Where is God when we need Him?
Mark 6:45-52
Why do Christians encounter hardships, troubles and difficulties?

. God sometimes

A. Jesus deliberately sent his disciples into a storm.

sends us into difficult situations.

Mark 6:45 And immediately He made His disciples get into the
boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while
He Himself was sending the multitude away. 46 And after
bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray.

1. Jesus stayed behind and sent them into the storm.
2. He stayed behind and prayed.

B. God in the same way deliberately send us into difficult
situations.

1. Paul told the churches, "Through many tribulations we must
enter the kingdom of God.” (Act14:22)

Il. God sometimes purposefully
from hard situations.

in rescuing us

A. Jesus purposefully delayed in coming to his disciples

Mark 6:47 And when it was evening, the boat was in the midst
of the sea, and He was alone on the land. 48 And seeing them
straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about
the fourth watch of the night, He *came to them, walking on the
sea;...

1. He saw them struggling from a distance.

2. He waited most of the night before he came to them. He saw
them in the evening and he did not come to them until the
fourth watch (3-6am).

3. He wanted them to develop stick-to-itiveness (perseverance).

Would they continue to do what is commanded... what is
right, or would they turn around?

lll. God does this to teach us something that we had not known

A. Jesus wanted to teach his disciples something new and
awesome about Himself.

[Background- In the feeding of the five thousand, they should have
learned that Jesus was the Bread of Life. Joh 6:35,48.]

Mark 6:48b He *came to them, walking on the sea; and He
intended to pass by them. 49 But when they saw Him walking on
the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for
they all saw Him and were frightened. But immediately He spoke
with them and *said to them, “Take courage; it is |, do not be
afraid.” 51 And He got into the boat with them, and the wind
stopped; and they were greatly astonished, [same word used for
Jesus being crazy]

1. Jesus showed them that:
a. He was Lord of

b. Lord God

.(Ac10:36.)
. (Rev 15:3.)

B. Perhaps He may want to reveal Himself in a new and awesome
way.

1. It may send us into a financial storm of financial hardship.

2. It may send us into a storm of integrity - You stand up for
what is right and you suffer for it.

IV. What are some things we could do to get through our stormy
trials?

A. Remember God has your best .- Romans 8:28

B. Change our
C. Seek for
Think, Pray and Obey:

.-James 1:2

.-James 1:5

1. Thank God that He is in Control.
2. Do you need a change of attitude in your difficulties?
3. Ask God to send you wisdom through his instruments.




Where is God when we need Him?
Mark 6:45-52

Why do Christians encounter hardships, troubles and difficulties?

I. God sometimes deliberately sends us into difficult situations.

A. Jesus deliberately sent his disciples into a storm.

Mark 6:45 And immediately He made His disciples get into the
boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while
He Himself was sending the multitude away. 46 And after
bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray.

1. Jesus stayed behind and sent them into the storm.
2. He stayed behind and prayed.

B. God in the same way deliberately send us into difficult
situations.

1. Paul told the churches, "Through many tribulations we must

enter the kingdom of God.” (Act14:22)

Il. God sometimes purposefully delays in rescuing us from hard
situations.

A. Jesus purposefully delayed in coming to his disciples

Mark 6:47 And when it was evening, the boat was in the midst
of the sea, and He was alone on the land. 48 And seeing them
straining at the oars, for the wind was against them, at about

seda;...

the fourth watch of the night, He *came to them, walking on the

1. He saw them struggling from a distance.

lll. God does this to teach us something that we had not known
experientially.

A. Jesus wanted to teach his disciples something new and
awesome about Himself.

[Background- In the feeding of the five thousand, they should have
learned that Jesus was the Bread of Life. Joh 6:35,48.]

Mark 6:48b He *came to them, walking on the sea; and He
intended to pass by them. 49 But when they saw Him walking on
the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and cried out; 50 for
they all saw Him and were frightened. But immediately He spoke
with them and *said to them, “Take courage; it is |, do not be
afraid.” 51 And He got into the boat with them, and the wind
stopped; and they were greatly astonished, [same word used for
Jesus being crazy]

1. Jesus showed them that:
a. He was Lord of all creation. (Ac 10:36.)
b. Lord God Almighty. (Rev 15:3.)

B. Perhaps He may want to reveal Himself in a new and awesome
way.

1. It may send us into a financial storm of financial hardship.

2. It may send us into a storm of integrity - You stand up for
what is right and you suffer for it.

IV. What are some things we could do to get through our stormy
trials?

A. Remember God has your best interests in mind. - Romans 8:28

2. He waited most of the night before he came to them. He saw
them in the evening and he did not come to them until the
fourth watch (3-6am).

3. He wanted them to develop stick-to-itiveness (perseverance).

B. Change our attitude. - James 1:2

C. Seek for wisdom. - James 1:5

Would they continue to do what is commanded... what is
right, or would they turn around?

Think, Pray and Obey:

1. Thank God that He is in Control.
2. Do you need a change of attitude in your difficulties?
3. Ask God to send you wisdom through his instruments.



