RESOURCES

ABOUT THE JAPANESE-AMERICAN INCARCERATION AND WORLD WAR II
WEBSITES
442nd Regimental Combat Team Historical Society Website

www.the442.org/

Text of historical documents relating to the 442nd, photos, tributes, battle history, battle honors. 

Ansel Adams’s Photographs of Japanese-American Internment at Manzanar

memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/anseladams/index.html

Photographs from Adams’ documentation of the Manzanar War Relocation Center in California in 1943, including daily life, portraits, agricultural scenes, and sports and leisure activities. Includes the complete reproduction of the book Born Free and Equal, text and photographs by Adams.

Exploring the Japanese American Internment Through Film & the Internet

www.asianamericanmedia.org/jainternment/

More than two dozen short video clips in three categories: World War II & Roundup, The Camps Experience, and Postwar & Impact Today. Also documents, photos, poetry, diaries, audio resources, and weblinks. Discussion questions and classroom activities for teachers. 
Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Project

www.densho.org/

The Densho Digital Archive contains 400 videotaped histories (fully transcribed, indexed, and searchable by keyword) and over 10,700 historic photos, documents, and newspapers.

The Densho Encyclopedia contains over 300 articles covering key concepts, people, events, and organizations that played a part in the forced removal and incarceration of the Japanese-Americans in World War II.

You can also watch ten documentaries about the incarceration on Densho:

http://www.densho.org/ten-films-japanese-american-incarceration-can-watch-online-free-right-now/

The Learning Center provides free multidisciplinary lessons in four units: 
1) Civil Liberties Curriculum

Learning with Primary Sources (middle school and high school)

Constitutional Issues: Civil Liberties, Individuals, & the Common Good (high school) 

Dig Deep: Media and the Incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II

(middle school)

Immigration Journeys: Changes and Challenges (elementary school)
2) Civil Rights and the Japanese American Incarceration
            Six lesson plans
3) Sites of Shame (about the incarceration camps and detention facilities)
            Includes one family’s journey
4) In the Shadow of My Country: A Japanese American Artist Remembers
Discover Nikkei

www.discovernikkei.org/en/

A website with articles, photos, and interviews on video about the Japanese-American experience. Includes interviews with Gordon Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu, whose resistance case went all the way to the Supreme Court, where their previous conviction was overturned. 

Includes a lesson plan database that is a clearinghouse for lesson plans, classroom activities, and educational resources on various websites.
The Everyday Heroes of World War II: Ordinary People Who Did Extraordinary Things.

http://www.goforbroke.org/learn/history/combat_history/world_war_2/The_Everyday_Heroes_of_World_War_II.pdf

An ebook published by the Go for Broke National Education Center that tells the stories of men and women who, through words and deeds, supported the Japanese Americans during the difficult war years.
Go for Broke National Education Center
www.goforbroke.org/

700 oral history videos of Nisei military veterans, a clip from the documentary “A Tradition of Honor”, and a photo gallery. 

Lesson plans for high school on the topics of the Military Intelligence Service, Volunteering from Camp, The Rescue of the Lost Battalion, and a Pearl Harbor Project.
Japanese American Citizens League – Education

www.jacl.org/edu/education.htm

An overview of Japanese-American history, a map of concentration camps, the World War II Exclusion Order, a summary of constitutional rights violations, and links to curriculum and resource guides prepared by the JACL.

Japanese American National Museum – Museum Collections Online

www.janm.org/collections/online/list

Links to letters and photographs from the camps, including letters written by children to Miss Clara Breed, the children’s librarian at the San Diego Public Library, who corresponded with many of her patrons after they moved to camp.

Japanese American Relocation Digital Archives – University of California
www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/jarda/

Teacher created lesson plans for grades 4-12 based on photographs, letters, diaries, transcribed oral histories, and artwork of the camps. 
Japanese American Veterans Association

www.javadc.org

Includes information about each of the recipients of the Congressional Medal of  Honor and those in the MIS Hall of Fame and the U.S. Army Ranger Hall of Fame. The Research Archive provides access to documents scanned from the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and a personnel database of 21,000 who served in the 442nd RCT/100th Battalion and MIS.
Manzanar National Historic Site – Curriculum Materials

www.nps.gov/manz/forteachers/curriculummaterials.htm

Lesson plans; creative projects; photo galleries from Ansel Adams, Dorothea Lange, Francis Steward, and Clem Albers; a virtual tour; and a list of suggested reading.

A More Perfect Union; Japanese Americans and the U.S. Constitution

www.americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/experience/
 
An online exhibit from the Smithsonian National Museum of American History, with classroom activities, an historical overview, and a search engine for artifact photographs. A Reflections section allows people to post comments.

Also at www.smithsonianeducation.org:  Letters from the Japanese American Internment and The Japanese American Internment: How Young People Saw It (lesson plans for K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12)
National Japanese American Historical Society - Education

www.njahs.org/education.php

The society provides a Detention Class Camp Kit, which can be rented for two weeks for $30. It contains thirty-six photographs, artifacts, and a teacher’s guide with hands-on activities.
National Veterans’ Network
www.nationalveteransnetwork.com/

Information on the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the 100th Battalion, the Military Intelligence Service, the 1399 Engineer Construction Battalion, and the Congressional Gold Medal awarded to them in 2011.

The Nisei Soldier; Congressional Gold Medal
http://cgm.smithsonianapa.org/

A Smithsonian exhibit honors the Japanese American World War II soldiers. This site includes the sixteen-minute video Honorable Journey, the stories of twelve soldiers, and more information and resources.  
NPR: Stories about the Japanese-American Internment

www.npr.org/search/index.php?searchinput=internment

Links to hundreds of stories on National Public Radio related to the incarceration. 

Racebridges for Schools

www.racebridgesforschools.com/anne
Anne Shimojima’s story (available in text or audio download) Hidden Memory; Japanese American Incarceration plus lesson plan and discussion questions. Also two video excerpts of the story.

RacebridgesVideos
www.racebridgesforschools.com/videos

Robert Kikuchi-Yngojo: “Grandpa’s Story”

Anne Shimojima: “Evacuation”, “Incarceration”

Alton Takiyama-Chung: “Onara”, “Reflections on Minidoka”, “A Twice Saved Life”

Remembrance Project

www.remembrance-project.org

An initiative from the Japanese American National Museum, in which people affected by the Japanese-American World War II experience can post online tributes to their families, friends, and loved ones. 
Smithsonian Education

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/japanese_internment/

TED Talk: George Takei: Why I Love a Country That Once Betrayed Me

https://www.ted.com/talks/george_takei_why_i_love_a_country_that_once_betrayed_me
BOOKS
   (Level YA or Adult unless otherwise noted.)
NONFICTION

Armor, John and Peter Wright. Manzanar. Vintage Books, 1989. 

Cahan, Richard and Michael Williams. Un-American; The Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War II.  Cityfiles Press, 2016.
Chin, Steven A. When Justice Failed; The Fred Korematsu Story. Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1993. 
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Cooper, Michael. Fighting for Honor; Japanese Americans and World War II. Clarion Books, 2000. Grade 6+

Cooper, Michael L. Remembering Manzanar; Life in a Japanese Relocation Camp. Clarion Books, 2002. Grade 5+
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Inada, Lawson. Only What We Could Carry; The Japanese American Internment Experience. Heyday Books, 2000. 

Ishizuka, Karen. Lost & Found; Reclaiming the Japanese American Incarceration. University of Illinois Press, 2006.

Kessler, Lauren. Stubborn Twig: Three Generations in the Life of a Japanese American Family. Random House, 1993.
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Personal Justice Denied; Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. The Civil Liberties Public Education Fund and University of Washington Press, 1997.
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www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/personal_justice_denied/index.htm
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books.google.com
Reeves, Richard. Infamy; The Shocking Story of the Japanese American Internmnet in World War II. Henry Holt and Company, 2015.

Russell, Jan Jarboe. The Train to Crystal City; FDR’s Secret Prisoner Exchange Program and America’s Only Family Internment Camp During World War II. Scribner, 2015.

Sakamoto, Pamela Rotner. Midnight in Broad Daylight; A Japanese American Family Caught Between Two Worlds. HarperCollins, 2016.
Sakurai, Gail. Japanese American Internment Camps. Children’s Press, 2002. Grade 4+
Sandler, Martin W. Imprisoned; The Betrayal of Japanese Americans During World War II. Walker Books for Young People, 2013.
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Moss, Marissa. Barbed Wire Baseball. Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2013. Grade 2+
Noguchi, Rick and Deneen Jenks. Flowers from Mariko. Lee & Low Books, 2001. Grade 2+
Say, Allen. Home of the Brave. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Grade 4+
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Conkling, Winifred. Sylvia & Aki. Tricycle Press, 2011. Grade 4+
Dallas, Sandra. Red Berries White Clouds Blue Sky. Sleeping Bear Press, 2014. Grade 4+
Denenberg, Barry. The Journal of Ben Uchida; Citizen 13559 Mirror Lake Internment Camp. Scholastic, 1999. Grade 4+
Faulkner, Matt. Gaijin; American Prisoner of War. Hyperion Books, 2014. Grade 5+ (Graphic Novel)
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FILM 

American Pastime. Dir. Desmond Nakano. DVD. Warner Home Video. 2007. 105 minutes.
Come See the Paradise. Dir. Alan Parker. DVD. 20th Century Fox, 2006. 138 minutes.
Heroes. Alton Chung. DVD. 2007. 30 minutes. www.altonchung.com 
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FILM – DOCUMENTARIES

442 Live with Honor, Die with Dignity. Dir. Junichi Suzuki. 442 Film Partners. 2010. DVD. 97 minutes. 

9066 to 9/11. Japanese American National Museum, 2004. DVD. 20 minutes


Includes Something Strong Within. Dir. Robert A. Nakamura. Japanese American National Museum, 1994. DVD. 40 minutes.


Home movies taken at seven of the ten incarceration camps.


Winner of the CINE Golden Eagle award.
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Honor & Sacrifice; The Roy Matsumoto Story. Stourwater Pictures, 2013. DVD. 28 minutes.

The Legacy of Heart Mountain. Prod. David Ono and Jeff MacIntyre. Content Medida Group, LLC, 2014. 56 minutes.
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The Manzanar Fishing Club. Dir. Cory Shiozaki. From Barbed Wire to Barbed Wire Hooks LLC, 2012. DVD. 74 minutes.
Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story. Dir. Eric Paul Fournier. Docurama. 2007. DVD. 60 minutes.


2002 Emmy Award for News and Documentary.
Rabbit in the Moon. Dir. Emiko Omori. Wabi-Sabi, 1999. DVD. 84 minutes.

Winner of the John O'Connor Film Award for Best History Documentary of the Year (American Historical Association, 1999)

Time of Fear. Dir. Sue Williams. 2004. DVD. PBS 60 minutes.
Topaz. Dir. Ken Verdoia. KUED Productions, 1988. DVD. 58 minutes.
Unfinished Business. Dir. Steven Okazaki. New Video Group, 2005. DVD. 58 minutes.

Nominated for an Academy Award in 1985, Best Documentary Feature. 

Without Due Process; A Documentary About America’s Concentration Camps.  Dir. Brian 
Beanblossom. 2001. DVD. 44 minutes.

2001 – Crystal Award of Excellence – The Communicator
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