Halloween Trunk or Treat
with Games and Hot Dog Supper
October 2019
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Our annual Trunk or Treat, hot dog supper and
party will be held Sunday, October 27 from 5 until 7 pm.
What is a trunk or treat? This is an opportunity for the
children of the church and community to Trick or Treat out
of the trunk of your car. What can you do to help with this
event?
You may decorate it to the max or just put a
bucket of candy in the trunk, it is up to you. We do need
trunks...lots of them.
There will be an opportunity to sign up in the bulletin that you will
have a trunk or let the church office know. If you cannot be there
with your trunk, we do need candy. Last year we had lot of children
and not much candy. If you are willing to donate a bag of candy,
there will be a box outside of Sharon Wheeler’s door to drop it in.
We also need help with serving or in the kitchen. If you
are willing to help with cooking of hotdogs or serving them, let us
know. There will be an opportunity to sign up for this in the bulletin.
Look forward to seeing you at this event. It is also a way to share
our church with folks in our community, so be sure to invite your
neighbors, family and friends!

An Event to Benefit Reach Out & Read of Alamance
Saturday, October 5 · 6:00-8:00 pm
Elon Community Church UCC
Doors open at 5:30 pm
Dinner, Music & Keynote Speaker Patrick Henry

Dinner featuring Times–News Cooks of the Month will begin at
6:00 pm. Proceeds will benefit Reach Out and Read, which provides new books
to children birth through 5 years at well-child check-ups and encourages
parents to read to their children daily. Tickets are $25 and available for purchase in the church office.
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For Such a Time As This
Well, I have to say it was
pretty miraculous that we made it
all through the month of September
without a mention of the approaching
holiday seasons! September truly felt like an extension of Summer (the
weather sure showed that) and we enjoyed a season of preaching and
teaching, projects and work that did not involve our most famous year
end festivities. But, they are upon us now!
For most everybody, October begins the big three:
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas, or almost better known in the
world as “Hallowthanksmas.” The run on sentence that already is
showing in many stores is that we will soon be inundated with
surroundings of decorations, ideas, and food of all varieties as they
pop up.
While these sit in a prominent place in the church, we also
have 3 big things over the rest of the year: October is Stewardship for
our general budget, November is All-Saints Sunday when we recognize
those who have gone from our midst in the last year, and December
for us is as much about the Season of Advent as it is Christmas.
Advent means Moravian Love Feast (Dec. 1), Lessons and Carols (Dec.
8), and our Children’s Advent/Christmas Presentation (Dec. 15).
October sets in motion a focus of very important matters for
our faith and church ministry. The Stewardship of our time with
enlisting in Ministry allows us to freely share our interests and what
we are willing to do to help make our church ministries operate

smoothly and with vision. We are also going to “bookmark” this
month as a time when consider the power of our giving so we can
build our annual budget for 2020. Toward the end of the month
Reformation Sunday and the celebration Of All Halloweds Eve
(Halloween) with our children and the community.
For November, we already need to be sending in names to
the office of loved ones who passed in the last year. In addition to
members we lost, we also want to include special people whose
names will be read and candles lit. We also will be renewing building
pledges to pay off the Community Life Center Mortgage and begin
paying off our conserving and preserving loan that will be just
beginning. Later, in the month we will be pausing to give thanks in
a shared meal and community service with our sister churches. I am
sure the women will have pecans for us too!
December of course is All Christmas, but we engage in
ADVENT preparing our hearts and minds. So, we will be doing a
myriad of different activities to close out the year. All throughout, we
must ask the question, “What shall we do for such a time as this?”
Holidays can’t cover up the faith work and actions we need to take.
Committing ourselves to learning, growing, and actions taken can’t be
hidden away in the flare of all the holiday preps and activities.
People still need to be loved, spoken for and reached out to with the
love of God and the justice and mercy that God continually shares.
Even the way we look at this time is different than many will. I
invite you to this time, for such a time as this!
Love,

Randy

SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
The Letter to the Ephesians Study Finishes

The Sr. Pastor’s Bible Study is going through the New Testament Epistle,
or letter to the church in Ephasus, known to us as Ephesians. Not only will we
once again put or contextual study principles to work, but continue to be detectives
in uncovering the important issues in the life of the earliest churches. Attributed to
the Apostle Paul, we will show scholars have figured out how it is not actually
Paul’s writing, but another author. Come learn more about how the Epistles shape
our beliefs and Ephesians in particular teaches us about the importance of oneness
in Christianity. We plan to finish this month. We will announce our next study in
the November Torch. Its never to late to join us! We are good at catching you up!
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Upcoming
Philanthropy
Events
Every year many fraternities and
sororities on Elon University’s campus hosts events
in our Community Life Center to help support both
local and national non-profit organizations that
coincides with their group’s philanthropy. These
events are open to the public, and are a great way
to interact with the students while supporting great
causes! Mark your
calendar for the
following
upcoming events:
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

3, 5:30-7 pm
9, 5-8 pm
22, 5-8 pm
23, 5-8 pm
29, 5-8 pm

Cakes & Pies with Alpha Chi
Alpha Omicron Pi Pig Out
Alpha Xi Delta Ziti Dinner
Kappa Delta Quesadillas
Delta Delta Delta Pancakes

The Women’s
Fellowship is launching its
annual “Pecan Promotion”
and order forms will be in
the weekly bulletins during
October. This year we will still be selling the
ever-popular bags of pecan halves, boxes of
double-dipped chocolate pecans, and Favorite
Foursome tins. We are also excited to offer boxes
of Praline Pecans this year! It’s not too early to
think about holiday baking and gift-giving. Watch
for more details!

COOL and EDGE
(5th-7th Grade) (8th-12th Grade)
September 29
October 6

October 20
October 27

Assemble Health Kits to be sent to
Church World Service. Meal prepared
by Judy Foxworth and Debbie Thorpe
What does the Bible say...Meal
prepared by the Stimpsons
Let’s talk about...Meal prepared by
Artie and Elizabeth Lewis
Either come to Trunk or Treat or to help pass out candy in
trunks provided

September 29

October 6

October 13

October 20

October 27

We will continue our studies of being a Peacemaker and
look how it is done in the Buddhist tradition. Our activities
will include the story of the Peaceful deer with crafts and
games to go with the story
Our Peacemaker study continues with how the
Islam faith looks at peace. Our image for the
week is the camel and we will study how the
camel relates to peace.
What does being a peacemaker mean to the
Native American Community. We will create a
peace tree and have fun with a game called
hubbub.
We will talk about the Sikh religion and how they look at
being peacemakers. Our craft will include making a chess
board and a game will follow if time permits!
Our annual Trunk or Treat and Halloween Party will be held
here at the church. Trunks in the parking lot filled with
candy, hot dogs to be served afterwards and games inside
waiting to be played. Come join us from 5:00—7:00 pm.

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler
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Bread for the World
At the quarterly Veggie Potluck, Sharon was able to talk briefly about an area group that that she has become involved
in this past year. Bread for the World is a non-partisan organization that focuses on hunger in our world and promotes efforts to end hunger.
This year’s initiative focuses on global nutrition. Did you realize that the first 1,000 days from conception to 2 years old are the most critical
time for a child to be fed well in order for the brain to grow and develop which is critical to a child’s well-being. One in four children in the
world are affected by stunting. Almost half of all child deaths worldwide are linked to malnutrition (bread.org). There are letters available to sign
in Sharon’s office that will go to Senator Tillis, Senator Burr, and Representative Walker with concerns on this issue. If you would like to sign
one of these letters, please stop by, sign your name and provide your address. If you would like to write your own letter, that is welcome too!
On Sunday, October 20, Sharon will be preaching and we will designate it as Bread for the World Sunday. Questions? See Sharon Wheeler.

On Monday, October 28, the Soaring High Book Club will meet to discuss our reading of the book, Eleanor: A
Spiritual Biography: The Faith of the 20th Century’s Most Influential Woman, by Harold Ivan Smith, published in 2017 (55
years after her death). Eleanor was too modest to reveal her troubled upbringing in her autobiography, but the author
shows how she came to believe that "since we were all created by the same God, we should treat each other as brothers
and sisters.” Reviewer Mitch Carnell states that, "Eleanor Roosevelt discovered early that her narrow Episcopal faith could
not contain her growing acceptance of the many faith traditions that she encountered.” How a woman from an
aristocratic background managed to develop an attitude of acceptance (while maintaining the respect of her powerful
contemporaries) is a lesson we all need to learn.

THE TOWN OF ELON TOWARD 100%
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY CAMPAIGN!
“How do people
who don't have a church
family survive in a time of
need?” is a question I've
often heard throughout my ministerial career. I also
know that it is difficult for a minister to attend to all
of the needs of church members while also preparing
for sermons, administrating, teaching, publicly witnessing,
and maintaining a personal spiritual lives. “Lay”
members of Elon Community Church do much to assist
pastors Randy and Sharon by caring for one another.
That is one important aspect of Being the Church!
The Nurture Committee focuses on this
ministry of caring for one another, and it is looking for
a few more folks who feel called to do this work. It
involves taking time, listening, and, perhaps most
importantly, keeping confidences.
If you feel that God is nudging you to be
involved in this nurturing ministry, please contact Rev.
Randy at church (336-584-0391, revrandyecc@att.net)
or I (336-512-3047, dhkjr2@gmail.com). - Dan Kuhn

October 7 & 15

A consortium of business owners, University, Twin
Lakes leaders, residents and Green Church Committee members
have been gathering over the last several months with the idea
to work with the Town of Elon on passing a resolution for the
town to use 100% energy in all town affairs by 2050. This is
not a new thing as towns and cities across the country, including North Carolina,
have been passing these resolutions. The town of Elon could become the first community in Alamance County to pass such a resolution and thus take a leadership role
in the county!
It is now time to present the resolution to the Town Alderman:
final resolution draft. We are gathering all who will stand with us and support this
important movement toward being a sustainable community! The question I am left
with: “If we are not becoming sustainable, what are we becoming?” This will be
posed to our Alderman and maybe even the candidates for the new Aldermen. This
is the issue of our times and we must all work together. We in faith, others because
it is the right thing to do! The Town of Elon has in their vision of the town to be a
“Green and Clean community.” While we believe this is something we all want, it is
still important to have a big turnout to the two town meetings where this will be
dealt with for reading and a vote. We want to fill up the town hall at both those
meetings! Please RSVP now if you can come by emailing revrandyecc@att.net. We
need to know we can count on your presence. Thank you in advance!
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The Women’s Fellowship will meet on Monday, October 7, 2019. Everyone is invited to attend either circle. If
you have questions, call Jean Toms at 336-584-7658 or Kay Elder at 336-449-5933. The Morning Circle will meet in the
CLC classroom at 10:30 am. Margaret McTaggart and Katherine Floyd are the hostesses. The Evening Circle will meet at
7 pm in the library at the church. Dody Denault is the hostess.

Church Council Highlights
Treasurer’s report showed a deficit in spending for August – typical for summer. But Bill believes we may end the year with an overall surplus.
He presented tentative info about the upcoming loan for major capital improvements. (See proposal from Trustees, below.) He hopes that we will
need to borrow less than $100K.
Deacons made plans special worship events through the fall. Worship on Nov. 3 will include a service of Remembrance. Deacons intend to
become more proactive in serving families in their “care groups.”
Trustees’ report focused around details of the 5 major capital improvements proposed for the sanctuary and education building. A loan will be
required to accomplish them by the end of 2019. (Note that sound system upgrades will not be included in this package.) Council voted to
approve the 5 items, as outlined in the letter to the Congregation dated Sep. 2. Trustees are to host an Info Meeting after worship on Sep. 15
to address questions about the work.
Board of Christian Education discussed and got leadership commitments for the big Trunk or Treat event on Sunday, October 27. Other Boards
and Committees are stepping up to provide trunks, and other help. Pastor Sharon is pleased with the kick-off event for Youth, with 26 in
attendance!
Missions & Outreach Board has “special offerings” scheduled for Oct. 13 (children’s Crop Walk) and Neighbors in
Need (Sep. 29). If you participate in the 50th Anniversary Crop Walk on Oct. 5, let the church office know.
Board of Evangelism shared the Door Project has been a great success. Banners will be ordered, so that we have
one on each side of the church for annual events (like Love Feast). This Board will serve dinner at the Allied
Churches shelter on Oct. 4.
Women’s Fellowship opened their new fiscal year on Sep. 9 with a General Meeting and potluck dinner. Pastor Randy led the first lesson in
“Love Carved in Stone,” their Bible Study on the Ten Commandments.
Pastor Sharon has been on a reduced work schedule since she broke her arm on Aug. 20. She is getting things organized for Children/Youth
Sunday School, COOL/EDGE (middle and high school) and KICK (children).
Pastor Randy is involved in lots of groups, so he had lots of things to share, as usual. We will have a church-wide Thanksgiving lunch on
Sunday, November 17. Fall administrative committees are coming together (Nominating, Stewardship, etc.) It has been a busy summer for him
with Pastoral Concerns (i.e. personal/health issues of members), so he asked us to keep people in our prayers and be aware of things that are
happening so we can be supportive of each other.
By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary

TELLING OUR MIGRATION STORIES: SEPTEMBER 22 - OCTOBER 27
It is time to share our story of family history. It may take research for some or be a presentation of what
you have known for years: How did you and your family get to North Carolina? This is a project that will be a part
of our fall series of learning more about migration and the human need to move. We hope to tell it with our own
stories and see how and why our families found their way here. We are hoping to go way back, at least as far as
you need to tell your story! What is your family’s country of origin? When did they migrate? How many times have you moved? This and more
will bring us the incredible story of our journeys. We hope you will take part. This project is sponsored by our Justice and Witness committee.
Instructions on how to submit will be shared at worship.
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Time to Get Ready for Secondhand Santa
Can you believe that it has been 5 years since we had our first Secondhand Santa Sale? Every year the sale has grown bigger, with
more vendors and greater attendance. The sale has become a large source of our funding for Christmas Cheer, allowing us to sponsor multiple
families and provide them gifts, food, and holiday decorations. As in the past, we are looking for donations of good used Christmas items to
sell.
In addition to selling the holiday items, the church sponsors a craft sale. Tables, or space for the vendor to use their own, are set up
in the CLC. Each table (or space) costs the vendor $25.00 and all of this money is donated to Christmas Cheer. There will be a consignment
table for holiday items (information below) AND…..this year we are also adding something new: A Raffle! Donated vendor items and services, as
well as other prizes will be available for the price of a raffle ticket. Tickets will be sold for $1.00 each, or 6 for $5.00. To donate an item or
service for the raffle, contact Sheri James (see contact info below).
Women’s Ministries will be selling hot dog lunches again, so we have all the bases covered. And there will be plenty of food vendors
to buy dessert from. Volunteers to help put this event on are needed. If you would like to help pre-sale (advertising, collecting donations, pricing items, setting up) or during the sale (manning the church tables, working the floor, kitchen help for the lunch sale, clean up) feel free to
let Sheri James or Linda Brown know. Anyone can help, so don’t be afraid to step up. We have a good time putting the event on, and volunteers get first dibs on some really cool stuff!
Storage for the Secondhand Santa items has moved to the closet on the LEFT side of the stage, so we don’t have to worry about the
pipes for the sprinkler system. If you have any large, bulky items you want to donate, please wait until a couple of days before the sale before
bringing it to the church. We appreciate your cooperation.
Consignment Table Information
· Pick an item, or items, you want to sell
· Print the “Consignment Sheet” form and fill out the information. Multiple items can be on the same form.
· Mark the price you want on the item and bring it to the church after Dec 1.
· For each item you sell below $25.00, the church will earn $5.00. For each item you sell $25.00 to $50.00, the church receives $10.00,
and for each item over $50.00, the church receives $15.00.
· Money earned will be distributed up to one week after the sale is completed.
· If you item doesn’t sell, you may pick it up after 4pm on December 7, or it will be available at the church.
· You can pick up a copy of the consignment form at the church office, or email Sheri.
For any other questions, contact Sheri James at sherijames614@gmail.com or text her at 336-263-5090.

New Data shows that Farmers Market 2019 has grown significantly! Our once small little market is
showing signs of impacting the community. Numbers have stayed fairly strong through the summer and vendors are
seeing good sales. We can celebrate this growth and thank Aeriel Miller, our market director for her important work
and Healthy Alamance for working with us with their 3 year grant! This growth still doesn’t mean that our church
members are coming in great numbers. The Green Church Committee is trying to collect information on what draws
you to the market or why you don’t attend. If you could help us, please send your e-mail to revrandyecc@att.net
answering one of these questions: 1) What draws me to the market and how often do I attend? Or 2) Why do I
not attend the Farmers Market? These answers will go a long way in helping us understand future steps.
Also, we have begun our “Shopper Assistant” program for those of you who wish to shop, but can’t get to the market. We have
volunteers who will do your shopping and give you an opportunity to enjoy the great food even if you are not able to get here! So far, it is
working well! Each week you can follow the e-mail of vendors who will be here and place an order. You pick up that day or if you need to
pick up later, we can store your order safely till you can get it. We hope you will consider this program as we want to make healthy eating
important for us all!
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Market will continue
through November 21,
which will be the
last day!

Through
each Thursday there will still be all the produce
you come to depend on and wonderful ready to
eat goods and crafts that are locally made and
created.
You may think this is just like a
store, but think of it as taking part in
community! Coming face to face with the ones
who grew or made these goods is something
that just doesn’t happen in the store. This is a
time and place event that means seeing others,
visiting and enjoying some music and joy.
Farmers Market is something to be
shared! Pass the word that they will be here
through November. Many people may think that
Fall is here, there is nothing left. That is the
farthest from the truth! Be sure to make
Farmers Market part of your ministry and
Christian practice!

Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With food
purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without food are
given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening meal on their
date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top right shelf of the
freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your group can provide the
meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary
Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at 336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's
kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's budget be
mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by the ACAC staff. Arrival time at the shelter is 6:15 October 4
Evangelism Board
pm. Serving time and cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, or sandals. You will
November 1 Book Club
be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you for your support of this December 6 Seekers SS Class
very vital program!
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Free Fitness Classes

Monday—HIIT
Tuesday—POUND
Wednesday—QIGONG
All classes held at 5:15 pm in the
Community Life Center.

Chat and Chow will meet next at Kimbers
Restaurant in Gibsonville on Friday, October 18 at
5:30 pm. Please sign up on the insert in the
bulletin on Sunday. If you make a reservation and
find
you
cannot
attend,
please
let the
church
office
know.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

David Andes
Ellie Ketcham
Elizabeth Rogers
Sandra Sarlinga
Thomas Fisher
Betty Blanchard
Tom Powell
Mike Spivey
Katherine Floyd
Jim Lyon
Cullen Foley
Bill Blanchard
Joanne Lentz
Tom Conally
Marshall Redding
Cody Morris
Rosilyn Dudley
Robert Luce
Ron Baker
Judy Mauney
Jean Blevins
Steven Likness
Loudelle King
Dolores Truitt

10/1
10/2
10/2
10/2
10/2
10/3
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/9
10/9
10/11
10/12
10/14
10/14
10/15
10/18
10/18
10/20
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/30
10/30

October 6, 2019

Altar Flowers: Charlie and Joanne Merical
Greeters: Charlie and Joanne Merical
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Grier Ingalls
Liturgist: Gary Weerts
Deacon on Call: Jim McCauley
Communion Deacons: Gary Weerts,
Betty Griffin, Jim McCauley, Connie Martin

October 13, 2019

Altar Flowers: Kay Elder
Greeters: Kay Elder
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Hugh Comfort, Carol Comfort
Acolyte: Madison Gregory
Liturgist: Colleen Gutierrez
Deacon on Call: Russ Martin

October 20, 2019

Altar Flowers: Earl and Ann Vickers
Greeters: Zo Tanczo
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Abby Stimpson
Liturgist: Susanne Doolittle
Deacon on Call: Connie Martin

October 27, 2019
Helmut and Sieglinde Vogg
Ken and Lou Harper
Bill and Linda Brown
Charlie and Joanne Merical
Tom and Elizabeth Powell
John and Meredith Harrison
Hilding and Dottie Olson
Sandy and Betty Griffin

10/1
10/4
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/13
10/14
10/14

Altar Flowers: Bob and Lola Ayers
Greeters: Zo Tanczo
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Don Gerhardt, Barbara Gerhardt
Acolyte: Marisa Tang
Liturgist: Hunt Johnson
Deacon on Call: Betty Griffin

Mailed: 10/1/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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