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Many of you might know this, but I used to be a professional tennis player. Growing up, I
wanted to be like Boris Becker. Some of you might be saying, “Boris who?” Boris Becker was
the youngest player ever to win Wimbledon (arguably the most respected tennis tournament) at the
age of 17, and I intended to be even better than him.
I will have to say that I was very talented. I was fast as a cheetah, my forehand was very powerful, my backhand
was almost just as good. And my serve? It was like a lightning bolt, and it had a huge amount of spin to it.
So I took my talent, and I won Wimbledon, the US Open, the Australian Open, and the French Open!! I did all of
this… in my dreams.
You see, as most of us as kids, I was very delusional about my talents. There’s nothing wrong with that. It’s
great for kids to dream, but then reality often hits, and we see that we are not as talented as we thought.
For me, yes, I had extremely powerful forehands and backhands, but there is something about tennis that’s pretty
important. You have to hit it inside the lines, something which I rarely did. And my serve? Yes, it really was like
lightening, and had a huge amount of spin on it. Nobody could touch it…when it went in, which was like maybe 2% of
the time. Very often, I couldn’t even get the toss right in order to serve it. I was completely delusional to who I really
was.
So what does this have to do with the Christian life? A lot I think. This month on Sunday mornings, we will
come across a very delusional person, Peter. He thought he had all together. He thought he was the champion when it
came to following Jesus. He failed to recognize his own heart and mind and how fearful and deceitful it was.
This begs the question, “How well do we know our own heart?” What idols have we propped in our hearts and
minds before Jesus that we fail to recognize? Are we like Peter, and think and maybe even say out loud, “Other people do
this and do that, but my heart and mind will completely follow you Jesus” while we completely have blind spots in our
Christian walk?
Of course, we should have a desire to follow Jesus wholeheartedly, even to the point where this is clearly evident
to other people, especially non-Christians. In fact, Peter was like this in the book of Acts and his epistles found in
Scripture, but this time there was a difference. It’s evident this time that instead of thinking how righteous he was, he was
thinking of how righteous and graceful Jesus was to him. In other words, the cross loomed larger in his life.
This is exactly what my hope and prayer will be for us as our congregation, especially as the sermons are getting
closer and closer to the cross. I pray that as we move forward, that the cross will loom larger and larger and LARGER in
our lives. As a result, what will happen? First, we will see more and more how Holy God is. Secondly, we will also see
more and more of our sin. Then, as we do that, we will see more of God’s grace in our lives, and we will realize what a
mighty Savior we serve, and the Gospel and the Cross of Christ will loom even larger in our lives. In other words, it will
look like this:

(From The Gospel-Centered Life by Bob Thune and Will

Walker)
The more that this will ring true in our lives, the more
that we will seek time to spend time in Scripture, seek to do
God’s will, and will become bolder for Jesus Christ. Finally,
we (including myself) won’t boast in our imaginary selfrighteousness, but rather boast in our Savior, Jesus.
~Pastor Brandt Hammack
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E-mail: bgnepc@gmail.com

Pastor Brandt Hammack
Website: www.bergenepc.com
You can also find us on Facebook.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:30am - 1:30 pm
Pastor’s Hours:
Tuesday- Friday
9:30-12:00 flexible

(For every 5 Yrs. there is a for extra congratulations)
-----------------------------------------------------------July Anniversaries
4- Gregg and Debbie McAllister
32 yrs
19- Alden and Christin Snell
16 yrs
20- Scott and Janice Langdon
35 yrs
28- Dan and Debbie Sheldon
2 yrs
August Anniversaries
5- Dan and Pam Patmore
11- Gordon and Delores Seward
14- Charlie and Elaine McAdam
16- Dennis and LouAnn Paulhamus
25- David and Cindy Baker
25- Rick and Amy Stacy
30- Richard and Shirley vonBergen

19 yrs
63 yrs
48 yrs
33 yrs
40 yrs
35 yrs
66 yrs

July Birthdays
2- Kathy Cosgrove
5- William Walker
8- Gail Freeman
10- Cambria Goodenbery
10- Gregg McAllister
11- Tracy Miller
14- Celeste Brownell

16- Kristin Bailey
20- Steve Baker
20- Lennon Baker
24- Jenny Long
24- Eunie Ely
27- Dan Sheldon
30- Jonah Hammack

August Birthdays
1- David Haas
1- Gordon Seward
1- Ryland Stacy
2- Janae Genna
5- Elizabeth Snell
8- Jonathan Snell
9- Pam Patmore
10- Sally Thomas
Ju

14- Mark Lobel
18- Jim Bridge
15- Adrienne Cali
16- Janek Rebisz
20- Brian Foeller
22- Anne Waldruff
25- David Stacy

The Johnson family invites you to a
celebration of the life of Stuart Johnson on
July 20 from 3 to 6 PM at the Byron Fire
Dept. Rec Hall on Townline Road.
Ann looks forward to seeing everyone.

Linda E. Watson
530 Mobile Street
Pomona, KS 67076
(New address for Ruth M. sister)

VBS will be August 12- 16!
The theme this year is ROAR, an African adventure! VBS will be at our church for
opening and closing this year. We need nursery help, guides, crossing guards, people
to help with registration, and snack volunteers. A signup sheet will be on the bulletin
board soon.

Youth group continues to go very well with many teens attending. On June 13th we
had a TAG goodbye party to bid farewell to Ana Rebisz. She is working at the Word of Life
Bible Institute in the Adirondacks until late August and will then be attending Gilead
Christian School in Perry for her senior year. Ana has been attending TAG religiously
(haha) for years and will be greatly missed this summer. We began the night with games
and snacks and then moved on to a great discussion analyzing the song “Imagine” by John
Lennon. We inished the evening with an awesome game of hide and seek. Now that
summer is here we are excited that our recent ifth grade graduates will be joining us for
TAG. Our next TAG youth group will be on Thursday, July 11th. We will continue to meet
in the teen room upstairs from 6:00-8:00. Please come and bring a friend!

Ana’s Formal Goodbye Party ~ June 2019

Freedom from Addiction Sunday will be July 28 at Sage Pavilion, which is just a short
distance north of the church on Route 19. Members of Adult & Teen Challenge of WNY
will be leading the service. There will also be representatives from the Genesee Council
on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse about other programs that benefit people struggling
with addictions and their loved ones. A light lunch will follow, watch for details.

A peek at the Church Calendar
July

August

2- CE meeting
7- Church at 10am/Fellowship meeting
9- Worship committee meeting
10- Session
11-Son Risers/ TAG
12- Girls movie night 6pm, see bulletin board
14- Church at 10 am/E&M meeting
16- foodlink
21- Church 10am
23- Deacons meeting
25- Son Risers/TAG
28- Church at Sage Pavilion with Teen
Challenge 10am “Freedom From Addiction”

3- Chicken bbq at BUMC
4-Church at 10am/Fellowship meeting
6- CE meeting
8- Son Risers/TAG
11-Church at 10 am/E&M meeting
11-14th- Sports camp 6-8pm
12-16th- VBS
13- Worship meeting
14- Session meeting
18- Church at 10 am
20- foodlink
22- Son Risers/TAG
25- Church at 10am
27- Deacons meeting

Tuesday’s @2
PICNIC AND FLOWER PLANTING!
Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board to signup!
*Nursery help
*our to do list
*Snack signups
*VBS
*Sports camp

August 3
Chicken BBQ at the
Bergen United Methodist
Church!
FOODLINK DATES
Tuesday July 16th
Tuesday August 20th

Every month the Evangelism & Mission Committee will provide information about a missionary we
support in our church budget. In many cases, we will hear from the
missionary during our worship
service. After that, there will be specific prayer needs for that missionary so all committees and members of
the church can offer supporting prayers for the success of the ministry. Here's the prayer focus for July.

Prayer Request for Missions
We heard a powerful testimony from John Gay that described how God used items made by our
congregation for the Pioneer Christian Hospital in the Republic of Congo. It was clear that God was in
control each step of the way as John traveled with our donated items to Africa, and what looked like
obstacles
became signs of God's power as He removed each one for His glory.
This month we pray for Pioneer Christian Hospital and Dr. Joseph & Rebecca Harvey. Specific requests in
Dr. Harvey's own words include:
1. Prayer. Effective, fervent prayer from people living in right relationship with Almighty God,
Creator of
the Universe, and Lover of Our Souls. We are asking God for 100 more people committed to prayer for us
on a regular basis.
2. Personnel. The right fit of the right people with the right qualifications in the right roles and the right
commitments. Pray that God will send 4 full-time physicians or PAs, 4 full-time nurses/NPs/midwives (one
each for surgery/critical care, medicine, pediatrics and maternity) and 4 full-time support personnel
(mechanics, maintenance/construction, administration and accounting.)
3. Finances. PCH continues to miraculously meet local operating expenses from the meager
receipts
we receive from patients and their families who can afford to pay something for their care. We continue to
rely on outside help from friends and family and churches for our own support and larger
purchases like
medicine, lab supplies, fuel and projects like adding solar panels to decrease our
dependence on
fossil fuels. We could use 10 new people or organizations to give monthly, and the hospital could use 100.
These are two that I have added, not in Dr. Harvey's words:
4. Health. Dr. Harvey suffers from relapsing/remitting multiple sclerosis. He has reduced his work schedule to 20 hours/week at the hospital, but is the only long-term doctor at the hospital. Pray that
Dr.
Harvey will continue to be able to have the strength to serve the hospital and people he loves.
5. The family is currently in the US as they settle their youngest son, Noah, into college. Pray that
Joseph and Rebecca will make a successful transition to become empty nesters.
If you would like more information about Pioneer Christian Hospital, visit their website at Congo
hospital.org. Our church supports Dr. Harvey and Pioneer Christian Hospital as part of its Evangelism &
Mission budget. We hope Dr. Harvey can speak at a worship service while they are in the US at this time.

Christmas in July!
For the months of July and August we will be collec ng school
supplies for Opera on Christmas Child. There will be a bin in the foyer star ng in July:)

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu Freeman.
Stu is also collecting winter coats and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out your closets or see a
deal at a garage sale, bring in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me about a man he gave a bike to. He had no means of
transportation. Stu gave him a bike which he uses to get to work everyday! The bike meant the world
to him! It is great to see what the donations you give are doing for people! Each bike donated comes
with a card that has our information on it as well as a Bible verse!

Sewing With a Purpose
SWP has been busy for the month of June.
Some of our SWP projects were highlighted at the Bergen EPC table at
Park Days. Samples of the hand held dolls made from short sleeves of
t- shirts for children in the Congo visiting Dr. Harvey's Pioneer Christian
Hospital were on display as well as bandages rolled out of sheets.
(hand held doll from t shirt sleeve)

The teddy bear designed for Genesee County Domestic Violence Safe house was
also on display for the Bergen Community to see what our church is creating.

June 23 service highlighted the items sent to the Congo with John Gay for Kids
Korner and their part in helping with these projects followed by John Gay's witness of
transporting the suitcase to the Pioneer Christian Hospital in March and how the items blessed
the people and John's witness and work at the hospital.
June 27 brought people together to work on stripping sheets, ironing, lap folding and rolling
bandages for the Congo. There are always parts of our projects that do not require sewing skills.
Thank you all for supporting these projects.

SWP wish list donations:
SWP is looking for the following items you or someone you know
may have around the house.
(Please do not go out and buy them.)
*Freezer paper
*Polyfil batting
*Clear Bins
*Shelving bookcases for sewing supplies
*Clear plastic zipper bags that sheets or blankets are sold in
*Serger thread or regular thread
*Serger
*SWP will be looking for a few large suitcases so we can send items to the Congo and Days for Girls Kits to Kenya. Summertime is a great time for yard sales.
These should be old suitcases that will not be returned. Don't spend a lot of
money on this...

Coffee Hour snacks needed
Many, many thanks to Keith Marshall and his kitchen
crew (Dave and June Hahn and Kevin Hollenbeck) for the
yummy breakfast that they cooked for the high school and
college graduates. It was a labor of love, especially since it
was also Father’s Day! And thanks also to the rest of the fellowship team and Christian Ed committee that helped with
serving and cleanup.
We will be doing some kitchen cleaning on July 10,
so please take a look on the counters in the kitchen to make
sure that you have not forgotten any dishes, etc. that you may
have brought AND check the refrigerator and freezer for any
leftover food that you may have left. Thanks so much!
We served a light lunch (hotdogs) again for the June
18 Foodlink. God blessed us with another beautiful day and
wonderful fellowship with our Foodlink friends. We served
about 100. Our next Foodlink will be on July 16. Come out
and enjoy a hot dog with us before the Foodlink truck arrives.
Women of all ages – save the evening of July 12 for a
fun night of food and fellowship, with a movie. Marty Hammack will be cooking us a Mexican meal and sharing another
movie with us. The event will begin at 6pm. More details to
follow.
And just a reminder, July 28 is our Freedom from Addiction service at the Sage Pavilion. There will be a light
lunch following, right there at the pavilion. Hope to see you
all there!
Just a note regarding coffee hour, during the months
of July and August, we will be serving drinks only. We could
use some help setting up and cleaning up (either and/or) the
coffee hour table on individual Sundays (especially in the
summer months). If you would be interested, please see
Sandy Partridge.
If you have ideas for other events, please let us know.
Thanks to all who continue to help.

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:
baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.
Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are able and have time
to do one of these projects- Thanks!

*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Wash upper windows inside and out
*Rehang curtains in back entrance
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Paint stairwell in the back of the church
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nursery
- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

Those serving as Missionaries:
This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Rob Charcholla, Aggie
Redinger, Gordon Seward, Delores Seward,
David Hahn, Stu and Ann Johnson, Adriane
Broadbooks, Bob and Kathy Cosgrove, ,
Nancy Alfes, Ruth Morse’s brother-in-law
(Andy), Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), Susan
Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom -and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul and Sandy Harris,
Rosemary Utz-friend of McAllisters, Frank Takatchfather of friend of Jodi Black, Art Campbell and family,
Linda Elaine- Ruth Morse’s sister and for her brotherin-law Harold (Andy, Malanie Glucksman, and Evelyn
Pangrazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones.
Those fighting cancer: Dan Forno, Stacy Cline, Gail
Keene, Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister, Ken
Kruppner-friend of the Kobels

Joseph Harvey in Impfondo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in
the states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
Adrienne Cali with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Campus Target, and John Gay.
Our Session, Deacons, Pastoral Search Committee,
Youth Leader Joe Rebisz, Personnel Committee, Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many more
committees and ministries that help run the church.
Pray for the other local churches in our area (and your
area too!)
President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
state, nation & the world
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
well as our Veterans and their families
to students who may be interested in going to Albania.

Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, Willard
Pengelly, & Joan Miller
The Youth of our church and our community.

Veggie Wash dates are here:
September 21st
October 5th
October 19th!
From Your Deacons......
A big THANK YOU for generously
participating in our "Baby Girl" collection
during May and June. Many diapers,
clothing and other items were gratefully received by
the family. In addition to the baby gifts, several of us
were able to pray with them, assuring them of our care
and support.
The Deacons do not meet during July and August, but
we are still here to help, care for, and support YOU !!

Park Days 2019! Great job
everyone!

Church Finances
May 2019
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gen les the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 1:27
May giving was $14,694, about $3,000 below the budget goal and con nuing
the overall poor record of this church’s ﬁnancial support in 2019. Again, we
needed to withdraw funds, $2,000 from the Accumulated Income Fund to
pay the month’s bills.
Some special gi s were received, however. Two payments totaling $8,000
were received into the AIF, and a gi of $3,000 was made to help cover the
cost of the recent renova on of our Youth Room. The AIF gi s will certainly
help our monthly giving for the rest of the year.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – MAY 2019

OPERATING FUND
Income
Sunday offering:
$10,529.00
Loose offering:
$515.00
Amortized one time gifts:
$3,650.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$14,694.00
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$813.67
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$15,507.67

Expenses
Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
* None

$13,269.26
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$13,269.26
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$2,000.00
$0.00
$1,650.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$588.41

DESIGNATED FUND
Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$6,031.91
$3,298.98
$671.36

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$8,659.53

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$9,247.94

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
Activity in May
For May expenditures
May Deposits
Current Balance (5/31/2019)
Herry/Hill/Dawe/Claus Camp Fund
Activity in May
Young Life Camp Support
Wyld Life Camp Support
Hickory Hill Camp Support
Current Balance (5/31/2019)

-$2,000.00
$8,000.00
$47,045.72

-$3,400.00
-$200.00
-$350.00
$29,364.05

