Fellsmere Water Control District P.O. Box 438 Fellsmere, Fl  32948. fwcd@bellsouth.net 772-571-0640

1-12-2012 Board of Supervisors Minutes


Meeting MINUTES January 12, 2012
Opening: 
A public meeting of the Fellsmere Water Control District was called to order at 10:00 a.m. on January 12, 2012 held at the office of the District 109 N. Willow Street, Fellsmere, Florida. Mike Monroe called the meeting to order. 
Supervisor’s present: 
Clifford Tyson and Richard Carnell.

Others present were Michael O’Haire, Marvin Carter, George Simons, Rodney Tillman, and Joyce Hertel.

Approval of Minutes: 
A motion duly made by Clifford Tyson and seconded by Mike Monroe the Minutes of November 2011 were approved as mailed.
Attorney’s Report:  
Michael O’Haire discussed the Elephant Ranch being built within the District and how to handle the Water Control District’s requirements without at the same time requiring a survey up front.
He suggested the District use language similar to the Following:

“All improvements to the property, including fences, must be located at a minimum of 25 feet distant from the top of bank of ditches or canals belonging to the Fellsmere Water Control District. In the event of a dispute or uncertainty about measurements from the top of bank or location of the ditch on the ground, the Permittee shall bear all survey expenses in order to establish and make a determination of structural locations. This information is to be included on the permit for the National Elephant Ranch.”

On a motion, duly made by Clifford and seconded by Richard the Board approved adding the above verbiage by Mr. O’Haire to the Districts policies statements.
Mr. O’Haire updated the Board on the Bailey bridge project and that all necessary permit paperwork has been completed.

Engineer’s Report: 
Marvin discussed the I-95 FDOT Bridge permit. George and Marvin updated the Board on the things that they had been discussing with the Engineers for the project including the design of the slopes and the bottom of the canal so that the flow would not be impeded by any construction. The Contractor DRMP of Orlando has not submitted all the necessary requirements from CAI, at this time.  

George discussed a Master Drainage Plan by the City of Fellsmere and grants for that plan. One area could be Sub-lateral 14 east of Park Lateral where a treatment area could be developed in some old grove property. He also discussed the 40 acres and lake area of the Old Foster Fellsmere and its lakes. 

George discussed the BMAP and stated FWCD will be asked to adopt and sign the BMAP documents. The FDEP will likely be unable to include language in the BMAP which acknowledges that the FWCD cannot and will not collect taxes to address water quality; however it can contain language addressing expectations. FWCD can request language which states that the FWCD projects are to be funded with grants, and the FDEP will provide assistance in securing the grants. George advised that as long as the District doesn’t have to raise taxes it just march in place for the time being. Richard suggested continue to go to the meetings and stay involved and see what happens. 
Richard also advised that he would be meeting with Hans Tangler, Director of SJRWMD regarding the Fellsmere Management area and its discharges to the North. He advised that it would be a good for Fellsmere Water Control District at some point in the near future to also meet with Mr. Tangler.
Treasurers/Superintendent Report:
Rodney presented the bi-monthly Treasurers report and that the audit is nearing completion.
Rodney updated the Board on the accident involving a tree stand that was not located on District right of way. Rodney added the Districts policy is to post the District ROW and that any tree stands located on the ROW will be removed by IRCSO. Mr. O’Haire stated that is all that is necessary for the District at this time. 

Rodney advised the Board that B& W quality growers is asking for a electrical permit to cross Lateral U canal to serve the new packing house being built. Rodney reported that FPL has not made that application.

George and Mike discussed that B & W quality growers wants to move the plug in lateral U north to sub-lateral 26 making it able to hold water at a higher elevation.  Rodney stated that the District allows individual landowners to control water elevations in the laterals on their property as long as it does not affect any other landowners and is permitted by all other agencies. Rodney further stated that the District cannot guarantee that the increased water elevations by B & W quality growers can be provided by FWCD.
Supervisor’s Comments: 
No comments at this time.
Public Comments: No public comments.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m. by Mike Monroe. 
The next general meeting will be March 8, 2012 @ 10:00 A.M. in Fellsmere at the District’s Office. 
_________________________                                                 _______________________

Mike Monroe President                                                               Joyce Hertel

Board of Supervisors                                                                    Secretary
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