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OUR MISSION

The mission of Washington Conservation 

Society is to promote natural resource 

conservation efforts in Washington State by 

providing a philanthropic center for 

investments in citizen-led, voluntary-based 

conservation projects, activities, education, 

and outreach efforts. 



WHAT WE DO

❖ Support educational opportunities for youth 
by sponsoring Conservation Education 
Programs in Washington State. 

❖ Support conservation of natural resources by 
utilizing our 501c(3) status and acting as a 
pass-through entity for district’s seeking 
grants.

❖ Honor the life-long dedication and service of 
notable Washington State conservationists 
by including them in our Leaving a Legacy 
booklet.



EDUCATION
2022 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Underwood CD - The Farm Tool Library is designed to provide 

conservation-oriented tools to farmers and gardeners for free or at a low-
cost. During the grant period, we developed a website and reservation 
system where the public can create a membership, view pictures of the 
tools in the inventory, check availability and reserve tools. This can be 

viewed at: https://www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library. 

https://www.ucdwa.org/farm-tool-library


EDUCATION
2022 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Thurston CD - Teens in Thurston (TnT) program is a youth natural resource 

conservation volunteer and career advancement program. We 
successfully recruited the first cohort of teens who participated in monthly 

volunteer events and activities. Events included things like invasive removal, 
planting native plants, and urban gardening. In addition, we created a 
directory of local organizations that had the interest and capacity to work 
with youth one-on-one. TnT participants can use this directory to be 
matched with local organizations whose work they’re excited about to 
meet personal or school required community service. 



EDUCATION
2022 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Envirothon - Students from across Washington state gathered in person 

for the first time since 2019, for the annual Washington State Envirothon 
Competition on Tuesday, May 17, 2022. We were excited to finally host an 
in-person Envirothon, still with COVID-19 precautions in place. The event 
was hosted for one day at the Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center in 

Ellensburg, Washington. 45 students were in attendance, making up 9 
teams from 8 different schools across Washington State.



EDUCATION
2022 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Benton CD - Thanks to grant funding from the Washington 

Conservation Society and a donation from the Basin Bloomers 
gardening club, Benton Conservation District was able to 
purchase 88 plant labels for the Hansen Park Heritage 
Garden.  The markers were installed in time for the Butterfly 
Dash and Discovery Day which was held on May 14, 2022. 



EDUCATION
2022 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Palouse CD - Carry Nature With You: Enhancing Environmental 

Awareness on the Palouse. This project focused on enhancing scientific 
and environmental literacy through the distribution of environmental 
education backpack kits in the Palouse community. Palouse CD 
partnered with Neill Public Library in Pullman and Whitman County 
Libraries to develop six Environmental Explorer Kits for families. Materials 
from the kits were used at outdoor education events hosted by Palouse 
CD this spring and fall to foster families’ and community members’ 
interest in getting outdoors and learning more about nature.



Conservation Education 

Mini-Grant Applications FY23

6 Applications Were Received, 

5 Were Eligible to be Ranked:

❖ Benton CD ~ STEM Academy

❖ Franklin CD ~ STEM Academy

❖ Underwood CD ~ UCD Youth Education

❖ Envirothon ~ Washington State Envirothon 
Competition

❖ Ritzville Grade School ~ Outdoor Education



LEAVING A LEGACY

❖Created to honor conservationists for their 

outstanding dedication and service to our 

natural resources.

❖4 New Inductees, see next pages.

❖Book is Available Electronically
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Board & 

Officer

Elections



Elected Board of Directors

❖North Central ~ John McLean

❖South Central ~ Heather Wendt

❖Northeast ~ Hilary Sepulveda

❖Northwest ~ Larry Davis

❖Southeast ~ Jerry Hendrickson

❖Southwest ~ Doug Rushton



Elected Officers

President ~ Larry Davis

Vice President ~ Doug Rushton

Secretary – Treasurer ~ Heather Wendt





FUTURE GOALS AND 

PROJECTS

❖ Continue partnering with CD’s as a grants pass 

through

❖ Promote donations through Combined Fund Drive 

and Amazon Smile

❖ Development of the Creating a Legacy Program
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