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We all want our prayers answered. The number one reason why our prayers are not answered is, “We are not
focused on the glory of God!” Think about the prayers in your life. Do you want to be happy in your marriage, or
do you want God to be glorified in your marriage? Do you merely want your kids to be nice and not get in
trouble, or do want God to be glorified in their lives? Do you simply want to get out of your financial mess and
feel some relief, or do you want God to be glorified in your finances.

Our motivation for prayer should not just be centered on ourselves so we can have what we need. God thrives
when He can prove Himself. He wants to be glorified in and through us, and He wants to be glorified in the
earth. God will share that glory with no one. He deserves nothing less than all the glory, all the honor, and all
the praise. Glorifying God has to be the motive of our prayers, not just our relief.

Fasting empowers us. God does not expect us to go through the challenges of life without His power. Prayer
and fasting brings us to the place where we can power up. As you worship Him, plan to go into the future with
His power and be intentional about using all of the resources that He has for you.

Excerpts taken from Awakening: A New Approach to Faith, Fasting, and Spiritual Freedom by Stovall Weems
(pp. 56-57)
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