Jean Carr
The child of a career Air Force father and born in
the UK, I was fortunate to travel extensively in my
childhood, spending most of my first ten years
living in Europe. When my father retired and took a
job with NASA, we moved to Merritt Island, Florida
where I took Best in Show at a high school
Hallmark art event. I majored in Visual Art at the
University of South Florida in Tampa and later
continued my education in a commercial art
program. This led to a job as an illustrator for an
advertising agency until I opened my own studio
and specialized in architectural delineation.
Finding the work too uninspiring for my tastes, I returned to fine art
and through the years, developed a line of limited-edition sculptures
and perfected my skills in graphite, oil painting and pen & ink.
In 2004, after raising my four children, I
retired from the fiscal service department
of a large hospital, bought an RV, left
Florida, and settled in southeastern
Arizona.
While working as the administrative
assistant for a school district’s
superintendent, I showed my art in
galleries in Tombstone and Bisbee. In
2010, I retired for a second time, married
a fellow RVer and left Arizona to travel
half of each year, while spending winters
in Benson.
Recently, my husband, Dave, and I
purchased property in Benson, having
found no place so beautiful as Cochise
County with its incredible landscapes
and unique plants and animals.

It’s funny, but while living for more than 40
years submerged in Florida’s brilliant,
subtropical greenery, my art always tended to
black, white, and grays. The subtle and everchanging hues of the desert southwest are
responsible for awakening my passion for
color, which I find best expressed with colored
pencils. I love their translucent layers and
burnished depths and now work exclusively
with them, usually in small, 8" x 10" pieces.

