DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Propagation and potting-up
has concluded for the year.
Please watch your Weeder
for the 2018 schedule. A big
thank you to everyone who
participated..

2017 General Meetings
November 27

Thank you to Michael Pollock,
Sue Castle, and Connie Miller
for bringing refreshments

December 11
Holiday Potluck
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy Thanksgiving!

We have finished our propagation workshops for now
but stay tuned for further days of work ahead. Thank
you to all who came out to help on Saturday mornings.
We’re off to a great start for our 2018 30th Anniversary
plant sale. We have many plants started from divisions,
cuttings, and seeds too.

It’s hard to believe this year is coming to an end. As the season changes,
I look at our garden and am so pleased with so many plants we have
accumulated. I love the chrysanthemums we bought at the plant sale this
year. They’re full of blooms and beautiful colors. The tecoma capensis
(Cape Honeysuckle) is the one that has taken center stage though in the
garden. (I think I say this every year).
We have several now and with their brilliant red-orange flowers, they
have hummingbirds all over them. The birds are all over the trees and
shrubs with berries and I even found another praying mantis yesterday.
The garden is really alive and thriving this time of year.
I hope all of you have a wonderful Thanksgiving and I’ll look forward to
seeing you at the Christmas Potluck.

2017 Board Meetings
November 28

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale

Will be held Saturday May 12.

NOVEMBER 27TH MEETING
Cathy Voortman, DIG Member, Avid Gardener

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

Cathy Voortman is thrilled to be DIG’s speaker
at our November 27th meeting. Her Powerpoint
presentation is titled “A Cut Flower Garden for
Brentwood in Spring and Summer” and includes
photos of her garden plants and bouquets. Several
years ago, one of Cathy’s goals was to replace her
“just-survive-the-summer” garden with a more
“thrive-in-summer garden.” This year, she found an over-abundance of bloom
to cut and bring inside to enjoy in the form of bouquets--taking pictures along
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
the way to share with you. Now that it is fall, with winter
just around the corner, her presentation will tempt you
to reminisce about last spring’s ephemeral beauty and
summer’s dazzling glory. This is the perfect time to plan
for next year. Cathy hopes her talk will give you the
inspiration to do that.

Cathy has been an avid gardener for at least 15 years and
a lifelong lover of plants, which was probably rooted in
her upbringing by her father, an apricot farmer, and her
mother, whose biology major included a love of botany.
Cathy admittedly has a plant problem (that some call
a passion). Despite vowing to scale back due to the
demands of her growing family, the problem seems only
to grow with the promise of each passing year.
Cathy received her B.A. from UC Davis in 2000. Here
she learned her basic plant biology while surrounded by
some of the finest greenhouses and arboretums a plantlover could imagine. She interned at UC Davis Botanical
Conservatory and worked a few years as lab manager
for UC Extension’s Plant Pathology Specialist--doing
everything from sweeping floors and pouring Petri
dishes, to assisting grad students with their research.
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Cathy also worked a short
stint at Amador Flower
Farm--a retail nursery and
daylily-growing grounds
in Plymouth, CA. Much of
her gardening knowledge,
however, comes directly
from experience in her
Brentwood garden. Cathy has lived in Brentwood most
of her life, and she’s excited her talk can apply directly
to all of us living in Brentwood’s wonderfully warmseasoned climate.
Before her children, one of Cathy’s favorite pastimes was
hiking the Sierra trails, her Peterson Wildflower Manual
in hand, for some field botany, while marveling at the
magnificent splendor of the greatest natural gardens
on earth. Imagine her surprise when she discovered a
whole new set of blooms in the Mojave Desert! Road
trips ensued with her very patient fiancé, who stopped
on dirt roads at her every request to photograph fleeting
blooms. Well...her fiancé became her husband, the road
trips gave way to house-arrest for baby naps, and her
wildflower photos were traded in for baby pictures.
Being tethered to the house has provided ample time
for yard work. And, while her father always comments
on her dry lawn, he never complains about her colorful
bouquets. So the garden saga continues....
We hope you join us as we enjoy Cathy’s interesting
presentation. As always, visitors are welcome.



Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs

N O V E M B E R M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
Thank you to those of you who have already paid your membership dues for 2018. If
you haven’t already done so, please mail your check (made out to DIG) to me at the
address listed on the back. Good news: Our fees haven’t changed! Still only $15 for an
individual; $20 for a whole family. Best deal anywhere! Including the Membership Slip
with your payment will get you a front row seat at our next meeting! If you have any
questions, you can either email me at cartz@comcast.net or call me at 925-234-0395.

Chris Artz, Membership
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Annual Toy Drive
Please bring a new, unwrapped toy or gift card to the November 27th meeting. Several local charities
are collecting and we would like to put our contributions in with theirs (Robin is coordinating this for us).
It seems the easiest way to distribute the toys across our East county area. Just bring an unwrapped toy
or gift card for a kid of any age. Thanks in advance for participating.

BOARD MINUTES—OCTOBER 3, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Connie.
Our “November Speaker” will be our very own Cathy
Voortman. Her presentation is titled “A Cut Flower
Garden for Brentwood in Spring and Summer” and
includes photos of her garden plants and bouquets.
Cathy is a UC, Davis graduate in Plant Biology, interned
at UC Davis Botanical Conservatory and worked as lab
manager for UC Extension’s Plant Pathology Specialist.
She has been an avid gardener for at least 15 years and a
lifelong lover of plants.
The Treasurer’s report was presented.
Chris reported that DIG’s current membership stands
at 141.

were James and Melisa Beetham. The next Home of the
Season – Christmas will be chosen on December 20th.
Connie reminded us of DIG’s future dates for fun and
getting to know one another:
December 11 — DIG’s Members’ Christmas Potluck.
Please bring a dish for 10-12 to share and a gift as a table
Center piece – example a thyme herb plant in a clock
planter or peanut cactus in a peanut can.
January 22nd — DIG’s Bi-Annual Members’ Only
Auction - an evening filled with garden delights
and treasures.

Steve reported that Fall Propagation on Saturdays at
Wolfe Ranch have ended.

Please bring a donation to the Garden Club of usable
garden related and or decorative items – plant stands,
pots, hats, fountains, a DIG tee shirt , a “treasure trove”
of goodies… (No books or magazines please).

Martin has thirteen varieties of Bougainvillea blooming
in his yard. Come by to see them.

Connie – New Business: November is DIG’s
“Donation” month.

Check the Brentwood Press for information about DIG
– Karyn reminded us..

After a general discussion and vote, a $500.00 donation
will be made to each of the following: Brentwood’s
Community Chest and Brentwood’s H.O.P.E. House, a
Food and Clothing Ministry.

Robin reported that the next field trip is Wednesday,
November 15. We will be going to Orchard Nursery in
Lafayette. Orchard Nursery’s building is filled with tree
after tree over flowing with Christmas ornaments for
sale – a true holiday delight. We will be meeting at the
BART Park and Ride at 9:30 AM.
In addition, the Toy Drive is upon us and Robin urged
everyone to remember to bring a new unwrapped toy to
the November 27th Member’s Meeting.
Debbie reported that the Brentwood Neighborhood
Committee’s Home of the Season winners for Halloween

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.
Reminders:
The next Board meeting will be Tuesday,
January 9, 2018.
The next DIG Members’ Meeting will be Monday,
November 27th. Bring a new toy for the TOY Drive
DIG’S Annual Christmas Potluck will be December 11.
Bring a dish for 10-12 to share and a table center piece
Sue Castle, Secretary
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GARDENING EVENTS
DIG’s 29th Annual
Holiday Potluck
Brentwood Community
Center, 35 Oak St.
Brentwood
Monday, December 11, 2017
6:00 pm
Bring a dish to serve 8 and a
centerpiece for the gift exchange.
Come a little early to help set up
and stay to help with the clean-up.
Directions: http://www.
deltainformalgardeners.org/
locations-1.html

Ruth Bancroft Garden!
Succulent Ornaments
Deck the halls with succulents this
Holiday season! Learn step-bystep how to create a succulent
ornament for your tree or a gift.
Two workshops available:
Saturday, December 9, 2017
10:30-11:30 am and 1:00-2:00 pm
ruthbancroftgarden.org

BRENTWOOD’S OCTOBER HOME OF THE SEASON
W I N N E R E N T E R TA I N S N E I G H B O R H O O D
The decorated yard winners are James and Melisa Beetham of 78 Haystack
Court in Brentwood. James and Melisa have only lived in their home for
about a year.
James has always loved Halloween and decided to decorate their yard
this year. It took an entire day to set up and the “flying ghosts” were a big
attraction.
James and Melisa have been welcomed into a great neighborhood and they
have encouraged the parents and children to come and enjoy the decor
every night.

Thank You to Ruth Bancroft
Garden for their generous
donations for this month’s raffle.

C A N D I D AT E S F O R 2 0 1 7 D I G B O A R D
The nominees for our 2018 DIG Board of Directors will be voted
on at our Nobember meeting and will be presented at
the December potluck and they are:
Helen Wheeler, President
Bob Selders, Vice President/Programs
Ginger Guider, Treasurer
Sue Castle, Secretary.
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COMING UP!

DIG’s 29th Annual Holiday Potluck

Be sure to mark your calendar for Monday, December 11th and plan to
party with DIG at our 29th Holiday Potluck. Bring your favorite dish
to share (to serve about 8). There also will be a gift exchange of lovely,
wonderful garden-related items that we hope will cost you very little.
We like to keep the quality high and the price not so much, and the best
way to do this might be for you to make (or assemble) something from
your garden. If you do that, you will be assured the gift you are giving
is something you would like to receive. This gala event will be held at
the Brentwood Community Center at 6:00 p.m. Come a little early if you
would like to help set up.

DIG’s Auction Evening

Prepare for the DIG January Auction. This is your chance to get rid of
all those garden-related items cluttering up your garage. It’s pretty much
anything remotely garden-related, but we specify NO baskets or books
please, they just don’t sell.
D I G ’ S F A C E B O O K PA G E
Did you know we have a Facebook page? Follow us at Delta Informal
Gardeners and feel free to post photos of your gardens. Also on Facebook
is a fun page I recently found called Plant Identification and Discussion.
People from all over the world post pictures of plants and ask the age old
question: “What is this?” You can ask the question or answer it or just
enjoy seeing all the different plants that are posted.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Carrot Pineapple Cake
Prep 30 m | Cook 45 m

Ingredients
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 3/4 cups white sugar or honey
1 cup vegetable oil or apple sauce
3 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 cups shredded carrots
1 cup flaked coconut
1 cup chopped walnuts
1 (8 ounce) can crushed pineapple,
drained, cut to M & M size
1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese
1/4 cup butter, softened
2 cups confectioners’ sugar
Directions

1. P reheat oven to 350 degrees

F (175 degrees C). Grease and
flour a 9x13 inch pan.

2. Mix flour, baking soda, baking
powder, salt and cinnamon.
Make a well in the center and
add sugar, oil, eggs and vanilla.
Mix with wooden spoon until
smooth. Stir in carrots, coconut,
walnuts and pineapple.
3. Pour into 9x13 inch pan. Bake
at 350 degrees for about 45
minutes. Don’t panic, the center
will sink a little. Allow to cool.
4. To make the frosting: Cream the
butter and cream cheese until
smooth. Add the confectioners
sugar and beat until creamy.
Submitted by Michael Polluck
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

