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òSo with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts, 
strive to excel in them for building up the churchó 

 -1 Corinthians 14:12 

OUR M ISSION  IS... 
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,  

to connect people to God and to each other through love, and  
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.  
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Sunday, January 21, 2018, 12 PM 

Please plan to join us for the upcoming Congregational 

Meeting to approve the newly nominated church leadership 

and 2018 budget. Bring any questions you may have to the 

meeting and if you cannot attend the meeting, please feel 

free to contact April Langstraat (Board Chairperson) or 

Marsha Staley (stewardship Chairperson) directly. 

         

Sunday, January 28, 2018  
During our 10:30 AM service  

 
Please plan to join us in the installation 

and welcoming of the new church  
officers for 2018.  



 

Here is a list of 10 spiritual resolutions that will change your life:  

1. Pray every day to hear Godôs will for my life and be obedient to it. ñWhat other nation is so great as 
to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?ò (Deut 4:7) 

2. Read the Bible every day to understand Godôs character and his ways. ñFor the Word of God is alive 
and active. Sharper than any double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and 
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heartò (Heb 4:12). 

3. Encourage others to start or continue their journey of faith.  ñFinally brothers and sisters, rejoice! 
Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 
peace will be with youò (2 Cor 13:11). 

4. Invite at least one person from my family or community to my church each week. ñBut encourage 
one another daily, as long as it is called ótodayò, so that none of you may be hardened by sinôs deceitful-
nessò (Heb 3:13). 

5. Join a local year round Bible study.  ñI have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against 
youò (Ps 119:11). 

6. Commit to a community outreach for one season.  ñHe defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothingò (Deut 10:18). 

7. Volunteer at my church to teach Sunday School or provide nursery care.  ñFor even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as ransom for manyò (Mark 10:45). 

8. Open my home to times of fellowship and discipleship.  ñDo not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing so some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing itò (Heb 13:2) 

9. Commit to identifying the needs vs. wants in my budget and increasing my charitable giving.  ñAnd 
why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow? They do not labor or spinò (Matt 
6:28). 

10. Keep a journal to daily or weekly document the progress of my resolutions.  ñThis observance will 
be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your 
lipsò (Ex 13:9a). 

These spiritual resolutions will only be transforming if you make them a lifetime commitment. 

My friends, I encourage you, no matter whether you make or do not make any resolutions for the coming 
year, think about areas of your life in which renewing needs to take place. Is it in your marriage? Is it in your 
bank account? Is it in your attitude? Or is it in your thoughts which no one hears? Wherever it is, know that 
God will help you and there is no need for you to struggle. He will be beside you, walking with you, and car-
rying you if need be. 

ñFor you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring 
Word of Godò (1 Peter 1:23). 

Article printed from Off The Grid News: http://www.offthegridnews.com   



  Welcome to 2018!     
 
Every year since I arrived we have had a 
focus for the year. In 2016 we saw God 
doing a new thing.  In 2017 we heard God 
say, ñFear Not.ò  This year we will work on 
building - not our new church building, 
although that remains our goal - but a 
strong, spiritually based congregation.  Our 
scripture focus for 2018 is: 
1 Corinthians 4:12:  

 
ñSo with yourselves, since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel 
in them for building up the church.ò  
 
Building up the church comes from within.  Building up the church is not 
as much about putting more people in the pews as it is about 
strengthening the faith and spiritual gifts of the folks who are already 
here.  They then go out into the world, showing everyone what it means 
to be Christian - loving and caring for others, even (especially) those 
with whom we disagree.  Building up the church begins with recognizing, 
strengthening, and excelling in our own spiritual gifts. 
 
One way we will do this is by continuing to work with a theme each 
month.  Januaryôs worship services will focus on Discipleship and 
church membership.   We will look at questions like ñWhat does it mean 
to be a disciple of Jesus?ò and  ñWhat does it mean to be a part of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)?ò and  ñWhat does it mean to be a 
church member?ò  If you should have any particular questions along 
these lines, let me know so I can make sure your questions are 
answered. 
 
Meanwhile - have a wonderful New Year!  See you in church! 
       

Pastor Maria 



 

New Year, New Opportunities  
 

I recently purchased a new truck from my boss. Well, it is not a brand-
new truck entirely, but it is a new truck to my family if you know want I 
mean. He sold it to me at a sweet price, and heôs allowing me to make 
interest free payments on it too! Talk about hitting the jackpot. With this 
new truck, I can take advantage of more possibilities and opportunities 
that I hadnôt before been able too. You see, my other vehicle is a 4 cylin-
der but this new one is a 5.7 Dodge Ram Cummings. It seats 6 where 
the other one only fits 5, and the truck also has 4x4 capabilities.  
 

Because of the extra power with the new truck, I can now do handyman 
jobs that require me to haul a lot of weight. I have already been able to 
do a few. Because of the extra seat, I can now fit one more youth when 
going on trips. We have already gone on one. Because of the 4x4 capa-
bilities, I can now take my family on various trips with more ease and 
less worry. We have already been able to go the snow where the 4x4 
came in handy.  
 

My point is not to brag about this new truck but to share what opportuni-
ties and possibilities arose since acquiring it. Just as the ñnewò truck has 
brought new opportunities and possibilities to me, in this new year, I 
pray that God will bring you new opportunities and possibilities. Oppor-
tunities and possibilities that you havenôt had before. Blessings in 2018. 
 

          Hector Hernandez 



 

´Out To Lunch Bunch!µ 
 

The ñOTLBò loves the fellowship of good friends and good food! This is a bi-monthly get -together 
to share a meal, conversation, and fun!  

 

Join them at 11:30 AM on Thursday, January 4th  at  
Rosa Lindaôs (2905 McCall Ave., Selma) and  

January 18th  at Golden Dragon (1952 E. Front St., Selma). 
 

Please call the church office 896-2691 to confirm your reservation for January 4th. Dee Anne will be making the reservations a day before. 
April Langstraat will be making reservation for the 18th, so please call her early at 896-1026. 

 

Miriam Group will gather on Tuesday, January 9, 9:30 AM  
Marian Clifton hosting at   

April Langstraatôs (2307 Azalea, Selma). 
 

Esther Group will be meeting  on Saturday, January 13,  
9:30 AM at Becky Morenoôs (3705 Mulburry, Selma). 

 

All are welcome, please come join us!   
If you would like to know more call  

Jennifer Earle ï 896-2358 or April Langstraat ï 896-1026 


