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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Call to Worship,  (sung to the tune Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers) 
 

    Now from the house of David a child of grace has come, 

    A Savior who will lead us to our eternal home. 

 Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

 the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name.  Amen. 

 



 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Gathering Song    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 

he opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us forever. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 

may God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Kyrie   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Lord, in the midst of hardship, you bring comfort; in sorrow, you 

bring joy; in fear, you bring faith; in division, you bring unity. Come near all 

your beloved children today: guard us, guide us, and fill us with your love and 

peace.  Amen. 



 

WORD 

We hear together God’s Word for us today. 

 

First Reading:   Isaiah 64:1-9 

A reading from Isaiah 

 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence — 2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil — to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the 

nations might tremble at your presence!  3When you did awesome deeds that we did 

not expect,  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  4From ages 

past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides 

you, who works for those who wait for him.  5You meet those who gladly do 

right, those who remember you in your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed.  6We have all become like one who is 

unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a 

leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on 

your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from 

us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O LORD, you are our 

Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do 

not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now 

consider, we are all your people.  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Bible Acclamation   Create in Me a Clean Heart  
  

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 

A reading from the book of Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
24But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, 

 and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

 and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.26Then they will see 'the Son of Man 

coming in clouds' with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and 

gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 



 

28From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32But about that day or hour 

no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 

each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, 

keep awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep 

when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."   

      The Word of the Lord.        Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Moment 
 

Hymn of the Day    Soon and Very Soon 
 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're going to see the King. 
 

No more dying there we are going to see the King. 

No more dying there we are going to see the King. 

No more dying there  we are going to see the King. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're going to see the King. 
 

Apostles’ Creed      

We confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 

Hymn    O Lord Hear Our Prayer  

 

  

 

 
  

Response to Lord in your mercy… Hear our Prayer.  

  that the gospel may take root in us and spread everywhere; Lord...Hear our Prayer 

that the earth may be restored and protected; Lord...Hear our Prayer 

that peace and justice may flow within us and from us,  

that all nations and those in authority may serve and shield the vulnerable,  

that our community may be a light to the world. Lord...Hear our Prayer 

We pray for the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, and lonely, 

for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, 

for First Lutheran Church, and those on our prayer list; Lord...Hear our Prayer 

for the faithful departed, who have joined the church triumphant. Lord...Hear our Prayer 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer      

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude        Fling Wide the Door     FARLEE     
 


