tough
- Sharing what we have
- Promises to keep

If you have found strength because of your faith,
YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER!!!
Consider signing up for 3-4 weeks of teaching through November—you can choose your lessons and the
activities you are comfortable with. See the education bulletin board across from the coffee pots.

Youth Group News

UnderGround News

Need a place to vent? To play? To ask questions
about life and hear something good?

The UnderGround (3-6 grade group) are
encouraged to participate in God’s Work Our
Hands projects on Sunday, September 16.

YOUTH GROUP IS STARTING AGAIN!

7 –12 graders will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of every month from 6—7:30pm!

This group meets the 3rd Sunday of every month

Jacoppi is your voice on council—if you have
things you want to do at church, start talking!

This year, we are excited to take field trips to learn
about some of the cool things people at church
do, to experiment with them, and figure out what
faith has to do with life. Don’t miss out!

See you September 9 and 23!!!

from 4—5:30pm.

School Lunches begins—2nd Friday of every month
School lunches are starting again on September 14th. Volunteers meet at the church at 10am on Friday
morning to help create the lunches and snacks we provide to the elementary, middle, and high school
kids who have unreliable food sources on the weekends. We then deliver them to the schools to be
distributed. On early dismissal days we meet at 9am to get them delivered on time: (October and
November will be 9am.)
Thank you for all who come to help with this project and those who donate
and seek other funding sources!
If you need any information Janis Robertson is the person to ask!
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Big Things Worth Your Participation!
Women’s Retreat

Fellowship of the Month

Alaska Synod Women's Organization
(ASWO) Retreat, September 21 – 23, 2018

One of our marks of connection is the time we
spend together. Everyone is invited downstairs
after worship to share some stories over a bite of
food. If you would like to help bring people
together, consider bringing an appetizer, a
treat, or meal on a Sunday morning. We
typically have between 20-30 people stay and visit
after worship.

North Star Bible Camp, Willow AK
Never too young to learn,
never too old to teach!

based on 2 Timothy 3:14-17
If you are interested in attending this multi-age
event, there is still time to sign up! Contact Lucinda
Wright at 907-222-7919 or lucindatal@yahoo.com.
We are arranging carpool groups. Please contact
Barb Thoma at 488-2630 if you are attending and
need a ride or are willing to give rides to others.

We have a new large sign-up board
covering the year. It’s at the end of
the counter!
Thanks for making connections with others.

Loving Families Oct 21!

Generosity Project Oct 14

This October we will welcome families
experiencing homelessness as “Loving Families”
returns to Lord of Life. After having the summer
off we look forward to serving those in need of
shelter to get back on their feet! Our first week is
October 21-28, second is Dec 30-Jan 6.

Join this all-generation celebration and
discovery of a life of gratitude!

We are inviting other North Pole churches to
volunteer with us for everything from food to
friendly chats, to staying the night with the
families in the church.
There will be sign-up lists and information by the
front office mid-September, a mandatory 1 hour
training the beginning of October, and volunteer
information and application papers available.
It is more joy than burden to follow Christ’s call:
“just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.”
Jesus in Matthew 25:40
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The Generosity Project is a lively, fun, half-day
interactive, intergenerational workshop. It models
a congregation’s potential to connect and equip all
ages and generations as Steward Leaders in the
congregation and in the home.
In other words: it helps us talk to one another
about sharing and service and money and life.

Sunday afternoon, October 14
at Fairbanks Lutheran Church
This is a WONDERFUL opportunity to teach
children about why we give, and help adults see
God’s generosity in our lives. Bring the whole
family, bring singles and couples, grandkids and
grand parents, make connections with others, and
have a good time!
“LifeLines”

Lord of Life

2018

To schedule or change an event at Lord of Life, contact the church office.
“LifeLines”
Groups not associated with the church are asked to fill out a building use agreement form.
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL

Lord of Life Lutheran
1005 Saint Nicholas Drive
Po Box 55791
North Pole Alaska, 99705
Website: www.lordoflifeak.com
Phone: 907-488-6720
Pastor’s cell: 322-2065
E-mail:
Pastor Amanda: pastor@lordoflifeak.com
Office: office@lordoflifeak.com

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm
Mission Statement

“God’s word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all,
strengthening and serving the healthy
and hurting.”

President:
Bob Thoma
Vice President:
Sean Garrison
Secretary:
Cheryl Park
Treasurer:
Sam Aleshire
Education:
Vanessa Knutson
Missions Social Ministry:
Becky Peterson
Worship & Music:
Curt Renner
Youth:
Jacoppi Pahkamaa
Stewardship:
open position
Evangelism:
open position
Facilities:
Jered Dulany
Financial Secretary:
Amie Maranville
Pastor:
Amanda Kempthorne

488-2630
888-2052
488-4167
488-4692
701-430-2212
385-9581
488-4405
388-2620

460-7771
488-0552
322-2065

Church Council Meeting — September 10, 7:00 pm
Newsletter deadline: the 20th of each month.
You can always check for updates on our website:
www.lordoflifeak.com
or
Follow our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/lordoflifeak
(even if you don’t have a Facebook page!)

Special Prayers and Concerns
Birthdays
9/2 Kelly Fennell
9/4 Brenda Sadler
9/9 Evie Freeman
9/10 Robert Peterson
9/16 Evan Kempthorne
9/20 Jim Woolace
9/21 Dixie Keil
9/27 Kaylee Lindhag
9/28 Roger Bolish
9/28 Karen LeFlore

Anniversaries
_

9/13 Gary & Meg Ojala
9/15 Eric & Sam Aleshire
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If your birthday or anniversary is
missing from the newsletter or
bulletin, please call or e-mail the
office with your information.

Prayers for:
Healing: Paula F, Meg O, Karen
K, Evie F, Eric P
Those who are hunting
Those working hard for LoL’s
ministries.
Preparing and searching for
new leaders on council
Those who feel disconnected
from this faith community.
Send an email to
office@lordoflifeak.com to sign
up for our prayer chain emails!

September Synod
Prayer Partner:
Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Anchorage, AK.
Please pray for:
* Search for a pastor and
listening to God’s voice
* Celebrating their 40th
anniversary September 23!
* Re-starting Sunday school
program with new fire
* Renewed sense of
the Holy Spirit’s
presence and
strength as they
transition.
“LifeLines”

