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searching for the appropriate language and
styles of worship, God has not gone on vacation!
God is just as much on duty today as in the past,
perhaps even when we thought our act was the
best one in town! The same Spirit that we believe brought passion and fire to the church in
the past is the same that leads and empowers us
today.
Sometimes, however, we can get stuck in our
certainties. That happens personally as well as in
institutions, including the church. Yet our “rock
solid” convictions just might keep us from being
open to growing in our faith. Rigidity, looking
By Pastor Larry
only in the “rear-view” mirror, focusing on
I would like to ask you a question: "How much of symptoms rather than the real problems, all
living the Christian life depends on us and how
these things can paralyze our growth. The lanmuch depends on God?" I am not talking about guage we use and the ways we worship are imthe gift of salvation. We all seem pretty clear
portant, but remaining open to growing in the
that salvation is a gift of God’s grace. That is one Living Christ is non-negotiable.
thing we United Methodists don’t disagree over!
As we move forward in the life and witness of
We understand about God’s love for the world
Velda Rose, we need to think about how God is
and that the God we worship is one of mercy
working to plan our growth. Yes! That is right!
who goes into the far country to seek and find
God is planning our growth! It is a mistake to
the lost.
think that all that happens in our fellowship is
Beyond the sheer joy and mystery of God’s rec- about what “we” do today, in this moment. We
onciling grace, however, there is much more
often speak of God having a plan for our lives,
that God wants to do in our lives. The tenacious that is, a direction where his will can be experifounder of our movement, John Wesley, persis- enced personally. Is it so difficult to believe that
tently taught how God wanted us to grow and
God has a plan for our church, for our commudevelop in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. He
nity of faith?
called that process “sanctifying grace.” We are
I believe that God does have a plan for our
"called" to continue to grow throughout our
church. He has a plan to see things accomplished
lives, not to moral perfection, but to being
in our midst and in our community that we have
“perfect in love.”
not begun to dream. It will be different than in
For some, the language of justification and sanc- the past, but he will “grow us,” and “show us,”
tification seems “old fashioned.” We often hear and "fashion us" how to be disciples for Christ
that these terms of giving expression to our faith for the transformation of a changing world. Let
no longer speaks to our contemporary culture. It us dare to grow with God!
is true that many studies in the church do show
that persons middle-aged and younger are seek- We are called, I believe, to hear the same chaling more relevant language to express their faith lenge that the Lord gave Jeremiah: “Call to me
and I will answer you, and will tell you great and
as well as creative ways to worship.
hidden things that you have not known”
What we need to realize is that while we, out of (Jeremiah 33:3). God is always working to draw
our individual and corporate needs, spend time us into his plan! See you in church.

Caring Moments with Chris

and feet of Christ on a mission trip, or
maybe even adopt such a child! I pray
that the awareness of such injustice
inspires us all in ways that are beyond
what we think we are capable of doing! “For I can do everything through
Christ, who gives me
strength.” (Philippians 4:13, NLT).

and strength, we are to try.

But there are times when we need to
be indignant, times when anger at
injustice is righteous and should be
not only expressed, but acted upon.
Jesus cleared the Temple of the moneychangers twice, at the beginning of
There are other types of injustice, cer- his ministry (John 2:13-22), and at the
tainly; sometimes they are quite per- end (Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15sonal. And our reaction in such cir19, and Luke 19:45-48). Too often the
cumstances, while we feel justified
Church and her people have been pas(and perhaps we are in the world’s
sive about things that are important,
terms), may be fraught with vindicwhether on a large systemic scale
tiveness, hatred, or even a reverse
(such as the plight of the 12 million
injustice. And while such actions
Jewish people and others put to death
might seem entirely justified, we are by the Nazis), or a small scale (the
typically swift to rationalize what is
people in our neighborhood who are
How do you react when there is an
our own bad retaliatory behavior. As desperate, but marginalized, or cast
injustice?
hard as it is in these cases of personal aside, or effectively driven away by
injustice, we need to step back and
inhospitality). Too often the Church
Your answer would no doubt be diconsider what Jesus would do in our
and her people are hyper-focused on
rectly tied to a few key aspects. Over- place. I am profoundly struck by the
petty things, personal insults, and gosall, most people would probably indi- very loving restraint that Jesus
sip.
cate that they would cry out against
showed at that last Passover when he
injustice, and perhaps even act out, to knowingly and yet lovingly washed
In fact, gossip seems to have become
try and remedy the situation. The
the feet of all the people who would a non-stop full time activity for many
level of your reaction would depend
abandon him, deny him, and even
in the church. Gossip is defined as
on how profound you feel the injusbetray him to an agonizing death.
“casual or unconstrained conversation
tice to be. For instance, witnessing
How many of us would do the same if or reports about other people, typisomeone you perceive to be excepwe were in Christ’s place?
cally involving details that are not contionally rude and exceedingly wealthy
firmed as being true.” Gossip is therebe very slightly shortchanged by the
The accounts of these events are in
fore akin to lying, which is addressed
cashier in a small local business may
the four Gospels. I encourage you to in the Ninth Commandment (Exodus
not elicit much of a response from
read of them in a Chronological Bible 20:16 and Deuteronomy 5:20). Gossip,
you. You might even be silently cheer- sometime. This style of Bible takes all while a small scale problem, undering for the cashier!
of the verses in the Old and New Tes- mines the church, destroys reputatament and places them in order of
tions unjustly, and causes people to
But seeing an injustice like the aban- when things occurred. To read of the point fingers at the less-than-Christdoned little boy in the Watoto Chilthree accounts of Judas’s betrayal,
like behavior of church-going people.
dren’s Choir video that aired at their one right after another, really drives
Before you speak, or participate in
concert (in our sanctuary March 6),
the sheer treachery home. And yet
“Christian sharing,” ask yourself,
who was crying inconsolably as he
Jesus responded in love. We have
“Would Jesus speak these words?”
stood alone in the slums of Uganda,
much to which to aspire, as we do our
might inspire you to contribute finan- best to live as Jesus lived. We know
Pastor Chris
cially to a ministry, or be the hands
we will fall short, but with God’s help
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Church News
From Our Visitation Pastor
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you … It is the Great Commission.
His statement is simple and to the
point. Make disciples. Baptize and
teach them. Period. Never does he
say to bring them into church membership. There was no church. People met informally in houses and on
I hear it almost every week in some beaches and anywhere other believform. Where are the kids? We need ers were, personally inviting the curikids! What are we going to do to get ous to join them. The disciples went
kids?
to the people where they were—
they did not open the doors of a
What are we going to do to get kids? fancy building and expect people to
Before I deal further with that ques- come to them. They had to work
tion, let me ask you something really hard at bringing the Good News everadical. Why do we want children at rywhere and the world was their parVelda Rose?
ish.
If we’re honest, we’ll admit we want
families because we are fearful the
church will die without them. Families can bring in resources, time, and
energy. Perhaps we also want them
because it is a “should.” But aren’t
we imposing a “job” upon these kids
and families we claim we want?
Aren’t we expecting them to rescue
the perishing … church?

It was very different from how we
are used to bringing the Word. We
grew up in a time when everyone
went to church—it was simply the
thing we all did. We didn’t have to
work at it. Unfortunately, the young
have left the building because they
find what we offer inside to be irrelevant. In fact, it would seem the
ease in which we have done church
in the last century has made us lose
Let’s see what Jesus has to say about focus as to what we are supposed to
it.
be doing in first place—to make disciples. So, let me ask you this: inIn the weeks after Jesus’ death He
stead of asking what we are going to
appeared before His disciples several do to get the kids, shouldn’t we intimes, still teaching and encouraging. stead ask how to bring Christ to
He was on a recruitment mission,
them?
creating a team of missionaries to go
into the world with His radical mes- Do you see how that changes our
sage. The Gospel of Matthew tells
focus? We are living in a largely senus in Chapter 28 that in His last
ior area and our church is at this
meeting He said to the disciples: Go point a senior church. There is noth3

ing wrong with that! What if, instead
of worrying about getting kids
through the doors, we meet them
where they are, making disciples
through our love and care?
The possibilities are endless. For instance, there are so many things we
could do just by adopting a school.
We seniors have so much wisdom to
give! We could offer parents lessons
at the school on whatever skills we
have—needlework, how to make
minor car fixes, how to shop frugally,
how to make a budget, how to parent. The sky is the limit. As far as the
kids go, we could support their
teams by going to their games and
cheering them on, going to their concerts, getting to know them, being
their adopted grandparents. Building
relationships. It would take time, but
aren’t they worth it? We don’t need
to proselytize or preach, just simply
love them as God loves them.
Our work does not have to be limited to kids and families, either. We
could adopt a fire station and take
goodies to them once a month, offering prayers for anyone who needs
them. We could set up a drivethrough “prayer station” in our parking lot or even during the rummage
sale.
The point is, we are not in the business of making church members, we
are in the business of making disciples. What would Velda Rose look
like if we reclaimed the Great Commission as our mission?
—Pastor Pam

Church News

Easter Sunday, April 1
Services of Resurrection
Sunrise—6:00 am
Easter Breakfast—7:00 - 10:30 am
Non-Traditional—7:30 am
Traditional—9:00 & 10:30 am

April Scriptures & Sermons
Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday
Scripture: *John 20:1-18
Sermon: "What Did You Expect to Find?"

Sunday, April 22
Good Shepherd Sunday
Scripture: *Psalm 23; John 10:11-18
Sermon: "Do We Know the Voice of
the Good Shepherd?

Sunday, April 8
Holy Communion
Sunday, April 29
Scripture: *John 20:19-31
Holy Communion
Sermon: "Can We Live Fearless in a Fearful World?" Scripture: *1 John 4:7-21
Sermon: "How Can I Love You?"
Sunday, April 15
Scripture: *Luke 24:36b-48
Sermon: “How Much Proof Do You Need?”
(Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin)
Go to veldarose.org/worship to see a
summary of each sermon.
* asterisk refers to primary preaching text.

NEW! Children’s Bulletins Available Each Sunday
Children and their parents are welcome to pick up a Children’s Bulletin from the ushers each Sunday. One bulletin
is for children ages 3-6 and the other is for children ages 7-12. Crayons and pencils are also available. We welcome
children to worship with us!
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Church News
The UMW Annual Diaper Drive will kick off
Thursday, April 5, at the UMW Unit meeting
and they will be collecting diapers for the Teen
Outreach Pregnancy Services (TOPS) of Mesa.
Starting with Sunday, April 8 through Sunday,
April 29 they will be collecting diapers for TOPS
at their table. Look for the blue and pink bins
on the patio. Last year they collected over
3,600 diapers. Let’s continue to make a difference for young mothers in our area!

Orpheus Concert Coming in May
Orpheus Male Chorus of Phoenix presents “From No
Hands to Four” Tuesday, May 1, at 7:30 pm at Velda
Rose United Methodist Church. The first half of our
performance will cover a wide variety of music that
will be a cappella. By contrast, the second half will
feature musical selections that will all be for four-hand
piano accompaniment.
Admission to From No Hands to Four is $20 for adults,
$15 for seniors and students for tickets purchased in
advance from Orpheus singers or online at
www.orpheus.org. Admission is $25 for adults, $20 for
seniors and students for tickets purchased at the
door. Children 12 and under are admitted free.

Earth Day Celebration
Refreshments, lots and lots of information for you on water conservation; food waste; recycling;
Arbor Day, (this year it is on April 27) and much, much
more. Come learn how you can help to save God's Creation. (Our beautiful earth). P.S. We are always open for
news ideas, too.
Also, don't forget to light your front porch with your
green lightbulb during the month of April in honor of
"Earth Month."
The Green Team invites you to join them on the patio for
their 2nd annual "Earth Day Celebration" Sunday April 22,
2018, 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.

—Sincerely,
The Green Team... No one's perfect. Just get started
on the journey (our mission).
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UMW News
UMW News: April 2018
(Spiritual Growth Mission Coordinator) was able to arrange for the first
time a donation to the Tempe First
United Methodist Church’s Shower
Ministry. We were able to give homeless men/women and teenagers access to paperbacks, magazines, toiletries, towels and clothing left over
from our sale. Well done!
UMW MISSION RUMMAGE SALE
The Velda Rose Rummage Sale in February was the best ever, with gross
sales of over $77,000. Thank you to
the United Methodist Women volunteers and United Methodist Men that
have supported this money-making
project for the past 50 years. We also
have volunteers from other churches
and the community that continue to
help supply advertisement, bakers,
sorters, cashiers, and leadership in
many areas. Thank you to all the people that came out to buy or donate to
the sale. We could not continue this
project without the support of the
whole congregation. Congratulations
to Joan and Tim Most for their excellent and dedicated management!
NEW MISSION PROJECT: SHOWER
MINISTRY
Thanks to the rummage sale, we are
able to help other local charities with
supplies that are needed at a reduced
cost or no cost at all as we give away
everything not sold. This year the Salvation Army picked up the bulk of the
unsold merchandise. Grace Van Brunt

ROCK-A-THON LEGACY FUND
The Rock-A-Thon sponsored by East/
West UMW Districts was a great success. Our rockers from Velda Rose
(Billie Larime and Susan Lyons) joined
40 other UMW members and continually rocked for over four hours at
Cross in the Desert United Methodist
Church in Phoenix on March 10. Forty
-four United Methodist Women from
Velda Rose sponsored our rockers
with donations of $480. Altogether
the event raised $5,000 to start a Legacy Fund to help with mission projects
for the next 150 years. The camp
rocking chair used by our team was
the most unusual and comfortable
rocker at the event. This rocking chair
was loaned to us by Jonni Thomson
from Circle 4. Thanks again for all the
participation in this worthy mission
project.

of this study is to learn about the importance of the UMW’s commitment
to leadership development of women
and girls in church and society. As
preparation for this event, offer a
prayer of gratitude for the women
leaders that have mentored or influenced you. All women of the church
are invited to attend.
Note that the next UMW Executive
Committee Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 27, in Martin Hall, 9:00
am.
Why do we do all of this? It’s surely
not for pay. We do all of this because
we love Jesus, and this is just one way
of showing Him our love. Let’s get to
work … in His name. Amen.
Love in Action.
Billie Larime
UMW President

PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL LUNCHEON PROGRAM: THURSDAY, APRIL 5
Under the direction of K. Roemmich,
our next Potluck Luncheon will be on
Prayer and Self-Denial. The objective

April Circle Update
Circle 2 will be meeting in Martin Hall on Wednesday,
April 18 at 1:00 pm for their meeting. The speaker will be
from Teen Outreach Pregnancy Services, corresponding
with the Diaper Drive. If you would like to join them,
please contact Arlene Oisten at (480) 380-1760.

Circle 3: Thursday, April 19—Ronald McDonald House
Tour & Lunch at Jerry's Diner. Meet at 9:00 am at Velda
Rose to ride the bus or carpool and return around 2:00
pm. Anyone interested in seeing this interesting and
amazing complex is welcome to join them. Contact Carla
Burman at (480) 304-0227.
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Trustees News
Trustees Update—April 2018
Your Board of Trustees want to update you on the latest projects and concerns.


Repairs to the roof on the medical building have
been completed. It appears that someone had
picked up the metal tray that held the satellite
dish and dropped it. Once that was found, Broken
Arrow Roofing Construction Corp. was able to fix
the leak.

barns. A special thanks go to Steve Stafford,
whose son Travis is one of the scouts, for his expertise in working the steel siding around the electrical conduit.
Our next Board of Trustees meeting is Thursday, April
5, at 6:30 pm in Martin Hall.

If you have any concerns about our church property,
please contact a member of the Trustees: Jerry Ger Installation of the steel siding to our bus barn is
rard, Chairperson; Bill Hayden, Co-chairperson; Dr.
nearly completed.Two more corners have been
Rev. Larry Norris, Staff Representative; Duane Clark,
ordered and once they arrive and are installed, we Vice Chairperson; Jill Prather, Representative to Fican complete the project.
nance Committee; Howard Orr, Secretary; Larry Jackson, Dan White, Al Schubring, Joan Most, Peg Snow The Mesa Fire Marshall recently did an inspection dall.
of our church buildings. Here is a list of some of
the items we need to take care of.
1. Have the kitchen vents in Moore Hall cleaned.
2. Need to remove all the carts from in front of the
electrical panel in Moore Hall.
3. Electrical cords in the Sanctuary have to be
brought in overhead, so it doesn't restrict people
walking through that area.
4. Remaining issues with the Fire Marshall will be
taken care of in the coming weeks.


We will keep a watch on the Moore Hall water
heater to make sure the thermostat is working
properly.



Thank you to our Boy Scouts for their participation
in helping us install the steel siding to the bus

Special Seminar with District Superintendent
We are having a special seminar with the District Superintendent Rev. Susan Brims on Saturday, April 21, from 10:00 am to
noon. The topic is Adaptive Leadership. Pastors Larry and Chris
and Dana Chaney have attended this workshop, and it is excellent! It will help Velda Rose define our focus for the future.
Please call the church office to sign up so we know you are
coming!
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Sunday School News
Sunday School Continues to Thrive!
Our designated Sunday School hour continues to thrive. I
am so very thankful to our dedicated teachers who come
prepared week after week to lead their classes in various
studies. While I realize that we're going to start saying
"goodbye" to our winter residents, don't forget to keep
coming back to Sunday School. Our pastors are working
with me on a plan for the best experience we can offer
this coming summer. Just keep watching the weekly bulletins and the Vision to see what classes will be in session this summer.

Found on Facebook:
I can't brag about my love
for God because I fail Him
daily. But I can brag about
His love for me because it
NEVER fails!
If God is making you wait,
you're definitely in good
company:

As always, if you have a suggestion for a particular study, 
just let me know and we will see how to make it happen. 
I leave you with these thoughts:


Joseph waited for 13 years
Abraham waited for 25 years
Jesus waited for 30 years
Moses waited for 40 years



9:10 am Sunday School at Velda Rose
Children's Deep Blue Sunday School, Room D (through
Room A), Led by Deirdre Poyer
“Deep Blue: Learn and Serve!” teaches children about God
and what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. This
year the children will explore Guatemala, Kenya, Alaska,
and Armenia with their regular Deep Blue “guides”—Asia,
Edgar, Kat, and Caleb—to see how they can work together
for the benefit of God's kingdom here on Earth.

J.O.Y. (Jesus-Others-Yourself) Adult Class, Room B,
Led by Tom Ross
This class uses the Adult Bible Studies series, an official
resource for the United Methodist Church approved by
the General Board of Discipleship. Lessons are Bible-based
and follow the Lectionary that is used during the regular
Worship services.
Christian Awareness Class, Room A, Led by Jan Stallard
The Christian Awareness class is a progressive, adult book
study. Our class meets in Room A on Sundays, 9:10 - 10:10
am. We welcome drop-ins and new members to this
open, interesting discussion group! For further information, contact Jan Stallard at (480) 830-9173.

New Horizons Adult Class, Martin Hall,
Led by Lee and Pat Nixon
The New Horizon’s Class will be starting a new book, Rotten Hobby by Rev. Jeremy Scott. This is a book that will
help us look at dealing with diabetes and other chronic
diseases. How can we support each other and learn from
each other? Dawn, his wife, is a Nurse Practitioner special- Happy Wanderers Class, Madsen Parlor,
izing in Endocrinology and helps him with the book.
Led by Pastor Pam Wagner
This class is studying a Lenten Bible study using the book
Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus by Mike Slaughter.
After Lent this class will be studying the “Wesley Challenge” by Chris Folmsbee.
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You will find the Prayer Request Book on the podium outside the doors to the
Sanctuary on Sunday. The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend
they would like to be remembered in prayer. In the interest of space, names will
appear on this list in The Vision for two issues and then be removed unless a request
is made to remain. Contact our Prayer Team with prayers during the week.
Prayer Team: Call the church office (480) 832-2111,
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen, (480) 202-4550

Ardath Flocken
Annie Grace Smith
Bob Loots
Carl G. Anderson family
Carol Ball
Carol Waite
Debbie Mareno
Eddie & Donna Miller
Glenn Heckman Jr.
Jacki Beard
Janet Durnal
Jean Sakshaug

Jenni Pulice
Jim & Betty White
John & Nadine Burley
John Fleet
John & Irene Shakelford
Krolick Family
Lance Paulson
Larry D’Agostino
Leonard & Mae Miller
Marietta Moravetz
Maureen Cifka
Maynard Bauer

Mike & Rae Farley
Natalie Bryant
Ruth Avis
Sannes Family
Our Troops
Unhooked Recovery

Arlene Spykerman
2/19/18
Alice Stivers
2/20/18
Tim Mecl
2/26/18
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April 1
Everett Davis
Dorothy Kuspis
April 2
Del Carvell
April 3
Eileen Bergquist
Emily Giles
Zachary Huntley
Emilee Soboski
April 6
Maggie Foster
Adam Orr
Frank Yoder
April 7
Joe Evans
Elizabeth J Waltrip
Jo Lynn White
April 8
Becky Duffy
Sheri Leah Richardson

April 9
Barbara Irving
Tamara Mulligan
Betty Neal
April 10
Jim Oisten
April 11
Donn Larson
April 12
Sheila Arnold
Phoebe Boysen

April 16
Lorraine Coffey
Shirley Lindner
Robert Long
Richard Poyer

April 24
Alan Burke
John Laut
Maurice Meschke
Maryoris Walsh

April 18
Robert Heinz
Daniel Jeter

April 25
Roger Erskine
Steve Oldham

April 19
Sherrie Bludorn
Jean Sakshaug

April 26
Barbara Clayburn

April 20
Jon Contreras

April 13
Joel Asirsan

April 21
Lou Dempsey

April 14
Earla Long
Colleen Tate

April 22
Jerry Deland
Bev Gibbons

April 15
Becky Cassavaugh

April 23
Norman Olson

Bob & Jane Collins
Gerald & Kathy Dimit
Steve & Lois Benson

April 29
John Hill
April 30
Bill Coble

Also Celebrating

50+ Years
4/5/53
4/1/61
4/2/66

April 28
Judie Beck
Wayne Hegwood
Roy Knight
Billie Larime
Karen Torkelson

4/17/69
4/12/75
4/23/77
4/1/89
4/30/94
4/21/07

65 years
57 years
52 years
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Jerry & Bonnie Buitendorp
Jerry & Karen Plumm
Stephen & Sherrill Weary
Tom & Angie Daggy
Tom & Dana Chaney
Scott & Maggie Foster

49 years
43 years
41 years
29 years
24 years
11 years
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Helping the Love of God Bloom in You!
To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The
Vision, please update your mailing address with VRUMC.
It is posted online at www.veldarose.org.
Staff Leadership
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation
Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor
Rev. Christine M. Beaudoin, Associate Pastor
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation

NEXT ISSUE

7:15—7:45 am

8:00—9:00 am
9:10—10:10 am
10:30—11:30 am

SonRise Worship
(30 minutes, with sermon, prayer,
2 hymns, Scripture, in Sanctuary)
Non-Traditional Worship
(reformatted, and in Moore Hall)
Sunday School
Traditional Worship
(in the Sanctuary)
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Next publication date will be
Thursday, April 26
Items considered must be in the
church office by
Tuesday, April 17, 4:00 pm.
Please e-mail Anne Winfrey at
anne@veldarose.org with your
newsletter articles.

