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Calendar

Farm and Ranch Days
Cost-share applications due
Healthy River Forum
Garden Expo
Last day to order seedling trees

Pick up seedling trees

The PACD Board of Supervisors meeting is the
first Wednesday of every month at 11:00 a.m.
and is open to the public.

Do
Do
Do
Do

you
you
you
you

want clean water to drink?
enjoy playing in the river?
irrigate?
fish?

Popo Agie Watershed Forum
Thursday March 22 — 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday March 23 — 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Lander Community Center

A Popo Agie Watershed Forum will be held March 22nd and 23rd at the Lander Community Center (950
Buena Vista). Whether you’ve attended any of the “Healthy River” information meetings or this is the first
time you’re hearing about it, you are invited to attend this FREE event.
Come spend time with innovators, educators and other water users as we address today’s challenges. Our
hope is to educate and connect our community in the common goal of improving water quality and
quantity. Three concurrent sessions each hour will give you the opportunity to pick topics that interest you
most. Discussions will cover water conservation, irrigation efficiency, micro-storage potential, recreational
use, and more.
This is a FREE event but we need a head count. There will be a reception
Thursday night (cash bar) and lunch Friday so please register by Monday
March 19th so we know how many people to prepare for. Visit
popoagie.org > Current Events for the schedule and registration form.
Please call us at 307-332-3114 if you have questions.
221 S. 2nd Street

Lander, WY 82520

(307) 332-3114

(307) 332-3855 fax

www.popoagie.org

January 2018 Newsletter

Page 2

For three-quarters of a century, PACD has worked
cooperatively to help conserve the natural resources
within the district. Seventy-five years of conservation
has created a long list of partners to thank!













We thank the ranchers and agricultural producers who have stewarded the land, benefitting the entire community. We are proud to have
helped inform and assist with the management of their soil and water resources.
We thank the small acreage landowners who continually seek to improve their properties. They have improved water delivery systems
and soil health.
We thank the residents of Atlantic City, Ethete, Fort Washakie, Hudson, Jeffery City, and Lander who have helped to conserve water,
reduce waste, and minimized the effects of flooding.
We thank the federal land management agencies for working with us as a cooperating agency to ensure the district interests are
addressed in their planning and management of federal lands.
We thank the federal agriculture agencies for working as partners in assisting landowners with conservation investments and emergency
disaster recovery.
We thank the federal infrastructure and emergency agencies for helping with flood planning and recovery.
We thank the federal and state wildlife agencies for working as partners to enhance and conserve habitat that benefits fisheries, wildlife
and the people of Wyoming.
We thank the tribal councils for partnering to improve soil, water and wildlife habitat resources.
We thank the state agencies for being partners in improving range conditions, creating living snow fences, promoting soil health, and
conserving and managing our water resources.
We thank the nongovernmental organizations for partnering and working together on issues pertinent to our natural resources.
We thank the educators who have invited us to share information about soils, range, and water
management.
We thank the past and present supervisors who voluntarily serve to provide local knowledge and
leadership for the conservation of our soil and water resources.

We sincerely thank you and feel honored to have served our community.

Mark Your Calendars For The Garden Expo
April 14, 2018
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Lander Valley High School

The Garden Expo has gained a solid reputation in our community for being something you want
to mark on your calendar and be sure to attend. To us, it’s the official start of Spring! The Garden
Expo is a free family-friendly event that has two main components: educational workshops and
a tradeshow. The event draws an average of 1500 people. You’ll want to check out the petting
zoo of barnyard animals, food concessionaires, and the Kid’s Corner.

We’re excited to announce this year’s keynote speaker is Marlon Winger. Growing up on the family dairy farm in Idaho,
Marlon developed a passion for soil health; he earned his master’s degree in Plant Science from Utah State University.
He has 20 years of experience and presents scientific soil health principles in a way that is entertaining and easy to
understand. Whether you’re a backyard gardener or a producer, the principles are the same.
VENDORS - We are taking vendor applications for tradeshow booths; early bird discounts apply until March 31st. To stay
up-to-date on the Garden Expo visit www.popoagie.org > Garden Expo tab. If you are a vendor for gardeners, backyard
enthusiasts, or recreationalists that would like to participate but are not on our mailing list, contact Dave Morneau in our
office at (307) 332-3114.
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Middle Fork E. coli Update

The health of the Middle Fork
matters to anyone who enjoys
fishing, swimming, wading or
kayaking in the river.

Low Concentrations Continue in 2017, Your Help Still Needed
A segment of the Middle Fork of the Popo Agie River that runs through the
City of Lander has been on the Wyoming list of impaired waters (303d List)
since 2002. This four-mile segment has not met its designated use for
recreation during the summer (May through September) due to exceedances
of E. coli bacteria.

45

(Based on 60-day Geometric Mean)

What Can We Do?
PACD has worked with landowners to implement
best management practices (BMPs) such as
replacing failed septic systems or fencing
livestock off live water and developing off-site
water sources. Although much progress has been
made, bacterial sources originating from warmblooded animals need to be reduced further. If
you are a landowner living along the Middle Fork
or Hornecker Creek, we encourage you to
examine your own operation or home site and
contact us for assistance.

E. coli Trend
Mi ddle Fork Popo Agie River & Hornecker Creek

Number of E. coli Exceedances

Favorable Trend
Recent monitoring data collected by PACD
indicates an overall decreasing trend in bacteria
concentrations along the Middle Fork and
Hornecker Creek, an important contributing
tributary to the Middle Fork.
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Figure 1: The minimal increase on the Middle Fork and the large decrease on
Hornecker Creek resulted in a downward trend overall.

Livestock Water Gap

PACD can help you with planning
and cost-share opportunities. We
work with landowners on a
voluntary basis and are not a
regulatory agency. We’re here to
help. Contact Dave Morneau in
our office (307) 332-3114.

Septic System Installation

Bare root

Potted

Its time to order seedling trees for 2018
PACD offers conservation seedling trees at a nominal cost each year. Now is the
time to plan so you’re ready to plant this spring. If you need assistance with
developing a plan or choosing which species will work best for your soils, stop by
our office.

Bare root stock is available in lots
of 25 and potted stock is available in lots of 30. Order
forms can be found on our website
www.popoagie.org > trees tab.

Last day to order April 17
Pick up trees May 2
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PACD Cost Share Programs
Cost share programs are available to folks within our District. These programs provide
incentive to put best management practices on the ground.
The Resource Enhancement program provides assistance to landowners who typically
don’t qualify for federal farm bill programs. The Community Enhancement program
provides incentive to implement natural resource conservation practices along public
corridors. Applications are due March 15th.

Applications due
March 15th.

Complete guidelines, application forms, budget sheets, and agreement documents can be found on our website
www.popoagie.org > Cost Share tab. The Board of Supervisors review and approve applications on an annual basis.
Contact Kelsey Beck in our office if you have any questions.

NRCS Transition - Meet Chris
As a lot of you know, Kevin Edinger relocated to an NRCS office in
Ohio. We wish him well as he embarks on this new adventure and
settles into a new office.
We would like to welcome and introduce you to Chris Bovè. Chris has been a District
Conservationist (DC) with NRCS for 14 years and has worked in CO, WA, AR and NC. We want to
assure you that Chris has extensive experience and he will take good care of you during this
transition. Chris is currently the DC in Riverton and is planning to be in the Lander office
Tuesdays and Thursdays until further notice. He can be reached at 307-240-3202 in Riverton or
307-332-3114 in Lander.

Poster Contest Winner
Congratulations to Emily Anderson for winning first
place at the state level competition in the 4th - 6th
grade division of the Soil and Water Stewardship
poster contest. This year’s theme was Healthy Soils
Are Full Of Life. Emily attended a luncheon at the
Wyoming Conservation State convention in Casper
where she was recognized for her achievement and
awarded $100. Emily’s poster will now advance to
the national competition.

Fremont County Farm & Ranch Days
February 7 and 8, 2018
The annual Farm and Ranch Days will be held in Riverton at the Fremont Center (the old Armory building) located next to
the Fair Grounds. Call Fremont County Extension for more information at 332-2363.
USDA and PACD are equal opportunity providers and employers.

