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Rev. Brian Merritt
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John Mark Wojcicki

2021 SESSION
Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

CLASS OF 2023
Geof Gohlich
Dottie Kappers
Mark Slachetka

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2021 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Pat Gohlich
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

CLASS OF 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

2021 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Patricia Butts - 2021
Vedanira Fernandez - 2022
Jen Aquino
- 2023
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
Bodycomb Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the Armed Forces
The Miller Family
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Elizabeth Robitsch
Students in the community

Teachers and Nurses in schools
Mark Tilney
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery

DATES TO REMEMBER: MARCH 2021

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
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Dear Friends:
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Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM
Sunday:Worship and Communion - 10:00 AM; live stream
through our Facebook page
Worship Committee Meeting - 6:30 PM via Zoom
Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM
Daylight Savings Time
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
St. Patrick’s Day
Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM
Deadline for Easter Flower Orders
Deadline for Rainbow Creations
Worship - 10 AM; live stream through our Facebook page
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM
Worship - 10 AM - Palm Sunday; live stream through our
Facebook page
Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM

April Dates to Remember:
01: Maundy Thursday
02: Good Friday
03: Holy Saturday
04: Easter Sunday
07: Lenten Bible Study via Zoom - 6:30 PM

Zoom link for the Lenten Bible Study:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87088257698?pwd=d0V5MlM1cGNZWFpGbWFsczAzWEtsUT09

Lent is here and we are at its beginning. During the 40
days of reflection we may be in a position to have a keener
focus upon suffering this year. It would be hard to tell anyone
last Lent what we would see in the subsequent year.
As we round toward 500,000 deaths due to COVID, and
maybe 10 times that in those who will carry long term effects
into the future, we are acutely aware of terrible suffering and
death. We may now have so much death surrounding us that it
is hard for us to process the staggering loss.
Lent gives us an opportunity to stop from our busy life, a
life which might allow us to fill our time with distractions and
grieve. Grief and suffering changes us in ways we might not
know for some time. One thing that I can say with a fair amount
of certainty, we will not be going back to “normal” in the near
future (whatever normal may mean).
I like knowing for certain my path ahead, and one thing
we have learned is that history is filled with life altering events
tearing the foundations of that certainty. Today we may be
afraid, we may be angry, we may shut down, we might project
on others more than normal, we may feel the compulsion to
take charge, we may find that ignored psychosis is impossible to
hide, we may never want to go outside in the public again. I am
hearing/feeling a variety of coping mechanisms that are
happening after a full year of COVID.
You are not alone. This is frightening. Jesus dying was
frightening for his disciples. I think we understand the disciples
after the death of Jesus Christ a little better today than a year
ago. As they huddled together after the death of their teacher,
they denied knowing this man, and were afraid of those who
might bring them harm. Still, Jesus did not reject them, he
showed himself to them.
We are not alone. Jesus will show himself to us even in
the midst of so great suffering and loss.

Brian Merritt

JANUARY 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
January
Year to
Date
Income
$20,373.36
$20,373.36
Expenses Paid
$13,422.98
$13,422.98
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
$ 6,950.38
$ 6,950.38
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
Comments / Observations:
1. The income for January is usually one of the highest months of
the year because a few members make their entire 2021
pledge / donation in the month.
2. Many Per Capita donations are made early in the year by
members.
The 2021 Per Capita is $40.00
for each of the 207 members of our
Church. The total amount due in
2021 is $8,280.00 or $690.00
monthly.
In January, $1,529.00
was received for the Per Capita
setting the total amount received
in 2021 to $1,529.00 or 19% of
the annual amount due to
Presbytery.
Please contact Al Ravo if you
have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational
finances, the Endowment Funds or
Per Capita.

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND UPDATE, JANUARY 2021
BY: AL RAVO

Below is a breakdown of the funds, donations, and expenses of First
Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown through January of 2021.
January 2021 Amounts:
• Donations received during January, $3,790.00.
• Invoices / Expenses paid during January, $0.00.
• Endowment principle used during January, $0.00.
• Endowment principle paid back during January, $0.00.
Statistics on donations received since Kick Off dinner 9/28/19,
$194,252.03:
• 48% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
• Donations breakdown:
•
10.2% - $19,905.00 from nonmembers
•
62.0% - $120,516.80 from members
•
27.7% $53,830.23 from anonymous, church dinner
donations
•
100.0% - $194,252.03 Total
The estimate for the steeple work in 2021 is $100,000.00. The
church has received $4,018.13 in donations towards the steeple
work.
If you have any questions regarding the Building on Generosity
Campaign, please contact Al Ravo.

EASTER FLOWERS
Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in
springtime. Martin Luther

Sunday, April 4, 2021 marks the anniversary of Jesus’ Resurrection!
In celebration the Deacons are asking you to help fill the sanctuary with the colors of
spring by sponsoring a silk Easter flower.
Sponsorships are $5.00 per plant and may be In Thanksgiving for anyone dear to you
or In Memory of friends or family who have enriched your life.
Please make checks payable to The Deacons and mail to
First Presbyterian Church, c/o The Deacons, 298 Main St, Hackettstown NJ 07840
or you may drop off your forms and payment in the church mailbox.
All forms and payment must be received no later than Sunday, March 20th
Please return the bottom portion with your payment, if you need additional space you may use the back
of this form or submit on an additional piece of paper, thank you!

Sponsor:______________________________________________________________
In Memory of:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving
for:__________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Plants Sponsored:_________

Amount Enclosed:_________________________

Have Questions? Need more information?
Please contact Jackie @ 908.656.4225 or Ellen @ 908.797.0013

FINANCIAL RECAP OF WORK COMPLETED 2020
BY: AL RAVO

Endowment:
All of the $90,000.00 ‘borrowed’ in 2020 for the ‘Building On
Generosity’ expenses has been repaid to the Endowment.
Expenses: exterior renovations, siding and protective covering paid
invoices.
o $595,474.00 - Sphere Construction, contractor.
o
$39,541.25 - HQW Architects, project management.
o
$7,023.18 - Church, building permits, insurance, etc.
o $118,500.00 - Lamb Studios, protective coverings.
o
$25,295.00 - Lamb Studios, restored front Stained
Glass Window.
o $785,833.43 - Total.
Funding:
o $290,000.00 - Committed donations received for siding
the church.
o
$30,000.00 - Committed donation to restore front
stained glass window. $190,462.03 - Donations received
from 9/28/19 through 12/31/20.
o $115,744.44 - Stained Glass Windows Endowment
account.
o
$17,627.91 - Insurance payment for HQW and Sphere
work.
o $126,792.09 - Endowment interest and estate funds.
o
$20,169.10 - Remaining insurance funds & donations
to broken window.
o
$0.00 - Endowment principle used (must be paid
back).
o $790,795.57 - Total funding.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds,
Per Capita or the Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

Sharing God’s Bounty

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE

Freedom Isn’t Free

This month, I have selected books about women since March celebrates
women in history.I have both an adult version and a children’s version of
each featured female. Happy Reading.

Salvation is free – a gift to us from our father in Heaven. Paul
makes that point so clearly in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” We
neither earned it nor deserved it. “But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).
Free to us, yes, but salvation came at a cost, didn’t it? The
apostle Peter tells us, “It was not with perishable things such as
silver or gold that you were redeemed . . . but with the precious
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19).
Jesus paid the price for our salvation.
“He was pierced for our
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment
that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
Especially during the Lenten season we ponder these words of
Isaiah, prophesied so many, many years before our Lord fulfilled
them. Humility, awe, and gratitude fill our hearts as we remember
our “oppressed and afflicted Savior,” who carried all our sins in his
body on the cross. How do we say thanks for such a great gift as
Christ has given us? How can we express our love for him and his
great sacrifice?
The same way he expressed his love for us –
through his acts of teaching, preaching, healing, forgiving, restoring.
We love others as he loves us. We give freely as he gave so freely.
We teach what he has taught us. We preach his Word in its truth
and purity. We serve in his name and forgive as we have been
forgiven – all by his power and through his grace.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission. ● www.parishpublishing.org

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Our first female of importance is Mary
Magdalene.
We all need a strong religious
figure to look up to and who better than the
woman who was at Jesus’ side when he
resurrected from the dead?
Our next woman of
importance in world
history is Joan of Arc. As a
national heroine of France, she believed she
was acting under divine guidance to lead the
French army to victory at Orleans during the
Hundred Years’ War.
We cannot forget to acknowledge Rosa
Parks, the woman who refused to give up
her seat on a bus and inspired Martin Luther
King to follow her acts of civil disobedience.
Here is her autobiography, which is an
excellent read.
I enjoyed her story very
much.
Finally,
we move to a current woman in
history, our very own 49th Vice
President, Kamala Harris. She is the
United States' first female VP, the
highest-ranking female official in
U.S. history, and the first African
American and first Asian American to
hold this office. She has written a book for young girls who can aspire to
be “superheroes”.
I truly hope you enjoy these selections this month.

VBS: TABLED FOR NOW
BY: LORINDA RAVO

This is the time of year when we are excitedly
planning for our summer Vacation Bible School. At this
time, we are still unsure of whether we will be able to host
a program this year, so watch this space for updates!

HELP US CREATE SUNDAY SCHOOL
RAINBOWS
BY: LORINDA RAVO

We were so grateful to all who made Valentine
cards for the residents of the House of The
Good Shepherd.
They were so
appreciated.
We will continue with our
service/outreach during the month of
March by celebrating rainbows - those beautiful signs
that we associate with both St. Patrick’s Day and the
first day of Spring.
We encourage all of our Sunday School families (and church
members, too!) to make rainbows that
we will distribute to a local Senior care
facility.
Use whatever you have
available and then go wherever your
creative energy takes you - make
rainbows using crayons, markers,
colored pencils, paint, collage
materials, or more!
Contact Erin Roguso by March 20 and she will
arrange for pick up, or you can mail yours to Erin.
Her contact information is in the church directory.
Thanks, and have fun!

LESSONS FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHILDREN: WORDS THAT HURT!
BY: LORINDA RAVO

As part of the series I’m doing for our Sunday children’s
messages on “seeds that grow weeds”, I chose
to speak to the kids about words that are
hurtful. Two excellent books that I used as a
resource are “OUCH
MOMENTS-When Words are
Used in Hurtful Ways” by
Michael Genhart, and
“Words and Your Heart” by
Kate Jane Neal. Both will
inspire conversations with
kids about using our words carefully.

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 8th
DEACON’S CLOTHING DRIVE
BY: BARBARA CORS

It’s that time of year again to think about spring cleaning and
weeding through your closets to clear out old
attire because the Deacons are planning to
hold a clothing drive on May 8, 2021. Drop
off for clothing will be from 9-10am with the
truck scheduled to be there at 10am.
Clothing can also be dropped off at anytime
in the garage. Look for more information in our April newsletter for
the details about what we will accept during this drive.
As always, the Deacons thank you for your support in this
endeavor.

NEWS ABOUT OUR FOOD PANTRY
BY: LORINDA RAVO

We are so grateful to all who have kept our “Pay it Forward
Little Food Pantry” stocked for nearly a year now. Your generosity
and willingness to help those in our community who are food
insecure is heartwarming.
The Board of Deacons received
$30 in financial donations to this
year’s Souper Bowl of Caring, and
we combined that with $30 that had
already been in the account and
purchased $60 worth of food to add
to the pantry. Our thanks for that
help that added to the many food
items donated from your own
Souper Bowl of Caring challenge for
February.
We remind you that while we appreciate your generous
thoughts, we CANNOT accept home cooked donations to the pantry,
including casseroles, chili,
salads, baked goods, etc.
We h ave n o way o f
knowing how long those
items have been out, and
we have no way of
knowing ingredients which
are dangerous to those
with food allergies.
We
regret that we have had
to dispose of home
cooked items left on our
shelves.

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
3: Donna Erickson
5: Whitney Dartnell
6: Jason O’Brien
Peggy Russack
10: Chris Kshatri
John Trimmer
14: Mike McDonagh
Al Aquino
16: Joan Beddow
Pam Venturini
18: Samantha
Gardner
19: Richard Clegg
20: Liz Risko
22: MaryAnn Simmons
23: Alisa Dartnell
Mark Slachetka
24: Roger George
Sean Gilmore
25: Morgan Dartnell
27: Heather Stone
29: Alice Phoebus
31: Tom Dartnell

MARCH
ANNIVERSARIES
9: Bob & Jackie Hammel
15: Chris & Sara Kshatri
25: Sang & Haeja Kim

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
It is with a sad heart that we inform you of the passing of Jeff
Beddow on February 23rd. Jeff was 54
years old.
Jeff is the son of Joan Beddow
and the late Robert Beddow.
He
passed away at his home. He is
survived by his mother, Joan, and his
sister, Jennifer.
Please keep Joan and Jennifer in
your thoughts and prayers.
A Memorial Service will be held at
First Presbyterian Church Hackettstown
sometime in the near future.
Information from the church office will
be forthcoming.
Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection whose love
brings us hope!

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

The old parsonage property was sold in June of 1889 and a
new manse was built on the lot in the rear of the Church Edifice.
This lot had long been the property of the church. The cost of the
manse, with the cost of added improvement to the entire church
property was $2000 in addition to the $3000 realized from the sale
of the old property. Of the $2000 over $1300 had been subscribed
which left a balance of $700. That was later provided for from a
legacy left to the church by Mrs. Wagner, a daughter of one of the
early elders of the church, Jacob Miller.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Hello, Friends. March is upon us and it certainly has arrived
like a lion. We can only hope that it will leave as calmly as a lamb.
I trust you are all trying to make the best of the pandemic by
following all state protocol.
Hopefully, we can soon return to
worship in person now that the cases are moving in a downward
motion.
You will notice that good things have been happening with
our missions. The pantry is thriving and providing much needed
food for the local citizens who are food insecure.
Thank you
Deacons for this mission and thank you families who contribute on
a regular basis.
Our Sunday School children continue to learn the importance
of giving back. Their Valentine cards to the members of The House
of the Good Shepherd was a wonderful gift to our elderly citizens.
Their March rainbow activity will also bring much joy.
Please consider sponsoring Easter silk flowers in memory of
or thanksgiving for someone special in your life.
The form is
included in this newsletter and can also be found in the weekly
worship bulletin.
Be sure to take time to review Al Ravo’s reports about the
church finances and the Building on Generosity Campaign, and
remember to write your check for the Per Capita yearly contribution
to the Presbytery. Send all checks (in care of Al) to the church.
Also note, in honor of Women’s History month, I have
suggested a number of titles about prominent females in our
society throughout the ages. Please find time to select one for
your reading pleasure.
Kids, be sure to locate the 17 shamrocks throughout the
newsletter!
Finally, please accept my apologies for the lateness of this
newsletter. My schedule became overbooked and before I knew it,
the month had passed me by.
All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

