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“So with Yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts,
strive to excel in them for building up the church”
-1 Corinthians 14:12

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

Sunday, January 21, 2018, 12 PM

Please plan to join us for the upcoming Congregational
Meeting to approve the newly nominated church leadership
and 2018 budget. Bring any questions you may have to the
meeting and if you cannot attend the meeting, please feel
free to contact April Langstraat (Board Chairperson) or
Marsha Staley (stewardship Chairperson) directly.
Sunday, January 28, 2018
During our 10:30 AM service
Please plan to join us in the installation
and welcoming of the new church
officers for 2018.

Here is a list of 10 spiritual resolutions that will change your life:
1. Pray every day to hear God’s will for my life and be obedient to it. “What other nation is so great as
to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?” (Deut 4:7)
2. Read the Bible every day to understand God’s character and his ways. “For the Word of God is alive
and active. Sharper than any double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Heb 4:12).
3. Encourage others to start or continue their journey of faith. “Finally brothers and sisters, rejoice!
Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and
peace will be with you” (2 Cor 13:11).
4. Invite at least one person from my family or community to my church each week. “But encourage
one another daily, as long as it is called ‘today”, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness” (Heb 3:13).
5. Join a local year round Bible study. “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against
you” (Ps 119:11).
6. Commit to a community outreach for one season. “He defends the cause of the fatherless and the
widow and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing” (Deut 10:18).
7. Volunteer at my church to teach Sunday School or provide nursery care. “For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
8. Open my home to times of fellowship and discipleship. “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing so some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it” (Heb 13:2)
9. Commit to identifying the needs vs. wants in my budget and increasing my charitable giving. “And
why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow? They do not labor or spin” (Matt
6:28).
10. Keep a journal to daily or weekly document the progress of my resolutions. “This observance will
be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your
lips” (Ex 13:9a).
These spiritual resolutions will only be transforming if you make them a lifetime commitment.
My friends, I encourage you, no matter whether you make or do not make any resolutions for the coming
year, think about areas of your life in which renewing needs to take place. Is it in your marriage? Is it in your
bank account? Is it in your attitude? Or is it in your thoughts which no one hears? Wherever it is, know that
God will help you and there is no need for you to struggle. He will be beside you, walking with you, and carrying you if need be.
“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring
Word of God” (1 Peter 1:23).
Article printed from Off The Grid News: http://www.offthegridnews.com

Welcome to 2018!
Every year since I arrived we have had a
focus for the year. In 2016 we saw God
doing a new thing. In 2017 we heard God
say, “Fear Not.” This year we will work on
building - not our new church building,
although that remains our goal - but a
strong, spiritually based congregation. Our
scripture focus for 2018 is:
1 Corinthians 4:12:
“So with yourselves, since you are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel
in them for building up the church.”
Building up the church comes from within. Building up the church is not
as much about putting more people in the pews as it is about
strengthening the faith and spiritual gifts of the folks who are already
here. They then go out into the world, showing everyone what it means
to be Christian - loving and caring for others, even (especially) those
with whom we disagree. Building up the church begins with recognizing,
strengthening, and excelling in our own spiritual gifts.
One way we will do this is by continuing to work with a theme each
month. January’s worship services will focus on Discipleship and
church membership. We will look at questions like “What does it mean
to be a disciple of Jesus?” and “What does it mean to be a part of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)?” and “What does it mean to be a
church member?” If you should have any particular questions along
these lines, let me know so I can make sure your questions are
answered.
Meanwhile - have a wonderful New Year! See you in church!
Pastor Maria

New Year, New Opportunities
I recently purchased a new truck from my boss. Well, it is not a brandnew truck entirely, but it is a new truck to my family if you know want I
mean. He sold it to me at a sweet price, and he’s allowing me to make
interest free payments on it too! Talk about hitting the jackpot. With this
new truck, I can take advantage of more possibilities and opportunities
that I hadn’t before been able too. You see, my other vehicle is a 4 cylinder but this new one is a 5.7 Dodge Ram Cummings. It seats 6 where
the other one only fits 5, and the truck also has 4x4 capabilities.
Because of the extra power with the new truck, I can now do handyman
jobs that require me to haul a lot of weight. I have already been able to
do a few. Because of the extra seat, I can now fit one more youth when
going on trips. We have already gone on one. Because of the 4x4 capabilities, I can now take my family on various trips with more ease and
less worry. We have already been able to go the snow where the 4x4
came in handy.
My point is not to brag about this new truck but to share what opportunities and possibilities arose since acquiring it. Just as the “new” truck has
brought new opportunities and possibilities to me, in this new year, I
pray that God will bring you new opportunities and possibilities. Opportunities and possibilities that you haven’t had before. Blessings in 2018.
Hector Hernandez

Miriam Group will gather on Tuesday, January 9, 9:30 AM
Marian Clifton hosting at
April Langstraat’s (2307 Azalea, Selma).
Esther Group will be meeting on Saturday, January 13,
9:30 AM at Becky Moreno’s (3705 Mulburry, Selma).
All are welcome, please come join us!
If you would like to know more call
Jennifer Earle – 896-2358 or April Langstraat – 896-1026

“Out To Lunch Bunch!”
The “OTLB” loves the fellowship of good friends and good food! This is a bi-monthly get-together
to share a meal, conversation, and fun!

Join them at 11:30 AM on Thursday, January 4th at
Rosa Linda’s (2905 McCall Ave., Selma) and
January 18th at Golden Dragon (1952 E. Front St., Selma).
Please call the church office 896-2691 to confirm your reservation for January 4th. Dee Anne will be making the reservations a day before.
April Langstraat will be making reservation for the 18th, so please call her early at 896-1026.

Directory update:
New Address for
John Hopkins
171 North Burgan Ave.
Fresno, CA 93727

If you have yard work that needs to be done, but can’t get to it all,
our church yard care person, Jesus Farias, is in need of some extra
work for the winter. Many of his regular customers did not plant rye
grass, so they won’t be needing him till spring.
If you have any jobs he can help you with, please call him at 559328-5971. He also offers to fix fences, does yard clean-up, prune
trees, clean out your garage and almost anything. Just tell him you
are a member of the red brick church in Selma.

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Thank you the church mouse for the special Christmas envelope,
Dee Anne Douville
Prayers of praise for Hugh and Pat Adams' grandson, Cole was in an auto
accident north of Fowler this morning. He seems to be unhurt.
Continued prayers for Bonnie Murray, Tina Ritchie and Virgie Cortez for
their continued recovery.
To our WONDERFUL Church Family:
Thank you for your much love and support for Jessica and me and for hosting our Christmas concerts at the church. We are so grateful! This year we
raised OVER $700 for Second Chance--and this is more than double for
last year! It was great to see the church full into the overflows with people
from our community. Thank you again for helping make every year a success and supporting our talented friends!
Jordan Williams

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

Thank you to all faithful supporters of the Food Pantry. Distribution days
are held on the first and third Thursdays at the SMART Center! During
the month of December there were 52 bags of food given out to 247 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.

Sunday, January 14, 2018, 12 PM
Cache of Cash
Hey! Where’s my money?
Through your generous gifts and fundraisers in December these funds have accrued in the following accounts:
New Building Fund
Choir Fund
Organ Fund
FCC Camp Scholarships
Food Pantry
Reconciliation Offering
Fall Fest

$ 1,707.54
1,040.00
130.00
373.00
1,040.00
120.00
460.00

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

JANUARY

3: Christian Cabral
6: Robert & Jennifer Stellpflug ‘01
11: Kellie Ritchie
15: Samantha Stellpflug
19: Stan Riggs
21: Alan Langstraat; Don Yingst
25: Anthony & Aileen Imperatrice ‘92
26: Patty Starr
Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ................................... WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM ...................................................... Iglesia PC
Monday:
6:30 PM ....................................... CYF Group Meeting
7:00 PM .................................. Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:00 PM ........................................................ Iglesia PC
Thursday:
6:30 PM ........................................ Trinity Life Church
7:17 PM ............................................... Choir Rehearsal
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM .................................Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
JANUARY 2018
MONDAY, 1/1
Church office closed
TUESDAY, 1/2
Church office closed
WEDNESDAY, 1/3
6:30PM
Budget Team Meeting @ Marsha
Staley’s (2737 Olive, Selma)

SUNDAY, 1/14
12:00 PM
Board Meeting
THURSDAY, 1/18
7:45 AM
Food Pantry @ the S.M.A.R.T. Center
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch at Golden
Dragon

THURSDAY, 1/4
7:45 AM
Food Pantry @ the S.M.A.R.T. Center SUNDAY, 1/21
12:00 PM
11:30 AM
Out to Lunch Bunch at Rosa Linda’s Congregational Meeting
1:30 PM
SUNDAY, 1/7
Young Adults Meeting
1:30 PM
Young Adults Meeting
SUNDAY, 1/28
10:30 AM
TUESDAY, 1/9
Installation of New Officers during
9:30 AM
Worship Service
Miriam Group will be hosted by
Marian Clifton at
April Langstraat’s home (2307 Azalea)
SATURDAY, 1/13
9:30 AM
Esther Group at Becky Moreno’s
(3705 Mulburry, Selma)

SERVING IN

January

GREETER(S)
07: Nick Luna

PRESIDER(S)
PROJECTION BOARD
Laura Thornburg & Leah Torosian
Alicia Palomino
14: Marsha Staley Dawn Linhoff
Christian Cabral
21: Nancy McGuyer Efrain Vasquez &
Clarissa Zarate
Anna Armstrong
28: Laurie Fitzgerald April Langstraat
Jorge Flores
SOUND BOARD
John Hopkins

ELDERS
07:
14:
21:
28:

OFFERING
Leah Torosian
John Terry
Hugh Adams
Dave Highbaugh

COMMUNION
Alan Langstraat
Jennifer Earle
Kathleen Schales
Leah Torosian

LOCK-UP: Alan Langstraat
(Prep)
07:
14:
21:
28:

Vonnie Murray
Dawn Linhoff
Bonnie Murray
Jeff Terry

DEACONS
Laura Thornburg
Jorge Flores
Tina Ritchie
Vonnie Murray

Bonnie Murray
Marsha Staley
Michael Gutierrez Christian Cabral
Marsha Staley
Michael Gutierrez
Laura Thornburg Dawn Linhoff

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES
BOOK & VERSE
01/07: Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV)
01/14: John 1:43-51 (NRSV)
01/21: Mark 1:14-20 (NRSV)
01/28: Mark 1:21-28 (NRSV)

FOR

JANUARY

SERMON
“Repent!”
“Decisions, decisions”
“Follow the Leader”
“Called by grace”

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE

12/03:
12/09:
12/10:
12/17:
12/21:
12/24:

39
97
37
42
22
60

Cantata

Longest Night Service

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .......... Hector Hernandez
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2017) .............. April Langstraat
Chair of the Elders (2017) ................................ Jennifer Earle
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ....................... Leah Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

