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Bells
Prelude

“Let There Be Peace on Earth”
Sy Miller and Jill Jackson

Call to Worship

Heather Tower

Leader: Lift up your eyes, come worship and rejoice.
The Holy One reigns from the highest heavens.
People: We praise God, who is a stronghold for his people.
God will be our guide forever.
Leader: Hear the message of God’s prophet among you.
Keep God’s word in justice, kindness and faithfulness.
People: We will honor God, whose ways are righteous.
We will meditate on God’s mercy and love.
Leader: Come, be equipped for the journey of life.
Seek to be empowered in your daily witness.
People: We turn to God who calls us into service.
We pray that God will use our lives for good.
*Hymn

This is the Day (sing through twice)

*Gathering Prayer

Heather Tower

We come into your presence, O God, to ponder the depth of your steadfast love and to learn of
your ways. In this hour let us hear enough of your Word to be astonished. Let us see enough
of your deeds that our faith may be established. Grant us enough of Christ’s vision and
compassion that we will risk rejection, proclaim your gospel and bring wholeness to your
world. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Ezekiel 2:1-5

Heather Tower

1 He said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke to
me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3 He said to me,
Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me;
they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 4 The descendants are
impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord
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God." 5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that
there has been a prophet among them.
Mark 6:1-13

Rosemary Dawson
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He (Jesus) left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 On the
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said,
“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of
power are being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at
him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and
among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5 And he could do no deed of power there, except
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6 And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two
by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He ordered them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not to put on
two tunics. 10 He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11 If
any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is
on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should
repent. 13 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
Special Music

Sermon

“Nearer, Still Nearer”
Lelia N. Morris, arr. Nathan J. Arnold
Astonishing

One of the joys of summer, especially this summer, is having family gatherings. I am always
amazed at how much people have grown and changed. The little ones sprout up, and the olders one
(like me) shrink and spread out.
I wonder if that was a part of the reactions of the people of Nazareth. Jesus has come home but he is
no longer ‘just a boy from Nazareth.’ He’s all grown up and he has far surpassed any expectation
they may have had for his life. On the Sabbath, when he began to teach in the synagogue people
were astounded, shocked by his wisdom and power. But unlike the similar reaction of the people
who thought Jesus was demon-possessed, the town’s folk don’t seem to question the source of his
power, but the legitimacy of this teacher. You see, in ancient Israel, and throughout the region, there
was a strong culture regarding status. One was expected to live within the roles and norms of their
family standing. Jesus was just a boy from Nazareth, Jesus was just a carpenter, Jesus was the firstborn son of Mary – and he was expected to stay home, work his craft, and ‘know his place’. That
may be just what caught them off guard, what caused them to take offense and literally ‘be
scandalized’ by Jesus’ apparent capacity of wisdom and power far beyond anyone’s imagination.
What should have led to praise and welcome turned instead to disrespect and even shaming.
But Jesus was never one to ‘stay in his lane’. Jesus confronts the scandal and the norms. (Doesn’t
he always?) Jesus claims his role, his status, and his honor as a prophet of God (never mind as the
Messiah and Son of God). Jesus speaks to the all-too-human tendency to dismiss the signs of God’s
presence, power and authority which are right at hand because it really is shockingly disruptive. “A
prophet is given honor everywhere except in his hometown and with his own relatives and in his
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own home”. And although it may be all too common, Jesus still is amazed, stunned by his
community’s unbelief, by their unwillingness to let go their societal ‘rules’ to embrace God’s rule.
And because of their unwillingness, Jesus’ hands are tied and he cannot do all the good he may have
hoped for in that town. And so he leaves, and he never returns.
That is a shocking and sad story for us to hear, to look back at a community so entrenched in ‘the
way it’s always been’ that they miss the presence of Christ in their day. But it can also be just as
disturbing for us. If anything, today, we are Jesus’ home-town crowd, his ‘brothers and sisters’
according to his words just a few chapters before. O, we know the rest of the story, for sure. And
we may even acknowledge Jesus, not just as a prophet of God, but as the Christ, the Son of God,
and our Savior and Lord. But maybe, sometimes, we are scandalized by the ‘tradition-ignoring’,
‘norm-dismissing’, ‘class-crushing’ wisdom, power and authority of God, which is being spoken to
us today. [[We may be so stuck on ‘who’s who’ that we cannot hear those who are speaking ‘the
truth that will set us all free.’ We may be so caught in our ‘norms and traditions’ that we cannot (or
will not) avail ourselves of the ‘the things’ that might bring a fresh expression, and a renewed
power, to our church. ]] We may be so fixed on (stuck in) ‘the way things have always been’ that
we miss the gifts that may be awaiting us if we can just let go of what we think we know, of what
we think ‘should be’, and not just acknowledge Christ’s status, but his authority, here and now, to
challenge us, charge us and change us. Maybe we are being called to take a fresh look at this ‘boy
from Nazareth’ and not just him, but ourselves.
Amen.
Hymn

More About Jesus Would I Know

Joys and Concerns
As you meet with God in prayer, please lift up the joys and concerns shared through the Trumpet
Blast. God is eager to be your help and strength, to listen to you and meet your needs. Prayer is a
gift we can always use. If you would like the church to pray for you please contact pastor Rosemary
or Michele Lawler.
Prayers of the People
Gracious God, we come before you today with humility and thanks. Your faithfulness, grace and
patience with us is astounding, and because of it we have hope. We thank you for Jesus Christ, who
was continually reaching out to invite people into faith, and to live in the fullness of his blessings.
We thank you also for his Spirit among us today, who continues to challenge us with your wisdom
and your power. O God, we want to live in genuine faith and follow your good will for us, and so
we come to you now with open hearts and minds.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Help us to let go of our fixed assumptions and
established routines that we might take hold of the new life and new possibilities you have envisioned
for us. Help us to respond to your presence among us in ways that will bless us and our world.
We pray for all who are given authority in this world. Grant them wisdom and courage as they
pursue your ways of justice and peace among the nations. And we pray for all who seek your help
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today. May the ill gain your healing, the mourning know your comfort, and the needy receive your
aid. We also lift up… and we thank you for…
We praise you, Wondrous God, for all your goodness and grace to us, through Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
Offering
The word of Christ astounds and provokes. The work of Christ restores and empowers. As disciples
of Christ we are called to lives of faith that bear witness to the gospel and extend God’s blessings to
the world. Let us dedicate our offerings in hope.
Thank you, O God, for your grace and truth. As we celebrate our faith we also would reach out to
make your goodness known. We ask that our gifts would be effective in our ministry here and
wherever our influence can reach. Guide us, as we seek to invest our best for the sake of Christ.
Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
Communion
Hymn
Invitation to the Table
Great Thanksgiving
Consecration and Service
The Bread
The Cup
Prayer of Gratitude
*Hymn

Let Us Break Bread Together

Pass It On

Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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Benediction
Go now into the world
May we continue to grow in God’s grace and in a true understanding of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs all glory and honor, now and forever. 2 Peter 3:18 adj.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“I Believe”
Ervin Drake, Irvin Graham, Jimmy Shirl, Al Stillman.

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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