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COUNCILMAN BOTHE RESIGNS
William Bothe has resigned his elected
position as Town Board member in a letter to
Deborah Manning, Town Clerk effective October
8, 2004. He made reference to rlis previous
positions as zoning administrator and highway
superintendent and then mentioned, "When sitting
on the town board, I was cut short on various
occasions because I asked questions on behalf of
our residents." He further stated that his "only
regret is that I visited numerous residents and
solicited their support in the last election ..."
Bothe took office in January 2004 and
attended only 4 regular Town Board meetings.
Although he had indicated his intentions to resign
earlier, by waiting to submit his letter the
appointment of a replacement to serve until the
next election will be made by the Town Board
rather than by an election this November.

NEW ADMINISTRATOR AT INTER-LAKES
Wendy Bishop, formerly of Evergreen
Nursing Home, Plattsburgh, has been named as
interim to fill the vacancy created by the resignation
of Mark Kubricky, president and CEO of Inter
Lakes Health Care.
Kubricky confirmed his
reSignation effective Oct. 13. He had been at the
health care corporation for the past seven years.
Mary Kay Glazer, Inter-Lakes communications
director, referred all questions to Attorney Thomas
Gleason of Albany.
The move to hire Bishop as an interim was
necessary, since the state department of health
requires a licensed administrator on the scene of all
nursing homes and the Heritage Commons
Nursing Home had been without an administrator
since Kubricky left on vacation Sept. 17.
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TOWN BOARD VACANCY
The Hague Town Board is accepting
applications from residents interested in serving as a
Town Councilman. The position will be effective
through 12/31/2005. A letter of interest can be sent
by November 1 2004 to the Personnel Committee,
Hague Community Center, PO Box 509, Hague,
NY 12836-0509. For more information call 51 8
543-6161.
The Hague Republican Party has indicated tt
will endorse Tom LaPointe and the Hague
Democrats plan to endorse Cathy Clark.
J

TI CHAMBER PLANS CHRiSTMAS PARADE
The Old Fashioned Christmas Committee,
sponsored by the Ti Chamber of Commerce is
working on the Third Annual "Old Fashioned
Christmas" parade to be held Saturday, Nov. 20 at
1PM, to benefit the "Tiny Tim" program.
An appeal is being made for participation in
the parade, especially for floats, marching units,
clowns, holiday costumes, music groups and
carolers. Call 585-6619 for info.
With the generosity of the Kiwanis and NYS
Troopers program, Tiny Tim has an abundance of
toys, therefore they need assistance in the following
areas:
• Gifts for teenage girls: Jewelry, hair care products,
watches, etc..
• Gifts for children 2-16: CLOTHING! Outerwear,
Gackets, boots, gloves, etc.)
• Desperate need for batteries of all sizes for toys.
•They would appreciate any monetary donation to
purchase clothing.
Please make donation to "Tiny Tim Christmas Wish."
You can drop off your donations at the
Ticoderoga Area Chamber of Commerce Office at
94 Montcalm St., Ticonderoga, or bring your
donation on Nov. 20 and drop off at deSignated
areas.

THANK YOU SILVER BAY!
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On Saturday, October 9th, the Silver Bay
Association hosted Hague Community Day. Those of
us who live here in Hague were the welcomed guests.
The maples were aflame and waved their
colors to us in the warm breeze, beckoning my mother
and me towards the Inn. The lawn was still bright
green. The pathway to the porch was lined with pink
petunias. On the porch, Mom relaxed in one of the
rockers beside Beth, a Silver Bay guest, wl10 was
stitching a quilt that covered her knees down to the
floor. With Beth's permission, I clicked my camera. It
was a Kodak moment. (OK, Fujifilm, digital one.)
Some of the young people from Hague
stopped to chat. They had just come from kayaking on
the lake. At the boathouse I clicked the shutter down
a~<;tin, and caught two friends from the Hague Senior
Citizens Club. A few Hague people walked by with
tennis racquets over their shoulders on their way to the
courts. "You just tum in your badge to borrow the
equipment," I heard someone say. "You don't pay
anything."
All of us were treated to lunm. We were
welcome to try out a rowboat or a kayak or a canoe,
too, or to play a game of tennis, shuffleboard, or
horseshoes. We could go on a hike. We could even
try scaling the climbing wall or learn Yoga at the
Wellness Center-but my mother and I opted for the
grand tour of the campus.
Rrst we walked around the boathouse, passed
the benches with the great view towards Slim Point,
and came to the stone wall near our car. By then, Mom
was pretty tuckered out. We stopped a moment.
That's when the man in the golf cart came rolling up to
us. It was Chip Devenger, Silver Bay's Outreach
Coordinator.
And he reached out to us saying,
"Would you like a ride?" Gladly! We got the grand
tour.
Chip drove us past the Inn, the Auditorium, the
Chapel and the Gym, past the Labyrinth to Slim Point.
We came back along the beach to the Boathouse.
Then Crlip turned off the path right onto the steamer
dock. In summer, only the Emps may enter and hang
out there. The ERC is the Employee Recreation
Center and off limits to guests.
Last of all, Chip showed us the Community
Room and the brand new Brookside Community
House with its lovely study nooks and the bedrooms.
"Beautiful" doesn't say it. Mom and I were enchanted.
You have to see it!
All the residents of Hague have an invitation
from Chip Devenger to plan more community
programs together. So what are we waiting for? Let's
plan to get together again! Before Christmas, says
Chip1 What do you say?
I say, Yes! Let's do it.
And thank you, Chip and Silver Bay!.
--Christine lanson

SENIOR CITIZENS NEWS
September's meeting was well attended
and included more of our 'newly joined' members.
We are pleased to say our Group is growing. The
highlight of our gathering was the Slide Presentation
given by Rev. Rusty Bissell of the Hague
Wesleylan Church along with his wife, Sally, and
Katie Clark who spoke for their Youth Group. They
explained in detail their recent trip to the Dominican
Republic, and their slides depict what life is truly like
!n that C<?untry. The stories reiterated were not only
Informative but were 'eye openers' to us who live
so comfortably here in America.
The Club
sincerely thank the Bissells for taking the time to
share their experiences with us. We wish you
good luck and safe traveling on your next good will
trip. You are doing a marvelous job.
Our Senior Fall Luncheon was held at the
Drake's Restaurant in Schroon Lake. The beautiful
sunny day provided a delightful drive for us camera
toting leaf peepers. The luncheon was especially
delicious and nary a crumb was left ... lots of
sm!les & laughter ... a true sign of a successful
outing.
October's monthly meeting will be held at
the Community Center on TUES., OCT 26th -
The starting time will be 1 o'clodk instead of the
normal 1:30 pm. Per popular request, we will have
another Bingo Party. Each member will bring a gift
wrapped 'White Elelphanf to use for prizes. (W. E.
is any item you have stashed away unused - that
charming Xmas Tie - that unusual dish that has
never left the shelf) You get the idea!!
Any of you 50+ Hague Residents out
there, if you are free that day, wrap a W.E. & come
join us. We always have the Welcome Mat out for
new members!
mp
HVFD SCHOLARSHIP
At the recommendation of its Board of
Directors, the Hague Volunteer Fire Department
recently approved the establishment of a
scholarship fund to assist young members who
have completed high school and are continuing
their education.
A $500 assistance will be awarded to any
member who has completed one year of
exceptional service to the department and is fully
enrolled in a college or certificate granting
vocational school.
At the recent annual Spaghetti Dinner held at
the fire house, the 50/50 drawing was won by our
own Marty Brown and a beautiful quilt donated
by Shirley Smith was won by Jane Clark of
Ticonderoga.
...jmc
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TROUT BROOK DAY CARE

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

Located 5 miles south of Rt. 9N from the
Monument in Ticonderoga on Trout Brook Road,
the Trout Brook Day Care and Preschool is now
open and operating under the care of Jean
Marcotte, owner, Dee Cooper, aSSistant, and
Dawn Bazan, MS, OTRIL.
The program has been established by a
licensed Occupational Therapist (Dawn) and will
address your child's developmental needs on
many different levels. It is open full days 7AM to
4PM or 8AM • 5PM, Mon. thru Fri.
Cost is
$25.00 per week. Half days, 4 - 5 hrs.. Mon. FIt is $20.00 Trout Brook Day Care will be
closed for one week for Thanksgiving , Christmas
and summer vacation. Other holidays will be
posted on your child's calendar. Morning and
afternoon snacks, plus lunch, are provided.
Trout Brook Day Care will be open even
when local schools have a snow day, because
they realize most parents still have to work.

World Community Day will be celebrated on
Friday, Nov. 5, 2004 at the Hague Wesleyan
Church on Graphite Mt. Rd. in Hague. "In Faith,
Women Shape the Future for Peace" is this year's
World Community Day theme and will feature
Camilla Smith, renowned area Bible teacher. Smith
has a Masters of Divinity degree from Union
Theological Seminary, NY, was an English Professor
at SUNY, Missionary to Korea and is an active
peace loving United Methodist
All are invited to remember those in scripture
and in our lives who have upheld and pursued
peace. A brief question time will follow her lesson.
Participants are encouraged to bring a Bible.
An offering to support the on~oing work of
CWU in our state and community Will be taken.
Bring items for the Safe House and for least coin
offering.
FRIDAY, NOV. 5 WTH REFRESHMENTS
AT 10:00AM AT HAGUE WESLEYAN CHURCH
9800 GRAPHITE MT. RD, HAGUE. CAMILLA
SMITH'S BIBLE STUDY WILL FOLLOW AT
10:45AM. For further information phone Nan at 585
4005 or Helenmarie at 499-1238. . .. Helenmarie
Sunkenberg

ADIRONDACK CHILDREN'S TROUPE
The Adirondack Children's Troupe which
has been providing children's theater since 1979
will present its first production of the year at The
Glens Falls High School on Nov. 12, 13, and 14,
2004. The production, "A Christmas Carol" will
be performed by students in grades 8-12. Be
sure to save one of these dates for a fine theater
experience with your children.
ELECTION DAY DINNER
The annual Election Day Dinner will be
held on Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2004 at the United
Methodist Church, Ticonderoga.
Take out
dinners at 4PM; dining room opens at 5PM.
Menu:
Turkey/dresssing, potatoes/gravy,
vegetables/salad, rollslbutter, cranberry sauce,
dessertlbeverage. Adults $7.00, children $4.00.
Tickets available at the door.
LAKE GEORGE PARK COMMISSION
The
LGPC's
Law
Enforcement
Committee will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 26 at
9AM at the Holiday Inn, Canada Street, Lake
George, NY. The Commission will conduct a
regular monthly meeting which will include the
Commission's Project Review Committee
meeting on the same day at 10AM.
Middle age is the time when a man is always
thinking that in a week or two he'll feel just as good
as ever.. ..Don Marquis

ROTARY CLUB FOODIWINE EXPERIENCE
Still not too late to get your tickets to attend
the Rotary Club's food and wine experience to be
held at the Olive Garden in Glens Falls on
Wednesday, Nov. 3 at 6PM to benefit the club's
community seNice pronects. This has been a very
successful fund raiser in the past and all those who
have attended have had a great time.
Tickets are $30 each and can be reserved by
calling Ronni or George Garrison at 543-6554.
HAUNTING IN BICENTENNIAL PARK
The Ticonderoga Festival Guild is holding its
annual Hallowe'en "haunting" in the Bicentennial Park,
Ticonderoga on October 29 and 30 from 6 to 9pm.
This event is a continuation of the Haunted Fort which
has been held in the past at Fort Ticoderoga. Due
to construction, the haunting cannot be held there for
the next five years.
The Olde Mill Cafe opposite the park, will be
open to serve beverages and pastries at a discount
to the sUNivors who hold tickets.
Tickets are available at Rathbun's Jewelers,
Montcalm St. or by mailing a check to the
Ticonderoga Festival Guild, PO Box
125,
Ticonderoga, NY 12883. They are $6.00 each. Call
585-6716 for info.
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PLANNING BOARD - 9/2/04
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. Portions of the ,report on the September
Planning Board were Inadvertently omitted from
last month's issue and are included here.
The Board voted (6-1) to recommend to
the ZBA that the Reingold proposal be approved
based on the following conditions:
1. There is implementation of a stormwater
runoff plan satisfactory to the ZEO.
2. The sewer is hooked up.
.. 3. rhe 8 x 30 back house is cut back by a
mln,,:num of .10 f~et (to the first window). (The
maximum dimensions of the back house will
therefore be 8' x 20'.)
4. The sewer and water are removed from
the garage and include filling in the foundation to
build to grade.
revised drawings
. 5. There will be
satisfactory to the ZEO.
. 6. There is no change to the existing porch
roofline.
7. The height of the roof peak of the addition
to the existing cabin be no greater than 24' 6".
A proposal by Planning Board member
Peterson to eliminate the front porch on the
addition, which she felt was further encroacrlment
toward the Lake, was not included in the motion.
The Scrlnabels (43.13-1-6. TR-1)
Abenakis Drive wish to add an addition to thei~
existing house... The house is hooked up to the
sewer. The addition would be a partial second floor
~bove the south haW of the existing house. There
IS no change in footprint. The addition would be
within 50 ft of the Lake and would be in excess of
25% in~~ea~e i~ ~qua~e fC;>0tage. .The height with
the addition IS wltrlln gUidelines and IS not an issue.
.
The Board approved
a motion to
recommend approval to the ZBA of the variance
request with the condition that there be an
approved stormwater plan and implementation for
the entire house satisfactory to the ZEO.
Mr: Raab,(42-1-13, SUB
OC-1 ),
Decker HIli Road, requests a minor subdivision in
order to. change a lot line with his neighbor by
exchanglllg property foot for foot with no change in
total acreage. One lot is a lawful non-conforming lot
of 0.99 acres; the other is a lot of 3.17 acres which
!s conforming in acreage in OC-1 (where minimum
IS 2.9 acres). The Board gave preliminary
conceptual approval to the plan.
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 9/23/04
Mary Lou Doulin, Acting Chairperson, Bruce
Clark, .Ge~rge lanson, Tina King, Nelson Waters,
and Bill Pittman were present. Chairman Robert
Goetsch was absent.
ZBA Public Hearing on Reingold:
ZEO Bailey noted for the record that there
have been several letters. A letter from the
Schnabels in oppOSition, neutral letters from Engler

a~d the ~GA and a supportive letter from neighbor

Nlkolay Wilen .
Neighbor Jim Schnabel noted that there is a
pr~blem with the excessive percentage of increased
!lVIng spac~. The application figures show a 59%
!ncrease w.hlch would be disregarding the 25% limitation
In the Zoning Code. ZEO Bailey noted that for shoreline
property the square footage includes living space attics
porc.he~, decks, stairs and attached garages. 'In this
application there is a functioning attic so the floor space of
the attic is included.
.Mrs. Schnabel questioned the figures used in the
calculations but the ZEO stated he believed those to be
correct.. Mrs. Schnabel noted that the 59% still is
exces~lve and quoted from the July 2002 Hague
Chronicle under the Planning and Zoning Report of the
July 9, 2002 Town Board meeting. "The Board
accepted a petition from residents who 'ask that
appropriate steps. be taken to stop the building
overgrowth,
. Issuance .
of
improperly
processed...permlts, and disregard for Zoning and
Planning regulations and the lack of enforcement of these
regulations in the entire Town of Hague.'" She
contin~ed, ':This is w~at concems us - to keep to the
reQulations I~ the zoning laws. This is another variance
which doesn t meet the zoning code." She also referred
tc? the Zoning qode 1r 160-70, A. (2), which lists the 5
different conditions where denial of a variance is
appropriate and felt that all 5 relate to denying this
request.
Dic~ Gladu, Town Councilman, introduced himself
as the Zoning and Planning interface for the Town Board.
He noted, "A lot of good faith efforts have been put in
by the Rei~golds an~ the Boards over the past year to
come up With a solution. The 25 % increase limitation is
one ~hic~ the Town Board will probably consider
removing In my p~rsonal assessment. In my opinion,
the f~o~t, rear and Side setbacks, lot coverage and height
r~tnctlo~s adequately cover any situations. Although
neither nght or wrong, Hague is the only town on laKe
George which still has the 25% limit."
George lanson, ZBA member, noted that
another consideration is what would be allowed if there
was ~o house on the property. He asked, "Do you
pe~allze someone for.expanding when someone could
do It on an empty lot With Just the setback conditions?"
. .Ken Engler, represen~ing the LGA, read a letter
which In part encouraged a) Installation and maintenance
of erosion control measures during construction to protect
the Lake from ~tormwater runoff, b) that properties
should .be subject to periodic site visits during
construction to ensure that the as-built construction is in
accordance with the approved plans, c) consideration of
potential visual impacts from the Lake due to second
story additions close to the shoreline, and d) that
accessory structures are clearly incidental and do not
contain any plumbing.
Alison Craig, former long-time Planning Board
member, read a statement about zoning. Portions of her
remarks can be found on page 8.
(Con't on page 5 - ZBA)
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(Con't from page 4 - ZBA)
Public Hearing on Schnabel:
ZEO Bailey noted that there probably is
no variance needed now for the 25% limitation
since new figures would take into consideration an
attic. A set-back variance still would be needed
because the vertical projection is within 50 ft of
the water.
Neighbor Dan Reingold stated they had
no objections but wanted to be sure the proper
erosion control and screening were done.
The Board then went to the business
portion of the meeting to consider the application
of the Reingolds (43.13-1-5; TR-1; VAR 06-02),
15 Abenakis Drive. They wish to move an
accessory structure and attach it to the existing
house which will be modified to add a second
floor. A variance is requested because a portion
will be within 50 feet of the Lake, 50 feet of a
brook and will exceed a 25% increase in square
footage.
Site visits have been conducted
several times by PB and ZBA members. The
Planning Board has recommended approval with
conditions (see Planning Board - 912104 on p. 4)
The Board was sympathetic to the lengthy
process which has consumed time and money
both for the Town and the Reingolds. Although
they might not have approved this request W it
had been originally submitted, they felt it doesn't
have to set a precedent and is a reasonable
solution. The roll call vote was Clark - yes, Doulin
-no, lanson -yes, Pittman -yes, Waters -yes.
Approved 4-1. Tina King recused herself from
the discussion and vote.
No action was taken on the request of the
Schnabels,(43.13-1-6, TR-1), Abenakis Drive,
for an addition to their existing house. The
applicant agreed to waive the 60 day period in
which final action must be taken by the ZBA so
that the issue of square footage involved can be
c1arijied.
NEW BUSINESS
1. MORGAN (61-1-4, TR-1), Lakeshore Drive
Neighbor, Mr. Levy, has filed a variance
to appeal the decision by the ZEO that the
location of the newly constructed 3-car garage is
consistent with the permit issued. The issue
pertains to the setback dimension between Mr.
Morgan's recently completed garage and the
northerly property line. Mr. Levy has an access
easement along the northerly property line.
ZEO Bailey gave historical background on
the issue.
The Planning Board originally
approved a house and 2 car garage and no
variance was needed.

Mr. Morgan actually built a 3 car garage so a stop work
order was issued. A new application was filed and then
approved by the Planning Board as long as the new 3
car garage was no closer to the property line than the
footprint of the old storage building. An as-built survey
had to be submitted and they had to get a wastewater
permit. The NW comer of the old building was 8.11 ft
from the property line and that set the limit where the
new garage should be. The dimenSions shown on the
new survey were less than 8.11 ft. Mr. Morgan
advised the ZEO that the new garage is actually on the
same location as the old footings.
Mr. Morgan's
construction workers showed the ZEO where the old
footings were. In ZEO Bailey'S judgment the new
garage is no closer to the property line than the old
building.
Mr. Levy, who has access rights to his dock along
Mr. Morgan's property line, claims that the garage is
closer than the original. Mr. Levy is challenging the ruling
of the Zoning Enforcement Officer.
Mr. Levy appeared with his attorney, Michael
Englert, and a professional surveyor from South Glens
Fairs, Bill Rourke. Mr. Levy showed pictures he had
taken of the property which was completely graded after
the old building was demOlished and said that it showed
no pier existed. They also showed a sUNey of the
property done by Mr. Rourke, with references to
dimensions done in a 1995 survey for Mr. Morgan by
another sUNeyor, which showed the corner in question
on the old structure was 9.3 ft from the property line.
Mr. Rourke's current sUNey shows the corner of the new
structure is 7.3 ft from the line (and with the overhang it is
5.3 ft from the line).
There was disagreement on the interpretation of
the survey done for Mr. Morgan and the surveyor was
not present.
Mr. Englert noted that in his appeal document
they also were concerned about the covered wood deck
of the house that also encroaches on the setback. He
also stated that the garage was an entirely new use and
felt that the code setback of 10 feet should have been
required.
The Board tabled the appeal until next month
subject to a site review and appearances by both
surveyors.
2. MARCHETTI (93.1-1-10, TR-1), Bass Bay
The applicant wishes to extend a deck on the
residence between 2 corners of the existing house.
The proposed extension will be within 50 feet of the
Lake but no closer than the existing house. The percent
of the lot to be occupied is 26.9% with the addition. The
addition to the screened in portion will be covered. The
Board accepted the application and a Public Hearing will
be set.
ZEO Bailey noted that codes of towns can be
found at <www.generalcode.com>.
10/04
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PLANNING BOARD - 10fl/04
David Swanson, Chairman; Cathy Clark, John
Brown and Tim Costello were present. Pam Peterson,
Rolly Allen, and Peter Foster were absent.
Chairman Swanson reported that Art Hatfield,
Enhancement Committee, would be working on the
issue
for
the
private
fee
based-parki ng
Comprehensive Plan. Tim Costello volunteered to be
the PB member to work with him.
1. DISBROW (59.8-1-2.1, SUB 05-04, TR-2), 147
Split Rock Road
The applicant had received conditional approval
to subdivide the parcel into 4 lots of 25.24 acres,
24.29 acres, 2.31 acres and 84.55 acres. The final plat
must show the location of a deeded spring water
supply on the 2.31 acre lot and the deeded right of
way to Split Rock Rd from lot B.
The Board approved a motion to acknowledge
that the applicants have met the conditions and to
approve the signing of the plat by Clerk of the
Planning Board, John Brown.
2. MARCHETri (93.8-1-10, TR-1), Bass Bay Rd
The applicant wishes to extend a deck on the
residence between 2 comers of the existing house.
The proposed extension will be within 50 feet of the
Lake but no closer than the existing house.
The Board approved a motion to recommend
to the ZBA that approval of the addition be granted
and
that they investigate the possibility of a
storm water plan to minimize the impact of stormwater
runoff.
In Other Business, Chairman Swanson
announced that he had been told by Supervisor
Belden that the 2005 budget includes a payment of
$25 per regular meeting for each member of the
Planning Board.
The Board continued their discussion on open
space contribution for subdividers. Under the
subdivision code there is a requirement of developers
of major subdivisions to contribute either 10% of their
land or pay a suitable fee. ZEO Bailey reported that in
Bolton a flat fee of $400 is required and in Lake
George Village they require a donation of land.
Discussion included whether there should be a
townwide policy or if each developer should present a
plan to the Planning Board which ~ould ~n ma~e a
recommendation to the Town Board If a fee IS reqUIred.
A lot of discretion is given to the Planning Board.
Suggestions on recreational land included area for
skate-boarding, leaving wild nature areas, bike paths
and walking paths. Further discussion will be needed
by the entire Board.
written
ZEO
Bailey
presented
recommendations for proposed code modifications in
a document titled "25% Maximum Square Footage
Limitation for Lawful Nonconforming Structures". He
noted that the definition of structure had changed
according to the APA recommendation sent in a letter.

The APA concern is only with non
conforming uses not non-conforming structures.
Under the new recommendation a Type II site
review must be submitted if the additions are
over 25% but a variance would not be needed.
The primary difference between the Type I and
Type II site reviews is the Public Hearing. The
ZEO would like to ensure that the Public be
heard for sizable additions. Other considerations
are the width of the lot and the compatibility with
the neighborhood.
TOWN BOARD MEETING - 10/12/04
Town Board Members Dan Belden,Dick
Gladu, Lu Megow, and Rudy Meola met for the
regular meeting at 6:30 pm after the Public Hearing
on the APA height definition.
After the Pledge of Allegiance a moment of
silence was held for: Bjame Olsen & Anne Sanborn
The public was reminded that the agenda
for the Town Board meetings is now online al
<townofhague.org>.
Under public comments, Bruce Clark
expressed his dismay with Bill Bothe who
"deserted the Board and Town." As a result of the
timing of his action, the Board will make a decision
on his successor instead of the public voting on it.
Chris Navitsky, Waterkeeper, thanked the
Town for allowing him to launch his kayak from the
Town launch area. He had been informed by the
lifeguard that launching from the beach was against
Town code and had to use the boat launch area.
He suggested to the Board that they consider
changes in the regulations because of the safety
issue in the launch area. Kayaks, canoes or sunfish
type watercraft could be launched from the sandy
beach - outside the swimming area.
Highlights from committee reports:
Assessor/Justice - It was reported that all small
claims have been heard and some reductions were
given.
Fire Dept - The Town is having discussions with
the Fire department on their budget and the issue
of the permitting process.
Museum &"Historian - Councilman Meola reported
on the Museum's comprehensive plan. They are
at the point for making recommendations to the
Town Board on building plans. Jerry Crammond
has been working on plans for an addition of 24 x
30 ft behind the office where the historian is now
located. They would like to go to an architect - Bob
Zilch from Glens Falls. The Town will send out
requests for proposals.
(Con't on page 7 - Town Board)
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(Cont'd from page 6- Town Bd)
PlanninglZoninglStormwater
$1700
was
approved for an electronic version of the zoning
code on the Town website, The committee
working on the
implementation of the
Comprehensive Plan is Art Hatfield, Sal
Santaniello, and Dave Swanson with Dick Gladu
as Chairman,
RecreationlPromotion - The Town has been
meeting with the Chamber of Commerce about
the website.
The next meeting will be a
discussion of marketing strategy,
Councilman Meola reported that the
Hague Appreciation Day hosted by the Silver
Bay Association on Saturday, October 9 brought
out 32 Hague residents for a nice day of
p~ograms including a lunch, He noted that the
Silver Bay Board and staff are reaching out to the
community (as discussed in the Hague
Comprehensive Plan) and that residents "need
to reciprocate a little more enthusiastically."
Jerry Crammond said that Silver Bay was
pleased even though the numbers were low and
they plan to do it again next year to continue with
the relationship building.
Sewer District 1 - The Town still has not accepted
ownership of the Sewer Plant from the Cou nty.
The Town is looking for ways to increase
revenues by accepting waste from outside
sources such as holding tanks.
TownParklBeautification - There was a discussion
of kids throwing a football in the Park which is
against regulations. The feeling was that they
would rather have them in the Park than on the
str~t. Cathy, Clark suggested that they could
write rules for times when no sunbathers are in the
park.
It was also announced that Supervisor
Belden had approved the use of the park one
day for the filming of an advertisement for the "I
Love NY" campaign. They cleaned up afterward
and gave the Town a $500 donation.
School - Councilman Gladu mentioned he had
attended the last Ticonderoga School Board
meeting and was the only person from Hague.
He has met with Superintendent of Schools Jotm
McDonald to get a fairly in depth review of the
budget process in order to be prepared with
questions and suggestions for the next budget
including teacher and administrative salaries. Bob
Patchett suggested looking at how St Mary's
finances their school.
The tax money that Hague pays to
Ticonderoga comes out to be about $42000 per
Hague student. Art Belden mentioned, "Taxes
here for some people are higher than Long
Island.

Dick .Gladu is working ~n a steering committee of
.
regional reSidents to look at tying taxes to income using a
"drcuit breaker approach" . His definition of affordable
housing is "be able to afford the house you are living in."
The Town Board has received over 100 letters
about the school taxes. Councilman Meola suggested
that since people are so upset the Town Board should
send copies of the letters received with a letter to the T!
School Board saying that they are "incensed and appalled
by the lack of fiscal responsibility and they must reduce
their budget." Megow, Meola and Belden voted for the
proposal while Councilman Gladu voted against citing tha1
he wants "to understand better what ability the school
board has to do their work" including wrlich items are
mandated by the State.
He also said that he has
discussed the possibility of guaranteeing 2 seats on the
School Board for Hague residents.
In Unfinished business. the Board
1.
~pproved
resol.ution #70 expressing deep
appreciation to Marguerite West for donation of artifacts
gathered by her late husband, former Town Historian
Clifton West, which will be housed in the Clifton West
Historical Museum.
2. Approved resolution # 71 to close the Capital Fund
landfill Closure Account and transferring to the Capital
Fund Improvement Account $40,000 for improvements
~o
the Community Center and $100,000 for
~mprovements to the Museum and transferring the balance
In the account of about $248,400 to the Capital Fund
Downtown Improvements Account for the Streetscape
Plan.
3. Approved resolution #72 establishing the AP A height
definition with a limitation of 40 ft for the Town of Hague
code.
4. Approved $3920 from the bed tax to update the
Chamber of Commerce website.
In New Business, the BOgrd:
1. Heard a status report from ZEO Graham Bailey. He
noted that a resolution will be needed to amend Local Law
#3 de~ling with the sewer. Councilman Meola expressed
frustration that the Town Attorney at the time, John
Silvestri, had reviewed the document and had billed the
Town for 6 hours of work followed by another 4 hours and
"now we hear it doesn't fit"
2. AppOinted Nancy Young Trombley as secretary to the
Planning and Zoning Boards.
3. Noted in response to a letter from the Senior Citizens
Club that monies have been budgeted for 2005 for the
Memorial Day Parade.
4, Appointed Diane Farinick and Bill Floor to the Board of
Assessment Review.
5.
Accepted the resignation of William Bothe as
Councilman.
6. Set Thursday, October 28, 2004 at 6:30 pm as the
date for a Public Hearing on the 2005 Town budget.
The Supervisor reported that the county budget
will see a 3-4% increase.
10/04
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In February 2002 The Hague Chronicle
inaugurated .G.0mmunity Cor'!er "for comments from
o~r town of!lClals or communlo/ membe.rs when they
wish to clarify or expand on Issues of Interest to the
To.wn of Hague." We e':'!courage ~ubmis~ion of any
articl~ but reserve the right to edl~ matenal that we
publish: Rudy Meola; Town CounCilman and Deputy
Supervisor, . has submitted the following article:
The Issue of school taxes and assessments is
~ne or great concern to Hague residents. It is a attical
Issue In our Town.
The huge increase in assessments and in
school taxes nave come as a shock to property
owners. Many have turned to the Hague Town Board
seeking relief .frol'!1 this onerous burden. However, the
Town Board IS Without power to help, for it has no say
in school district affairs.
Assessments are based on market value of all
properties. Nothing can be done about tt at the local
level. Only state legislators can resolve this issue.
Write to Senator Little. I did and she promised, in her
reply, to help. The same is not true of school taxes
for they are set at the local level. Education law gives
the school board the authority to prepare a budget
which is then submitted to district voters for approval.
The school board controls expenditures and therefore
the tax rate.
In June 2003, my fellow board member Dick
Gladu became the chairman of a school tax review
committee formed to investigate school taxes and
assessments. It created some false expectations as
to what could be possible. The report which took ten
months to prepare was for the most part the
recapitulations of earlier investigations. The one new
recommendation was that a committee of lake front
property owners be formed to serve as an action
group.
Burt Windle has already formed such a
committee for the Putnam area. Now, Mr. Gladu is
fC?r~ing a committee to get informed in the school
dlstnct budget process. While I admire Mr. Gladu for
~is efforts, I am afraid that this quixotic attempt to
Influence the school board will not be any more
successful than past efforts.
The Ticonderoga School Board does not need
another advisory committee or another consultant.
They need to reduce costs. Instead of increases in
spending which are well above the rate of inflation, the
school board needs to set a limit on expenditures and
demand that school administrators prepare a budget
that stays within these limits.
Taxpayers need to confront the school board
and demand that they control spending, eliminate
waste and improve operating efficiencies. On June
25, 2003 an aroused electorate rejected a $20 million
bond issue and saved themselves additional taxes.
This is the kind of message that needs to be sent to
the Ticonderoga School District Board of Education.
Nothing less will get their attention ....RM

WEATHER NOTES
by Mary Lou Doulin

This fall has been gorgeous. It more than
makes up for the cool, wet summer past. In fact, many
days appeared to be summer-like throughout
September and the first ten days of October. No frost
yet (10/17) and temper~tures were 70ish by day and
In the 50s to 60s by mght, lakeside. Sunshine was
abundant and several days were cloudless by the
afternoon.
Fall colors appeared to noticeably peak the
week of October 12. The blustery north winds of Oct
17, along with rain showers, rapidly diminished the
amount of leaves left on the trees. Canada geese
migrations have been steady for the past month.
It's time to get the outdoor chores behind you
and lock the garden gates.
HAGUE ZONING ORDINANCE
The Hague Zoning Ordinance provides a
method .to prote~t. our environment. It prohibits the
~nstruCtlon of bUildIngs closer than 50 feet to the Lake
In order to rreserve the visual integrity of Lake George
and, more Importantly, the watershed's ability to filter
out pollut~nts. As a very m!nim~m, a?5 foot wide
buffer striP of natural vegetation IS reqUired for water
quality protection. Before 1972 there were no setback
restrictions, s~ many cottages were built very close to
the shore. Sln~e the adoption of our zoning ordinance,
we have perm.ltted these homes to. be expa~ded by
up to 25 Yo. PI~ure Lake George rimmed With 4,000
sg ft, 30 foot high h0l'!1e~ surrounded by lawns...then
think about the potential Increase in pollutants entering
Lake George.
As we cover more of the land with larger
hOl'!1es, buildings, driveways, walkways, decks &
patiOS, the a~ou~t of water that can .soak into the soil is
~educed resulting In more water runmng off the land and
Into Lake George.
.
.
The remc;>val of vege~atlon from thE? s~orellne
exposes tll~ SOils to greater Il'!1pact from ~In since no
foliage rel'!1alns to soften the Impact of rainfall. Root
syst~ms 'fIlter out pollutants and protect the lake from
erosion.
Non-permeabl~ coverage of the land
reduces the B:mount of soIl that can filter storm water
run-off before It en~ers the lake, or strea~s.
The Planning ,?oard and Zoning. Board of
Appeals are responsible for the protection of the
toyvn's potable fresh water. from pollution or
mismanagement and for preserving the aesthetic and
recr8a:tional yalues and other natural . resourc~
associated .Wlt~ the lake. Lake George IS a major
source of drinking water and must be protected.
(They) should carefully consider the cumulative
effect to the water quality of Lake George that may
occur ~s the result of granting variances that
exceSSively exceed our 25% permitted enlargement
of cottages, our 50 ft setback requirements and our 35
ft shoreline vegetative buffer strips.
...Alison Craig
10104
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Cook Mountain Preserve
On a glorious day in October, I did something I haven't
done in 35 years. I climbed a mountain. Don't get me wrong, I
spend lots of time hiking in the woods, along shorelines and
trails in the forest - for hours - but steep uphill climbs have
never been attractive to me and frankly I'm not in shape for it
either. But, when several folks suggested that I might like to
see this nearby preserve and the fabulous view of the lake from
the top, I cajoled my husband Rick into a deal: I'd play 9 holes of
golf with him and in return he'd hike Cook Mountain with me.
This may not sound like there should have been much
finagling, but since I don't (won't) play golf (much to the
annoyance of most of my family), and since he rarely
accompanies me on one of my outings if he could be on the
golf course instead, this was actually a coup for both of us.
This 200-acre preserve is located in Ticonderoga and
can be reached by traveling 1.5 miles south on Baldwin Rd. to
!he marked preserve gate/entrance. We met a fellow just
-eturning from his climb to the summit and asked how long to
:he top. "Forty-five minutes - if you don't stop." I knew I'd be
making lots of stops so I reserved the rig":t to turn around when
d had enough. So, off we went on an old grassy road that
:Jassed several unused beaver ponds on our right. Smaller trails
went off in this direction and we would like to return and explore
:.1em some other time, the birding must be great in this area and
~1e plants of this marshy habitat looked interesting to me.
As we passed through a large stand of Giant horsetail
we heard two large flocks of geese flying overhead and a
'NeaseI crossed in front of us as the trail turned towards the
•"'Iountain. The path winds around the ponds and gently
1creases altitude for about a half mile before you must take a
sharp left onto the narrow trail that ascends the mountain. This
'$ the point at which my sister had advised me t'1at "it's like
going up ten flights of stairs, just keep stopping to rest and just
when you think you can't go any further, the trail levels off." For
t~le next hour or more, that's what I did: Climb, catch my breath,
e'lmb, rest. At one pOint Rick called out "Hey there's a sign here
t-;at says 'You have now made it half the way to the top'!" He
was teasing and we both thought that we must be almost there
!:::-ecause we must have climbed at least 10 flights of stairs, so
we kept going -I wasn't about to turn back, after all that work I
was going to see the view! But it turned out to feel more like 50
fights and we really were only about half the way.
The only times I could take my eyes off the rocky, rooty
~ail was when I stopped to take a breather and that was when I
c:Iuld really appreciate the forest that we were in. The oaks
were straight and tall and old as were the white pines whose
fallen needles smelled of resin. Smooth gray bark of massive
teech trees, their leaves a soft golden yellow, provided some
rand holds to pull oneself upward towards the summit.
Squirrels rustled in the fallen leaves for the acorns scattered
L'lder the oaks and a couple of partridge flew off as we
i~terrupted their foraging. Once I stopped in the middle of a
atch of maidenhair fern just beginning to yellow and several
''''Ies next to fallen logs covered with turkey tail mushrooms. I
w partridge berry, Christmas ferns, maple trees turning
rimson and chewed a wintergreen leaf for its refreshing taste.

Finally, finally, the trail leveled off as we
approached the summit and we noticed how the terrain and
vegetation changed dramatically. Now we found scrub oak
that only grew 15-20 feet tall and pines that were gnarled and
windswept, looking as if a Bonsai master had pruned them.
The smooth ledges were in part covered with mosses and
lichen, blueberry bushes and tiny polypody ferns. A feather
from a wild turkey found under the oaks gave evidence that
the small trees still produced quality acorns for the wild birds.
And then the view. No wind this day as we looked across the
lake, smooth as blue glass, to Anthony's Nose and Record
Mountain (the last mountain I had climbed when I was 15
years old), and down the lake to Sugarloaf and Black
Mountain.
We could see Hague Bay, Friend's Point and Forest
Bay and the perspective alone was worth the climb. Going
down was much easier but the loose footing makes for slow
progress and you still have to keep a close eye on every step.
I only slipped once, my feet whipped out from under me and
before ! knew it ! was looking at the canopy of oak trees
above. At another point I had to crawl under a fallen log
blocking the trail and right under my nose saw what I believe
to be the rare Trailing Arbutus - a p(ant I have been hunting
for years. All in all, I think the hike took us about 2 hours,
which is about an hour longer than it took the guy we met on
our way in, but who's keeping track? And I'm surprised by how
much this non-climber enjoyed the hike, which is a lot.
P.S. That afternoon I shot a 74 on the back 9 of the
Ticonderoga Golf Course. The foliage was beautiful, I insisted
on a cart and I cheated a lot - but who's keeping track?

SOUNDINGS
BORN:

Malena Therese Marchetti, to Angela and

T. J. Marchetti, Los Angeles, CA on August 9, 2004.
Malena is the granddaughter of Bobbi and Tom
Marchetti, Bass Bay Road, Silver Bay, NY.
01 ED:
J. Russell Butcher, 90, Silver Bay and
Hagerstown, MD, on Sep. 21, 2004 in Williamsport,
MD.
He is survived by three daughters, Janice
Sedaka, Lois Butcher and Rebecca Jones and one
son, James R. Butcher, Jr., three grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.
DIED: Anne Turner Sanborn, 68, Silver Bay and
Venice, FL, on Oct. 8, 2004 at Moses-Ludington
Survivors include her
Hospital Ticonderoga, NY
husband, Donald C. Sanborn, two sons, William T.
Sanborn, Leavenworth, WA and Peter C. Sanborn,
Seattle, W A and a daughter, Katherine Anne Mitra,
Stony Brook, NY, four grandchildren, and three sisters.
DIED: Bjarne S. Olsen, 89, Indian Kettles, Hague
and Brooklyn, NY, on October 7, 2004 in Moses
Ludington Hospital in Ticonderoga, I\lY. Survivors
include his wife, Ruth Vivian Olsen, two sons, Robert
Olsen, Brooklyn and Steven Olsen, Crown Point, NY
and six grandchildren.
10/04
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October
Hague Community Calendar
26 Senior Citizens Meet 1:OOPM - p 2
4 Planning Board - 7PM
28 Budget Hearing - 6:30PM - see below
9 Town Board meeting 6:30PM
28 Zoning Board of Appeals - 7PM
12, 13, 14 ACT Children's Theater - p3
29-30 Haunting in Bicentennial Park - p3
17 Blood Pressure Clinic - 1-2PM
November
18 Carillon Garden Club - 11 AM
2 Election Day Dinner - 1st U. Meth. Church p3
12, 13, 14 ACT children's theater - p3
3 Rotary Food and Wine Experience - p3
20 Christmas parade, 1PM - p1
3 Church Women United - p3
NO TAX FOR TOWN FOR 2005
Budget Officer Dan Belden has submitted a budget which calls for no taxes to be raised to
support Town expenditures. While seeming like this must be written on April 1st, it is indeed a reality.
The only taxes that will need to be raised are for the special districts of street lights and fire/ambulance
which are projected to be about $ 0.56 per thousand dollars of assessed valuation. The combined
town and special district tax rate last year was $1.64 per thousand.
The Board held Budget discussions on October 4, 7 and 14th. The Budget will be presented
at a Public Hearing on Thursday, October 28, 2004 at 6:30 PM at the Community Center.
_FUNL__ ~~enditure~.. Revenue_ _Carryover_.Raised bY.I~
A
General Fund
$654,565
$449,943
$204,622
$0
DA
Highway Fund
$466,347
$426,200
$40,147
$0
H
Land Fill closure
$0
$0
$0
$0
H
Captl Imprvmnts
$329,550
$100,075
$229,475
$0
ICDStreetscapeplan
$429,866
$100
$429,766
$0
.
Occupancy Tax
$25,500
$20,050
5450
I
$1,905,828
$996,368
$909,460
$0
Special Districts:
ISL
$3,000
$4,150
$7,200
$50
Street lights
I
Fire/ Ambulance .
$450
$0
$194,550
$195,000
iSF
IG
$11,010
$0
$114,370
$125,380
Sewer
I
I CODE

.

.

I

:S

totals

$2,233,408 $1,111,238

$923,470

$198,700

~ta~ ra.te~ __ ~sse.§secL. _ _.levy__. _ . rat~~ _ _2004 ratEl__ . % chan~_. ~

Townwide
Streetlight
Fire/Ambul

·$420,946,913
$37,891,310
. $428,699,234

. totals

$0
$4,150
$194,550

0.0000
0.1095
0.4538

0.759
0.22
0.661

-100.00%1
-50.22%,
-31.34%1

._.~__~_._~.__ ..Q.S 63_____J .640_-.:-' 81. 56% 1
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